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v Huge Selection of Beer, Wine & Spirits
v Competitive Prices
v Friendly Service

A Local Convenience Shop with Snacks, Groceries, Essentials & More
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Cover story

The end of September will once again see
MacMillan Coffee mornings being held
countrywide. The event raises in excess of £25 million
a year for this excellent cause. Why not check out their very
informative website at coffee.macmillan.org.uk/about/search

for details of events planned near you. It also gives you the chance
to register with them and host your very own event — the website
will give you information on hosting, coffee morning resources
and recipes. It will also enable you to request a fundraising kit to
ensure that your coffee morning runs smoothly.

Gail

< LQ PS
IN THIS ISSUE eSAL
4 Win 2 x tickets to the Robin Club in Bilston
6,22,34,52 It's A Fact!
11 Brainteasers
16 One of the ever-popular ‘Sentence of the Court’articles
40 A short article by our good friend Alan Peace entitled
‘Skeleton’
54-55 Our Wordsearch Competition this month gives two lucky
winners the chance to win a family pass.
56 Brainteasers Answers
57 CHAOS present their new show - Sister Act
58-61 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is
THURSDAY, 24™ SEPTEMBER 2026. Entries received after this

date will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address,
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE, FIRE OR POLICE
NON EMERGENCY—POLICE

HEALTH
NHS
RUSSELLS HALL A & E DEPT

TRAVEL

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT
NATIONAL EXPRESS COACHES
NATIONAL RAIL LINE
TRAVELINE WEST MIDLANDS

HELP LINES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

CARE & DISABILITY ADVICE LINE
CHILDLINE

SAMARITANS

STOP SMOKING HELPLINE
VICTIM SUPPORT

UTILITIES
SEVERN TRENT WATER (SEWERS)
SOUTH STAFFS WATER
(EMERGENCIES)
(LEAK LINE)
ELECTRICITY POWER Loss
GAS LEAKS

COUNCIL SERVICES

DUDLEY MBC

LIBRARIES - SEDGLEY
GORNAL
COSELEY

9990R 112
101

111
01384456111

0871 2220072
08717818181
0345748 4950
0871 200 2233

01384 482929
0800 486 486
0800 11 11

116 123
0300123 1044
0808 168 9111

0800 783 4444

08003891011
0800 24 33 52
0800 678 3105
0800 111 999

0300 555 2345

01384 812790
01384 812755
01384 812775

WIN

DON’T MISS OUT ON
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies
of this edition of Village Voice
are delivered throughout
Wombourne, Swindon,
Penn and Kinver.

Extras are given to libraries and
selected shops in each area.
Be sure to look out for your copy.

DO YOU RUNA
NON PROFIT MAKING
CLUB OR SOCIETY?
AREYOU ON THE LOCAL
COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming
events or to recruit new
members? Give us a call, send
us an email or drop us a line
here at VILLAGE VOICE - we
would love to help. See our
contact details on page 3.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline
for the OCTOBER 2026 edition
of VILLAGE VOICE is
FRIDAY, 18" SEPTEMBER 2026.
Please book your space early to
avoid disappointment.

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two

tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,

TICKETS TO

P T

IN BILSTON

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The

Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on
Friday, 23" October 2026 - GOOD LUCK!

Congratulations to PATRICIA TUCKER of
COSELEY who was the lucky winner of the
two tickets on offer in the AUGUST 2026 edition.
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Win £20,000 CASH when you
replace your glass!

We’re celebrating 20 years of
excellence — and you could win
£20,000 in our Anniver:
competition! To enter, simply spend
£500 or more with us between now
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,

a trusted family-run business, has

been the UK’s leading domestic glass
replacement specialists, serving as
your One-Stop Shop for all your
glazing requirements — and now we’re
marking this milestone with an exciting
competition where one lucky customer
will win £20,000! We take pride in
generating our own leads, crafting
tailored quotes, and manufacturing

our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional
results. Unlike competitors, we

never use subcontractors—our team
consists entirely of skilled, in-house
professionals, guaranteeing consistent
quality and reliability. Every glass unit
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee,
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting
peace of mind.

‘Why opt for costly full window frame
replacements that lead to unnecessary
redecoration expenses? By replacing

only the failed glass unit, we save you
money and minimise disruption —
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000
?rize draw while upgrading your home.

oin over 344 000 satisfied customers
who trust our ethical, affordable service.
Failed double glazing can compromise
your home’s protection and energy
efficiency, so check your windows
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers money
while sup?orting local communities.
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our
focus 1s on replacing just the glass, not
the entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop,
we manage everything—from lead
generation to crafting premium glass
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated
after-sales support—making us the
smart, cost-etfective choice in any
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to
enter the competition),

call 0800 61 21 118 or visit

www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!

Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more

(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T's&C'’s apply. fr
information) A

Ask me about our
fantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

b
9800 121 g

Have Your Windows

Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our “’ rea"y ’,'ked the fac‘t E EH;}?_;“E

z 5 that they were a local %‘EE“.‘:
YEAR community-run business” CarAn BF ';E%l}

Checkatrade
GUARANTEE Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

Member
Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
Priority freephone
I ..: : : CLEAR

0800 61 21118
Glass. it’s better when it’s clear!

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! X [}
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Rightio Drainage
Experts (01902489873

We work in the
@ West Midlands OUR SERVICES

Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry

and all surrounding areas..

Blocked Drains
Blocked Toilets
Blocked Sinks
Blocked Showers
Blocked Baths
Kitchen Waste Pipes
Appliance Blockages
Drain Repairs

Drain Replacement
CCTV Survey
Saniflos

» COMPETITIVE RATES «

v Fast Response
V' All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

Labour OAP Same-Day Accredited by:

Guaranteed * piscount * Emergency
Backed by Available upon Res!:onse
Rightio request at time Subject to

of booking engineer
availability

CALLLL LKL K

ject to Terms & Conitions
Subject to Terms & ons. Subject to Eligibility

Nationwide Coverage ¢ Local Engineers * Trusted Across the UK

* We thought that this was quite an interesting snippet. The
bridge across the Smestow Brook is particularly unusual
because it is Grade II Listed by English Heritage. The bridge
was built in the late 18th century and is described as being
“of red brick with ashlar dressings and comprises three
segmental arches with alternate raised voussoirs, two keeled
ashlar cutwaters and plain parapet string to coped parapet.
Abutments sweep forward”. Halfway across the bridge is the
sign (right). The Motor Car Act 1903 introduced driving
licences and speed limits.

The Seisdon Union Isolation Hospital in Bratch Common Road, Wombourne was
created to house up to 24 smallpox and diphtheria sufferers. Visitors were only
allowed to speak to them through a hatch.

In August 1938 Major Geoffrey Stewart-Smith of Heathlands, Kinver was
tragically killed in a glider accident. He was a passenger in a two-seater
plane which was being given a winch tow at an airfield near Shrewsbury.
Unfortunately, the hook attaching the cable to the glider failed to disengage
causing the aircraft to plummet to the ground. Stewart-Smith suffered a
dislocated neck and died instantly.

It is said that the Smestow Brook was originally called the Tressul—hence the
names of local villages Trescott and Trysull. However, by the 14th century it had
changed its name to Smetheslall (or the place of the Smiths).

