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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD 
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION 
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Cover story

IN THIS ISSUE
4 Win 2 x tickets to the Robin Club in Bilston

6 Brainteasers

10 From Wordsley to Burma

16,22,43,61 It’s A Fact!

28 Our Wordsearch Competition this month gives two lucky   
 winners the chance to win a family pass.

38 Did You Know?

46 Our Recipe of the Month this time is supplied by Helen   
 Beeston May of Windmill Bakery in Wombourne

52 CHAOS present their new show – Sister Act

72-73 Our ever-popular Speakers Column 

74-77 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is 
THURSDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER 2026. Entries received after this 
date will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

The end of September will once again see 
MacMillan Co� ee mornings being held 
countrywide. The event raises in excess of £25 million 
a year for this excellent cause. Why not check out their very 
informative website at co� ee.macmillan.org.uk/about/search
for details of events planned near you. It also gives you the chance 
to register with them and host your very own event – the website 
will give you information on hosting, co� ee morning resources 
and recipes. It will also enable you to request a fundraising kit to 
ensure that your co� ee morning runs smoothly.

Gail   
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DON’T MISS OUT ON 
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies 
of this edition of Village Voice

are delivered throughout 
Kingswinford, Wall Heath 

and Wordsley. 
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area. 
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline 
for the OCTOBER 2026 edition 

of VILLAGE VOICE is 
FRIDAY, 18th SEPTEMBER 2026.
 Please book your space early to 

avoid disappointment.

DO YOU RUN A 
NON PROFIT MAKING 

CLUB OR SOCIETY? 
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 23rd October 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to PATRICIA TUCKER of 
COSELEY who was the lucky winner of the 

two tickets on offer in the AUGUST 2026 edition.
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community-run business”
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Win £20,000 CASH when you 
replace your glass!
We’re celebrating 20 years of 
excellence – and you could win 
£20,000 in our Anniversary 
competition! To enter, simply spend 
£500 or more with us between now 
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear, 
a trusted family-run business, has 
been the UK’s leading domestic glass 
replacement specialists, serving as 
your One-Stop Shop for all your 
glazing requirements – and now we’re 
marking this milestone with an exciting 
competition where one lucky customer 
will win £20,000! We take pride in 
generating our own leads, crafting 
tailored quotes, and manufacturing 
our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors—our team 
consists entirely of skilled, in-house 
professionals, guaranteeing consistent 
quality and reliability. Every glass unit 
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting 
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame 
replacements that lead to unnecessary 
redecoration expenses? By replacing 

only the failed glass unit, we save you 
money and minimise disruption – 
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000 
prize draw while upgrading your home. 
Join over 344,000 satisfied customers 
who trust our ethical, affordable service. 
Failed double glazing can compromise 
your home’s protection and energy 
efficiency, so check your windows 
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been 
committed to saving customers money 
while supporting local communities. 
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our 
focus is on replacing just the glass, not 
the entire window, which reduces costs 
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop, 
we manage everything—from lead 
generation to crafting premium glass 
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated 
after-sales support—making us the 
smart, cost-effective choice in any 
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to 
enter the competition), 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T’s&C’s apply. 
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more 
information)

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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We do hope that you like these Brainteasers—with a little luck you should
be able to come up with the answers. If not, the answers can be found on page 68.

1. Imagine you are a contestant in a quiz
show.  The host gives you the chance to open
one of three boxes—A, B or C—in front of
you.  In one box is a cheque for £1 million
and in each of the other two is a £1 coin.  You
have a free choice and choose Box A.  The
host knows in which box the cheque is and
opens box B to show a coin.   He gives you
the opportunity to stick with your choice or to
change to Box C.  What do you do?

2. In the equation SEND + MORE =
MONEY each letter stands for a different
number.  Can you work out the numbers?

3. One evening there was a power cut and
the four people watching the television.
suddenly found that there was nothing to do
but actually talk to each other.  One of them
said: “Did you know that sitting here is a
mother, father, sister, brother, son, daughter,
nephew, niece, aunt, uncle and a couple
of cousins—and yet we are all blood
relations?”  How can that be?

4. If you were to write every number in
words (one, two, three etc) what number
would be the first one with an “A” in it?

We do hope that you like these Brainteasers—with a little luck you should
be able to come up with the answers.  If not, the answers can be found on page 56.

Imagine you are a contestant in a quiz show.  
The host gives you the chance to open one of 
three boxes—A, B or C—in front of you.  
In one box is a cheque for £1 million and in 
each of the other two is a £1 coin.  You have 
a free choice and choose Box A.  The host 
knows in which box the cheque is and opens 
box B to show a coin.   He gives you the 
opportunity to stick with your choice or to 
change to Box C.  What do you do?

In the equation SEND + MORE = MONEY 
each letter stands for a different number.  Can 
you work out the numbers?

One evening there was a power cut and the 
four people watching the television suddenly 
found that there was nothing to do but 
actually talk to each other.  One of them 
said: “Did you know that sitting here is a 
mother, father, sister, brother, son, daughter, 
nephew, niece, aunt, uncle and a couple  
of cousins—and yet we are all blood 
relations?”  How can that be?

If you were to write every number in words 
(one, two, three etc) what number would be 
the first one with an “A” in it?
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Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers

FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

DARTS, POOL TABLE 
& OTHER PUB GAMES

10P BACK FOR 
EVERY £1 SPENT 

LOYALTY 
CARD

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

LIVE SPORT

EVERY WEEK

LIVE  MUSIC&
ENTERTAINMENT

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Amy  
3+2  £1,499

3+1+1  £1,699

Stratus  
3+2  £1,199

3+1+1  £1,499

Emily  
3+2  £1,499

3+1+1  £1,699

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

 GET AN 
EXTRA 

10% OFF
INSTORE

WITH THIS 
VOUCHER 
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Amy  
3+2  £1,499

3+1+1  £1,699

Stratus  
3+2  £1,199

3+1+1  £1,499

Emily  
3+2  £1,499

3+1+1  £1,699

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

 GET AN 
EXTRA 

10% OFF
INSTORE

WITH THIS 
VOUCHER 
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One of the most illustrious sons of Wordsley was Sir Edgar Joseph Holberton who was 
born at Greenbank Villa in May 1874. 
The son of a local solicitor John Lidstone Holberton and his wife Emily, Edgar enjoyed a 
formal education at Sherborne College and Magdalene College, Cambridge before joining 
the Bombay-Burma Trading Corporation in Rangoon. 
At this time—1899—the company was one of the most powerful on the Indian sub-continent 
and, indeed, had sparked the Third Burmese War which led to Britain annexing the country.  
This came about following increasing interest from France and resulted in a massive fine 
being imposed on the company by the Burmese government for allegedly harvesting too 
much wood from the forests.   The government refused to reconsider its position and, such 
was the political power of the company, the British Army moved in. 
From 1899 until 1908 Holberton steadily rose through the ranks of the company until he 
eventually became a director of the main company as well as the manager of the tea growing 
division.  As well as these duties from 1918 until 1920 he was Chairman of the Burma 
Chamber of Commerce, during which time he was awarded a CBE. 
In 1921 he relinquished his role within the Bombay-Burma Trading Corporation but stayed 
on in India until 1923 as a Member of the Council of the State of India.  In 1921 he received 
his knighthood in recognition of his work for Anglo-Indian commerce. 

He returned to England 
and in 1934 he became 
Chairman and Managing 
Director of Lagonda, the 
luxury car company.  
Unfortunately the  
company was in a  
parlous state and, despite 
Sir Edgar’s efforts, the 
receivers were called in 
the following year. 
Subsequently the  
company was sold and 
continued to produce 
cars, before being  
acquired later by Aston 

Martin.  Initially the company had been sold to Alan Good (who persuaded W.O. Bentley  
to leave Rolls Royce and join him in the venture) and during the period 1935-1947 a number  
of classic Lagonda models were launched. 
Meanwhile after his forced retirement from Lagonda, Sir Edgar spent his latter days quietly 
in London where he died in 1946. 

FROM WORDSLEY TO BURMA 

A Lagonda 16/80 from 1934, just before the company called in the receivers.  
Some 261 were manufactured using a 1991cc Crossley engine and many—like 

this one—were later converted from saloon models to tourers.  A similar car was 
auctioned and fetched almost £40,000.   

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   10 27/08/2026   05:13
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Tel: 07557989548
Email: info@gkraftupholstery.co.uk

Website: gkraftupholstery.co.uk
Visit our showroom in

The Old Mill Antiques Centre 
49 Mill street
Bridgnorth 
WV15 5AG

T A I L O R  M A D E  F U R N I T U R E

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   11 27/08/2026   05:13
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For many years John Homer has been  
involved with West Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and the Black Country 

Living Museum, and is also a founder-
member of the ‘ME, MYSELF AND I’ group 
which is a dementia support group for carers. 

He is a speaker on everything and anything to 
do with the Black Country and local football. 

He has now put pen to paper to produce a 
book of poetry ‘Poems from a Black  

Country Bloke’ which is dedicated to all 
things Black Country—a wonderful  

collection of poems about his youth and life 
in general.  

The book is available to buy at £9.99 (plus 
postage)—please contact John on  
07818 291578 or 01384 236827  

or email him at  
johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

 

For many years John Homer has been  
involved with West Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and the Black Country 

Living Museum, and is also a founder-
member of the ‘ME, MYSELF AND I’ group 
which is a dementia support group for carers. 

He is a speaker on everything and anything to 
do with the Black Country and local football. 

He has now put pen to paper to produce a 
book of poetry ‘Poems from a Black  

Country Bloke’ which is dedicated to all 
things Black Country—a wonderful  

collection of poems about his youth and life 
in general.  

The book is available to buy at £9.99 (plus 
postage)—please contact John on  
07818 291578 or 01384 236827  

or email him at  
johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

WARTIME DEATH OF TEENAGER 

In 1915 Kingswinford was rocked by the 
news that Laura Horton (36) of Water 
Street had been charged with the murder 
of her 18 year old daughter Elizabeth 
Lavinia Horton. 
On 27th September in that year Laura stabbed 
Elizabeth with a kitchen knife after a row over  
the youngster being out late.   The mother  
immediately went upstairs and told her eldest  
son, Gilbert, what she had done and he was  
despatched off to call a doctor and the police.   
Elizabeth—gravely injured—was taken to hospital 
and when the police arrived her mother was 
charged with unlawful wounding and taken into 
custody. 
Unfortunately some five days later the young  
girl died as a result of her injuries and the charge 
against Laura was changed to murder.  At the  
magistrates’ court hearing evidence was produced 
that Elizabeth had been something of a “wild 
child” and had been very disrespectful and  
disobedient to her mother.  Furthermore a post 
mortem showed that the girl had suffered a mis-
carriage some 10 days prior to her injury and that 
the argument between mother and daughter was 
caused because she had gone to Brierley Hill 
Wake and had stayed out very late, the latest  
of a series of many such episodes.  After due  
consideration the magistrates decided that a  
charge of manslaughter was more appropriate  
than one of murder and Laura was committed to 
stand trial on this charge at Stafford Assizes the 
following day. 
She pleaded not guilty to manslaughter but guilty 
of maliciously wounding Elizabeth.   This plea 
was deemed acceptable to the prosecutor and the 
manslaughter charge was dropped. 
The Judge said that the case was a difficult one  
to sentence as it was clear that there had been  
considerable provocation involved. 
Finally the Judge decided to sentence Laura  
Horton to nine months imprisonment with hard 
labour—but also gave her a very stern warning to 
rein in her temper in the future. 
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DECORMAR
Home Garden & Pet Supplies

Cards & Gift Bags ●  Key Cutting ● Calor Gas  ● Logs & Coal

Come and visit your local hardware store for everything you 
will need (and more) for your home. If you are looking for a 
new broom then come and browse our extensive stock of 

BUFFALO brushware – the veritable king of brushes.

