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Q.the
tipton

& coseley building society

DON’T LET YOUR
SAVINGS STAND STILL

Whether you're saving for your next holiday,
your first home or the future, we’ll help you
find the savings account that’s right for you.

visit thetipton.co.uk to learn more.

Speak to your local branch team today 6

Tipton | Coseley | Sedgley | Bilston | Codsall

The Tipton & Coseley Building Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the
Prudential Regulation Authority. The Society’s Firm Reference Number is: 159601. The Society is a member of the Building Societies Association. Head
Office: 70 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 8HG. Your eligible deposits with the Tipton & Coseley Building Society are protected up to a total of
£120,000 by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS), the UK's deposit guarantee scheme.
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The publishers cannot accept loss, damage or
omission caused by error in the printing of any
advertisement or editorial. Village Voice Magazines
Ltd. does not endorse any advertising material
within this publication. Please note that no part of
this publication may be reproduced, stored in any
retrieval system or transmitted in any form without
the prior written consent of the publishers.
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Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley & Tipton»

Cover story

Undoubtably, the RNLI is one of the most active
services in the country and this is our way of
reminding readers that, whilst we may be a long way
from the sea, when we go away on holiday we may still require
their services. This year the RNLI is celebrating 25 years of lifeguard
services and what started as a trial on the south coast of England
in 2001 has over the years expanded to over 245 beaches around
the UK and Channel Islands. In the words of the RNLI “It doesn't
matter who you are, or how you get into trouble, if you need help at
sea, RNLI lifeguards and lifeboat volunteers will be there for you”.

We hope that you enjoy reading this highly informative article.

Gaid

IN THIS ISSUE

6,16,34,40 It's A Fact!

24 Prizewinners announced at Queen Victoria School in Sedgley

30 Brainteasers

35 Postcard from Willy

46 Our ‘Recipe of the Month'this time comes from Karen Hayes
with her delicious recipe for chocolate cake.

48 Gornal is set to welcome a new branch of Mary Stevens
Hospice

50 For our Wordsearch competition this month, we were

asked if we might repeat the 2 x £50 B&Q vouchers. We
have a very kind advertiser and reader of Village Voice
who was more than happy to oblige.

56 Brainteasers Answers and Competition Winners

56 Win 2 x tickets to the fabulous Robin Club in Bilston

58-61 The Parish Pump: Keep up to date with what is going on in
your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is
MONDAY, 24™ AUGUST 2026. Entries received after this date

will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address,
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE, FIRE OR POLICE
NON EMERGENCY—POLICE

HEALTH
NHS
RUSSELLS HALL A & E DEPT

TRAVEL

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT
NATIONAL EXPRESS COACHES
NATIONAL RAIL LINE
TRAVELINE WEST MIDLANDS

HELP LINES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

CARE & DISABILITY ADVICE LINE
CHILDLINE

SAMARITANS

STOP SMOKING HELPLINE
VICTIM SUPPORT

UTILITIES
SEVERN TRENT WATER (SEWERS)
SOUTH STAFFS WATER
(EMERGENCIES)
(LEAK LINE)
ELECTRICITY POWER LOSS
GAS LEAKS

COUNCIL SERVICES

DUDLEY MBC

LIBRARIES - SEDGLEY
GORNAL
COSELEY

9990R 112
101

111
01384456111

0871 2220072
08717818181
0345748 4950
0871 200 2233

01384 482929
08080 486 486
080011 11

116 123
0300123 1044
01384241511

0800 783 4444

08003891011
0800 24 33 52
08003281111
07415 602 536

0300 555 2345

01384 812790
01384 812755
01384 812775

DON’T MISS OUT ON
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,200 copies
of this edition of Village Voice
are delivered throughout
Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley
and Tipton.

Extras are given to libraries and
selected shops in each area.
Be sure to look out for your copy.

DOYOU RUNA
NON PROFIT MAKING
CLUB OR SOCIETY?
AREYOU ON THE LOCAL
COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming
events or to recruit new
members? Give us a call, send
us an email or drop us a line
here at VILLAGE VOICE - we
would love to help. See our
contact details on page 3.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline
for the SEPTEMBER 2026
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is
THURSDAY, 20™ AUGUST 2026.
Please book your space early to
avoid disappointment.

norinvay

Auto Services “ For all your motoring needs”

MOTSs and Servicing for all makes
T: 01384 241140

W : www.northwayautos.co.uk

F: 01384 212206
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Win £20,000 CASH when you
replace your glass!

‘We’re celebrating 20 years of
excellence — and you could win
£20,000 in our Anniversary
competition! To enter, simply spend
£500 or more with us between now
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,

a trusted family-run business, has

been the UK’s leading domestic glass
replacement specialists, serving as
your One-Stop Shop for all your
glazing requirements — and now we’re
marking this milestone with an exciting
competition where one lucky customer
will win £20,000! We take pride in
generating our own leads, crafting
tailored quotes, and manufacturing

our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional
results. Unlike competitors, we

never use subcontractors —our team
consists entirely of skilled, in-house
professionals, guaranteeing consistent
quality and reliability. Every glass unit
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee,
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame
replacements that lead to unnecessary
redecoration expenses? By replacing

only the failed glass unit, we save you
money and minimise disruption —
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000
?rize draw while upgrading your home.
oin over 344000 satisfied customers

who trust our ethical, affordable service.

Failed double glazing can compromise
your home’s protection and energy
efficiency, so check your windows
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers money
while sup})orting local communities.
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our
focus s on replacing just the glass, not
the entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop,
we manage everything—from lead
generation to crafting premium glass
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated
after-sales support—making us the
smart, cost-effective choice in any
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to
enter the competition),

call 0800 61 2{)118 or visit

www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!

(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T's&C'’s apply.
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more
information)

Ask me about our
fantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

¢
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Have Your Windows

Steamed Up?

N || I really liked the fact (=] e ]

25 that they were a local E‘%«%{

YEAR community-run business” o ]
GUARANTEE Janet Beard Chﬁceﬁ;r;de Get a FREE Quote

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
Priority freephone
I ..: : : Z CLEAR

0800 6121118
Glass. it’s better when it’s clear!

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! X i
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In 1925 the Kingswinford Division of the Unionist Association held a Great
Garden Party at Himley Hall. As well as all the usual stalls and attractions
(including whippet racing, tug of war and Punch & Judy) in the evening there
was a mass open air meeting which was addressed by Col. The Rt Hon. L.S.
Amery PC MP, the Secretary of State for the Dominions & Colonies. It was
estimated that 8000 people attended—including 77 year old Patrick Dooling, a
second hand furniture dealer from Birmingham. Unfortunately Mr Dooling
was also a part-time pickpocket and he tried his luck on some of the people at
the Garden Party. He was seen and caught by a member of the audience and
handed over to a police constable at the gate. He was taken to Sedgley Police
Station and he appeared in court the following Monday where—despite his
age—he was given a sentence of three months imprisonment with hard labour.
The court heard that he had a very long record of offences recorded against
him going back 52 years.