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your Up to
Perfect Fit | 50% less

than a new fitted kitchen

L'W Wﬁ‘/ by simply replacing

the doors and worktops

DREAM DOORS*

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

DREAM DOORS

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

01384 956119 1 01562 541208
dreamdoors.co.uk | dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk | 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NA
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BUY FLOORS DIRECT

FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

GET AN

EXTRA

10% OFF

INSTORE

WITH THIS
3+2 £1,499 VOUCHER

3+1+1 £1,699

3+2 £1,199 3+2 £1,499
3+1+1 £1,499 3+1+1 £1,699

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

8 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



BUY SOFAS DIRECT

%€ All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country %&¢

= ;e __v._.
e ——— =M

e e

|

l — 3
’ Luxury Carpets
-~ for any room

from £11.99sg/mt

A _; : {
T! - . 3 .! ~
12mm Laminate ~ = - LVT Plank or
flooring from : Herringbone flooring
HBO9.OSRRET pack, 1= from £32.99sg/mt

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

Large showroom | Free car parking | Established 1985

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN

52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR Tel: 01562 541473

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm §

& o .
- ; L7 Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
AUV 1y : Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP
01384 958 793
‘ y 2. Ia SR a, i,.° 0 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
e Rowley Regis B65 0AY S
— 0121 561 5386 S\

Www.'b'uysofasdirect.co.uk
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NEW ROOFS - DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS - ER ROOFS
FELT FLAT ROOFING - FIBREGLASS ROOFING — ROOF REPAIRS _firestone

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION ===

07973 116 365 - 07739 564 133

10 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




U Foot Health Care

LIS a Culbard DIP CFHP VRFHP f‘) ‘

Fully Qualified and Insured
Foot Health Practitioner

e Nails trimmed ’,!“;

e Thick Nails Reduced -,
Vi o Corn Removal
out in the comfort . -
of your own home. e Callus Reduction

Home visits £30 e Ingrown Toe Nails Treated
LU o Ticatment of Fungal Infections

WZTRENIL A o Foor Health checks | Advice on Foot Care
expe”enCe n foot

health care and Don’t suffer with painful feet.
hold a current

DBS certificate. Look after them and they will look after you! ™

For appointments call Lisa on 07989 410801 L.Culbard@sKky.com

SRR = RS R

We do hope that you like these Brainteasers—with a little luck you should
be able to come up with the answers. If not, the answers can be found on page 56.

1. Imagine you are a contestant in a quiz 3. One evening there was a power cut and
show. The host gives you the chance to open  the four people watching the television.
one of three boxes—A, B or C—in front of  suddenly found that there was nothing to do

you. In one box is a cheque for £1 million but actually talk to each other. One of them
and in each of the other two is a £1 coin. You said: “Did you know that sitting here is a
have a free choice and choose Box A. The mother, father, sister, brother, son, daughter,
host knows in which box the cheque is and ~ nephew, niece, aunt, uncle and a couple

opens box B to show a coin. He gives you  of cousins—and yet we are all blood
the opportunity to stick with your choice or to  relations?” How can that be?

? . .
change to Box C. What do you do? 4. If you were to write every number in

2. In the equation SEND + MORE = words (one, two, three etc) what number
MONEY each letter stands for a different would be the first one with an “A” in it?
number. Can you work out the numbers?

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 11



We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold

Over 20 years experience ® No job too big or too small

**Call within
48 hours to receive
a 20% discount™*

D A A i e i“ E T
¢ 2 Ll :
X < /

* Tree Work « Paths « Fencing ¢ Turf « Artificial Grass  Driveways ¢ Block
paving » Tarmac * Ground works ¢ Drainage * Gates and gateways » Patios

Contact us today on 01 384 848344

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

12 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




SATISFACTION

" GUTTERING
FROM

Freephone 0300 0463373 I =% {ea
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374 = "‘”‘, e
Mobile: 07376 915 527  ~&¥ ***

‘(i\My Clean Gutters 5 F Y

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777®@icloud.com

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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Arthur's
Jewellery

and watches

Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD

FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD
including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 SEP

Lisa's Cleaning Services

Providing a profiessional, quality, neliable service.
DBS checked, insuned, and refierences available

Services Offered:
e Kitchen Cleans

® Bathroom Cleans

* Mopping

¢ Dusting, Polishing

® Vacuuming

® Changing Bed Linen
¢ Deep Cleans

¢ Window Cleaning

[J 07873 707740

Y

supporting survivors of sexual abuse.

Other areas of support:

Trauma, PTSD, self-harm, self-esteem,
domestic abuse, anxiety, depression, stress.
Therapy for:

Adults, couples, young people (14+).

Email: jwcounselling@icloud.com Phone: 07769 485 853

14

01384 221567 07856 898558  lisatimmins1975@gmail.com
BACP Registered
\\ 116) Kinver based
- >

Trauma informed counsellor specialising in

Discover more
on my website:

Ofed0

e [

Hi:

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



@ SoleWise .ronein

Wombourne

CLINIC WV5 8DX

Home visits available K,«-T

¥ Qualified BSc Podiatrist L@sdlem&
¥§ HCPC registered . ¢
{§ Dbs checked & insured

FOR ALL YOUR FOOT RELATED ISSUES

- Diabetic foot health checks
-~ Verruca treatments

- Ingrowing nails

~ Nail Surgery

- Fungal Nails & skin

- Msk biomechanics

- Accupuncture for podiatric
conditions

© Routine podiatry; nail cutting,
thinning, hard skin removal,
corn removal

- Offloading high pressure areas
- Deluxe pedicures

- 4 | | ven'u ]
RETURN ROUTINE PODIATRY £40 ﬁ mmtgpm
HUACK AND Exrger,

ISDIN | S arance g

Did you know you can claim podiatry
on your health care insurance?

Accepting health care insurance
plans here at solewise clinic.

Bookings by appointment only on 07359 861455

Or alternatively visit www.solewiseclinic.co.uk

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 15



THE SENTENCE OF THE COURT!

Almost 200 years ago courts never bothered
with ‘community sentences’ or ‘conditional
discharges’. Criminals convicted of theft,

for example, were much more likely to—at
best—Dbe deported to Australia or often
sentenced to death. For example, in March
1831 John Swatkins (22), Thomas Lloyd (53)
and Thomas Timins (19) were each sentenced
to death for “maliciously and feloniously
setting afire a stack of barley” belonging to
Richard Williams of Wombourne. A similar
sentence was handed down a year later when
Thomas Scriven of Himley was found guilty
of stealing one ewe sheep from Thomas
Chadwick of Kingswinford. More common
in those days, however, was transportation to
Australia.

In 1833 William Walker (42)
was sentenced at Stafford
Assizes of stealing sheep at
Wombourne, the property of
William Perry. He was
transported for life.

A Wombourne resident, John Jones, was
convicted of pickpocketing William Wells
at Wolverhampton Races and was sentenced
to seven years transportation. This was the
same sentence given to George Allen (13)
who stole a pair of boots. Between 1787
and 1868 (when transportation finished)
well over 162,000 men, women and children
had been taken to Australia. Until 1842
most went to New South Wales whilst for
the following 25 years they were sent to
Van Diemens Land (Tasmania).

solicitors

Legal services are better local

House buying & selling | Re-Mortgages
First time buyers

Brierley Hill 01384 79731 \Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk | info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

16
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The Chestnut Tree

Highgate Farm, Highgate Common, DY7 5BS

Fop in and make gowﬂseél{z at_home!

Whether you’re stopping by for a morning coffee, a leisurely brunch, or a relaxed lunch
with family and friends, The Chestnut Tree has something for everyone.

& Top-notch coffee, speciality teas, and a full range of hot and cold drinks
o Beer, wine, and other alcoholic refreshments available

#® Fresh homemade cakes baked with care

®. Delicious breakfast, brunch, and lunch options

Bring the whole family and enjoy our countryside setting, with plenty of space for children
to run around and explore. You might even get the chance to meet our friendly residents,
Rupert the Donkey and his best mate, Tiger the Shetland Pony!

G fod,great o, andjrcadly faces - oy
we &mqomm/ 10 seeing you svou.
Call us to book on 07950 476993

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




Gas,lumbing & Heating Ltd

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

5% discount F;roud members of
NI Checkatrade.com

No call out fee Where reputation matters

CALL FOR A FREE quoTE 07377 453081

FIVE WAYS INN

T
. J il LOYALTY
D

"f*v EVERY £1 SPENT
- § 3& ;, POOL

wﬁ R PUB

sky 'sports SPORTS

Batham§

PRIZEWINNING ALES

'E ML
RTAI!

| |EVERY WEEK

—

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ ® 01384 252968
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WWW.KATIESSE ' TGARDEN COM

SEP

1st Sep FITZ OF LAUGHTER

2nd Sep FITZOF LAUGHTER wi h.dOH‘NNY
3rd Sep FITZ OF LAUGHTER withOHNNY
6th Sep FITZ OF LAUGHTER with DAN NI
10th Sep  Blue Banana presents MARKI
12th Sep  KIKI DEE and CARMELO LU

18th Sep FRED ZEPPELIN :

20th Sep  HEADSTICKS + THE ODD FO:

25th Sep BIRDBROTHER+ &
26th Sep  JESS SILK

27th Sep

OCT

2nd Oct THE HAUNTED SOULS

3rd Oct SoAAR presents JAH WOBBLE

7th Oct  SoAAR/DMF presents JUSTIN SULLIVAN + DEAN WHITE
17th Oct  SoAAR presents DUKE SPECIAL 3
22nd Oct  GREN BARTLEY presents Common Truth Radio

23rd Oct SWEETPOOL + THE DIRT

24th Oct  SoAAR presents BLACKBALLED+THE AUTUMN S/

29th Oct KATIES HALLOWEEN QUIZ

30th Oct An Evening of Terror

31st Oct HALLOWEEN with BIG JIM & THE ALABAMA BOOGI

WWW.WEGOTTICKETS.COM

Katie Fitzgeralds,187 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 3TB (entrance on Mamble Road)

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




Rightio

01902 489 870

Electricians

(9)

Coventry

We work in the

West Midlands

Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,

OUR SERVICES

£ Full / Part Rewires

and all surrounding areas..