11A Enville Rd, Kingswinford DY6 0JT
Monday - Friday 9am – 5pm  Saturday 9am – 4:30pm  
Sunday hours (from April) 10am – 1pm 01384 274312

DECORMAR
Home Garden & Pet Supplies

DECORMAR
Home Garden & Pet Supplies

Wall H
eath

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   13 27/08/2026   05:13



14 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience l

  No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount✸✸

l Tree Work l  Paths l  Fencing l Turf l Artificial Grass l  Driveways l  Block 
paving l Tarmac l Ground works l Drainage l Gates and gateways l Patios

l  Tree Work
l  Paths
l  Fencing
l  Turf
l  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

l  Driveways
l  Block paving

l  Tarmac
l  Ground 

works
l  Drainage

l  Gates and 
gateways

l Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

l  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

★★ ★

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY
GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT

GUARANteedG U A R A N T E E
D

PR
EM

IUM PRODUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM

£39
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience l

  No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount✸✸

l Tree Work l  Paths l  Fencing l Turf l Artificial Grass l  Driveways l  Block 
paving l Tarmac l Ground works l Drainage l Gates and gateways l Patios

l  Tree Work
l  Paths
l  Fencing
l  Turf
l  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

l  Driveways
l  Block paving

l  Tarmac
l  Ground 

works
l  Drainage

l  Gates and 
gateways

l Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

l  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

★★ ★

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY
GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT

GUARANteedG U A R A N T E E
D

PR
EM

IUM PRODUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM

£39
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interiors

FITTED KITCHENS, 
WARDROBES & 
STORAGE SOLUTIONS
Master craftsmen carpentry 
with full design & planning service
KITCHENS Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen 
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors 
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

WARDROBES Bespoke fitted wardrobes for 
bedrooms, dressing rooms and unique spaces

STORAGE SOLUTIONS Bespoke media units 
& bookcases, bespoke fitted home office & studies, 
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

Contact Andy for a free quotation
MOBILE: 07930 643723   EMAIL: contact@shawfitinteriors.com

shawfitinteriors.com
Take a look at our social media for examples of our work. 

Search ‘Shawfit Interiors’.

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 In the late 19th century it was not unusual for some men to have at least two 

unrelated careers at the same time.  Dr Guy Grindlay, for example, was the best 
known GP in the Audnam area and Medical Officer of Health for Kingswinford 
for more than 30 years. As part of these duties he was the chief medical officer 
for the Isolation Hospital in Stallings Lane as well as Wordsley Workhouse.  
Quite separate from his medical activities, Dr Grindlay was chairman of local 
brickmakers Harper & Moore.  In this capacity he regularly spent time in all the 
production departments talking to the men employed in every section of the 
company. 
Wall Heath was once the venue for ‘Cobham’s Flying Circus’, a very 
spectacular series of stunt flying exploits.  A crowd of over 20,000  
people flocked to the old aerodrome off the Mile Flat in April 1935 to 
witness the event which also included a parachute jump by Helen  
Naomi Heron-Maxwell. 

In the mid 1800s one of the most notable residents of  Wall Heath was local  
architect William Bourne who designed a number of churches and public  
buildings in and around the Black Country.  One monument that he did design 
was erected in Halesowen and he engaged Henry Beeson of the Victoria  Marble 
& Stone Works to undertake its production.  Unfortunately the work was sub-
standard and had to be done again.  In apologising for the delay Bourne told his 
client “Beeson is in some respects the most foolish man I know but I have never 
found him to be dishonest.” 
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A ROOFING COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

07973 116 365 – 07739 564 133

Monday
Madness!
CURRIES
plusRice *DELIVERYCHARGESAND

TERMS&CONDITIONSAPPLY.

foronly
£15*

TAKE-AWAYONLY

2
TELEPHONE

01284 719116

108 RISBYGATE STREET • BURY ST EDMUNDS • IP33 3AA

VISIT OURWEBSITE
www.orissabse.co.uk

ALL
 ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 

UNDERTAKEN 

FROM COMPLETE 

NEW ROOFS 
TO SMALL 
REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS 
FELT FLAT ROOFING – FIBREGLASS ROOFING – ROOF REPAIRS

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS 
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Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD
FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

01384 221567 07856 898558

ALEXANDER’S
FINE GARDENING

PROFESSIONAL BORDER MAINTENANCE:
MANUAL WEEDING, EDGE DEFINITION AND

PLANTING.

PLANT HEALTH AND SOIL CARE: 
MULCHING, FEEDING AND PEST MONITORING.

HEDGE TRIMMING AND SHAPING:
PRECISION CUTTING FOR SMALL HEDGES AND

TOPIARY.

SPECIALIST PRUNING AND TRAINING:
SEASONAL PRUNING TO ENCOURAGE

FLOWERING AND MAINTAINING HEALTHY
STRUCTURES. 

INCLUDING WISTERIA, ROSES AND FRUIT TREES.

07581182987
ALEX@ALEXANDERSFINEGARDENING.CO.UK
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Clear, supportive advice for you and your family at
every stage.

Guiding you through
life's most important
decisions

Trusted Legal Expertise Since 1867

Birmingham | Cheltenham | Dudley | Kingswinford | London | Merry Hill | Walsall | Worcester

NBB Waldrons is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No. 564439).

Office Locations

Speak To Our Kingswinford Team Today
01384 888 771 | lawyers@nbbwaldrons.co.uk
nbbwaldrons.co.uk

Clear,
every

Gu
life
de

Trusted Legal Expertise Since 1867

Birmingham | Cheltenham | Dudley | Kingswinford | London | Meerry Hiill | Walsall | Worcester

NBB Waldrons is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No. 5644439).

Offfff ice Locations

supportive advice for you and yoyour ffamily at
stage.

uiding you thhrough
e's most imppoortant
ecisions

Speak To Our Kingswinfoorrrrdd Team Today
0011338844 888888 777711 || llaawwwyyywywwywwyw eerrs@nbbbwaldrons.co.uk
nbbwaallddrroonns.co.uk
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After the success of the recent Dog Show on 31st May we would 
like to thank everyone who attended. The winner was Abraham.
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8 Townsend Place, Kingswinford DY6 9JL

Engin and his team welcome you to The Village Cafe experience where all 
food is freshly prepared to order and using only the best of ingredients

BREAKFASTS • LUNCHES • LIGHT BITES • CAKESBREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHT BITESBREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHT BITES CAKESLIGHT BITES

ALL DAY BREAKFASTS AND FULL ENGLISH SET BREAKFAST
Tea and toast or bread and butter served 8am - 4pm

TRY OUR HOMEMADE LASAGNE, SHEPHERDS PIE AND OMELETTES

OPEN SUNDAYS
9.00am – 3.00pm  

All Day Breakfasts

Sunday Lunches
served

12.00 noon – 3.00pm
(booking essential)
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xxxxxx

COMPETITIVE RATES

Nationwide Coverage • Local Engineers • Trusted Across the UK

We work in theWe work in the

Walsall, Wolverhampton,Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry

Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry
and all surrounding areas.all surrounding areas.and all surrounding areas.

West MidlandsWest Midlands

01384 847451

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed
Highly Experienced

OAP
Discount
Speak to
us today!

OAP
Discount

1-2 Hour
Response

time!

12 Month
guarantee
on labour!

12 Month
guarantee
on labour!

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

Subject to
engineer

availability

Same-Day
Emergency

Response

OUR SERVICES
Full / Part Rewires
Sockets & Lighting

Showers Installed

Fully Qualified Electrician

Fuse Board Changes

Inspection & Testing

Landlord safety Certs.
EICR

Rightio
Electricians

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 From 1860 until around 1894 much of the water used in the Kingswinford  

area had been pumped all the way from the outskirts of Lichfield despite the 
fact that the quality was somewhat variable and the supply subject at times to 
lengthy disruption.  Eventually it was decided to sink some boreholes at  
Ashwood in the Smestow Valley and the resulting water supply totalled almost 
four million gallons a day.  The Hinksford pumping station further down the 
valley was brought into service in 1899 and provided a further one million  
gallons a day for the use of residents across Dudley. 

In 1900 the Brierley Hill & District Football League comprised 13 teams—
Woodside Rovers, Groveland Villa, Brockmoor Harriers, Tipton Lancers, Pensnett 
Victoria, Amblecote Rovers, Old Park Unity, Kingswinford Wanderers, Netherton 
Red Rose, Woodside Wanderers, Dudley St George’s, Dudley Christ Church and 
Gornal Excelsior. 
In 1916 there was a vicious argument raging between the two district councils 
of Amblecote and Kingswinford.  The clerk of Amblecote Urban Council wrote 
to his opposite number in Kingswinford complaining about the accumulation 
of waste paper on the Kingswinford side of Brettel Lane.  A reply was quickly 
forthcoming suggesting that as the paper had blown from the Amblecote side 
of the border it should be the Amblecote Council that was responsible for  
removing it.  After several weeks of claim and counterclaim the problem was 
finally resolved by the two councils providing an equal number of men  to clear 
up the mess. 
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BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

● New Grave Stones ●  Pet Memorials
● Garden Memorials ● Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone:  01384 985923
Mobile:   07956 872130

Website: www.bates-memorials.com
Green Powered Enterprise

100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Lower Gornal, 

Dudley DY3 2DZ
Tel: 01384 985923  Mobile: 07956 872130 

Call for a Free Survey

SAM BATESSAM BATESSAM BATES
Granite QuartzGranite QuartzGranite Quartz

Bespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke Worktops
Clean, dry, secure space

Shelved and carpeted
Ideal for documents that must be legally 

retained for seven years or more 
£50 per month

Contact Sam 07956 872130
Unit 4, Holloway St West, Gornal

DOCUMENT STORAGE

GARDEN MEMORIALS
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 KINGSWINFORD MAN AT WATERLOO 
We came across an interesting tale of a Kingswinford man who fought at the Battle of 
Waterloo in 1815. 
Elijah Pagett was born in 1792 and was baptised at St Mary’s Church at the end of that year.  His  
parents were Joseph and Mary Pagett.  At the age of 17, Elijah 
enlisted in Captain George Crozier’s Company of the 44th 
Regiment of Foot.  In his papers he was described as being 5ft 
5in tall with dark brown hair, grey eyes and a fair complexion.  
His Regiment took an active part in both the Peninsular War  
between 1812 and 1814 and also in the Battle of Waterloo in 
Belgium where Wellington’s forces inflicted a great defeat on 
Napoleon’s troops in 1815. 
During the Battle of Waterloo Pagett was injured—it is  
recorded that he suffered a gunshot wound to his left leg—and 
indeed did not return to England straightaway until he had recovered some of his strength and  
mobility.  He was discharged in 1816 with a pension of 9d a week and he settled in Tipton where he 
became a leather worker (although he was also described as a “shoemaker” and “cordwainer” as well).  
In 1859 his wife, Jane, died in their house in Guns Lane, West Bromwich where they had moved three 
years earlier.  Elijah and Jane had brought up eight children all of whom continued to live in the area.  
Later Elijah was to spend some time in a retirement home for soldiers in London before returning to 
West Bromwich where he died in 1878.  He is buried at All Saints Church, West Bromwich. 
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Labour
Guaranteed

xxxxxx

Rightio Drainage
Experts

OAP
Discount

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed
Flexible Appointment Times

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

Subject to
engineer

availability

Same-Day
Emergency

Response

Nationwide Coverage • Local Engineers • Trusted Across the UK

OUR SERVICES
Blocked Drains

Blocked Sinks
Blocked Showers

Blocked Toilets

Blocked Baths
Kitchen Waste Pipes
Appliance Blockages
Drain Repairs
Drain Replacement
CCTV Survey

Subject to Terms & Conditions
Saniflos

Backed by
Rightio

Accredited by:

We work in theWe work in the

Walsall, Wolverhampton,Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry

Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry
and all surrounding areas.all surrounding areas.and all surrounding areas.

West MidlandsWest Midlands

01384 847450
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WHEN THE CIRCUS 

CAME TO TOWN 
Although the Big Top has always been a regular 
feature in and around the Dudley area, April 1935 
saw a very different type of circus come to town.  
The occasion was the visit of Cobham’s Flying 
Circus to the Mile Flat at Wall Heath.  Over 
20,000 people travelled to the makeshift  
aerodrome to see a variety of planes—including  
an Avro Tutor, De Havilland Dragon, Gipsy 
Moth—and a Handley Page—put through their 
paces in spectacular displays. 
Highlights of the shows were a parachute jump  
by Naomi Heron-Maxwell and stunt flying by 
Geoffrey Tyson whilst a number of lucky visitors 
had the chance of taking a pleasure trip over  
Kingswinford, Pensnett and Gornal before  
returning to Wall Heath. 

Such was the draw of this attraction that special 
buses had to be laid on to bring the thousands of 
spectators to the Mile Flat and on both days of the 
displays the ‘Sold Out’ signs were hoisted.   
Indeed, the thousands who travelled to Wall Heath 
were joined by many, many more who watched 
from vantage points in Sedgley and Upper Gornal.  
Despite the success Cobham’s Flying Circus never 
returned to Wall Heath although it did give other 
performances in Wolverhampton and Walsall. 