It seems that during the 1840s clergy in Coseley had something of a penchant for
writing books. In March 1840 the following advertisement appeared in a number of
national newspapers. “In the volume, cloth lettered, price 6 shillings. Plain Sermons
preached to country congregation by Francis Foreman Clark AB, Headmaster of the
Grammar School, Newcastle-under-Lyne and formerly Minister of Christ Church,
Coseley”. Six years later there were advertisements for “The Church History of
England by the Rev. John A. Baxter MA, Perpetual Curate of Christ Church,
Coseley, Staffordshire. Dedicated by permission to the Right Rev. The Lord

Bishop of Lichfield. Two volumes cloth. 16 shillings.

FIVE WAYS INN

L LTY
CARD
f 10P BACK FOR
% | EVERY £1SPENT

o POO
2

R PUB

BathamS§

E S

sky 'sports SPORTS

Batham§
E MU
37\l

EVERY WEEK

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ O 01384 252968

6 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



AT s

Supporting families in the West Midlands with compassion,
dignity and guidance when you need it most.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans - Immediate Help 24/7
Traditional & Direct Funerals

Home visits available by appointment, offering support
in the comfort of your own surroundings.

For immediate help and caring advice, please call:

J.R.JONES & CO. JT. BROOKES & CO.
Five Ways House, Lake Street, 62 Market Street, Kingswinford,
Lower Gornal, Dudley, DY3 2AU West Midlands, DY6 9LH
01902 880040 01384 296683
~
Golden Charter
~

WWW.NEDOWNING.CO.UK
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold

Over 20 years experience ® No job too big or too small

X LTI (e
B0 4
| - )l

**Call within
48 hours to receive
a 20% discount**

e ==

* Tree Work » Paths » Fencing « Turf ¢ Artificial Grass  Driveways ¢ Block
paving « Tarmac * Ground works ¢ Drainage * Gates and gateways » Patios

Contact us today on 01 384 848344

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




" GUTTERING
FROM

Freephone: 0800 0463373 = % '§
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374 / W 3
Mobile: 07376 915 527 =¥ *** S g

‘(i\My Clean Gutters g )

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777®@icloud.com
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SHOOTING AT GORNAL

In 1879 the population of Gornal was stunned when the very popular vicar of St James’
Church was shot and seriously wounded.

The Rev. James Yates Rooker had gone to The Green (now known as the Five Ways) to buy
some goods in Jabez Addenbrooke’s grocery shop. Whilst at the counter he heard his name
being called from the doorway and turned to see Charles Hartland, a young chorister from
the church, standing there. Without hesitation Hartland raised a gun and fired at the clergy-
man hitting him three times in the head. Immediate assistance was summoned for Rooker
and he was rushed to hospital. In the meantime a manhunt was started for Hartland who was
later apprehended in Brierley Hill and charged with attempted murder.

At his trial at Stafford it became clear that Hartland had been nursing a grudge against
Rooker since 1877 when Hartland had been summoned to court for exposing himself to
young girls. Rooker had been chairman of Sedgley Magistrates Court on this occasion and
had sentenced the youngster to immediate imprisonment rather than the normal fine. For the
attack on Rooker, Hartland was sentenced to 12 years in prison—despite the fact that Rooker
himself had pleaded for leniency. Indeed, after the court case a petition with over 700
signatures (including that of the Rev Rooker) was sent to the Home Secretary asking for
Hartland's sentence to be cut. The request, however, was refused. Such was the esteem with
which Rooker was held locally his parishioners raised enough money to send their vicar on a
three week convalescence to recover from his wounds. He duly returned to his flock and,
almost a year to the day, was again sitting in Sedgley Magistrates Court.

In total the Rev Rooker was vicar at St
James’ for over 41 years and oversaw many DO YOU WANT YOUR
highs and lows of the area. These included the BUSINESS TO GROW?

closure of many of the pits and the misery of
hundreds of families suffering abject poverty,
including having to rely on the soup kitchen
organised by Rooker and his church. Little
wonder that he was so well thought of.

THEN TALK TO US AT

VILLAGE VOICE

ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE
ADVERTISING THAT WORKS.

0781 790 4477

10 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

The Rooker vault at St James’




h te Your Local Specialists in Platinum Trusted
C ap [ | stairlifts & Mobility D e,
living solutions | Bathrooms! —

Stairlifts Mobility Bathrooms

Safe, reliable and tailored to your Wet rooms, bath to
home. Perfect for added safety shower conversions,
and comfort. walk in baths.

Serving Sedgleyand 7% 01384912314
Surrounding Areas. @ www.chapterlivingsolutions.co.uk

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01902690936

We work in Sedgley, OUR SERVICES
Gornal, Coseley,

Tipton and all
surrounding areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES <«

 Fast Response
V' All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

»12Month <@ » OAP < » 1-2Hour «
Guarantee Discount Emergency
Available upon .
on labour! request at time Response

i }
Excludes of booking time!
blockages susiect o gty 650921

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps

Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

CLLLL RS
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BUY FLOORS DIRECT

FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

GET AN

EXTRA

10% OFF

INSTORE

WITH THIS
3+2 £1,499 VOUCHER

3+1+1 £1,699

3+2 £1,199 3+2 £1,499
3+1+1 £1,499 3+1+1 £1,699

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk
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BUY SOFAS DIRECT

%€ All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country %€

|

| - -
W Luxury Carpets
- forany room
from £11.99sg/mt

12mm Laminate =
flooring from : Herringbone flooring
EBO.SSRRET pack, - N from £32.99sq/mt

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

S BeiPiahk-or

Large showroom | Free car parking | Established 1985

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN

52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR Tel: 01562 541473

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm |§

& i | .
- ; L7 Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
PO Dis : Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP
01384 958 793
‘ y 2. Ia lep a, “..' B Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
e i ™ T Rowley Regis B65 0AY 3
s 0121 561 5386 TV

Www.'b'uysofasdirect.co.uk
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iy IV ININITI

Sedgley Farms is a small town in Delaware,
USA located 96 miles from Washington, DC.
Its most prominent landmark is the New Castle
County Detention Centre.