» Same-Day
Emergency
Response
Subject to
engineer
availability

» 12 Month «

guarantee
on labour!

» OAP <«
Discount
Available upon
request at time
of booking

Subject to Eligibilty

» COMPETITIVE RATES <«

v/ Fast Response
Vv All Work Guaranteed
Vv Highly Experienced

DIGGING DEEP

In 1895 the Earl of Dudley commissioned a
technical survey to see whether large deposits of

western fringe of the Black Country coalfield.
The report suggested that coal was to be found
there—but at a significantly lower depth than in
other areas. Despite this finding the Earl decided
to investigate further and test borings began in
November 1896 in Baggeridge Wood.

The borings proved unsuccessful as the bore rods
broke leaving the diamond tipped rods (worth
£200 each) , lost deep underground.

A second test boring was made some distance
away and this proved that a sizeable coal seam
was present some 600 yards below the surface.
Work immediately began in clearing the site and
in February the first shaft of what was to become
Baggeridge Colliery was sunk.

coal were to be found beneath his land beyond the

/ Sockets & Lighting

/ Fuse Board Changes

/ Showers Installed
/ Inspection & Testing
/ Fully Qualified Electrician

# Landlord safety Certs.
EICR

The process of making the boring was slow and
tortuous with a number of problems having to

be overcome before in July 1902, the first seam

of coal was discovered. Similar problems
including flooding and roof collapses) occurred
when the second shaft was sunk in 1910 and for

a long time it seemed that the Earl’s investment

in the enterprise was doomed to failure. However,
such was the ingenuity and determination of the
colliery teams that solutions were found and the
Baggeridge Colliery became one of the largest
and most productive pits in the country, producing
coal in prestigious amounts until its closure in
1968.

20 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




MADE SIMPLE

Keep
conversations
flowing with
healthy
hearing

At our Hear In clinics, '
we offer:

e Hearing Checks
Ear Wax Removal | Hearing
Advanced Hearing Aids Assessments
Ongoing Aftercare ‘
& Support
Tinnitus Advice

HAGLEY WOMBOURNE RUBERY

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




In September 1866 the following advertisement appeared in the local papers:
“One pound reward—lost, a red cow with white hind leg, star on forehead and
marked in the right ear—information to be given to George Cole, Upper Penn.
Any person detaining her after this notice will be prosecuted”.

* In 1795 the Staffordshire Advertiser described the different types of goods
manufactured throughout the county. Whilst Wolverhampton was said to be the
centre of lock-making and Walsall and its surrounding villages (including Bloxwich)
were primarily involved in the making of shoe buckles and saddlers’ ironmongery,
so Sedgley, Smethwick and Wombourne were identified as areas of nailmaking.
There was also a comment that “a great number of children as well as men are
employed in making the finer and lighter sorts, which they do equally well.”

* September 1885 saw Joseph Watkins, a farmer from Kinver, ¥
in court at Brierley Hill charged with maliciously and wilfully
shooting Joseph Chance, a School Border officer. Chance and
a friend were out gathering mushrooms and on the way back
they crossed over some of Watkins’ land. Whilst there
Watkins confronted them and demanded the mushrooms but
Chance refused to hand them over. Watkins then fired one barrel of his shotgun
at Chance, with the pellets striking him on the thigh, calf and hand. Chance
showed Watkins the wounds but all the farmer said was “I wish I had given you
more”. Having heard the outline of the case the magistrates decided to send it to
the forthcoming Assizes at Stafford where Watkins was fined £10.

For a brochure or to book 01299 402989
lhhlps 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

rtarnctioned Tl g, 0 ot Femily-Run Company info@phillipstravel.co.uk

Picking Up Throughout Wollaston, Wordsley, Wall Heath & Kingswinford @ WWW. p h | I_l_| pstravel.co‘ u k
Plus Wombourne & Kinver for Holidays
DAY TOURS QUALITY HOLIDAYS
Sun 20 ELY & CAMBRIDGE OAP LOOE & FESTIVE .R‘F
Sep Travelling via the fens £27 CORNWALL =
S5days £500
Sat 26 SELBY & DONCASTER OAP Mon 7 - Fri 11" Dec 2026

Single Room Supp. £50 @ Sea View £96pI)

Sep Two traditional Northern towns £26

Sat3  BLACKBURN & PRESTON  CAP
Oct  wallace & Gromit & Lancashire charm ~ £27

SunTl CLIFTON & WESTON OAP TWIXMAS IN
Oct Admire Brunel's famous bridge £25 BOURNEMOUTH
4 days £430
Sun NOTTINGHAM & OAP Sun 27" - Wed 30" Dec 2026
18 Oct SHERWOOD FOREST £25
sat PEAK AUTUMN at OAP
240ct \WESTONBIRT ARBORETUM  £45

betwsa
Excursi

limited availabilty

Formore Dalﬁ Tours & Hoﬁdalﬁs Pleuse call fc’r“ a brochure 01299 402989
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THE RED LION

— WOMBOURNE —

OPEN ALL DAY, EVERY DAY!

THE RED LION

WE HAVE SMARTENED UP OUR OPENING SIGNS!

And remember we are
= e I DOG FRIENDLY
ll Throughout!

And check out our
unique vintage events!

We finally have a new website! redlionwombourne.co.uk
CONTACT: WhatsApp 07974303052 or 01902892270 for bookings and enquiries
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WHO ATE ALL THE PIES?

Or more importantly what pies
were they?

There is no doubt that here in the West Midlands
many of us enjoy a good pie (or two), both savoury
or sweet. Some years ago a national survey was
carried out into the nation’s favourite pies which
made interesting reading. The survey by luxury
pie maker Charles Bigham in support of British
Pie Week showed that the nation’s favourite pie

by a country mile was the good old Steak &
Kidney. This was followed by Steak & Ale,

Shepherd’s Pie and Chicken & Mushroom. The
rest of the top ten included Cottage Pie, Fish Pie,
Pork Pie, Steak & Mushroom, Chicken, Ham &
Leek and Steak & Potato Pie.

Undoubtedly if the survey had been confined to
the West Midlands two other candidates would
have been Desperate Dan Pie (which was available
at Tipton’s Pie Factory) and also the increasingly
ubiquitous Balti Pie (now available in a pub near
you).

The survey (which was carried out amongst
some 2000 individuals across the country) also
showed that in the sweet sector the traditional
Apple, Lemon Meringue, Apple & Blackberry
and Mince Pies were by far the most popular
with very little interest in the likes of rhubarb,
cherry or gooseberry pies. One point of
controversy, however, is whether a pasty is

a pie or not?

gornal
accounting

accounts
self assessment
corporation tax
payroll & bookkeeping
VAT
business start ups
forecasts & tax planning

richard hall house, bridgnorth road,
wombourne, west midlands wv5 0af
tel: 01384 233221
email: admin@gornalaccounting.co.uk

BEACON NURSERIES
& PLANT CENTRE

\Welhaveloveri3/000lshrubs]
infstocklincluding:|

Magnolias, Azaleas,
Cordylines, Heucheras,
Hostas, Ferns
and many more

[Erom]£3795!
WEJALSOISTOCK{COMPOST

ROWAN ROAD;:SEDGLEY* i,

el S oy

1 %1 4Tel:101902/882933 /% - %
NP V‘-S. Wi i L B B g
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NBB Waldrons

Solicitors

Trusted Legal Expertise Since 1867

decisions

Clear, supportive advice for you and your family at
every stage.