A�ernoon tea
Speciality!

We serve 
Breakfast 

and 
light 

lunches

Daily 
fresh cakes with 

gluten free and vegan 
options available on 

our menu. 

Free parking on 
�e Crown Pub 
opposite
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!

www.dreamworld.furniture

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE

S U I T E S  •  D I N I N G
M A T T R E S S E S  •  B E D S 

UP TO £1000 PART 
EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while 
stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO

75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE

S U I T E S  •  D I N I N G
M A T T R E S S E S  •  B E D S 

UP TO £1000 PART 
EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while 
stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO

75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE

Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Find us on

Improved 
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
AS A THREE 
PIECE SUITE

MORE COLOURS AVAILABLE!

NEW LEATHER 
SUITE RANGE 

IN STORE, 
WITH OPENING 

OFFERS 
ACROSS THE 

RANGE!

PROMOTIONAL 
OFFER 

AVAILABLE!

FREE LEATHER 
UPGRADE AND 
COLOURS OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 

AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF 
YOUR OLD BED AND 

FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

Improved 
Circulation

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓    Premium mattresses
✓    Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

More colours available - Aff ordable luxury - Fast Delivery

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm | Sun 11am - 3pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

BEST SELLER
MORE 

COLOURS 
AVAILABLE!

ALL SIZES 
AND COLOUR 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND 
BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
AND FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF 
YOUR CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

DINING 
FURNITURE 
STARTING 
FROM £199

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 
GUARANTEED!
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
AS A THREE 
PIECE SUITE

MORE COLOURS AVAILABLE!

NEW LEATHER 
SUITE RANGE 

IN STORE, 
WITH OPENING 

OFFERS 
ACROSS THE 

RANGE!

PROMOTIONAL 
OFFER 

AVAILABLE!

FREE LEATHER 
UPGRADE AND 
COLOURS OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

WIDE RANGE OF DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 

AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF 
YOUR OLD BED AND 

FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE UP TO £1,000

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU  
TEL: 01384 295660

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓    Premium mattresses
✓    Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 
starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

More colours available - Aff ordable luxury - Fast Delivery

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm | Sun 11am - 3pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

BEST SELLER
MORE 

COLOURS 
AVAILABLE!

ALL SIZES 
AND COLOUR 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND 
BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
AND FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF 
YOUR CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

DINING 
FURNITURE 

STARTING 
FROM £199

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓    Premium mattresses
✓    Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

More colours available - Aff ordable luxury - Fast Delivery

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm | Sun 11am - 3pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

BEST SELLER
MORE 

COLOURS 
AVAILABLE!

ALL SIZES 
AND COLOUR 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND 
BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
AND FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF 
YOUR CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

DINING 
FURNITURE 
STARTING 
FROM £199

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓    Premium mattresses
✓    Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

More colours available - Aff ordable luxury - Fast Delivery

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm | Sun 11am - 3pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

BEST SELLER
MORE 

COLOURS 
AVAILABLE!

ALL SIZES 
AND COLOUR 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND 
BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
AND FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF 
YOUR CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

DINING 
FURNITURE 
STARTING 
FROM £199

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation
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DINING 

FURNITURE 

STARTING 

FROM 

£199

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED AND FURNITURE FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF YOUR CHOICE

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓    Premium mattresses
✓    Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

More colours available - Aff ordable luxury - Fast Delivery

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm | Sun 11am - 3pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

BEST SELLER
MORE 

COLOURS 
AVAILABLE!

ALL SIZES 
AND COLOUR 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING AND 
BEDROOM FURNITURE AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
AND FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO A ROOM OF 
YOUR CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

DINING 
FURNITURE 
STARTING 
FROM £199

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation
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FREE 
LEATHER 
UPGRADE 

AND COLOURS 

OF YOUR 
CHOICE!

IF YOU CAN’T 
GET TO US 

WE CAN COME 
TO YOU
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Our good friends at the Odeon Cinema have  
very kindly given us 2 x family passes to the 

Odeon Cinema at Merry Hill, Dudley.  
There are lots of great films due to be released 
in the coming months so our winners will have 

a wide selection to choose from. But remember – 
if you don’t enter then you can’t win!  

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
ODEON CINEMA on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 

Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Thursday, 24th September 2026. Good luck!

E F R E N O C C P O P
C J O J C I S U M I T
N P O O G O R S N B B
A S D A D T A C L K F
M T M S R A W R A T S
R N A S S T E T K M
O E W M E J I E I O L
F V D E A O M N G O I
R E E N T J E S I B F
E M U I R O T I D U A
P P J C D J N O E D O

WIN 

TICKETS 

TO THE 

ODEON  

CINEMA

HIDDEN WORDS
1. CINEMA
2. FILMS
3. MAGIC
4. DIGITAL
5. POPCORN
6. MUSIC
7. TIME
8. AUDITORIUM
9. STARWARS
10. SCREENS
11. BOOK
12. EVENTS
13. FOOD
14. PERFORMANCE
15. ODEON
16. SEAT

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: ODEON CINEMA COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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*Price shown is exclusive to myODEON members when booking online, which includes a booking fee of £1 per ticket. 
Additional upgrade costs apply for seat and screen upgrades. Price does not apply to special screenings and events. 

Available at select ODEON cinemas only. Prices at other ODEON cinemas may vary. 
For more details, see www.odeon.co.uk/privacy-and-legal/myodeon-member-monday-and-saver-terms/

Exclusive to members
Download the app today

All movies, all day from

£7*
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There is no place like home!

Tipton based, providing care in the following areas:
Kingswinford, Wall Heath, Wombourne, Penn, Wolverhampton, 

Sedgely, Dudley, Wordsley, Stourbridge

CONTACT US TODAY – manager@caringwithdignity.co.uk
T: 07711 408527 | 07862 726527 | 0121 493 5158 | 0121 493 5159

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Personal care

Shopping 

Welfare checks

Housework 

Cooking and Cleaning 

Hospital buddying 

Day & night time sitting service

Companionship 

Electronic recording family members can 
access at any time for peace of mind.

WE SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING:
● Children 0-18
●  Adults 18 years and over
●  People living with autism, learning disabilities or both
●  People living with dementia
●  People with mental health issues
●  Physical health problems 
●  Continence support
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With over 20 years experience in commercial vehicle sales, 
we o� er a tailored service unrivalled by others.

We specialise in providing high quality vehicles at competitive prices and can source 
any requirements, should we not currently stock what you are looking for.

We can provide a free valuation, should you be looking to part exchange 
and o� er a three month warranty period from point of purchase. 

Call our team to discuss your requirements further.

Sell Your Van To Us!
Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
West Midlands
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
Monday – Friday 08:30 – 17:00
Saturday – Appointment only

Sunday – Closed

Welcome to Euro Van Centre

Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk
www.eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Monday – Friday 08:30 – 17:00
Saturday – Appointment only

Sunday – Closed

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
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Supporting families in the West Midlands with compassion, 
dignity and guidance when you need it most.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans  •  Immediate Help 24/7
Traditional & Direct Funerals

Home visits available by appointment, offering support 
in the comfort of your own surroundings.

For immediate help and caring advice, please call:

Five Ways House, Lake Street, 
Lower Gornal, Dudley, DY3 2AU

01902 880040

62 Market Street, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands, DY6 9LH

01384 296683

8 - NED6073 - NE Downing - Village Voice - 184x131mm.indd   1 12/02/2026   11:26
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  ONE COMMUNITY UPDATE BY SHAZ SALEEM 
Hey wonderful people of Kingswinford and Wall Heath,  I’m very proud 
to be part of the Village Voice writing a monthly blog to highlight 
amazing community groups and community champions. 

The Big Showdown
The Big Showdown... was just that!!!  Me and Patrick Harley 
promised two things: 1. Give respect to boxing and 2. Raise an 
incredible amount for the Mayor’s chosen charities. The 700 
strong crowd will tell you we delivered as we 
gave them a show to remember!!!  
Firstly a huge thank you to everyone who 
supported us on this incredible journey, secondly 
Patrick deserves all the respect and credit for 
an awesome night of entertainment!!! The final 
amount will be announced soon, but thank you 
all for helping us make 
history!!
A huge thank you to 
Wayne Evans, staff at 
Dudley Borough Halls, 
L.A Motors, Esquire.
UK, Fortnocks Health 
Club, The Sports Shop 
& Custom Clothes, 
Stanley Fish and Chips, 
Don Dudley Arms, and 
Bhangra Smash Up for 
supporting me!!

Supporting The Bert Bissell Memorial 
Society
I’m proud to serve as Vice-chair for the Bert 
Bissell Memorial Society. Bert Bissell was an 
incredible man who dedicated his life supporting 
others, especially the young. He climbed Ben 
Nevis an amazing 107 times... I’m only a 97 
behind! This year is the 81st anniversary of VJ Day 
plus the 101st anniversary of Bert’s Bible Class. 
Members of the Bert Bissell Memorial Society 
led by Alderman Steve Waltho MBE took on the 
annual climb of the mighty Ben Nevis in honour 
of the late great Bert Bissell.  

       07786 196666             askshaz@hotmail.co.uk            @shazsaleem001

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general

building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Contact me

Upcoming community events  
Every Saturday 7pm - listen to the One Community Show on Black Country Xtra  l 11th and 25th September
- Kuppa Club - 9.15am to 11am at Wall Heath Tavern l 6th and 20th September - Kingswinford & Wall 
Heath Litter Pick - 10am l Kingswinford in Bloom meet every Saturday and Sunday 10am by the library 
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Services Offered:

• Kitchen Cleans

 • Bathroom Cleans 

 • Mopping 

 • Dusting, Polishing 

 • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen

 • Deep Cleans

 • Window Cleaning

   07873 707740

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.
DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

BEACON NURSERIES
&  PLANT CENTRE

We have over 3,000 shrubs 
in stock including:

Magnolias, Azaleas, 
Cordylines, Heucheras, 

Hostas, Ferns
and many more

From £3.95

WE ALSO STOCK COMPOST

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY
Tel: 01902 882933

Whilst looking through the family tree of the Earls of Dudley there are a 
remarkable number of famous actors and actresses associated with the  
family.  Probably best known was the wife of the 4th Earl of Dudley,  
William Humble David Ward.   She was Maureen Swanson who starred in 
various films including “Moulin Rouge” and “A Town Like Alice”.  She 
admitted to an affair with Stephen Ward who was central to the Profumo 
Affair involving (amongst others) Christine Keeler and Mandy Rice-Davies. 
Earlier in the family history the 2nd Earl of Dudley (William Humble 
Ward) married Gertie Millar who was a well-known singer, dancer and 
actress of the 1920s and known as one of the ‘Gaiety Girls’ after the theatre 
in which she regularly appeared.  It was said that she was one of the most 
photographed women in the Edwardian period. 
Her great grand-daughter was Rachel Ward, the celebrated model and  

actress who starred in the TV series “The Thorn Birds”. 
William Dudley Ward, the great grandson of William Humble Ward, 10th Baron, had two daughters, 
one of whom was Penelope Dudley-Ward (seen above left) who became a leading actress in the 1930s  
and 1940s.  She married twice, her second husband being film director Carol Reed.   Their daughter 
was Tracey Reed who went on to star in the film “Dr Strangelove” and has been married to three  
actors—Edward Fox, Neil Hallett and Bill Simpson (of “Dr Finlay’s Casebook” fame).  The late  
actor Oliver Reed was her step-cousin. 