One of the first football teams in the area

was Sedgley Villa FC which had been formed
in around 1878. Initially it played friendly
matches against other teams but then joined
the Wolverhampton & District League. The
club folded in about 1903.

In 1897 the average number of pupils
attending schools in the area were: Daisy
Bank 501, Mount Pleasant 474, Lanesfield 204,
Bilston Street 295, Red Hall 865, Dudley Road
319, Upper Gornal 398, Robert Street 411,
Hurst Hill 311 and Christ Church (Coseley)
804.

In 1834 there were some 43 firms in the Black
Country making bricks, almost a third of which
were to be found in the Sedgley/Gornal area.
Wolverhampton Wanderers almost moved to
Sedgley rather than take up residence at
Molineux. For eight years until 1899 Wolves
had played their games at Dudley Road,
opposite the Fighting Cocks pub. By then,
however, they had joined the embryo Football
League and required better facilities. For many
months they scoured the area looking for an
appropriate ‘home’ but with no luck. They
even looked at moving out of Wolverhampton
and considered two possible sites in Sedgley
(the records don't say where these were,
however). At the last moment, though, The
Northampton Brewery Company who had
recently bought the Molineux Sports Arena
together with Molineux House (which they
converted into a hotel) offered to construct a
stadium for the club. This they did and
charged Wolves just £50 a year rent.

@ PAINTING & DEGORATING
@ HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

(& LOCKS & SAFE FITTING
(& GENERAL MAINTENANCE

@ FENGING & GARDENING

14

00 ADAMS

OO

LOCKS & MAINTENANCE LTD
07876 612785

FREE QUOTES
FULLY INSURED
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The Chestnut Tree
Highgate Farm, Highgate Common, DY7 5BS

Fop in and make goul/‘se% at_home!

Whether you’re stopping by for a morning coffee, a leisurely brunch, or a relaxed lunch
with family and friends, The Chestnut Tree has something for everyone.

& Top-notch coffee, speciality teas, and a full range of hot and cold drinks
4 Beer, wine, and other alcoholic refreshments available

# Fresh homemade cakes baked with care

®. Delicious breakfast, brunch, and lunch options

Bring the whole family and enjoy our countryside setting, with plenty of space for children
to run around and explore. You might even get the chance to meet our friendly residents,
Rupert the Donkey and his best mate, Tiger the Shetland Pony!

A warm welcome, great food, homemade treats, and a little bit of farmyard charm await.

V’@“Tw%% ma/ Mem@ 5««065 @/
we &ok&ommﬂa/ 16 seeing you soon. '-.\ ) |
Call us to book on 07950 476993 ¥
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& ABBEYROAD
/'/h“ TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS

SPECIAL HAND RAISED PORK &
OFFERS SPECIALITY PIES

« Mix & Match any 3 packs HOMEMADE TRADITIONAL
£12.00 FAGGOTS, PEAS & GRAVY

Chicken Fillets, Pork Steaks, PLUS SUPERIOR SAUSAGES
Lamb Chops, Rump Steaks & HOME CURED BACON

LOOK OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS /‘/h«

14 ABBEY ROAD, GORNAL WOOD DY3 2PQ
Tel: 01384 214515

The death of John Flavell of The Wynd, Sedgley was reported in 1940. He
was 82 and until two years before he died he had still put in a full week’s work
as a bricklayer. Indeed, he had spent some 63 years following this trade and
had spent 62 of them as a member of the Gornal branch of the Amalgamated
Union of Building Trade Workers. He was also a founder member of Sedgley
Conservative Club, a member of the old Sedgley Cricket Club and a leading
member of the parish church’s team of bellringers. He had four sons, four
daughters, 27 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren.

One of the best known footballers to turn out for Lower Gornal Athletic was Edwin
(Eddie) Clamp. Born in Leicestershire in September 1934, he was capped five times
for England Boys and joined Wolves as a 15 year old in 1949, turning professional
three years later. His league debut was against Manchester United in March 1954,
the first of 241 senior games for the club. During his time with Wolves he won four
England caps before in November 1961, he moved to Arsenal—although he only
stayed there until September 1962 when he transferred to Stoke City. Two years
later he moved Peterborough United before then dropping down into non-league
football playing for Worcester City and finally Lower Gornal Athletic. He retired in
1969 at the age of 35 and he died in 1995.

In the Birmingham Daily Post of 15th March 1943 the following advertisement
appeared in the ‘Musical Instruments For Sale’ column: “Granby Simplex
Pianola 50 rolls as new £90—evening Pearson, Glamis, High Park Crescent,
Sedgley Dudley—bus at door”.

16 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



BATES
MEMORIALS

Family Run Business

BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

e New Grave Stones ® Pet Memorials

e Garden Memorials ® Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ
Telephone: 01384 985923
Mobile: 07956 872130
Website: www.bates-memorials.com

Green Powered Enterprise
100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop

- SAM BATES DOCUMENT STORAGE
5 Grahiie Waﬁz ; Clean, dry, secure space
Bespok\e ’Workiops ] Shelved and carpeted

Ideal for documents that must be legally

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM retained for seven years or more

Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Lower Gornal,
Dudley DY3 2DZ £50 per month

Tel: 01384 985923 Mobile: 07956 872130 ] Contact Sam 07956 872130
Call for a Free Survey Unit 4, Holloway St West, Gornal

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




GORNAL'’S SHOCK MACHINE

Without a doubt one of the foremost engineers to have come out of Gornal was John
Johnson Shaw.

Born in Church Street, lower Gornal in December 1873, John went to Redhall Junior
school before transferring to King Edward’s in Birmingham. He was always interested in
science and, in particular, was fascinated by earthquakes. Whilst on holiday with his parents
on the Isle of Wight he was thrilled to find that the Liverpool scientist John Milne had
returned from Japan and had set up a laboratory close by. At the time Milner was widely
acknowledged as one of the pioneers of seismology and the keen youngster from Gornal
arranged to meet him, a meeting that was to blossom into a long friendship. Having been
inspired by the work that Milne had already undertaken, John Shaw returned to the
Midlands (his parents had by now moved to West Bromwich) and set about designing his
own seismograph. By 1908 he had developed a working model and was indeed the first
person to identify an earthquake that occurred on the other side of the Atlantic (in Mexico).
Later he was to develop what was to become known as the Milne-Shaw Seismograph
which for many years was the standard model used throughout the world to detect and
measure seismic activity. Most were actually constructed in a small workshop in the garden
of John Shaw’s home in West Bromwich. John Johnson Shaw was awarded a CBE for his
work but never really received a public recognition for the prominent scientific and
engineering work that he undertook.