Speak To Our Kingswinford Team Today

01384 888 771 | lawyers@nbbwaldrons.co.uk
nbbwaldrons.co.uk

Office Locations
Birmingham | Cheltenham | Dudley | Kingswinford | London | Merry Hill | Walsall | Worcester

NBB W/aldrons is regulated by the Salicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No. 564439).
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WOMBOURNE DIY
£)
—YOUR LOCAL—
HARDWARE STORE

Welcome to Wombourne DIY where we offer all your
essentials for those projects you have in mind. Ranging from
painting, gardening, tools and even cleaning products.

Why not pop in store or find us on Facebook or tiktok.

‘éﬁ%

. %-
T

Open Monday to Saturday 09:00-17:00; Sunday 10:00-15:00
22 Station Road, Wombourne, Wolverhampton WV5 9EL

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




Maddie Moo’s

Cards, Gifts & Occasion Partyware

w

We offer an extensive range of high end cards, glfts, bags,
chocolates and balloons all at a reasonable prices. See also our
new range of Elegant Bags and Accessories from Alice Wheeler.

24 Windmill Bank, WOmbourne WV5 9JD t&
Open Monday-Tuesday - 9.30am-5.00pm "
Wednesday-Saturday - 9.00am-5.00pm Wlad(:!te
Why not pop in to see us or see us on ﬁ 110048
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Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01902690935

We work in
Wombourne,
Swindon, Penn, Kinver
and all surrounding
areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES «

Vv Fast Response
v All Work Guaranteed
v/ Flexible Appointment Times

Same-Day
»12Month <[> OAP <l »Emergency
Guarantee Discount Response
on labour! Available upon Subjt_act to safe

request at time engineer
Excludes of booking &
blockages subjectto g

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps

Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

LKL

availability
igbiity 650921

Nationwide Coverage ¢ Local Engineers * Trusted Across the UK

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT SEPTEMBER

6th—1620: The Mayflower set sail from Plymouth, Devon, carrying the Pilgrim Fathers to
America.

10th—1771: This day celebrates the birth of Mungo Park the Scottish explorer who published
his ‘Travels in the Interior of Africa’ in 1799.

12th—1908: Winston Churchill married Clementine Hozier.

15th—1830: MP William Huskisson became the first rail fatality at the opening of the
Liverpool Manchester Railway.

19th—1356: The Black Prince, the eldest son of Edward 111, led the English to victory over the
French at the Battle of Poitiers.

21st—1327: This day saw the death of Edward II who was murdered with a red hot poker by
his jailers.

24th—1776: The first St. Leger horserace was run at Doncaster, Yorkshire.

25th—1818: The first transfusion of human blood was performed at Guy’s Hospital, London.

26th—1580: The Golden Hind arrived in Plymouth Harbour having sailed around the world
under the captaincy of Sir Francis Drake. Drake plundered a few Spanish ships
en-route to keep morale high!

28th—1745: ‘God Save the King’ was sung for the first time at London’s Drury Lane Theatre.

29th—1758: Horatio Nelson was born.

30th—1938: Misguided British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, said after meeting
Hitler in Munich, “I believe it is peace for our time”.
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NEW OPENING TIMES

0"’&
MONDAY - 8:30am - 5:30pmM
TUESDAY | 8:30am - 5:30pm

WEDNESDAY | 9:00am - 5:30pm

THURSDAY | 8:30am - 5:30pM

LATE NIGHT APPOINTMENTS
(6:00PM - 7:30PM)

FRIDAY . 8:30am - 6:00pm
SATURDAY | 7:30aM - 3:00pm

WALK-INS ARE WELCOME
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

TWO BARBERS WILL BE ON APPOINTMENTS
FRIDAY & SATURDAYS
DOWNLOAD NEARCUT APP TO BOOK

WE ARE BACK OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
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BIG SCREEN MEMORIES

One of the best known and loved
entertainment facilities in Penn was the
Penn Cinema in Warstones Road. It
opened on 27th December 1937 with the
showing of the Marx Brothers classic 4
Day at the Races and was an immediate
success regularly attracting capacity
audiences of over 1,100 patrons.

The cinema had been built by the Penn
Cinema Company, a consortium of local
businessmen put together by B.T. Davies,
a Birmingham-based accountant. The
building itself was designed by architect
Roland Satchwell who decreed that wherever
possible local materials should be used—
hence bricks from Baggeridge Brickworks
were used in its construction.

During the War the building was not only
for the showing of films but also as a base
for the local Home Guard unit, the ARP
wardens and police.

next decade or so audience numbers
continued to hold up despite the coming

of television.

As well as cinema-goers the building also
welcomed the congregation of a local church
every Sunday evening and played host to a
number of ‘one off” events, the most notable
of which was a midnight showing of I’'m
Alright Jack as a fundraiser for Boys Clubs.
The film was introduced in person by one
its stars, Richard Attenborough.

One of the potential problems facing the
Penn Cinema management was the obtaining
of suitable films to show. For many years a
very successful Saturday morning children’s
club attracted audiences of up to 350 but
these had to be stopped in mid 1963 as it
had become increasingly difficult to obtain
films appropriate for the audience.

The situation became worse in the early
1970s when the availability of films for
evening performances also became limited.
This, with plans to redevelop the whole

site meant that the days of Penn Cinema
were inevitably drawing to a close. Indeed,
the decision to close came in 1973 and the
final film—Qoh, You Are Awful starring
Dick Emery—was shown on 24th March

of that year with the sale of the building to
property developers following very shortly

% afterwards. Within months the building was

End of an era...the demolition of the Penn Cinema in
1973. Photo Nigel Caddick.

After the end of hostilities a full programme
(including very popular matinees) of films
was recommended and indeed throughout the

demolished and a MacMarket supermarket
replaced it. This supermarket then became
a branch of International Stores before again
changing its name to Somerfield in 2011
and then in 2016 it was acquired by the
Co-op.
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Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT)

High quality CBT treating mental health problems.

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression?
Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours?
Anger issues? Adolescent behavioural
problems? OCD? Panic attacks?

Phobias? Emotional distress?

Contact a BABCP Accredited Psychotherapist Directly

readyVy
fox
chon9ee

Wassell Grove Lane, near Hagley.

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk

0844 6931282/07854331133 for a free 20-minute consultation.
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

Approved Health Care Provider for:

Allianz, Aviva, AXA Healthcare, BUPA, CIGNA and WPA.
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MT SKI

X
@/ U Fill em
A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off,
all ready for immediate delivery at prices
yo cor heat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy,
yo fill em they MT um....
They will even wait while yo load it!

5 MT... =

"
£ U FILL UM WE MT UM~




PS LT
je Mﬁ um |

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability — Reliability and a first-rate customer service.

Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK.

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100%
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It's easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive
guides pocked with t|ps about the dos and don'ts of booklng o] sk|p

ll’l!
mwwmrrlnl!
= US4 - 240050

(‘
a, s

M T SKIPS
01384 240956

)

Spot the yellow car, send us a
photo and get £10.00 off
(offer ends 30™ September 2026)

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!
dlands DY2 8QX. Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774 f
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@/ PAINTING & DECORATING
@ HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

() LOCKS & SAFE FITTING LOCKS & MAINTENANCE LTD
(2 GENERAL MAINTENANCE 07876 612785

FREE QUOTES
FULLY INSURED

@ FENCING & GARDENING

* In 1915 Dorothy Bills, the daughter of Kinver’s well-known chemist and parish
clerk, was awarded the prestigious Jacob Bell Memorial Scholarship, becoming
the first woman to win it. Bell was the instigator of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain and the scholarship was seen as one of the highest awards
available in the pharmaceutical industry and allowed Dorothy to carry out
research in the area of her choice.

* In August 1757 it was reported that a gentleman called Robert Parr died at Kinver,
“a small village near Bridgnorth”. It was not only alleged that he was 124 years of
age when he died but also that his father had died at the age of 109, his grandfather
at 113 and his great grandfather (who was buried at Westminster Abbey) was 152
when he died.