FILM STARS LINK TO HIMLEY 
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37 LAPWOOD AVENUE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 8RP 01384 70048
www.blazehairkingswinford.co.uk

BLAZEHAIR

FREE 

PARKING

20% off Cut & Finish 
with Nicole 

Tuesday – Saturday 
(throughout September Only)

£35  £28
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� �ll Bodywork
�epairs �ndertaken
�lloy �heel �epairs

Bumper �cuffs
�eat and Carpet

�epairs
Mopping and
�olishing

�ealer �pproved
�nsurance claims undertaken

�hire car provided and no e�cess or any charges
incurred for no fault accidents�

���� �� ����� ��� � �REE �UOTATION

Email� lp�bodyshop�yahoo.co.u�
Website� lp�bodyshop.com

� �ll Bodywork
�epairs �ndertaken
�lloy �heel �epairs

Bumper �cuffs
�eat and Carpet

�epairs
Mopping and
�olishing

�ealer �pproved
�nsurance claims undertaken

�hire car provided and no e�cess or any charges
incurred for no fault accidents�

���� �� ����� ��� � �REE �UOTATION

Email� lp�bodyshop�yahoo.co.u�
Website� lp�bodyshop.com

DUDLEY 
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road
(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

♦ All Bodywork 
Repairs Undertaken

♦ Classic Car Restoration

♦ Prep and Finish

♦ Bumper Scuffs

♦ Seat and Carpet

♦ Repairs

♦ Mopping and Polishing

♦ Dealer Approved

♦ Insurance claims 
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:00

Find us on:
facebook®
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WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WILL NEED FOR YOUR PET ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

NATURES PAWZ
Pet Supplies

Wall H
eath

01384 274985
07795 217374

33 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB
www.naturespawz.co.uk

FROZEN FOOD

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

2kg
£7.99

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

2kg
£9.99

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY£6.99 COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY£2.99

NEW

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

£1.70 

EACH    

5 FOR £8 

OR £10 

FOR 15

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

PIGS 

EARS

99P EACH 

OR 10 

FOR £9

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

COLLAGEN

CHEWS

£1 (PACK 

OF 5)

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

TRACHEA

£2 EACH 

OR 3 

FOR £5

COME 

AND VISIT 

OUR STAND 

FOR A FREE

GIVEAWAY

RABBIT

EARS

60P EACH OR

10 FOR £5 

OR £19 PER 

KILO

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WILL NEED FOR YOUR PET ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

FROZEN FOOD

2kg
£7.99

2kg
£9.99 £6.99 £2.99

NEW

£1.70 

EACH    

5 FOR £8 

OR £10 

FOR 15

PIGS 

EARS

99P EACH 

OR 10 

FOR £9

COLLAGEN

CHEWS

£1 (PACK 

OF 5)

TRACHEA

£2 EACH 

OR 3 

FOR £5

RABBIT

EARS

60P EACH OR

10 FOR £5 

OR £19 PER 

KILO
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

The demise of Walter Mills Coaches of Gornal 
saw the end of an era for many locals who 
remember taking trips with the company to 
Blackpool, Weston Super Mare, Barmouth 
and other favourite seaside resorts  Most 
local companies and churches used the firm’s 
coaches for their annual day trips as did 
local schools going on ‘field trips’.
The Kingswinford Amateur Dramatic Society 
was formed in 1951—but only lasted a matter 
of three years.
After the Second World War Kingswinford 
Wanderers FC had a short (and somewhat 
inglorious) history playing in the Worcester-
shire Combination League.  In their five 
seasons they never once managed to finish 
above halfway in the table.
For many years at the top of Summerhill was 
an institution called ‘The Sunshine Home for 
Blind Babies’.  It closed in the early 1960s.
During and after the First World War, Stuart 
Crystal made electric light bulbs and by 1923 
were producing up to 40,000 bulbs per week.

The Roman encampment at Greensforge, just 
outside Wall Heath, was first excavated in 
1927 by a group of pupils and old boys of 
Wolverhampton Grammar School.
The Kingswinford area has a long history of 
rebellion against authoritarian religion.  In 
the early years of the 17th century two men 
appeared at the Quarter Sessions charged with 
assembling in “conventicles at Wordesley” and 
in 1624 William Milward, a Kingswinford tailor, 
was in court accused of preaching at one of these 
“conventicles”.
The first turnpikes on roads in the Black 
Country were established by the Turnpike Act 
of 1727.  This allowed tolls to be charged on the 
road from Wednesbury to Brettell Lane via 
Great Bridge, Dudley and Brierley Hill.
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contact us
JPA Financial Services Ltd
Cross Offices
Summerhill
Kingswinford
West Midlands
DY6 9JE

T - 01384 918 158
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fi ll em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 30th September 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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1st-1969: Military officers overthrew the Libyan government.   The Libyan Arab Republic  
  was then proclaimed under Colonel Muammar Gaddafi. 
2nd-1666: The Great Fire of London began in Pudding Lane and raged for 5 days.   
  Amazingly, only 9 people were killed. 
3rd-1838: Anti-Slavery Leader Frederick Douglass began his escape from slavery by  
  boarding a train in Baltimore dressed as a sailor.  He rode to Wilmington,  
  Delaware, where he caught a steamboat to the free city of Philadelphia and  
  then took a train to New York City where he came under the protection of the  
  Underground Railway network. 
12th-1624: The first practical submarine was publicly tested on the River Thames in London  
  for King James I.  Three thousand spectators, including King James I himself,  
  stood to watch.   The power of the submarine depended entirely on human effort  
  in the form of underwater rowers. 
19th-1893: New Zealand became the first country to grant all women the right to vote.   
  Despite this victory, New Zealand women still had a long journey ahead of them  
  to achieve political equality.  Women only gained the right to stand for  
  Parliament in 1919, the first female Member of Parliament was not elected  
  until 1933, and the number of female MPs did not reach double figures until  
  the mid-1980s.  Even today, women are still under-represented in Parliament. 
22nd-1735: Sir Robert Walpole, often viewed today as Britain’s first Prime Minister, moved  
  into 10 Downing Street.  Walpole was First Lord of the Treasury for over 20  
  years, which is an unusually long period of time to be in office.  Walpole moved  
  into 10 Downing Street after insisting that it became the residence of the First  
  Lord of the Treasury, rather than it being given to him personally. 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT SEPTEMBER 
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Cllr Phil Atkins
Tel: 07929 662888
Email: cllr.phil.atkins@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Ed Lawrence
Tel: 01384 818007
Email: cllr.ed.lawrence@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Webb
Tel: 07801 802227
Email: cllr.mark.webb@dudley.gov.uk

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TEAM BELOW 

If you need to report an issue to Dudley Council, the quickest and most effective way is usually 
through the council’s online reporting portal or by calling the customer services team directly on 
0300 555 2345.

Of course, as your local councillors, we are always here to help. If you are struggling to get a 
response, need support with an ongoing issue, or simply are not sure where to start, please do 
not hesitate to contact us and we will do our very best to assist.

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 At Worcester Summer Assizes in July 1869 an 
interesting case was heard involving a Mr Price 
“a gentleman  rider and farmer” and Messrs 
Webb, Sparrow and Jones who were steward of 
Worcester Races.  Price was claiming £28 from 
them, the prize money for the Wordsley Stakes 
held at Worcester Races three years before.  He 
had entered a horse which had won two out of 
the three heats of the race but had not been paid 
his winnings.  He spoke to Sparrow who said 
that there had been an objection by a Mr Dimmock whose horse had  
won the other heat.  price later gave the stewards a letter from Dimmock  
withdrawing his objection but still Price did not receive his prize money.  The  
stewards maintained that they were not the stakeholders and therefore could  
not pay out the prize.  They were, however, unable to say who was the stake-
holder.  The court held that even if they did not hold the stake (which in itself 
was unusual) it was clearly their duty to know who did and that therefore they  
were liable to pay the £28 prize money.  Judgment was given to Mr Price. 

On 16th September 2007 an official opening of the re-vamped King George VI  
Park was held and, as part of the celebrations a letter from the Queen wishing all 
those involved “a memorable and enjoyable day” was read out before a new mosaic  
at the entrance to the park was officially unveiled by the Deputy Mayor Dudley. 
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------------------------
TOTAL SEWING SERVICE ------------------------

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations : Embroidery 

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit 
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, with 

1 00's of fabrics to choose from. 

• Large range of wallcoverings
• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors
• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns
• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal and prom
wear, with tailoress on site 

• New embroidery service, with logo digitising facility
available 

SALE ON 
HOMEWARE 

Offers on wool, 
dress fabrics and 

patterns.

Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 10am - 3pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA

www.totalsewing.co.uk

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, 

with 100’s of fabrics to choose from. 

• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors

• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns

• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns 

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal  
and prom wear, with tailoress on site 

• On site Bridal Gown Alterations 

------------------------
TOTAL SEWING SERVICE ------------------------

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations : Embroidery 

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit 
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, with 

1 00's of fabrics to choose from. 

• Large range of wallcoverings
• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors
• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns
• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal and prom
wear, with tailoress on site 

• New embroidery service, with logo digitising facility
available 

SALE ON 
HOMEWARE 

Offers on wool, 
dress fabrics and 

patterns.

Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 9am - 4pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA

www.totalsewing.co.uk

COPY 
DEADLINE

December issue
Thursday 

10th November
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Pumpkin Cake
This month’s recipe 
has been supplied 
by the lovely Helen 
Beeston-May from 
Windmill Bakery.

INGREDIENTS
l 200g butter
l 200g castor sugar
l 200g self raising �our
l 4 eggs
l Vanilla essence

Buttercream
l 500g icing sugar
l 250g butter

PREPARATION
l Grease and line 2 x 6”  tins with 

greaseproof paper
l Place the 200g of softened butter and 

200g of castor sugar into a bowl and 
beat to a creamy consistency

l Slowly beat in 4 eggs, one at a time 
with a small amount of �our each time 
and add a few drops of vanilla essence

l Sift in the rest of the �our into the bowl 
and hand mix

l Divide the mixture between tins and 
bake for approximately 20 minutes 
until the sponge is golden . The cake 
should spring back when gently 
pushed in the middle

2 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

l Allow to stand for 5 minutes and then 
turn out onto a wire rack to cool

l Sandwich one on top of the other with 
jam in the middle and carve the cake to 
resemble a pumpkin shape

BUTTERCREAM ICING
l  Carefully mix together icing sugar and 

softened butter until light and �u�y 
and add the colouring.  Put the mixture 
into a piping bag and pipe all over the 
cake to resemble a pumpkin.

l Use green buttercream for the stalk or 
you can use a small amount of sugar 
paste

�
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

ELEMENTS
RANGE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Pumpkin Cake
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Beeston-May from 
Windmill Bakery.
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l 500g icing sugar
l 250g butter
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l Grease and line 2 x 6”  tins with 

greaseproof paper
l Place the 200g of softened butter and 

200g of castor sugar into a bowl and 
beat to a creamy consistency

l Slowly beat in 4 eggs, one at a time 
with a small amount of �our each time 
and add a few drops of vanilla essence

l Sift in the rest of the �our into the bowl 
and hand mix

l Divide the mixture between tins and 
bake for approximately 20 minutes 
until the sponge is golden . The cake 
should spring back when gently 
pushed in the middle
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l Allow to stand for 5 minutes and then 
turn out onto a wire rack to cool

l Sandwich one on top of the other with 
jam in the middle and carve the cake to 
resemble a pumpkin shape

BUTTERCREAM ICING
l  Carefully mix together icing sugar and 

softened butter until light and �u�y 
and add the colouring.  Put the mixture 
into a piping bag and pipe all over the 
cake to resemble a pumpkin.

l Use green buttercream for the stalk or 
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�
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

768840

• NO FIX – NO FEE

• FULLY INSURED

• AFFORDABLE

• COLLECTION / DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

• FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk     
  E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk          T: 07867 460 705

• NO FIX – NO FEE

• FULLY INSURED

• AFFORDABLE

• COLLECTION / DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

• FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk     
  E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk          T: 07867 460 705

Step Ahead
Margaret Cox
Foot Health Practitioner 

DipCFHP, DipCTec, MPSPract

Professional foot care in the comfort 
of your own home

Member of the Alliance Register of Foot Health Practitioners

Call 07752 570538 to arrange an appointment

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING MAINTENANCE
REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS

P L U M B I N G  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Q U A L I T Y  W O R K . T R U S T E D  S E R V I C E .

07783709801 Ontapplumbing25@outlook.com

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED
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Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in
Kingswinford , Wall
Heath, Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

01384 847 002

OAP
Discount

650921

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Guarantee
on labour!

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

Subject to
engineer

availability

Same-Day
Emergency

Response

Nationwide Coverage • Local Engineers • Trusted Across the UK

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Guarantee
on labour!

OAP
Discount

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

01384 847 002

We work in
Kingswinford , Wall
Heath, Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

COMPETITIVE RATES

Subject to
engineer

availability

Same-Day
Emergency

Response

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

Nationwide Coverage • Local Engineers • Trusted Across the UK

Where have the years gone?  One minute a carefree 
puppy jumping all over the place and into everything 
and then with a snap of the fingers here he is all ready 
to go to Dog School!   
I believe his owner had quite a battle with the Diva  
because he had set ideas of what he wanted to wear and 
unfortunately they didn’t match up with what the school 
requires.   Here he is though looking smart and all full 
of promise for the years ahead of him—it will be  
interesting to see what exactly he makes of it all...and, 
of course, someone should have a word with his  
teachers just to pre-warn them of his “diva” tendencies!  
Anyhow, good luck Chester—all of your fan club are 
well and truly behind you on this journey and are  
cheering you on every step of the way.   I fear the most 
important question has yet to be asked “just how long 
will Chester stay at school?”. 