TOTAL MOBILITY

by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)
TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.POWERLINKMOBILITY.CO.UK

FULLRANGE + ROLLATORS

. OF MOBILITY
3 AIDS AVAILABLE + TRI WALKERS

e + STAIRLIFTS
+ WHEELCHAIRS

K + ADJUSTABLE BEDS
+ RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
(NEW & PRE-OWNED)

FROM
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NEW ROOFS - DRY RIDGE SYSTEM ER ROOFS

FELT FLAT ROOFING - FIBREGLASS ROOFING — ROOF REPAIRS Firesisse.

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION <=
07973 116 365 - 07739 564 133
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*YOUR TIME IS OUR TIME +

Caring for our community
and here for your loved ones

The team at Jennings are dedicated to serving our local communities with
passion and pride. We are here to help you by providing you with the
highest standards of funeral care, listening carefully to your requests
and creating a heartfelt tribute to your loved one.

JENNINGS'

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

11 High Street, 3 High Street, Church Road,
Wednesfield WV11 1ST Sedgley DY3 1RP Wombourne WV5 9EZ
01902 723237 01902 661137 01902 898103

12 The Woodlands Centre, 484 Stafford Road, Jamieson Court,
Wood Lane, Oxley WV10 6AN 50/52 Wellington Road,
Willenhall WV12 5ND 01902 786795 Bilston WV 14 6AG
01922 712153 6-7 The Square, 01902 491443
276-278 Penn Road, Codsall WV8 1PT St.James House,
Penn WV4 4AD 01902 845770 Horseley Fields WV1 3DN
01902 330357 01902 352251
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Gas, Iumbing & Heating Ltd

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

5% discount Proud members of
for OAP’s Checkatrade.com

NO ca" out fee Where reputation matters

CALL FOR A FREE quoTE 07377 453081

FAMOUS EVENTS IN HISTORY IN AUGUST

4th—1693: According to popular belief, Champagne is said to have been invented on this day
by French monk Dom Pierre Pérignon and even now Dom Pérignon remains a highly popular
brand of vintage Champagne. Historians, however, will argue this fact saying that it is unlikely
that champagne was invented on this exact date—what we do know is that Pérignon made huge
contributions to the development of modern champagne. He was responsible for creating the
technique that finally produced a successful white wine from red wine grapes.

S5th August 1583: The first British colony in North America was founded by Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, a British navigator and explorer. He sighted the Newfoundland coast and took possession
of the area around St. John's Harbour in the name of the Queen. He was later lost at sea in a
storm off the Azores on his return trip to England.

8th—1963: Britain’s Great Train Robbery is well documented as being the most famous
robbery in history when £2.6 million was stolen from Royal Mail. It was carried out by a gang of
five criminals led by antiques dealer Bruce Reynolds. A railway signal was tampered with which
in turn forced a Post Office mail train travelling from Glasgow to London Euston to stop. After
taking control of the rain and attacking the driver, they drove it to a pre-arranged meeting point
and loaded the money into a trunk. Today this would be worth approximately £60 million.
22nd—565: The Loch Ness monster was said to be spotted for the first time by St Columba
while he was on his way to visit the King of the northern Picts, near Inverness. Although
accounts place the beast to have been there for around 1500 years, all attempts to find evidence
to back this up have failed. All that said, ‘Nessie’ continues to be a very good visitor attraction.
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SQUIRE KNIGHT’S LEGACY

Born to poor parents living in Coseley in 1742, Squire Knight
became a very successful chemist and druggist with a nation-
wide reputation for preparations that could cure almost any ill.
In his youth he collected medieval herbs in and around Woodsetton
and sold them at Dudley market on Saturdays before later opening a
shop in the town’s Queen Street. His potions included his Purifying
Family Pills which were said to cure everything from indigestion,
loss of appetite, giddiness in the head, wind, heartburn, cramps,
spasms, fevers and eruptions of the skin. Similarly, his Cough Pills
were apparently able to relieve coughs, colds, hoarseness, and
asthma as well as “all obstructions of the breast and lungs”. His Eye ointment was even
more effective and could cure impaired vision, partial blindness—and even restore burnt
eyelashes!

But most amazing of all was his Balsam which cured the afflictions of over 10,000
individuals—including those with influenza, bronchitis, whooping cough and all lung
complaints. Squire Knight was the darling of London Society and numbered Lords, Earls
and Barons as his friends. He was also known to several European Royal families. Not
bad for a Coseleyite who spent some time in the Workhouse in his youth!

LOOKING TO SELL YOUR HOME?

SHANNON KELLY
exp
Personal Estate Agent
Proudly Covering Sedgley + Surrounding Areas

HONEST ADVICE. Q Frorln Valuation to;ompietion,..
You'll Only Deal With Me.
REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS.

0 | do ALL Viewings AND Give
NO FALSE PROMISES. You Instant Feedback

No Upfront Cost
No Tie-In Contracts

‘Home Assessment Today
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS
bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

SALE NOW ON

ERPHESSIONS
prAURYLON!

RRANGES

ik

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

¢4 zigbee

Compatible Solutions

Free Purking

30 years of innovative, safe sun protection

‘ 30 years of happy and satisfied customers /
e S That & a premise:

1993|2023

CALL US ON 01384 273769
VISIT US IN STORE STREAM ROAD, KINGSWINFORD DY6 SNT
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SEDGLEY GARDENING SOCIETY
FLOWER SHOW POSTER COMPETITION

We were delighted to hear from Diane Beardsmore, Chair of Sedgley Gardening Society.
Along with Treasurer, Richard Cooper they
were invited by the Headmaster of Queen
Victoria Primary School in Sedgley, Matthew
Priest to present the prizes at the end of term
Assemblies, for the Poster Competition.

Sedgley Gardening €lub
FLOWER SHOW - SATURDAY 15TH AUGUST 2026 - 12:30pm

SEDG
GAHUEN% ‘FUE).:{;:S%V g

mﬂw’"

Diane commented: “We were very impressed
at the level of entries from Year 6 pupils and
we had 25 entries in total. We had two
judges, one of which is a recognised artist
and who currently has her work on display
at Wolverhampton Art Gallery.” The prizes
! for the competition were very kindly donated
mﬁm%‘r"@ by Tesco for which the Society are extremely
: grateful. They were presented as 1st, 2nd

C(’)M E J(’)l N |F ' and 3rd prizes to the pupils.

YOL J F A N(_T f-}jMu WPWA LF:T:& The entries will be on display at the Flower

UN (1! Show being held on Saturday, 15th August at
Sedgley Community Centre, Ladies Walk, Sgdgfey, DY3 3UA Sedgley Community Centre’ Ladies Walk’
Admission £1.00 per persan (Under 16" & Members of the Gardening Club Free of charge) Sedgley DY3 3UA. The event IS Open to the
public from 12.30pm until 3.15pm. The winning entry has been made into an extremely
colourful poster (above) which will advertise the Flower Show.

chf gﬂﬂlld&
M

Flowet sHowS i
You'e eek 5!