* On Friday, 21st April 1882 at the Wilden Ironworks in Swindon, a fight
between two employees had tragic consequences. It seems that a man called
Alfred Hammond became annoyed by a boy named Matthew Reynolds and
threw a heated piece of iron at him. The iron hit him in the groin and within
just a few minutes he bled to death. Hammond was charged with murder.

’s a fact

* Hidden in the depths of the archives from 1930, we found this amusing account of
the Wombourne Floral Fete organised by the Women’s Institute. It saw an
extremely strange mixture of attractions. As well as a “Grand Display of Flowers,
Fruit and Vegetables and Handicrafts” there were also motorcycle novelty races,
whippet races (including a whippet versus pigeon challenge) and a series of
boxing bouts involving local boxers and ‘Harry Curzon’s Midgets”.
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MR

Painting and Decorating

Wallpapering &
painting specialist

A cut abeve the rest

Precision craftmanship
and flawless finishes
for your premium
interiors.

w: mrwdecorators.co.uk
£ M.RW. Painting and Decorating
@ m.rwpainting

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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Tel: 01902 894613
45 Planks Lane, Wombourne, WV5 8DX

S P I N E S Email: spinesclinic@hotmail.co.uk

PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC  Web: www.spinesphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk

<M m\\\\\\\\\l\\\\“\“ I I

Treatments offered include Physiotherapy,
Acupuncture, Exercise, Electrotherapy
and Massage.

Clinic established in Wombourne in 1990.
Medico Legal work undertaken.
Recognised by most major Insurance Companies.
Member of the Health Professionals Council.

At first glance there seems to be no obvious direct connection between two
small South Staffordshire villages and the largest and most popular visitor
attraction in Europe.

However, in fact Trysull & Seisdon are twinned with the French village of
Conde Sainte Libiaire, a small village that is situated right next to Disneyland
Resort Paris. Indeed many of the 1418 inhabitants of the French village are
employed in the complex or the numerous surrounding hotels. Conde Sainte
Libiaire is a commune within the Seine-et-Marne department in the Ile-de-
France region, close to Paris. At the centre of the village is the 17th century

Roman Catholic church Eglise de Saint Martin et Saint Libiaire (seen below)
although its prosperity owes much to the
Canal de Meaux & Chalifet which flows through the village. The

bridge carrying the road over the canal (seen here above is much
photographed and was a key target for the American troops moving
through the area during the liberation of France during World War
II. At one point a massive force of American heavy tanks gathered
to protect it against the German army.
Historically the leading industry in the area was the manufacture of
scarves (although this finished in the 1960s) and today the leisure
industry is by far the biggest employer followed by agriculture.

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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Drea mworld BLRCA XL 4]
urnlture GET TO US
WE CAN COME

ANII.)LCOII.OEUR BEST SELLER
., Lo
AVA| LAB T8 - COLOURS
I LE! = R

AVAILABLE!

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE ~ LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED AND FURNITURE

Lift an Rise
0DD CHAIRS & furniture all at
SOFAS STARTING

FROM £195 AMAZING

TO CLEAR!

FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF YOUR CHOICE

@ Relief from aches and pains
Q Single and double beds

tarti . furmture
@ Premium mattresses rom £09 A DY

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE UPTO £1,000

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Eﬁeﬁm‘{"gﬂ'g 8 STALLINGS LANE,

=m KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
[ TEL: 01384 295660 max=[3

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Castle Blinds & Awnings are a family run business
with over 25 years experience. They have
extensive knowledge in being able to deliver a
quality service to both residential and commercial
properties and their blinds and shutters have even
appeared on television! Their main showroom is
based in Kingswinford and they have a
manufacturing facility based in Brierley Hill
where everything is custom made to the highest
specification.

There is a wide variety awaiting you at Castle Blinds so if you are looking for new blinds or awnings
then your first stop must be their extensive showroom in Stream Road which is a veritable Aladdin’s
cave of blinds, shutters and canopies together with over 2000 specially selected fabrics to choose from.

There was a time when a blind was just a blind but not so any more! The choice is endless from
Venetian, UPVC, Roman, Parasols, Conservatory shading and fly screens to name but a few.
Motorisation is also an option.

With the summer months fast approaching it is time to start thinking about Conservatory Shading and
Parasols and not forgetting fly screens. Castle Blinds
will be able to help you every step of the way to ensure
that you make the perfect choice for your home.

Brian Jones is keen to explain that customer service is
always at the top of the list and that they pride
themselves on offering an unrivalled service and old-
“= fashioned loyalty to all customers which far extends
beyond just the purchase of a product—their after sales service is second to none. Home visits are an
essential part of the process and these can be booked at a convenient time for you—it is the perfect
time for you to talk to one of the team and explain exactly what you are looking for. Rest assured, they
are always fully prepared with brochures and samples for you to look at so that you make the right
design choice for your home.

Castle Blinds prides itself on having a strong reputation for
offering a complete service from product choice through to
installation—their expert fitters will be on hand throughout to
talk you through the process to ensure that the end product is
nothing less than perfect. For your peace of mind there is also a
5 year guarantee on every product.

38 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS
bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

SALE NOW ON

If

.;..'I”!'."IHHHH-*

ERAHERSIONS
_EAULWISYY

aLhigs

s

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

72 zigbee

Compatible Solutions

Fee Perking

a0 years of innovative, safe sun protection

‘ 30 years of happy and satisfied customers /
ANNIVERSARY o e o M& a MW
199312023

CALL US ON 01384 273769

VISIT US IN STORE STREAM ROAD, KINGSWINFORD DY6 SNT
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HIMLEY PARK’S MYSTERY

SKELETON

Our good friend Alan Peace has very kindly sent in another article drawn from his
varied experiences whilst working as Himley Park Senior Warden. I do hope you
enjoy it.

A local history group from Wolverhampton had been carrying out research in Himley Park
trying to locate the exact location of the original 14th century chapel. This was removed in
1764 when the Earl of Dudley had all the properties making up Himley Village demolished
and relocated to their present locations.

Using ground penetrating radar the group located what they thought was the location of the
chapel and they were given permission to do an exploratory dig. They hit the footings of the
south east corner of the building on the nail and in the inside corner, in addition to some
wonderful floor tiles, they unearthed a skeleton complete with bronze shroud pins. The fact
that the body had been buried inside the building would indicate that it must have been
someone of importance but we have no idea who it was.

Once the necessary photographs and measurements had been taken the remains were left in
peace and the hole was filled in and the turf replaced. This is when things became really
entertaining! Because an undocumented skeleton had been unearthed, which could possibly
have been a recent murder victim for all anyone knew, the coroner had to be informed and
two or three weeks later two police officers came to my office in Himley Hall. They had
been sent by the coroner’s office to photograph the skeleton in-situ. That was obviously a
bit of a problem with it having been covered up again but I took the officers over and they
actually photographed the grass. In fairness there wasn’t really anything else they could do
as we certainly had no intention of digging the hole out again. All the available evidence,
however, pointed to the remains being from the 14th century so nothing further was done.

Alan Peace Himley Park Senior Warden 1985-2012
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*YOUR TIME IS OUR TIME »

Caring for our community
and here for your loved ones

The team at Jennings are dedicated to serving our local communities with
passion and pride. We are here to help you by providing you with the
highest standards of funeral care, listening carefully to your requests
and creating a heartfelt tribute to your loved one.