THE MANY ADVENTURES OF  
CHESTER (THE DIVA)! 

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   49 27/08/2026   05:14



50 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

  FULL OF HISTORY
There is a tremendous amount of history attached 
to Holy Trinity Church, Wordsley.  Consecrated in 
December 1831, its past is full of interesting facts:

Originally the tower housed only one bell but in 
1836 a further five were added at a total cost of 
£236.00.

Although space had been left for a clock in the 
tower, budget constraints meant that a timepiece 
was not installed until 1836 at a cost of £130, 
most of which had been collected by private 
subscription.  The present clock dates back to 
1926 when the original one was replaced.

The graves of two of the most important glass designers of the area—John Northwood and 
Frederick Carder—are buried in the churchyard.

The Reverend Charles Girdlestone became Rector of Wordsley in 1847.  He was related to 
Admiral Lord Nelson and, allegedly, to Charlemagne, King of the Franks.

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   50 27/08/2026   05:14



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 51

GORNAL VETERINARY CENTRE
6 Bank Road, Gornal 01384 212000

(By the Bus Station)
Monday-Friday 8.30 am- 6.30 pm

WOMBOURNE VETERINARY CENTRE
56 Rookery Road,Wombourne 01902 324551

Monday-Friday 8.30 am -6.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am-4.00 pm

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE
We are specialist small animal practices

dealing with all your pets’ veterinary 
requirements. Friendly help and advice is 

just a phone call away.

BOTH CLINICS ARE IN A CENTRAL LOCATION SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

✓ Consultations
✓ Repeat prescription check ups
✓ Diabetic check ups
✓ Repeat prescriptions
✓ Vaccinations
✓ Neutering
✓ Dentistry
✓ Hip and Elbow scoring
✓ Pet travel 
✓ Blood and urine testing
24 hour Emergency Service 
available (please telephone 
prior to visiting)

RECOMMEND A FRIEND 
AND YOU BOTH RECEIVE £10

Why Choose Rings Security 
Shutters and Gates Ltd?
l  Full Range of Products
l  Aesthetically Pleasing, 

Mechanically Efficient
l  Fully Trained Staff  
l  Adding Protection and Value
l  Compliant to industry Standards
l  Colours, Sizes and Operation 

Flexible to Customer

GARAGE DOORS 
ROLLER SHUTTERS 
TRELLIS GATES

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Nationwide 
Emergency Cover

24 Hours 
365 Days a year
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CCradley Heath Amateur Operatic Society is proud to present…Cradley Heath Amateur Operatic Society is proud to present…

Stourbridge Town Hall
3rd-7th November 2026
www.seaty.co.uk/chaossisteract

07763 489281

Stourbridge Town Hall
3rd-7th November 2026
www.seaty.co.uk/chaossisteract

07763 489281

Music by
ALAN MENKEN

Music by
ALAN MENKEN

Book by
CHERI STEINKELLNER
& BILL STEINKELLNER

Book by
CHERI STEINKELLNER
& BILL STEINKELLNER

Lyrics bLyrics bL y
GLENN SLATER

Lyrics by
GLENN SLATER

Additional Book
Material

DOUGLAS CARTER
BEANE

Additional Book
Material

DOUGLAS CARTER
BEANE

Based on the Touchstone Pictures Motion Picture “Sister Act” written by Joseph Howard
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International

All authorised performance materials are also supplied by MTI www.mtishows.co.uk

www.boroughhalls.co.uk/sister-actwww.boroughhalls.co.uk/sister-act
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MANY CONGRATULATIONS HIMLEY SAILING CLUB 
A fantastic £108,736 raised over the last 50 years for the RNLI 

Over the last 50 years Himley Hall Sailing Club, one of the smallest sailing clubs to be 
affiliated to the RYA have raised £108,736 for the RNLI. 

The club which is situated in beautiful  
historic parkland laid out by Capability 
Brown has a lovely 1920’s thatched club 
house, purpose built changing rooms and 
a new starters hut for sailing races which 
was rebuilt two years ago following an 
arson attack. The park is owned and  
administered by Dudley Council who are 
extremely supportive of the Club’s work. 
Although they are a small club they have 
regular training activities and awards,  
welcome schools and host many local scout 
groups, have competed nationally and  
support local events. The Club have  
enjoyed a visit from the Princess Royal who is President of the RYA and this year Sara 

Sutcliffe who is Chief Executive 
of the RYA. 

Soon after the club was formed in 
1970 (at a time when the club had 
many more members) a team  
attended a 24 hour race at a club  
in Bedfordshire and decided that 
this was possible at Himley as a 
charitable event and the RNLI was 
chosen for its affinity to sailing 
and water-based activities.  

From 1976 onwards a 24 hour race was held with many teams competing and camping out 
near the lakeside and clubhouse. Despite falling numbers and financial difficulties club  
members have always been adamant that this must be held every year and all proceeds  
must go to the RNLI.  The Club have worked closely with the Kingswinford and Brierley 
Hill branch of the RNLI who have always been most supportive and join in with the food 
provided at the end to help raise funds and with many other events.  More recently the Club 
have received support and help from regional RNLI staff. 

Both Himley Sailing Club and the RNLI are desperately in need of new members.  If you are 
interested in learning to sail or are returning to sailing, please contact the sailing club via 
their website at www.hhsc.weebly.com.  If you are interested in assisting the RNLI please 
contact Alan Price on 07860 472222. 
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It is said to be a good idea, for the heart, mind and soul, to get ‘out and about’ – maybe to somewhere 
that has not been visited for a while (possibly years). Perhaps a favourite village, town or city, from 
past times comes to mind with a return to view if it is the same, similar or has changed beyond all 
recognition.  I located multi award-winning Lucarelli restaurant (Est. April 2021) in Birmingham, at  
a scenic canal-side setting. I had been recommended Lucarelli, for providing elegance, style and  
authentic Italian cuisine to a high standard.   Pristine table settings greet the eye, with crisp white linen. 

To commence I chose BURRATA E ASPARAGI (Toasted Altamura bread with fresh Apulian burrata, 
fresh tomatoes, roasted asparagus) from the Antipasti (Starters) list on the main menu. This aroused  
my taste buds and gave me undoubted confidence in the courses to follow. 

For the ‘main event’ I selected POLLO ALLA CALABRESE (Supreme of chicken, roasted peppers, 
Calabrian ‘Nduja – Italian spicy pork sausage, spicy tomato sauce) from the Old Italian Favourites part 
of the main menu. This dish arrived in style and aromas enticed me on to the mouth’s pleasures.  
Flavoursome, and with a succulence that increased my confidence, the sensation of tastes, for the  
complementing flavours of ingredients, showed that the very experienced kitchen personnel certainly 
know how to impress diners. Head Chef is Doriano, who, with the brigade, all ensure that diners enjoy 
a most memorable dining time. Other choices included Pasta, Risotto, Meats, Seafood and Pizza  
variations, plus sides. ‘Compliments to Chef’ – absolutely! 

TIRAMISU (had to be) is my favoured dessert – Splendid! Quality wines/drinks have all requirements 
covered. Classic Italian Liqueurs, Coffees, Teas and more are also listed. Gift vouchers are available – 
perhaps surprise someone special? Parties, receptions, plus corporate events etc are easily arranged. 
Thank you to Pasquale, for his genuine welcome and to Simone, for exemplary service throughout. 
Highly recommended. 

OUT AND ABOUT:  LUCARELLI 
A review by Trevor Langley 

COMING UP IN THE  
OCTOBER EDITION:  

“Out & About:  Lowe’s 
on Carter Street”  

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 

Lucarelli, 117 Wharfside Street, Mailbox, Birmingham B1 1RF. Tel: 0121 665 6762. 
E-mail: mailbox@lucarelliholdings.co.uk Web: www.lucarellirestaurant.co.uk

Lucarelli’s sister restaurant with rooms (Est. June 2019) is also award-winning and located at 
58 – 60 Seagar Street, West Bromwich B71 4AN. Tel: 0121 532 1552.  

E-mail: westbrom@lucarelliholdings.co.uk Web: www.lucarellirestaurant.co.uk
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THE RED LION
W O M B O U R N E

OPEN ALL DAY, EVERY DAY! 

A warm welcome, a proper village pub

redlionwombourne.co.uk
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If you fall within the qualifying conditions for MTD for income tax, you must:

keep digital bookkeeping records

submit quarterly updates throughout the year to HMRC and

Making Tax Digital (MTD) for income tax started on 6th April 2026. It will initially apply to sole
traders and landlords who reported qualifying income of £50,000 or more in the 2024/25 tax
year.

Last updated 1 Jul 2026 | First published 1 Jul 2026

By Kiran Kaur, ACA · 5 min read

 Making Tax Digital  Self Employed  Online Accounting  Landlords
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Excellent
Based on 2,000+ reviews

taxassist.co.uk/kingswinford

Call 01384 913 888

Find us at our new shop:
1-3 Moss Grove,

Kingswinford, DY6 9HS

For the   right accountancy services   delivered at the   

  right price,   contact TaxAssist Accountants today.

Free consultations available by telephone and online:

Account.
Ability.
Your local, expert advisors. Here to 
help Kingswinford businesses thrive.
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When the Tesla trillionaire, Elon Musk’s team of robot roofers, painters and decorators  
first unload the solar-powered builders’ carts on the planet Mars, in preparation for the  
erecting of pressurised flatpack prefabs for those unable to get on the housing ladder in  
either Dudley, Dusseldorf or Dixville Notch, there could be a caveat from the world of real 
estate. 

As a confirmed subscriber to the ‘IMCIU  
Society’ (it-might-come-in-useful) my  
scrapbooks include this spot from the News  
of the World, November 27, 1988.  ‘Angling 
fans are hooked on a New York firm’s offer 
of fishing rights on Venus and Mars.  United 
Planet Commission gets £11 for a fifty yard 
stretch and says, ‘Business is booming’. 

Temperatures resembling these during a 
‘melt’ in the furnaces at the Earl’s Round  
Oak Steelworks, and in addition, rivers  
flowing with sulphuric acid rather than  
water, seemed to negate Venus as a  
piscatorial paradise. 

However, despite little digging machines  
already prospecting on Mars, one hopes  

the long-held belief in the existence of canals on the Red Planet has not been entirely  
dis-counted. 

In any event we may be able to appoint a great, great grandson  of James Brindley to  
program the robots.  As his canal-building ancestor used to tell fellow-waterway engineers 
treating the clay at the bottom of the cut, “Puddle it, puddle it!”. 
 

Anorakian note: ‘Cut’ was the proper word employed by those intrepid engineers of old.  
Black Country folk, who don’t care for too much change, kept it along with their cups of  
tay. 