Well done to all who entered the competition—the standards were obviously high and the
pupils worked extremely hard to meet the criteria and were a real credit to their school.

Calling all knitters
Weare ple ap
thi mb
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DUDLEY
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road

(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

¢ All Bodywork
Repairs Undertaken

4 Classic Car Restoration

4 Prep and Finish

¢ Bumper Scuffs
¢ Seat and Carpet

¢ Repairs
4 Mopping and Polishing

¢ Dealer Approved

4 Insurance claims
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

Find us on: @ dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com

facebook-
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(et rid of your
Fat Yoot woryies.|

ALL ASPECTS OF
ROOFING COVERED
FULLY INSURED



THE SENTENCE OF THE COURT

In 1323 a band of robbers led by Richard de Tutbury and Nicholas Ernold de Condorve stole
money and goods worth over £1000 (about £2 million at today’s value) from Dudley
Castle—which was at that time within Sedgley
parish. They were caught red-handed in
Coseley and taken to Stafford where they were
put on trial. For some reason the trial was
adjourned and it was decided that they should
be transported to York for the trial to continue.
Despite being bound hand and foot, the robbers
managed to escape during the journey and for
almost two years they lived as outlaws close

to Nottingham. Indeed, it is said by some
historians that their exploits were the basis of
the tales of ‘Robin Hood” although there is
absolutely no evidence they had any intention
of giving anything to the poor! The goods from Dudley Castle had been recovered in Coseley
and were returned—only for them to be stolen again three years later.

S~ -.,“\"-"/(—

——

_CATERING

- "-..._....! FOR HOME & OFFICE
f -- : = —g= f il

7el: 01902 896170 ., Mob: 07721 754000

BUSINESS LUNCHES ¢ AFTERNOON TEAS < WEDDINGS

LUNCH & DINNER PARTIES ¢« COCKTAIL PARTIES
FUNERALS ¢ HOT & COLD BUFFETS ¢ FREEZER FILLING

Email: maryhermansmith@btinternet.com

~o www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk ¢
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GENUINE
SAVINGS
election!

LOW

PRICES

GREAT
SERVICE

LAMINATES
&VINVLS £ 3

S| Minmum 20% orr

ALL ITEMS REDUCED

"1 up1075% oFF

Plus FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE

Karndean

Designflooring

DELIVERY

Unit 4 Coneygre
Industrial Estate

Trinity =
Carpets B 0121 520 6091

® e |[OCAL FAMILY
" BUSINESS TRADING
Birmingham New Road SINCE 1984
n REMOVAL AND
, DISPOSAL OF EXISTING
FLOORING AVAILABLE

) SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES
www.trinitycarpets.co.uk

ON ALL ORDERS

o)
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IS ERFAN N A TS I R R

This month we have pulled together a real mixed bag of brainteasers—see how you fare.

1. What is this cryptic word: 4. 62-63=1
EHCA Move just one digit to make this sum correct
2. Replace the letters in this simple sum with the 5. 85491761032
numbers from 0-9 to complete the correct answer: ~ What is special about the sequence of numbers?
HORSE 6. Forwards I’'m heavy but backwards I’'m not.
?
SADDLE What word am I?
7. Just say what you see:
= GALLOP LMOTAHERW
8. SCORE
3. ABSORB DIVIDE GLITCH SCORE
MARGIN RECESS SCORE
SCORE

Which of the following words belong in the list
above... and why?

QUIVER SHAKEN SHIVER TINGLE Answers, if needed, are on Page 56.
53 doobryfirkin &
)

o]
o HAND CRAFTED"™LOVELINESS

FURNISHINGS AND UPHOLSTERY
SOFT FURNISHINGS, '+

. CUSHIONS, CURTAINS,
% RE-UPHOLSTERY ETC

The Vineyard Craft Village,
Halfpenny Green Wine Estate,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

. - @ Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm
%‘ﬁn ®8 T: 07449 515059

P5 I’IZIAJ" E: doobryfirkin1@hotmail.com

VU Follow us on Facebook 0
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01902 259706 (M

07874810219 O
goldoakwindows.co.uk
enquiry@goldoakwindows.co.uk O

Gold Oak

windows « doors & conservatories

GIVE YOUR
HOME A NEW
LEASE OF LIFE

We use the highest quality
products which are energy
efficient, building regulation
compliant with police
approved security.

—

FINANCE AVAILABLE

e Windows e Canopies e Garage Doors
We Supply e Doors e Roofline e Ultion Locks
& Install: e Conservatories e Warm Roof e Bi-fold Doors
® Porches ® Roof Lantern ® Glass Units

10 Year We are a family run business offering a professional and.
Guarantee friendly service with no pressure selling. Get in touch for a

free quotation.
@ * Q0

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 31




MT SKI

T
@ U Fill em
A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off,
all ready for immediate delivery at prices
yo cor heat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy,
yo fill em they MT um....
They will even wait while yo load it!

5 MT... =

"
£ U FILL UM WE MT UML,.~



S
e MT um

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability — Reliability and a first-rate customer service.

Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK.

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100%
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It's easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive
guides pocked with t|ps about the dos and don'ts of booklng a skip.

IRE! J -—_-:.,-‘._._:,_
| ¥ % Lol ..1..

lrl‘
mlj\rwrmwﬁ
= Qe - 240050

M T SKIPS
01284 240056

S

]

POl AL EX,
WENMT EM!

Spot the yellow car, send us a
photo and get £10.00 off

(offer ends 31+ August 2026) : “MT
3 sues

OB T

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!
dlands DY2 8QX. Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774 f
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In 1857 the Dudley Weekly Times reported that “About a dozen poor men were
summoned by the churchwardens of St. James’s Church, Sedgley for Church rates,
the sums varying from 1/4d to 2/8d. The whole of those who appeared put in the
plea of poverty as a reason for non-payment added to which, by a few, was this—
that their landlords had agreed to pay all the rates. The relation of their distress

by some of them was enough to soften even the heart of a rural churchwarden.

The churchwardens present, however, proved to be impervious to such pleadings
and demanded immediate payment.”

In the 17th century the inhabitants of Tipton were extremely generous in donating
money to other communities that had suffered losses or were in need of relief. In
1657 they collected 7s/10d for the people of Desford in Leicestershire after a fire had
devasted the town. In later years donations were sent to other towns including
Southwold in Suffolk, Milton Abbey in Dorset, Oxford and Chichester.