JENNINGS:

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

11 High Street, 3 High Street, Church Road,
Wednesfield WV11 1ST Sedgley DY3 1RP Wombourne WV5 9EZ
01902 723237 01902 661137 01902 898103

12 The Woodlands Centre, 484 Stafford Road, Jamieson Court,
Wood Lane, Oxley WV10 6AN 50/52 Wellington Road,
Willenhall WV12 5ND 01902 786795 Bilston WV14 6AG
01922 712153 6-7 The Square, 01902 491443
276-278 Penn Road, Codsall WV8 1PT St.James House,
Penn WV4 4AD 01902 845770 Horseley Fields WV1 3DN
01902 330357 01902 352251
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Imagine zero dry flme

n rv c a rn et Dry Carpet, Uphoistery & Hard Floor Cleaners
[ A » o b P -

3 | g
oz SN S

| Specialists
* Restoration & Recolouring

080048014918il
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SEPTEMBER

AT THE ROBIN

B uvermire

THE AC/DC SHOW

FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

THURSDAY 30 SEPTEMBER FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER

JUST LIKE LUTHE THE ELD ENCOUNTER NORTHERN SOUL TRAIN
LUTHER VANDROSS TRIBUTE ELD TRIBUTE NORTHERN SOUL BANE

SUNDAY G6TH SEPTEMBER THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER FRIDAY 117H SEPTEMBER
THE %lnmmzss MARTIN TURNER THE EMINEM SHOW
HAWKWIND TRIBUTE FORMER WISHBONE ASH HEM TRIBUT

ATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER THURSDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER lIFEFw]IiE lam E%Fﬁdﬁa?unw
BEATLEMANIA KING KING 0L TRIBLTE
SATURDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER suum %%TPF s&r;msm THURSDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER
BI-““ !II] S THE KINKS TRIBUTE SLE”"
FRIDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
JILTED GENERATION BY0B CD & RECORD FAIR
PRODIGY TRIBUTE SYSTEM OF A DOWN TRIBUTE MORNING EVENT

SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
HARVEST
NEIL YOUNG TRIBUTE

THURSDAY
17TH
SEPTEMBER

THEROBIN.CO.UK 01302401211
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OUT AND ABOUT: LUCARELLI

A review by Trevor Langley

It is said to be a good idea, for the heart, mind and soul, to get ‘out and about’ — maybe to somewhere
that has not been visited for a while (possibly years). Perhaps a favourite village, town or city, from
past times comes to mind with a return to view if it is the same, similar or has changed beyond all
recognition. I located multi award-winning Lucarelli restaurant (Est. April 2021) in Birmingham, at

a scenic canal-side setting. I had been recommended Lucarelli, for providing elegance, style and
authentic Italian cuisine to a high standard. Pristine table settings greet the eye, with crisp white linen.

To commence I chose BURRATA E ASPARAGI (Toasted Altamura bread with fresh Apulian burrata,
fresh tomatoes, roasted asparagus) from the Antipasti (Starters) list on the main menu. This aroused
my taste buds and gave me undoubted confidence in the courses to follow.

For the ‘main event’ I selected POLLO ALLA CALABRESE (Supreme of chicken, roasted peppers,
Calabrian ‘Nduja — Italian spicy pork sausage, spicy tomato sauce) from the Old Italian Favourites part
of the main menu. This dish arrived in style and aromas enticed me on to the mouth’s pleasures.
Flavoursome, and with a succulence that increased my confidence, the sensation of tastes, for the
complementing flavours of ingredients, showed that the very experienced kitchen personnel certainly
know how to impress diners. Head Chef is Doriano, who, with the brigade, all ensure that diners enjoy
a most memorable dining time. Other choices included Pasta, Risotto, Meats, Seafood and Pizza
variations, plus sides. ‘Compliments to Chef” — absolutely!

TIRAMISU (had to be) is my favoured dessert — Splendid! Quality wines/drinks have all requirements
covered. Classic Italian Liqueurs, Coffees, Teas and more are also listed. Gift vouchers are available —
perhaps surprise someone special? Parties, receptions, plus corporate events etc are easily arranged.
Thank you to Pasquale, for his genuine welcome and to Simone, for exemplary service throughout.
Highly recommended.

Lucarelli, 117 Wharfside Street, Mailbox, Birmingham B1 1RF. Tel: 0121 665 6762.
E-mail: mailbox@lucarelliholdings.co.uk Web: www.lucarellirestaurant.co.uk

Lucarelli’s sister restaurant with rooms (Est. June 2019) is also award-winning and located at
58 — 60 Seagar Street, West Bromwich B71 4AN. Tel: 0121 532 1552.
E-mail: westbrom@lucarelliholdings.co.uk Web: www.lucarellirestaurant.co.uk

COMING UP IN THE 4 Asaiways,
OCTOBER EDITION: 2 Enjoy!
“Out & About: Lowe’s i '
on Carter Street” i Thewor W
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solicitors

Legal services are better local

Wills | Lasting Power Of Attorney | Probate

Brierley Hill 01384 79731 \Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk | info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

PILLS, POTIONS...AND

POPPYCOCK!

Over the years there have been many
varied and wonderful remedies for some of
even the most minor ailments that

affected people. Some, indeed, are still
used whilst others—having no doubt
proved remarkably ineffective—have
disappeared without trace...until now!
Here are a few from the 1850s (although
we don’t suggest that you try them!).

Raw onion was applied to wasp and bee stings
to reduce the pain and swelling. To be
properly effective, though, the onion had to
be rubbed on with a clockwise motion.

In order to cure rheumatism it was said that
a potato should be placed in the sufferer’s
right hand pocket and kept there for a month
and a day.

Chilblains were sometimes treated by holding
down the patient whilst their foot was thrashed
with a substantial sprig of holly!

A spider’s web was used to stop bleeding and
to heal wounds, especially cuts.

A mixture of beetroot, sugar and old ale were
made into a tonic wine that was used to cure
anaemia (as was cold tea).

The milk from dandelion stems was frequently
used to cure warts...although it was said that
the dandelions must be picked before noon
otherwise the warts would double in size.

In many cases the remedies here were passed
on down the generations from grandmother to
mother to daughter. Few were written down
and, as with all oral history much has changed
and indeed been forgotten over the years.

Although many of the suggested actions were
part of local traditions, it is surprising how
widespread across the country they proved to
be—and how many of them had more than a
grain of truth in them.
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ON THE HOME FRONT

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING MAINTENANCE
REPAIRS

INSTALLATIONS

ON

PLUMBING & MAINTENANCE

07783709801 Ontapplumbing25@outlook.com

> e it

We Build It Ltd is a family-run business based in Shropshire.
Manufacturer of the Bio-Pure Sewage Treatment System
Suitable for both residential and commercial applications

We offer servicing contracts for all makes and models of
sewage treatment systems and pumpstations

Our services help ensure compliance with Environment Agency
regulations and support your Consent to Discharge obligations.

ovenblitz

Local oven cleaning specialists
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs
Website - www.ovenblitzmidlands.co.uk

0800 773 4870 / O7757 099529
Give us a try - we do the job you love to hate!!

fsb®

Qe Fieveg
!” ornal-based floris

e Sgial

All types of floristry work undertaken
Over 30 years experience
In-house florist for ] R Jones Funeral Direc t(n.s

L 07737 600541 @ jaynepickerilll35@gmail.com

Find us on

| Yedl.com |

J‘.{v

millennium garage

SMESTOW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,

WOMBOURNE WV5 8AY

Established 1986
SPECIALIST IN ALTERNATOR & STARTER MOTORS

MOT TESTS £40 + NO RETEST FEE
Free local collection service available
OE QUALITY PARTS USED

01902 894978

#SHAGGY DOG

A complete range of Grooming Services for

all sizes of Dogs & Cats :

« Pick - up & Drop - off Service

* Home Visits

* We also have a great range of gifts at our three shops

SEDGLEY GARDEN VILLAGE
Bilston Street Bridgnorth Road,

DY3 1A Shipley WVve 7EZ
call: 01902 661377 or 07848 039795

PLAZA MALL
Dudley Market
Place

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS

MOB: 07958 500386
KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS
DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS
ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the British Association
of Foot Health Professionals
* Neuropathy awareness
assessments made
« Nail Cutting - Fungal Nails
« Corns and Callous
« Ingrown Toenails
« Verrucae « Home Visits Only
Supporting diabetes & Arthritis
Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.
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YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

¥

e ‘ ~
SM4
Ww® R »
S PARK
YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY ELECTRICIAN
24 hr Emergency call out ¢ Electrical installation
Smart lighting, power and heating controls
Reduced rates for OAP’s ¢ Fault finding
Free inspection on first visit ¢ Fully Qualified - Fully insured

CLEAN & CARE 4U
deancaresueomxcoik DOMESTIC CLEANING

CLEANS& CARE + Dusting/Vacuuming/Mopping
« Kitchens & Bathrooms

' « Interior Glass & Mirrors
CLEANING & CARE
[ e+ Changing Bedding/Laundry
» Meal Preparation/Doing Dishes
4u

« Companionship
= Personal Care
« Medication Reminder

Find us on Facebook
cleanandcaresu

= 07598 299726

tuart's Handyman Services
A hardy man to bnow!”