Mid-term note:  Dixville Notch is usually first in delivering its vote in Presidential Elections. 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
Gone Fishin’ 

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath   
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 
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For a brochure or to book 01299 402989
46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

info@phillipstravel.co.uk
www.phillipstravel.co.uk

5 days £500
Mon 7 - Fri 11 Dec 2026th th

Single Room Supp. £50 Sea View £96pr

rochure or to book 01299 402989
46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, Ddley, Ddley Y12 1BN

info@phillipstravel.co.uk
www.phillipstravel.co.uk

DAY TOURS QUALITY HOLIDAYS
Sun 20

Sep
ELY & CAMBRIDGE
Travelling via the fens

OAP
£27

Sat 26
Sep

SELBY & DONCASTER
Two traditional Northern towns

ABERGAVENNY MARKET
& MONMOUTH

Tue 29
Sep

Sat 3
Oct

BLACKBURN & PRESTON
Wallace & Gromit & Lancashire charm

Sun 11
Oct

CLIFTON & WESTON
Admire Brunel’s famous bridge

Sun
18 Oct

NOTTINGHAM &
SHERWOOD FOREST

OAP
£26

Midweek

£20

OAP
£27

OAP
£25

OAP
£25

LOOE & FESTIVE
CORNWALL

TWIXMAS IN
BOURNEMOUTH

Discover the beauty of Cornwall, with its stunning
coastal scenery, winding lanes and charming towns and
villages. Our base is the Hannafore Point Hotel in West
Looe, enjoying a spectacular position overlooking Looe
Bay and the Cornish Coast. With half-board included
throughout, guests can also enjoy the hotel’s pool and
spa – the perfect base for a relaxing Cornish getaway.
Excursions: Mevagissey & Truro; Padstow

4 days £430
Sun 27 - Wed 30 Dec 2026th th

Head to the south coast after Christmas and enjoy a
relaxing break in Bournemouth, with beautiful coastal
walks, the seafront and festive atmosphere to enjoy.
Stay at the traditional Cumberland Hotel, a pleasant
walk or short bus ride from the town centre, with half-
board accommodation included. Guests can also enjoy
the indoor pool, sauna and mini gym facilities at the
adjacent Suncliff Hotel – the perfect way to unwind
between Christmas and New Year.
Excursion: Wimbourne Minster & Swanage

Picking Up Throughout Wollaston, Wordsley, Wall Heath & Kingswinford
Plus Wombourne & Kinver for Holidays

Your Local Family-Run Company

For more Day Tours & Holidays please call for a brochure 01299 402989
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Sun
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NOTTINGHAM &
SHERWOOD FOREST

OAP
£26

Midweek

£20

OAP
£27

OAP
£25

OAP
£25

5 days £500
Mon 7 - Fri 11 Dec 2026th th

Single Room Supp. £50 Sea View £96pr
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TWTWT IXMXMX AMAM SASA IN
BOURNEMOUTH

Discover the beautytyt of Cornwall, with its stunning
coastal scenery, winding lanes and charming towns and
villages. Our base is the Hannafore Point Hotel in West
Looe, enjoying a spectacular position overlooking Looe
Bay and the Cornish Coast. With half-board included
throughout, guests can also enjoy the hotel’s pool and
spa – the perfect base for a relaxing Cornish getaway.
Excursions: Mevagissey & Truro; Padstow

4 days £430
Sun 27 - WeWeW d 30 Dec 2026th th

Head to the south coast aftftf er Christmas and enjoy a
relaxing break in Bournemouth, with beautiful coastal
walks, the seafront and festive atmosphere to enjoy.
Stay at the traditional Cumberland Hotel, a pleasant
walk or short bus ride from the town centre, with half-
board accommodation included. Guests can also enjoy
the indoor pool, sauna and mini gym facilities at the
adjacent Sunclifffff Hotel – the perfect way to unwind
between Christmas and New YeYeY ar.
Excursion: Wimbourne Minster & Swanage

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 In the early years of the 20th century one of the local football leagues was the 
Olympia League which included teams Wollaston Prims, Swindon St Johns, 
Wollescote Villa, Lye FC, Wallheath FC (and Wallheath Reserves), Brockmoor 
Associates, Kingswinford Old Boys, Wordsley Albion and Marsh & Baxters.  In 
January 1916 the match between Brockmoor and Wollescote was abandoned 
after 27 minutes after the ball burst! 
In 1845 Thomas Green of Pensnett was sentenced to be transported to Australia for  
a period of ten years for stealing bread, pork and other articles from the home of  
Thomas Bromley of Kingswinford. 
In 1918 the Brierley Hill Police Court heard the sad tale of Albert Turner, a  
10 year old from Kingswinford, who was up on a charge of stealing sweets by 
breaking into the shop of Annie Maria Lunt in Market Street, Kingswinford.  
The boy had been in the care of his grandfather who said that he was now at  
the end of his tether.  The boy had been in trouble on numerous occasions.   
The boy’s schoolmaster was also present in court and confirmed that Albert  
was always causing problems - “one of the most depraved boys any school-master 
ever had to endure” was his comment.   The magistrates sent him to Wellington 
Industrial School until he was 16 but he absconded 12 times in the first two 
months there and the last that was heard of him was that he was awaiting trial  
at Stafford for attempted murder. 
Until the early 1900s the official British Clint Eastwood Fan Club was run  from an 
address in Kingsley Road, Kingswinford. 
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Kingswinford in Bloomgswinfofof rd in Bgs

Age: 66

Occupation: Retiree

Any previous gardening 
experience? No 

What, in your opinion has gone well 
for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The mixture of colours in the planters 
and we’ve managed to keep on top of 
the snails, so lack of snails has to be 
mentioned. 

What is your favourite planter in the 
village and why?
All of the wooden planters outside 
each shop, because everyone is 
different.

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford?
A more accessible HQ / tool station 
central to the village.

What have you gained personally 
from volunteering for Kingswinford 
in Bloom?
Friendship is the main one, I’ve learnt 
some things about plants but having a 
laugh with people on the same wave 
length is great.

ANNETTE

Age: 64

Occupation: Between jobs – open to 
opportunities

Any previous gardening 
experience? No 

What, in your opinion has gone well 
for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The village looks a lot nicer and 
defi nitely cleaner. 

What is your favourite planter in the 
village and why?
I’m equally fond of all of them, the 
wooden planters and the tiered 
planters and now we have extra 
planters around the Christmas tree on 
Townsend Place.

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford?
A better watering system or watering 
station. Better security in the village 
would be good to stop people littering.

What have you gained personally 
from volunteering for Kingswinford 
in Bloom?
I have gained a sense of well being 
and have met some lovely people who 
are like minded.

MARK

Age: 67

Occupation: Local hairdresser.

Wanted to give my support helping 
the village to look better. I enjoy 
helping people and pottering in my 
own garden. The planters make the 
village look more alive and puts the 
community in good spirits.

ANN

Age: 18

Occupation: Student

Any previous gardening 
experience? No 

What, in your opinion has gone 
well for Kingswinford in Bloom?
In my opinion getting more people 
into gardening has gone well for 
Kingswinford in Bloom.

What is your favourite planter in 
the village and why?
My favourite planter is all of them 
because they all look stunning.

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford?
If money wasn’t an obstacle I 
would put a fruit and vegetable 
garden in the village so that 
children could enjoy picking the 
fruits.

 18

EVAN
Age: 45

Occupation: Teacher

Any previous gardening experience? 
I’ve learnt lots about gardening from 
mom and dad and love my own garden. 

Investing just an hour of every week 
makes a positive difference to the 
village, making it a pleasant place 
to shop and drive through. Plus, the 
Bloomers are a lovely group of people.

What, in your opinion has gone well 
for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The watering rota over the hot 
Summer and the Bloomers’ dedication 
to watering all of the planters. Also, 
growing all the fl owers and plants for 
the Autumn throughout the Summer. 
It’s quite a strategic operation behind 
the scenes! 

What is your favourite planter in 
the village and why? My favourite 
planters are the ones outside the library 
because they were the fi rst ones I 
planted. 

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford? If money was no 
obstacle, investing in hanging baskets 
and stands. A few of these dotted 
around would brighten up Kingswinford 
even more.

What have you gained personally 
from volunteering for Kingswinford 
in Bloom? Meeting fun people, getting 
a dose of fresh air every Sunday, seeing 
the difference a small investment of 
time makes.

Age: 45

RACHEL
Age: 56

Occupation: Emotional Wellbeing 
Worker

Any previous gardening 
experience? We have kept an 
allotment for over 20 years growing 
vegetables and fruit. 

What, in your opinion has gone 
well for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The tiered planters look especially 
good this year. I love that the 
Bloomers are always striving 
to be better, learning from past 
experiences. Pete is a great Head 
Gardener. 

What is your favourite planter in 
the village and why? I particularly 
like the planters by the library. 

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford? If money was no 
obstacle I would have outside taps 
installed in the village for easier 
watering !!!

What have you gained 
personally from volunteering for 
Kingswinford in Bloom? Working 
full time, I’m not able to commit as 
much time as others but there is no 
judgement just a friendly welcome 
every time.

I have also learned more about 
different fl owers that have helped 
me with planting pots at home.

Age: 56

ANN-MARIE
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Kingswinford in Bloomgswinfofof rd in Bgs

Age: 66

Occupation: Retiree

Any previous gardening 
experience? No 

What, in your opinion has gone well 
for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The mixture of colours in the planters 
and we’ve managed to keep on top of 
the snails, so lack of snails has to be 
mentioned. 

What is your favourite planter in the 
village and why?
All of the wooden planters outside 
each shop, because everyone is 
different.

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford?
A more accessible HQ / tool station 
central to the village.

What have you gained personally 
from volunteering for Kingswinford 
in Bloom?
Friendship is the main one, I’ve learnt 
some things about plants but having a 
laugh with people on the same wave 
length is great.

ANNETTE

Age: 64

Occupation: Between jobs – open to 
opportunities

Any previous gardening 
experience? No 

What, in your opinion has gone well 
for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The village looks a lot nicer and 
defi nitely cleaner. 

What is your favourite planter in the 
village and why?
I’m equally fond of all of them, the 
wooden planters and the tiered 
planters and now we have extra 
planters around the Christmas tree on 
Townsend Place.

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford?
A better watering system or watering 
station. Better security in the village 
would be good to stop people littering.

What have you gained personally 
from volunteering for Kingswinford 
in Bloom?
I have gained a sense of well being 
and have met some lovely people who 
are like minded.

MARK

Age: 67

Occupation: Local hairdresser.

Wanted to give my support helping 
the village to look better. I enjoy 
helping people and pottering in my 
own garden. The planters make the 
village look more alive and puts the 
community in good spirits.

ANN

Age: 18

Occupation: Student

Any previous gardening 
experience? No 

What, in your opinion has gone 
well for Kingswinford in Bloom?
In my opinion getting more people 
into gardening has gone well for 
Kingswinford in Bloom.

What is your favourite planter in 
the village and why?
My favourite planter is all of them 
because they all look stunning.

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford?
If money wasn’t an obstacle I 
would put a fruit and vegetable 
garden in the village so that 
children could enjoy picking the 
fruits.

 18

EVAN
Age: 45

Occupation: Teacher

Any previous gardening experience? 
I’ve learnt lots about gardening from 
mom and dad and love my own garden. 

Investing just an hour of every week 
makes a positive difference to the 
village, making it a pleasant place 
to shop and drive through. Plus, the 
Bloomers are a lovely group of people.

What, in your opinion has gone well 
for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The watering rota over the hot 
Summer and the Bloomers’ dedication 
to watering all of the planters. Also, 
growing all the fl owers and plants for 
the Autumn throughout the Summer. 
It’s quite a strategic operation behind 
the scenes! 

What is your favourite planter in 
the village and why? My favourite 
planters are the ones outside the library 
because they were the fi rst ones I 
planted. 

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford? If money was no 
obstacle, investing in hanging baskets 
and stands. A few of these dotted 
around would brighten up Kingswinford 
even more.

What have you gained personally 
from volunteering for Kingswinford 
in Bloom? Meeting fun people, getting 
a dose of fresh air every Sunday, seeing 
the difference a small investment of 
time makes.

Age: 45

RACHEL
Age: 56

Occupation: Emotional Wellbeing 
Worker

Any previous gardening 
experience? We have kept an 
allotment for over 20 years growing 
vegetables and fruit. 

What, in your opinion has gone 
well for Kingswinford in Bloom?
The tiered planters look especially 
good this year. I love that the 
Bloomers are always striving 
to be better, learning from past 
experiences. Pete is a great Head 
Gardener. 

What is your favourite planter in 
the village and why? I particularly 
like the planters by the library. 

If money was no obstacle, what 
else could the Bloomers do for 
Kingswinford? If money was no 
obstacle I would have outside taps 
installed in the village for easier 
watering !!!

What have you gained 
personally from volunteering for 
Kingswinford in Bloom? Working 
full time, I’m not able to commit as 
much time as others but there is no 
judgement just a friendly welcome 
every time.

I have also learned more about 
different fl owers that have helped 
me with planting pots at home.

Age: 56

ANN-MARIE
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

Back in 2016 we put together a series of ‘Unanswered Questions’ which seemed  
not to have any rational answers.  Here are a few more for you to think about: 

How do you know you’re not living in a  
simulation? 
What happens after we die? 
Is there such a thing as objective morality, or is 
everything relative? 
How do you know your perception of the colour 
blue is the same as everyone else’s? 
Would you rather know all the questions or all  
the answers? 
If you describe something as indescribable,  
haven’t you already described it? 
Isn’t good health just a slower rate at which to 
die? 
If you punch yourself and it hurts, are you weak  
or strong? 
What shape is your field of vision? 
If the past is gone and the future hasn’t happened, 
does the present really exist? 
What is nothingness? 
Can two identical objects exist? 