* In 1961 a special donkey race was organised in Gornal to raise funds for the
Robert Street School Swimming Pool Fund. Competitors in the race included
Cllr T.P. Hanley, Chairman of Sedgley Council (riding ‘Harry’) and the former
chairman ClIr J. Timmins who won the race on ‘Sonny Boy’ (Cllr Hanley
fell off his mount during the race). The event was organised by Sid Hale, the
licensee of the Old Bull’s Head and it raised £36.

* The number of people entitled to vote in elections in 1854 were 603 people in
Sedgley and just 455 in Tipton. The total for Kingswinford, however, was 1736,

more than in Wolverhampton at just 1390.

Treatments available include:

PROFESSIONAL FOOT HEALTHCARE

Angela Lowe Dip CFHP

* Fully Qualified & Insured

¢ Corn and callus removal

* Fully Qualified in Health ‘ '?r:leln:r::::;lgr in-growing toenails
& Social Care

* Treatment for fungal nail infections
* Verruca and wart treatments

* Qualified to treat Diabetics » General foot health checks and advice

* Tipton based clinic appointments also available
*Reflexology also available

HOME VISITS ONLY £25
Call to enquire : 07533 158 797
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GARAGE DOORS  __couum -
ROLLER SH UTTERS Rings Security Shutters & Gates Limited
TRELLIS GATES

Why Choose Rings Security
Shutters and Gates Ltd?

Full Range of Products

Aesthetically Pleasing,

Mechanically Efficient

Fully Trained Staff

Adding Protection and Value

Compliant to industry Standards

Colours, Sizes and Operation 4 Nationwide
Flexible to Customer " Emergency Cover

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

POSTCARD FROM WILLY—THE
KNITTED TIPTON SLASHER

Although the weather

has beenw hot I've still

managed to-get out |

and about and this

week have visited

Lichfield, home of the Vilage Voice

beautiful Cathedral. Readers

If yow see me out and Forge Howse

about dow be shy come 50 Redhall Road

and sy hello- Gornal Wood

Stay out thv' o3 road. Dudley
West Midlandy

Willioawm Perry DY3 2NL

The Knitted Tiptow Slasher
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF

RNLI LIFEGUARDING

This year the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) is celebrating 25 years of its lifeguard
service. Started as a trial on the south coast of England in 2001, the service has expanded to over
245 beaches around the UK and Channel Islands helping keep beachgoers safe as they enjoy the
coast. It doesn’t matter who you are, or how you get into trouble, if you need help at sea, RNLI
lifeguards and lifeboat volunteers and will be there for you. Collectively, RNLI lifeguards and
lifeboat crews have saved more than 146,700 lives since the charity was founded in 1824.

LIFEGUARDING

On the beach, every second counts, which is why since 2001 the RNLI has also operated seasonal
lifeguard patrols at beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. Over the past 25 years, our lifeguards
have carried out over 48 million preventative actions, aided
more than 440,000 people and saved over 2,000 lives. To find
out more about the 25th anniversary of RNLI lifeguards, visit
RNLILorg/Lifeguard25. Last year, 1,608 RNLI lifeguards
provided a service on 249 beaches. Highly trained and
equipped, RNLI lifeguards spot danger as it develops and
respond instantly. They also provide safety advice and a
reassuring presence on the beach. Local authorities and beach
owners work with the charity contributing to the RNLI’s :

lifeguard service costs. You can use the RNLI website to find your nearest lifeguarded beach close to
home or whilst visiting another part of the UK or Channel Islands. To find your nearest lifeguarded
beach visit rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeguarded-beaches.

This year the RNLI has created a special podcast, We Are Life-
guards which is a series that takes a closer look at what it is like
to keep people safe at the seaside. Across five episodes, the
podcast series explores the different aspects of lifeguarding,
from the equipment lifeguards use and the training they do, to
how every beach poses its own challenge. You'll hear lifeguards,
past and present, talk about their experiences and hear from the

WMMET people they've rescued. Search for ‘We Are Lifeguards’
'_\(J wherever you get your podcasts.

LIFEBOATS

Providing a 24-hour search and rescue service around the UK, Ireland, Channel Islands and the Isle of
Man, in 2025 alone, RNLI lifeboat crews launched over 9,000 times and saved 272 people. Most RNLI
volunteer crew members don’t have a nautical background, so they receive world-class training from
the charity, which gives them the vital skills to save lives, as well as confidence in each other and their
lifesaving equipment.

Crews get the best kit, lifeboats, equipment and facilities the RNLI can provide. The RNLI has 238
RNLI lifeboat stations, 470 lifeboats: 155 all-weather lifeboats, 315 inshore lifeboats and 6 hovercraft.
This is what it costs to build a RNLI lifeboat, deliver it, and make it ready for service:

e Shannon class all-weather lifeboat costs £2,781,000
e B class inshore lifeboat costs £322,000
e D class inshore lifeboat costs £101,000.
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF

RNLI LIFEGUARDING

Each volunteer will also need their specific crew kit to keep them safe whilst carrying out their role
effectively. The cost of kitting out an all-weather lifeboat crew member from their layered clothing to
their lifejacket, helmet and gloves costs over £2,700 (RRP).

WATER SAFETY

Around 138 people die by accident in UK and Irish coastal waters each year. Men and boys aged 15
and over are most at risk, with activities including boating, walking, paddleboarding, waterside play
and swimming accounting for most coastal incidents and deaths.

If you ever see someone in trouble at the coast, call 999 or 112 and ask for the Coastguard. If
you are able to, tell the person to relax and float on their back and throw something buoyant to help
them stay afloat. If you ever find yourself in difficulty in the water, remember Float to Live:

o Tilt your head back, with your ears submerged

e Relax and try to breathe normally

e Move your hands and feet to help you stay afloat — it’s fine if your legs sink, we all float
differently

e When you’ve gained control of your breathing, shout for help or swim to safety if you can.

INTERNATIONAL WORK

It’s not just these shores the RNLI is keeping safe. Globally, around 300,000 people drown every year.
The RNLI is helping other lifesaving organisations to tackle drowning in their own countries. The
RNLI and its partners are putting lifesaving into the hands of local communities.