Carpentry
Household DIY A family run business
Efficient service with competitive prices
== We offer tyre repairs and maintenance

Call in for a FREE Tyre check
All tyres available « Any Car « All Brands available

Kitchen and Bathroom fitting
Plumbing and ground-works

Tiling walls and floors...

Experienced kitchen & bathroom fitter. Jobs small or large, reliable and -

good quality work carried out. For free quotes call Stuart Phillips on [EEFERINEE RS MECTELCE L LY LR LTy M e

01902 896 166 — Hours 9am-5pm

Phone 01746 768840 Email:stuart@stuartshandymanservices.co.uk
Mobile 07818 883757 Website:www.stuartshandymanservices.co.uk

MRS DALTON'’S DAY SCHOOL

Few people realise that the Wombourne
Institute and ‘Hand In Hand’ was originally
built as far back as 1833 as a school.

Since 1806 the village had a Sunday School
which was held in rooms rented by a Mr Aston
but these soon proved inadequate. Sarah
Dalton, who lived in Lloyd House, donated the
money needed to build a new school which was
completed in 1833 and the first pupils attended
on 4th March 1834.

The building was used in this way until 1863 when a new school—again much larger—was
constructed. The deeds of the house stated that it must be used for community use and it
became the meeting place for the Mutual Improvement Society, a group led by the vicar.

A small library was installed and concerts, talks and debates were held within its walls.
Later the building became the Men’s Institute before being converted, for a short time,

into a clinic.

Today of course, it is the headquarters of a number of voluntary organisations as well as
being the parish offices.
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(et rid of your
Flat Koot worries |

ALL ASPECTS OF
ROOFING COVERED
FULLY INSURED



TOTAL MOBILITY

by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)
TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.POWERLINKMOBILITY.CO.UK

 FULLRANGE  + ROLLATORS
L A0S avaiLaLe T TRIWALKERS
§ INCLUDING 4 STAIRLIFTS
: + WHEELCHAIRS
+ ADJUSTABLE BEDS

4 RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
(NEW & PRE-OWNED)

FROM

Master craftsmen carpentry
with full design & planning service

Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

Bespoke fitted wardrobes for
bedrooms, dressing rooms and unique spaces
Bespoke media units

& bookcases, bespoke fitted home office & studies,
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

07930643723 contact@shawfitinteriors.com

f Take a look at our social media for examples of our work.
Search i’ shawfitinteriors.com

50 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



OR WHATEVER by John Sparry
Gone Fishin’

When the Tesla trillionaire, Elon Musk’s team of robot roofers, painters and decorators
first unload the solar-powered builders’ carts on the planet Mars, in preparation for the
erecting of pressurised flatpack prefabs for those unable to get on the housing ladder in
either Dudley, Dusseldorf or Dixville Notch, there could be a caveat from the world of real
estate.

As a confirmed subscriber to the ‘IMCIU
Society’ (it-might-come-in-useful) my
scrapbooks include this spot from the News
of the World, November 27, 1988. ‘Angling
fans are hooked on a New York firm’s offer
of fishing rights on Venus and Mars. United
Planet Commission gets £11 for a fifty yard
stretch and says, ‘Business is booming’.

MARTIAN ALES f
—'—g'cwﬁg'f(‘lﬂlvf
CRISPS= E °S

Temperatures resembling these during a
‘melt’ in the furnaces at the Earl’s Round
Oak Steelworks, and in addition, rivers
flowing with sulphuric acid rather than
water, seemed to negate Venus as a
piscatorial paradise.

SPEC1A LL\SED

AR KING FOR
P 5N|DENT- FIED
FLYING OB JIECTS
AT EXTRA CHARGE g}

- 3;5 e :_;: However, despite little digging machines

- already prospecting on Mars, one hopes
the long-held belief in the existence of canals on the Red Planet has not been entirely
dis-counted.

In any event we may be able to appoint a great, great grandson of James Brindley to
program the robots. As his canal-building ancestor used to tell fellow-waterway engineers
treating the clay at the bottom of the cut, “Puddle it, puddle it!”.

Anorakian note: ‘Cut’ was the proper word employed by those intrepid engineers of old.
Black Country folk, who don’t care for too much change, kept it along with their cups of
tay.

Mid-term note: Dixville Notch is usually first in delivering its vote in Presidential Elections.

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath
Mobile: 07831 342209

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!)
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Nectolas Barwell & Go. Jid

Accountants ® Tax Advisors

Stirfing House, Carriers Fold, Church Road, Wombourne, West Midlands, WV5 9D]
Tel: 01902 897141 Fax: 01902 897242
Email: benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk Website: www.nicholasbarwell.co.uk

/
We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients

Self Assessment tax return preparation and assistance thereon

Payroll and book-keeping services

VAT return preparation and assistance thereon

Business development and tax planning

Start-up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting

Corporation Tax returns and assistance thereon

INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.
Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on 01902 897141 or e-mail benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk.

The Wodehouse at Wombourne was the venue for a huge garden party in
September 1888. Attending the garden party were members of the
Wednesbury Senior & Junior Liberal Association, the Wednesbury Library
Club and the Tolstoi branch of the ladies’ league plus Liberals from Darlaston
and Tipton—a total of more than 1200 guests who were conveyed by a fleet of
over 100 vehicles to the house which, at that time was the residence of the
Hon. Philip Stanhope MP. Refreshments and entertainment were laid on

and a number of keen fishermen were given special permission to fish in the
Wodehouse’s lake. Later there were a number of rousing political speeches
before the crowds were transported back across the Black Country.

June 1891 saw Charles Malpass, a soldier from Kinver, appearing at Brierley

Hill Police Court charged with assaulting Arthur Drew at the Red Lion Inn at
Bobbington. Drew said that he was at a function at the pub and at around 11.45pm
he saw Malpass lying on the floor near the door. He said that Malpass seemed to be
drunk and lashed out at him, hitting him on the head four times with his belt. Other
witnesses, however, said that Drew and his friends had called Malpass a “Zulu”

and tripped him up. The case was found not proved.

The Venerable John Sugar was born in Wombourne in 1558 and became a
martyr in 1604 when he was hanged for being a Catholic priest. He had
studied at Oxford University before becoming a Protestant minister in East
Anglia. He then embraced the Catholic faith. He was arrested in 1603 and
spent a year in prison in Warwick before being taken to the gallows.
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Your local independent nursery As we grow grow with us!

From 1st September until mid November
the nursery will ONLY be opening on
Sundays from 10.00am-3.00pm.

Please follow
Us on
Facebook and
confact us on
07703 529004
fo book a
visit during
the week.

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com

A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Keep up to date by following our Facebook page f PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY
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Our good friends at the Odeon Cinema have
very kindly given us 2 x family passes to the
Odeon Cinema at Merry Hill, Dudley.

There are lots of great films due to be released
in the coming months so our winners will have
a wide selection to choose from. But remember —
if you don’t enter then you can’t win!

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with
ODEON CINEMA on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards,
backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all — or it may be misspelt!
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us.
Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the
closing date of Thursday, 24™ September 2026. Good luck!

EFRENOCCP O P UiLIU
1. CINEMA
C J O JC S UM I 'T ARIInS
3. MAGIC
N P O OG R S N B B s
A S D AD L o6 <] 1| 5. POPCORN
6. MUSIC
MTMS R W R |[A' T S |
R N A S S il o )il 8. AUDITORIUM
9. STARWARS
O EWME RO B 0. SCREENS
F VD E A Wl e o) 1| 11. BOOK
12. EVENTS
R EENT E 'S 'I B F EBER0)
EMUTI R ol L] | 14 PERFORMANCE
15. ODEON
PP J CD N O E D O BRI\
MISSING WORD: NAME:
ADDRESS:
POSTCODE: TEL NO:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND TO: ODEON CINEMA COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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All movies, all day from

£7

Exclusive to members
Download the app today

[ 5 [m]

s

my QDEON

*Price shown is exclusive to myODEON members when boaoking online, which includes a booking fee of £1 per ticket.
Additional upgrade costs apply for seat and screen upgrades. Price does not apply to special screenings and events.
Available at select ODEON cinemas only. Prices at other ODEON cinemas may vary.