If you replaced every part of a ship one by one 
until none of the original remained, then built a 
second ship from all the original parts, which one 
is the real ship-and at what exact point during the 
replacement process did it change? 
Can you trust a memory if you can’t tell when it 
started? 
Can an all-powerful being create a rock so heavy  
it cannot lift it? 
How can you ever reach a destination if you have 
to get halfway there first, then halfway again, and 
so on forever? 
How big is the universe and does it have an edge? 
Why does anything exist rather than nothing? 
If every possible outcome of quantum mechanics 
happens in some universe, are there infinite copies 
of you reading slightly different versions of this 
article right now? 
What happens when an unstoppable force meets 
an immovable object? 
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Please follow 
us on 

Facebook and 
contact us on 
07703 529004

to book a 
visit during 
the week.

Let us help 
you create 
a bloomin’ 
marvellous 

winter display

From 1st September until mid November 
the nursery will ONLY be opening on 

Sundays from 10.00am-3.00pm.

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY    Keep up to date by following our Facebook page

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   65 27/08/2026   05:14



66 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

ROO
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E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM
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COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the AUGUST edition was 
SCREWS which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who each receive 

a £50.00 B&Q VOUCHER are:

HEATHER BRADLEY of STOURBRIDGE and 
RUSS BANKS of WOLVERHAMPTON          

You can fi nd this month’s competition on page 28.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualifi ed. 
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the AUGUST edition was SCREWS which was 

misspelt.  The two lucky winners who each receive a £50.00 B&Q VOUCHER are:

Heather Bradley of Stourbridge and Russ Banks of Wolverhampton

You can find this month’s competition on page 34

PLEASE NOTE:  Only ONE ENTRY per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be disqualified.     
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

WIN 2 X TICKETS TO THE ROBIN
Winner: PATRICIA TUCKER of Coseley
Closing date for October:
Friday, 23rd October 2026

The answers to our Brainteasers this month  
need a little more explanation than usual.  So 
here goes:

1.  The answer to this puzzle has caused great 
controversy both in America and the UK.  Indeed, 
in 2006 a full day’s debate about the answer to the 
question was held at Oxford University.   The 
generally accepted answer seems to be that you 
should change your choice.  This is based on the 
fact that when you chose Box A initially you had 
a one-in-three chance of being correct.  If you now 
change to Box C then you have a one-in-two 
chance of the £1 million cheque and so the odds 

are better.  We, however, are not convinced!

2.  The numeric value of the equation is 
9567 + 1085 = 10652

3.  This is much more straightforward.  The four 
people were a man and his son, his sister and her 
daughter.

4.  The answer (which surprised us) is “one 
thousand”.

WATCH OUT FOR MORE
BRAINTEASERS IN THE

OCTOBER EDITIONS

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the AUGUST edition was SCREWS 

which was misspelt.  The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50.00 VOUCHER to B&Q are:

[                     ]

You can find this month’s competition on page 56

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be disqualified.     
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

As per Sedgley.

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   68 27/08/2026   05:14



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 69

RR_March_2020.indd 1 2/23/20

GIVE YOUR BUSINESS

A BOOST!

Village Voice
and advertise locally using

Call today
01384 866688  
07817 904477

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

MAGAZINES

www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
BRAND NEW WEBSITE

www.villagevoice-online.co.uk

FREE

Community magazine for Wombourne, Swindon, Penn & Kinver

Chris Smith - We Remember!

FREE

Village VoiceVillage Voice
ISSUE 228  |  SEPTEMBER 2026

Community magazine for Wombourne, Swindon, Penn & Kinver

Village VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceFREE

Community magazine for Kingswinford, Wall Heath & Wordsley

FREEVillage VoiceVillage Voice
ISSUE 240  |  SEPTEMBER 2026

Chris Smith - We Remember!

Community magazine for Kingswinford, Wall Heath & Wordsley

Village VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceVillage VoiceChris Smith - We Remember!
Chris Smith - We Remember!Village Voice

FREE

Community magazine for Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley & Tipton

Village
Chris Smith - We Rememb� !

ISSUE 250  |  SEPTEMBER 2026

VV Kingswinford SEPT.indd   69 27/08/2026   05:14



70 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Many years ago we had the excavation of Dudley Market Place that led to us realising 
that the 17th century equivalent of fast food in the area was oysters.  This made us think 
about food in general—what have been the trends over the years for fast food? And 
more than that, what did our local serve up?  Here we take a closer look… 

Oliver Twist.  By the 1930s it was estimated 
that there were 35,000 fish and chip shops 
throughout the country (now there are about 
10,500). 

Of course, it is now said that Chinese food is 
the most popular takeaway food in Britain 
today accounting for about 25% of all  
takeaway meals.  The history of the Chinese 
takeaway seems to suggest that the concept 
was originally imported from America where 
the first outlet of its kind was opened by a  
Chinese cook who had joined the California 
Gold Rush. 

Today most Chinese takeaway dishes bear 
little resemblance to traditional oriental  
cooking—chop suey, for example was  
invented in the USA when a bowl of  
left-overs was presented to (and enjoyed by)  
a customer.  Indeed he even came back for 
more!   
Today close on the heels of Chinese takea-
ways in the popularity stakes are Indian  
 

FOOD, FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD 

It has long been known that oysters were  
regularly eaten in Britain as far back as  
Roman times and whilst they were initially  
a delicacy around the coasts it was not long 
before oyster farms had been set up inland to 
provide plentiful supplies of this particularly 
nutritious food. 

As a takeaway fish and chips still ranks 
amongst the most popular but this classic 
pairing has a somewhat strange history.  It  
is thought that when fried fish became  
particularly popular in Belgium in the 18th 
century local housewives were stumped  
when frozen rivers meant that no fish could 
be caught so they took potatoes, cut them  
into fish shaped pieces, fried them and served 
them not as an accompaniment to fish but  
as an alternative.  By the middle of the 19th  
century the first “fried fish shop” had been 
opened in London and Charles Dickens had 
written about this new meal in his book  
 

The freshwater oyster was not only very nutritious but 
could easily be served fresh simply by keeping it in a 

bucket of water. 
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 dishes.  In fact Indian restaurants appeared 
over 60 years before similar Chinese  
restaurants but the introduction of Indian 
takeaways came about through the use of 
curry sauce as an accompaniment to chips.  
From that humble beginning the British taste 
for Indian takeaway dishes was born and the 

rest, as they say, is history. 
 
And then, of course, along came takeaway 
burger outlets on the High Street (starting 
with Wimpy right through to McDonalds  
and Burger King) which made it seem that 
this is one of the most popular takeaways  
but in fact there are more pizza parlours out 
there serving the public than burger bars.   
The Italian was introduced into the UK by 
Italian immigrants in the 19th century and  
has never looked back. 

But what of pub fare?  Until 60 years ago the 
only food that you would get in a pub (unless 
it was also a hotel) were crisps, port scratch-
ings and – if you were really lucky—a cheese 
sandwich or bap! 

Initially most Indian dishes were made very mild as it 
was assumed the Western tastebuds would not like  

anything too fiery.  Today, however, many Indian meals 
are much hotter than would normally be served in India. 

All that , of course, has changed dramatically 
over the past few years and the gourmet pub 
is clearly here to stay.  Indeed there are pubs 
in the Black Country that have ostrich,  
kangaroo, wild boar and swordfish on their 
menus whilst salt ‘n’ vinegar crisps have been 
replaced by much more exotic savouries  
including nachos or sautéed bamboo shoots.  
Despite this, the favourite pub dish seems still 
to be steak and chips or pie and chips—
although it is a close run thing with lasagne 
and even curry. 

So what is the next trend on the horizon?  
What will be the next dish to tickle our taste 
buds?  Unfortunately your guess is as good  
as ours!   We have heard that light battered 
vegetables fried in olive oil are finding their 
way onto menus in London but will they  
really take off in the Black Country?  We 
think not. 
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 ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER? 
A question that I am frequently asked is whether I can supply the names of speakers—granted there 
are a lot of names available via the internet but what if you are not well versed in computers?  From 
time to time we will be providing the names of various local speakers.   So, if you are a speaker and 

would like to be included free of charge in this feature, then please email your details together with a 
current photograph to Gail at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 

BARRY PICKEN 

Barry has been giving talks 
to local clubs and societies 
for over 20 years and covers 
a variety of topics currently 
including: 

'Red Flowers and a Bag of 
Old Bones' - the story of the 
Poppy and the Tomb of the  
Unknown Warrior 

‘The Habsbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the 
Romanovs - from obscurity to oblivion' 

'They took their Lifeboat to the top of the 
mountain' - the Lynmouth Lifeboat January 1899 

'Edith Cavell - heroine or spy'  

'Railway wagon 132’ - who were the three most 
important people to be carried in a goods wagon 

All of the talks are given with a power point 
presentation 

For availability, please talk to Barry  
either by email at:     

bpicken119@aol.com 
or 

Telephone 07940 743807 

MICHELE BIRCH 

Michele offers a varied range of talks.  She draws 
on her own family history by way of using family 

links and demonstrations of Japanese gift  
wrapping techniques—this is a popular talk  

towards Christmas time especially. 

She also has a great interest in poppies—glass 
fantasy film demonstrations and an involvement 
in poppy displays.  This is a highly popular talk 

towards November. 

Another talk is the power of colour and their 
affects on people suffering with mental health 
issues.  A further talk is ‘Food and Your Mood’ 

which looks at the effect of food on our mood 
and why it is so important to eat healthily. 

Michele is a Creative Empowerment speaker 
offering talks on positive thinking,  

resilience, motivation and self-esteem.  
She also offers the opportunity to tailor her talks 
to cater for any given audience and is more than 

happy to talk to organisers about their  
requirements. 

For availability, please contact Michele 
either by email at:  

michelebirch6@gmail.com  
or telephone on 0791 853 2284  

KATE ROUND  :  Kate has been doing talks to local clubs and societies for over 
15 years, on behalf of Dudley Museums Service, and is based at the iconic Red House 

Glass Cone, the home of Stuart Crystal.   Kate talks about the glass industry, the  
artistry, and legacy of cut-glass, and the lives and skills of the people who made it.  

Check out her website https://kateround.com/ 
All of her talks are listed with a description of content and all are presented  

with slides.   For availability, please talk to Kate either by email at:   
kateround.round@gmail.com or telephone on  07968 396679 

 
The next village voice page of speakers would you kindly add me again. 

 JOHN HOMER  - 
A BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE! 
For many years he has 
been involved with West 
Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and 
the Black Country  
Living Museum, and is 
also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF 
AND I” group which is a dementia support 
group for carers.    

He is a speaker on everything and anything to  
do with the Black Country and local football. 

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes, 
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country 
and life in general! 
 
For further details of talks available please  
contact John either by: 

Telephone:  01384 236827  
Mobile:  07818 291578  

Email:  johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

KAREN EVANS 
After completing a History degree 
Karen taught in primary schools 
before retiring in 2015.   She then 
wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books 
for the History Press and she is 
currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all 
things genealogical.   Her love and enthusiasm for 
history was the impetus for her talks be it  
Regency dancing or using DNA in her own  
research.   Karen’s talks include: 

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an 
1823 murder in her family which sent her on a 
thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery. 
‘Where does my family come from?’ -  
Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this 
talk covers areas such as understanding how 
the test works in very general terms. 
‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every  
savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but 
what would he have seen in the ballrooms of 
the day? 

For a full list of talks available and availability 
please contact Karen on 07462 801829 or email 

her at karenevansdna@gmail.com 

ALAN PEACE:  Alan began his working life as a printer but has also been a 
youth worker and a professional climbing instructor.  His high altitude climbing 
career has sent him around the world to places such as The Alps, Russia, Argentina, 
Norway, Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and Mongolia.  He spent 10 years as a volunteer 

lorry driver with the German Red Cross delivering humanitarian aid throughout Eastern Europe and 
for 27 years was the Senior Warden of the Himley Park estate near Dudley.  He is an Ambassador 
and volunteer fundraiser for Cancer Research UK and a local councillor and in his spare time he  
skippers a 70 foot narrowboat running day trips. 

Himley Hall—Past, Present and Future—Concentrating mainly upon the social history of the  
Himley estate and the many notable people who have visited. 