HOW YOU CAN HELP THE RNLI

There are lots of ways you can support this lifesaving charity and local fundraising branches are
always on the lookout for more volunteers. No matter how much time you are able to give, if you think
that you can help or you would like to know more, please get in touch with the Brierley Hill and
Kingswinford Fundraising Branch by contacting Mr John Pittwood on 07725 174176 or email him at
jnp46@live.com

e Give time — see what other volunteering opportunities are available by visiting:
rnli.org/support-us/volunteer

e Connect with the charity on social media to be inspired by the latest lifesaving stories by
following @RNLI

e Shop with the RNLI where all profits go towards lifesaving work. You can visit the online
shop at shop.RNLI.org

e Donate in memory of a loved one adding to the thousands of names that have been added to
the letters and numbers that identify Shannon class lifeboats through the Launch a Memory
campaign. Visit RNLLorg/LaunchAMemory

e Become a member by giving on a regular basis. Visit RNLI.org/membership

e Make a donation to power the lifesaving work. Visit RNLI.org/donate

e Leave a Gift in your Will — these are for the RNLI’s crews’ protection at sea, helping to fund
crucial training, equipment, kit and more. 6 in 10 lifeboat launches were possible thanks to
the generosity of supporters leaving a gift in their Will. Visit RNLI.org/legacy.
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IT°S ALL IN THE EYES!

When it comes to attractiveness the colour, shape and size of the eyes is a major factor—which
probably explains why women in the UK spend in excess of £25 millions a year on cosmetics for
their eyes alone. Here are a few facts and figures about the eyes:

O Your eyes blink between 17,000 and 27,000 times a day. Each blink lasts around a tenth
of a second.

O Almost half the brain is associated with the control of the eyes and the processing of the
information that they collect.

@ The human retina comprises some 120 million ‘rods’ which enable black, white and
grey to be distinguished and 8 million colour sensitive ‘cones’.

@ The eye of a human can distinguish as many as 500 different shades of grey.

Under the right conditions the human eye can see the light of a candle at a distance of 14
miles.

@ Eye makeup has been used by humans since Ancient Egyptian times when a substance called
kohl was used to enhance the eyes. This was made up of burnt almonds, copper, ash and
ochre and was much used by the likes of Cleopatra.

Nictolas Barwell & Go. Jid

Accountants ® Tax Advisors
Stirling House, Carriers Fold, Church Road, Wombourne, West Midlands, WV5 9D]
Tel: 01902 897141 Fax: 01902 897242

Email: benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk Website: wiww.nicholasbarwell.co.uk
/

We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients

Self Assessment tax return preparation and assistance thereon

Payroll and book-keeping services

VAT return preparation and assistance thereon

Business development and tax planning

Start-up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting

Corporation Tax returns and assistance thereon

INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.
Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on 01902 897141 or e-mail benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk.

38 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



SEPTEMBER

AT THE ROBIN

8 LvesmIRe

THE AC/DC SHOW

FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

THURSDAY 3rD SEPTEMBER FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER SATURDAY STH SEPTEMBER

JUST LIKE LUTHER THE ELD ENCOUNTER NORTHERN SOUL TRAIN
LUTHER VANDROSS TRIBUTE ELO TRIBUTE NORTHERN SOUL BAND

SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER FRIDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER
THE QUARKNESS MARTIN TURNER THE EMINEM SHOW
HAWKWIND TRIBUTE FORMER WISHBONE ASH MINEM TRIB

ATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER THURSDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER I.WEF'E'LI},I‘IYEM'}EES%EHEESRHUW
BEIIIA KING KING AC/DC TRIBUTE
SATURDAY 19T SEPTEMBER suuﬂ\é %l}lrstli(l;ﬁhénEn THURSDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER
HI -"H 9 : THE KINKS TRIBUTE SLEBIIK
FRIOAY 25TH SEPTEMBER SATURDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
JILTED GENERATION BYOB CD & RECORD FAIR
PRODIGY TRIBUTE SYSTEM OF A DOWN TRIBUTE MORNING EVENT
SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
HARVEST
NEIL YOUNG TRIBUTE

THURSDAY
1/TH
SEPTEMBER

THEROBIN.CO.UK 01302 401 211
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¢ TREE FELLING

¢ CROWN REDUCTIONS
¢ HEDGE TRIMMING

¢ STUMP GRINDING

@ JUNGLES CLEARED

GORNAL -

TREE & GARDEN caLL ToDAY git}%ﬁ
FOR A FREE ulas
SERVICES NPTC

QUOTATION

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Tel: 01384 830384 Mob: 07860 851017

*

*

A strange case was heard at Dudley County Court in July
1894 after William Lowe, a farm labourer form Penn
brought an action against Edward Dickinson, the relieving
officer in Sedgley for false imprisonment and wrongful
prosecution. Lowe had apparently married a woman from
Sedgley on 1st April. They had been seeing each other for
around six months and then found that she was pregnant.
The marriage was purely to preserve her good name and directly after the ceremony
she returned to live with her parents in Sedgley and Lowe went back to his home in
Penn. At first he gave his wife 15 shillings a week which was almost all his
earnings. Later he reduced that to half of his earnings at which time his wife said
that if she did not have all his wages she would not have any. Two months later the
relieving officer called on Lowe to say that his wife was locked up at Sedgley until
bail could be arranged. Subsequently Lowe appeared in court charged with running
away and leaving his wife to claim off the parish. The charges, though, were
dismissed and as a result of that decision Lowe decided to sue Dickinson. The jury
heard that Dickinson had not checked his facts before having Lowe arrested and did
not even realise that Lowe had never lived in Sedgley. Lowe was granted £10/10s in
compensation.

For many years the Britannia pub in Upper Gornal was a home brew house
and under the auspices of its erstwhile licensee Sallie Williams it produced a
much admired ale called “Cow & Gate”. Brewing ceased in 1959.
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. CHANGING ROOMS

+WET ROOMS/ADAPTATIONS «BATHROOMS
+KITCHENS «GARAGE CONVERSIONS

.

A companyyou can trust“
b - X

Wetrooms/Bathrooms ,'
: 1 \ f . “ ‘
Approved ahd trusted by Vo

Dudley &Wo‘lverham_pton

trading standards & age UK

S Wetemangenn crryoe
™ WOLVERHAMFTON

Word of Mouth

w\:erd rader

TRUSTMARK
s

Government Endorsed Quality

INDEPENDENCE MATTERS
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Your local independent nursery - As we grow grow with us!

The nursery will be

open during August

and September - L
Friday, Saturday and -
Sunday (+ Bank Holiday -
Monday 371t August)
10am until 4pm.

Call and speak to Paul on:
0 ,-703 529004 for

PRESTW@ODCAVENUR'SERY

SUMMER SHRUBS AND
HERBACEOUS PLANTS

Great for filling the gaps in your borders

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com

A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN
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Simply Confident... Simply Natural.. S :
Call us on 01902 664634 Im

*Free Consultations *New Dentures ﬁ D e nt U re S

)Y

*Full & Partial Dentures *Repairs *Relines
*Additions *Cleaning Service
*Implant Retained Dentures

*Call for an information brochure

Firm and Steadfast!