For more details, see www.odeon.co.uk/privacy-and-legal/myodean-member-monday-and-saver-terms/
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The answers to our Brainteasers this month are better. We, however, are not convinced!
need a little more explanation than usual. So

2. The numeric value of the equation is
here goes:

9567 + 1085 = 10652
1. The answer to this puzzle has caused great
controversy both in America and the UK. Indeed,
in 2006 a full day’s debate about the answer to the
question was held at Oxford University. The
generally accepted answer seems to be that you 4. The answer (which surprised us) is “one
should change your choice. This is based on the thousand”.

fact that when you chose Box A initially you had

a one-in-three chance of being correct. If you now WATCH OUT FO

change to Box C then you have a one-in-two BRAIN

chance of the £1 million cheque and so the odds

3. This is much more straightforward. The four
people were a man and his son, his sister and her
daughter.

~ _COMPETITION WINNERS

"'* The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the AUGUST edition was
SGREWS which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who ?ch receive

.

e o ° a £50.00 B&Q VOUCHER are:

H'EATHER BRADLEY of STOURBRIDGE and
: RUSS BANKS of WOLVERHAMPTON

" - - You can find this month’s competition on page 54. "“ \ -~ %
1 18 L Y
o PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed — multlple entries will bé‘dlsqua d\
F . Wmners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date . .

Pattingham Drama presents

piffiire ElEls

written by Ratherine Seaior

18th to 21st November 2026

at 7.30 pm - Pattingham Village Hall

Tickets £12 online at www.ticketsource.co.ukipattingham-drama
or phone line: 0333 666 4466
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Cradiey Heath Amateur Operatic Society is proud to present...

- &

4 :
N 8 R

Music by Book by Lyrics by
ALAN MENKEN. CHERI/'STEINKELLNER GLENNISLATER
& BILL STEINKELLNER

Additional Book
laterial
AS CARTER
BEANE

o

SIourhriug‘é Town Hall
3rd-7th November 2026

www.seaty.co.uk/chaossisteract
077631489281

www_horoughhalls.co.uk/sister-act

Based on the Touchstone Pictures Motion Picture “Sister Act” written by Joseph Howard
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by MTI www.mtishows.co.uk
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Guest of the National Trust- Wolverhampton Centre

P esley Smith as

PLavy Hamilton

At Pavilion
412 Stafford Rd. Wolverhampton WV10 6A)

Tuesday 29th. September 2026
7.00 - 7.30 p.m. Tickets £20

Contact Janet Beddoes on 01902 733859

Family
History
Course

Wombourne Library will be offering a FREE 5 week
Family History course in association with Penny
from Midland Ancestors, starting in November. Get
help and advice to begin your journey into your
family's story

5 week course starting:
Wednesday 4th November at 10am

The course is absolutely FREE, but please book as plac-
es are limited

Contact Wombourne Library on 01902 506055 to book

Fortnightly on Thursdays
10 am-12.30 am
The Guide Hall
Mill Lane, Wombourne
Everyone welcome, experienced
handicrafters or beginners.
Bring along sewing, crochet
or knitting of your choice
or just join us for
coffee, biscuits and a chat.
£6.00 a session
No charge for first visit
Call Babs 07902622894
or Erica
ericawiddowson@hotmail.co.uk

MTEEIOD), e
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PSSR L 3\'"' J V efthe Somme
«a ’. *Fundralslng “ _3 ‘ .

2026 marks the 110"‘ anniversary of the battle of the

Satuj‘da«y 14t} November 2026 Somme. In a special presentation to ¢ ate the

event, Andrew Lound and Penelope Ferguson will represent
*
11am to 3pm

b i £

the many soldiers and nurses associated with the campaign.

g A moving and poignant presentation,
Lk

Wombourne Library

Queens Cross Network; % Tuesday 10° November

d 7:00pm-9:00pm (arrive for 6:45pm to be seated)
¥ Welllnﬂton RO&d DUd‘ey DY] IRB £4.50 per ticket (Booking Essential)

Refreshments served during an intermission.
Please contact Wombourne Library 01902 506055 email

FREE ENTRY ; .' wombourne.library@staffordshire.gov.uk to book your

tickets
YOUR
* i A In led Of ¥ e ¥ ok @?(Azﬂjmta‘?'m-}

‘S Dudley Deaf Children’s Society* ”§§“ * |

o Stalls include =%, 3. & | THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL
o Art, Christmas crafts, cards, pens, %3 BE IN THE OCTOBER 2026
9 '.0) S, UO(.het (.rdﬁS‘ n]"" bdkt‘S. N R ‘: EDITION AND THE COPY

. A
jewellery, personalised, % &= "
.clothmg and many more, " LY DA

2 N R Friday, 18th September 2026.
3 Don’t forget that insertions are free if
you run a Group or Association that
is non-profit making.

Please send your details via email
to Gail at
villagevoice @hotmail.co.uk

ntact dudleydeafch||drenssoc1ety@yahoo c
% or +447707404014 for more mformatlon1
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- The Womboume, Swindon, Penn & Kinver .

= Pwsi Pp =

KINVER AND BOBBINGTON -
LUNCH CLUB THE FORGOTTEN
meet on the last Tuesday of the month STAFFORDSH I RE
for five months (see below). The group WO RKH O U SE

meet at The Fox Inn, Bridgnorth
Road, Stourton DY7 5SBL
at 12.30pm to eat at 1.00pm
and then have a speaker.
The programme for 2026-27 starts at the
end of October. The group’s aim is to
raise funds for local charities.

DATES OF LUNCHES

27th OCTOBER 2026
Jim Seaton — SVR

24th NOVEMBER 2026
Phil Downing — Harvington Hall

23rd FEBRUARY 2027
Nicholas Baker — The Enville estate
and World War II

30th MARCH 2027
Mary Bodfish — Darling Elizabeth

27th APRIL 2027
Alan Peace - Why You Should Never
Work with Children or Animals.

If you would like any further
information please contact
Clive Corbett on
0790 6653 104
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M HIMLEY
CROQUET CLUB

PLAYED OUTDOORS - FRESH AIR AND SUNSHINE
GOOD FOR MENTAL HEALTH AND FITNESS
SOCIALISING - ALL DEMOGRAPHICS WELCOME
WE’RE CURRENTLY OFFERING FREE TRYOUTS
OF THE GAME WITH ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED

IF INTERESTED PLEASE CALL DAWN ON 07951 546 014
LOCATED IN THE GROUNDS OF HIMLEY HALL
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CARD & GIFT SHOPS
Maddie Moo’s
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® Joanne Stallard
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© Wombourne Tyres
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® Healing Hands Homecare
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CALL TODAY!
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PERFECT WILLS & ESTATE PLANNERS, protecting families for future generations

Trusts Dol

Join us for a FREE Seminar at our Wombourne Office
Kildonan, Maypole Street WV5 9JB
call 01902 271 951 to secure a place.

Our team will assess your requirements and discuss
the most effective service for your situation

v Property Protection Trust (& Flexible Life Interest Trust

(& Family Asset Protection Trust  (V Lasting Power of Attorney for Property &
Financial Affairs and Health & Welfare
(& Vulnerable Persons Trust

(@ Probate Applications

Does Your Will do Enough to Protect
your Loved Ones?

PERFECT WILLS & M
Putting Family Assets First _ “cicinm
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As much as we love to
see you, we know the
feeling isn't always
mutual.

Because, at some point

you, or someone you gggai%

care about, might need Willows Dental
a friendly, caring and sl e
available dental experi-

ence on your terms. O 1 902
As well as offering you 324230

all treatments under the

same roof, we can also ' Mon: 9am - 8pm

ide Opc fi q Tues: 9am - 8pm
provide Upc nnance an Weds: 9am - 8pm
Same day emergency Thurs: 9am - 8pm

: Fri: 9am - 8pm
appointmEiEs Weekends:  Emergencies only

So why don't you
put our number in
your phone justin
case?

01902 324230

Willows Dental ! o L www.willowsdental.co.uk
& Implant Centre -