Never Work with Children or Animals (by the man who has done both and survived!) - an  
anecdotal and light-hearted look at some of the comical situations Alan has found himself in  

during 40 years of working with both children and animals! 
The 1000km Stroll—backpacking the South West Coast Path—Back in May 2021 Alan travelled 

to Minehead in Somerset to begin backpacking the 1000km long South West Coast Path in aid of 
Cancer Research.—an eight week expedition and the follow-up expedition the reverse way in 2022. 

For a full list of talks and availability please contact Alan on  
07791 900445 or email him at alrobpeace@btinternet.com 
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time to time we will be providing the names of various local speakers.   So, if you are a speaker and 
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current photograph to Gail at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 
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Old Bones' - the story of the 
Poppy and the Tomb of the  
Unknown Warrior 

‘The Habsbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the 
Romanovs - from obscurity to oblivion' 

'They took their Lifeboat to the top of the 
mountain' - the Lynmouth Lifeboat January 1899 

'Edith Cavell - heroine or spy'  

'Railway wagon 132’ - who were the three most 
important people to be carried in a goods wagon 

All of the talks are given with a power point 
presentation 

For availability, please talk to Barry  
either by email at:     

bpicken119@aol.com 
or 

Telephone 07940 743807 

MICHELE BIRCH 

Michele offers a varied range of talks.  She draws 
on her own family history by way of using family 

links and demonstrations of Japanese gift  
wrapping techniques—this is a popular talk  

towards Christmas time especially. 

She also has a great interest in poppies—glass 
fantasy film demonstrations and an involvement 
in poppy displays.  This is a highly popular talk 

towards November. 

Another talk is the power of colour and their 
affects on people suffering with mental health 
issues.  A further talk is ‘Food and Your Mood’ 

which looks at the effect of food on our mood 
and why it is so important to eat healthily. 

Michele is a Creative Empowerment speaker 
offering talks on positive thinking,  

resilience, motivation and self-esteem.  
She also offers the opportunity to tailor her talks 
to cater for any given audience and is more than 

happy to talk to organisers about their  
requirements. 

For availability, please contact Michele 
either by email at:  

michelebirch6@gmail.com  
or telephone on 0791 853 2284  

KATE ROUND  :  Kate has been doing talks to local clubs and societies for over 
15 years, on behalf of Dudley Museums Service, and is based at the iconic Red House 

Glass Cone, the home of Stuart Crystal.   Kate talks about the glass industry, the  
artistry, and legacy of cut-glass, and the lives and skills of the people who made it.  

Check out her website https://kateround.com/ 
All of her talks are listed with a description of content and all are presented  

with slides.   For availability, please talk to Kate either by email at:   
kateround.round@gmail.com or telephone on  07968 396679 

 
The next village voice page of speakers would you kindly add me again. 

 JOHN HOMER  - 
A BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE! 
For many years he has 
been involved with West 
Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and 
the Black Country  
Living Museum, and is 
also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF 
AND I” group which is a dementia support 
group for carers.    

He is a speaker on everything and anything to  
do with the Black Country and local football. 

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes, 
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country 
and life in general! 
 
For further details of talks available please  
contact John either by: 

Telephone:  01384 236827  
Mobile:  07818 291578  

Email:  johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

KAREN EVANS 
After completing a History degree 
Karen taught in primary schools 
before retiring in 2015.   She then 
wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books 
for the History Press and she is 
currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all 
things genealogical.   Her love and enthusiasm for 
history was the impetus for her talks be it  
Regency dancing or using DNA in her own  
research.   Karen’s talks include: 

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an 
1823 murder in her family which sent her on a 
thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery. 
‘Where does my family come from?’ -  
Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this 
talk covers areas such as understanding how 
the test works in very general terms. 
‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every  
savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but 
what would he have seen in the ballrooms of 
the day? 

For a full list of talks available and availability 
please contact Karen on 07462 801829 or email 

her at karenevansdna@gmail.com 

ALAN PEACE:  Alan began his working life as a printer but has also been a 
youth worker and a professional climbing instructor.  His high altitude climbing 
career has sent him around the world to places such as The Alps, Russia, Argentina, 
Norway, Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and Mongolia.  He spent 10 years as a volunteer 

lorry driver with the German Red Cross delivering humanitarian aid throughout Eastern Europe and 
for 27 years was the Senior Warden of the Himley Park estate near Dudley.  He is an Ambassador 
and volunteer fundraiser for Cancer Research UK and a local councillor and in his spare time he  
skippers a 70 foot narrowboat running day trips. 

Himley Hall—Past, Present and Future—Concentrating mainly upon the social history of the  
Himley estate and the many notable people who have visited. 

Never Work with Children or Animals (by the man who has done both and survived!) - an  
anecdotal and light-hearted look at some of the comical situations Alan has found himself in  

during 40 years of working with both children and animals! 
The 1000km Stroll—backpacking the South West Coast Path—Back in May 2021 Alan travelled 

to Minehead in Somerset to begin backpacking the 1000km long South West Coast Path in aid of 
Cancer Research.—an eight week expedition and the follow-up expedition the reverse way in 2022. 

For a full list of talks and availability please contact Alan on  
07791 900445 or email him at alrobpeace@btinternet.com 
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We are holding a Charity Fundraiser on Sunday, 27th 
September at JD Gyms in Brierley Hill to raise money 

for “Home Matters Dementia Support CIC”.  This is for 
people suffering with Dementia and their carers.   

The charity is very close to my heart because my mom 
had this awful disease and I was her primary carer.  The 
Class-A-Thon is open to anyone who wants to join our 

event, to do one or more classes. 
If you are interested, could you please register  

with me in-salon at Blaze Hair 
37 Lapwood Avenue, Kingswinford DY6 8RP 

Brett Harris 
Managing Director, Blaze Hair and 
Business Ambassador for Midlands  

Air Ambulance Charity. 

WORDSLEY BRIDGE 
CLUB 

Come and play, or learn to play, 
bridge at Wordsley Bridge Club. 
We meet in the upstairs room at 
Wordsley Community Centre on 

Wednesday Evenings from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, and on Friday 

afternoons from 1.30pm to 
4.00pm.We are a small friendly 
group and welcome all, whether 
experienced or wanting to learn 

the game. There is a small charge 
which includes a cup of tea or 

coffee and you will be guaranteed  
a game. 

Contact Trevor Mansell on  
01384 395110  

or the Community Centre on  
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 WALL HEATH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 

Telephone: 01384 273744  :  Email:  wallheathcommunityassoc@gmail.com 

9th September, The Wednesday Club, 2pm. Sue Stevens, contemporary and pop music. 
17th September, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. John Hutchins, Black Country Historian. John 
will be giving a talk on the rise and destruction of “The Crooked House “ pub, Himley. 
23rd September, The Wednesday Club, 2pm.  Deb Jones “A musical journey through  
Europe”. A mainly classical journey featuring Strauss and Mozart in Austria, Vivaldi in  
Italy and “The Sound of Music”.  Deb also tells us about those countries. 
1st October, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. Sophie, “The Travelling Willow Weaver”.  Sophie 
will be demonstrating and talking about her skilled craft of working with willow. There will 
be willow items for sale. 
14th October, The Wednesday Club, 2pm. Ian Bott, “A Grave Subject”. A macabre and 
entertaining look at the Black Country way of death. 

WORDSLEY BELL RINGERS 
“The Bells are Waiting” 

Our recruitment campaign rolls on and the 
message remains simple.  If you are aged 10 
to 25 and curious about something different, 

this is your opportunity to get involved. 

Bell ringing is about music, teamwork and 
tradition.   

No experience is needed.  We teach you 
from the very beginning in a friendly and  

supportive environment. 

Come and see what it is all about.  You 
might be surprised how rewarding it can be. 

Send us a message or contact  
Eric Bayford on 07906 264 002 

ST ANDREW’S 
UNITED  

REFORMED 
CHURCH 

Foundry Road, 
Wall Heath 
DY6 9BA 

Craft Fair  
Saturday, 24th October 2026 

11.00am-3.00pm 
Come along and see a wide variety of stalls 

selling  handmade cards, Wooden items, Tree 
decorations, Keyrings, Purses, Candles,  
Crystal Art, Books, Home made Cakes,  

Jam preserves and much more.  Stalls £15. 
Stall availability and further details can  

be obtained from Daphne Darby 
Telephone:  0753 0071 068 
Email:  wdarby@sky.com 
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  MEN’S BOWLS AT 
WORDSLEY  

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
If you have time 

on a  Friday 
afternoon, why 

not pop along to 
see us between 

1.00pm and 
 4.00pm and join 

this highly  
popular group 
for Short Mat 
Indoor Bowls, 

Cards and Dominoes.   

There is always lots of laughter and  
jollity with this group—it is the perfect 

way to meet new friends and enjoy a 
nice cup of tea/coffee and, of course, 

cakes and biscuits!    

All equipment is supplied.   If you  
have never played before that  

is not a problem as the group welcome 
all abilities. There are  

subsidised subscriptions. 

If this is of interest to you, please  
give Bob a call on  

07572 321401 and leave a message 
with your name and  

telephone number or contact the 
Community Centre on  

01384 273186. 
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KINGSWINFORD METHODIST 
CHURCH   

Stream Road, Kingswinford  DY6 9NP   
www.kingswinfordmethodist.co.uk 

kmc.enquiries66@gmail.com 

Are you looking for something to do as a 
family on a Sunday morning once a month?  

Why not come along to our All-Age  
Worship services?  We start at 10.00am  
with songs (as people find their seats). 

Things really get going at 10.30am, and we 
are on to drinks and biscuits by 11.15am!   

 
Do you like drums?  We have those as well 

as guitars.   
 

Do you like drama, quizzes, challenges,  
comedy and times to be quiet?  We have all 

of these and more!  
 

So why not give us a try?  We would love  
our family to get to know yours!   

 
EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF  

THE MONTH. 

 

WALL HEATH  
FLOWER CLUB 

Wall Heath Community Centre,  
Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 

 
DEMONSTRATORS FOR 2026/27 

Visitors always welcome to pay at  
the door.   

Please contact Pauline on 01384 272430 
or Greta on 01384 872752 

29th September 
Claire Bond - “Autumn Treasures” 

27th October  
Elaine Hale—“Rhythm ‘n Roots” 

24th November 
Debbie Davies— “Charismata” 

26th January 2027 
Debbie Wellington—“For the Love of  

Colours” 
23rd February—AGM 

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL 
BE IN THE OCTOBER 2026  

EDITION AND THE COPY 
DEADLINE IS  

Friday, 18th September 2026. 
Don’t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.   
Please send your details via email  

to Gail at  
villagevoice @hotmail.co.uk 
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HOME CLEANING SERVICES
Lisa’s Cleaning Services 34
Spotterless Cleaning Services 6

HOME DÉCOR
Total Sewing 44

HOME & GARDEN
Decormar 13

JEWELLERS
Arthur’s Jewellers 18

KITCHENS & BATHROOM INTERIORS
Shawfit Interiors 16

KITCHEN DOORS
Dream Doors OBC

LOCKS & MAINTENANCE
Adams Locks & Maintenance Ltd 24

MEMORIALS
Bates Memorials 23

MOBILITY
Power Link 64

MUSIC VENUES
The Robin Club, Bilston 4&45

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

PLEASE MENTION

Village Voice
WHEN USING THE SERVICES 

OF OUR ADVERTISERS
THANK YOU.

ON THE
HOME FRONT

PAGE 48
● Joanne Stallard 

Foot Health Professional 
● Shaggy Dog

● Stuart’s Handyman Services
● Orion Security Services

● Ovenblitz
● Step Ahead

● On Tap Plumbing & 
Maintenance

NURSERIES & PLANT SERVICES
Prestwood Cave Nurseries 65
Beacon Nurseries & Plant Centre 34

PUBLIC HOUSES
The Five Ways Inn 7
The Red Lion, Wombourne 57

ROOFERS
My Clean Gutters 15
Pedmore Roofing Services 17
Shayne Orme Roofing 42
GMD Roofing & UPVC 66-67

SKIPS
M T Skips 40-41

SOLICITORS
Waldrons Solicitors 19

SUPERMARKETS
Londis IBC

TRAVEL COMPANIES
Phillips International Travel 61

TREE & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Tree & Landscaping Specialists 14

UPHOLSTERERS
G-Kra� Upholstery 11
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01384 956119   01562 541208
dreamdoors.co.uk 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NAdudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your 
Perfect Fitin our showroom 

Up to 
50% less 

than a new fitted kitchen 
by simply replacing 
the doors and worktops
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