Many denture wearers struggle with the issue
of the teeth they have moving around in the
mouth. This had been the problem for Nicola
but then she had them secured in place with
the use of dental implants. She came to us un-
happy with the teeth that she had been given.
We took time to explore what her requirements
were and discovered that she wanted to
improve her aesthetics as well as have them
secured firmly onto the implants she had.

It was a pleasure to see her beaming with
delight when she saw the results we achieved
for her. If you would like to find out if there are
improvements that can be made to the denture

you have please call for our free 30 minute

denture health check on 01902 664634.

Creating beauty

in every smile

' — " New dentures can help with...
i v Y’ Talking / Eating |/ Confidence

"? v smiling v/ Happiness /" Well Being
Follow us .. .Il @ [J:'jj

For our brochure call us on 01902 664634
Find us at Castle St, Coseley, WV14 9EP

Discover more at www.simplydentures.net
Clinical Dental Technician: Mr Peter Brookes DipCDT, GDC 124429

e
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Born on 28th April 1889 in Nock Street,
Tipton, Joseph (or Joe as he was widely
known) John Davies first joined the British

Army at the age of 21 when he signed up with ‘

the Welsh Regiment on 19th August1909.
At his medical—which took place in
Birmingham—he was recorded as being 5ft
4% inches tall and weighing 1991bs. On 18th
January 1910 his battalion was posted to

Egypt where they took up garrison duties over
the next four years before being transferred to

similar duties in India. With war being
declared in Europe, however, Joe and his
battalion were ordered to return to the UK
from where, after a short period of home
leave, they were then posted to France in
January 1915. Within months, though, Joe
suffered a shot to his shoulder and was
returned to the UK for treatment and
recuperation before being stationed in
Gibraltar for over eight months. In May
1916, however, he returned to the front line,
this time with the 10th Battalion of the Royal
Welsh Fusiliers. The Battle of Delville Wood

on the Somme commenced on 14th July 1916.

The following day—despite a very large loss
of men—the Ist South African Brigade took
the Wood but over the next few days their
hold on the land was loosened by continual
bombing by the German forces and several
attacks involving up to 6000 troops. On 20th
July reinforcements in the shape of the Royal
Welsh Fusiliers and the Suffolk and Royal

Berkshire Regiments were sent forward to try

to relieve the South Africans.

The Fusiliers in particular faced a very
hostile fusillade and many of their number
were killed. Corporal Davies and eight
others found themselves separated from the
rest of the company and under extreme
pressure from the enemy. All their officers
had been killed and it was left to Joe Davies
to take command. As the citation for the
Victoria Cross says: “When the enemy
delivered their counterattack the party was
completely surrounded but Corporal Davies
got his men into a shell-hole and by
throwing bombs and opening rapid fire

he succeeded on routing the attackers and
even followed and bayoneted them in their
retreat.” As a consequence of this action
(which was witnessed by an officer) he was
awarded the Victoria Cross, the highest
honour for gallantry in the face of the
enemy. The medal was presented to him on
7th October 1916 by King George V at
Buckingham Palace.
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But before that he had civic receptions in
both Tipton and Wednesbury. Corporal
Davies continued in the Army until he was
discharged on 14th December 1918 as being
“surplus to military requirements”. After the
War he moved to Bournemouth where he
lived until his death on 16th February 1976.
On 20th July 2016—the 100th anniversary
of the action that saw Corporal Davies
awarded the Victoria Cross—a special
ceremony hosted by Tipton Civic Society
and the Tipton branch of the Royal British
Legion took place at the King’s Arms in Toll
End Road.

Back in 1992 the Society and RBL had
placed a prestigious blue plaque on the Nag’s
Head pub in Great Bridge but following the
closure of the pub it was decided to move it
to Toll End Road, close to where Corporal
Davies went to school. It was felt that the
100th anniversary of the Delville Wood
battle was the most appropriate date to unveil
it. Three days later a separate ceremony was
held in Victoria Park, Tipton where a special
stone tablet to Corporal Davies was unveiled
by grandsons Mike Howard and Bernard
Harvey and great-grandson lan Harvey who
had travelled up from Dorset to pay tribute to
their relative who had shown such bravery
all those years ago.
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TIPTON REMEMBERS...

Joeseph Davies was one of the lucky ones.
Although he was injured, he survived the war
and went on to live in Bournemouth until his
death in 1976. Many of those other men
from Tipton who took part in the Great War
were not so fortunate and almost 900 lost
their lives. Local Historian Andrew Johnson
painstakingly undertook research into all
those identified as either coming from Tipton
or having connections with the area. He
published his findings on a website at
www.tiptonremembers.net which is probably
one of the very best of its kind. Details of the
backgrounds and circumstances of the deaths
of these men and one woman) are recorded in
fascinating detail. In many cases Andrew has
journeyed to France and Belgium and taken
photographs of the graves as well.

gornal
accounting

accounts
self assessment
corporation tax
payroll & bookkeeping
VAT
business start ups
forecasts & tax planning

richard hall house, bridgnorth road,
wombourne, west midlands wv5 0af
tel: 01384 233221
email: admin@gornalaccounting.co.uk
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f n RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Chocolate cake

PREPARATION

Make sure all your ingredients are at room temperature before

you start, take them out of the fridge a good hour before.

Grease and line with baking paper 4 x 7” round tins (I use
vegetable oil or lard as butter can sometimes burn in the oven)

(I'use solid bottom tins not loose bottom but that is a personal
preference as they create a more unified shape and there
are no lines where the base comes out.

METHOD

gives a glossy effect on the cake and intensifies the flavour).

Then simply add all the remaining ingredients and mix
together with a paddle or “K” beater with your mixer never
use whisks as this can over beat the cake making it tough
and dense.

Divide the mixture equally between the tins and bake in
the oven for approximately 25-40 minutes (depending on
your oven). The best test is the smell as it cooks — this will
change in time. Press the cake gently in the middle with
your finger and if it bounces back it is done — this normally
happens around the time the cake comes away from the

Karen Hayes, formerly of
Occasional Cakes, has very kindly
provided this month’s recipe.

INGREDIENTS for a 4-layer cake... simply
halve the ingredients if you require a smaller
cake — although never reduce the cooking time.

e 6009 golden caster sugar (much better for you
as the less refined version)

200g good quality butter
2 heaped teaspoons of baking powder

3509 self-raising flour (I personally do not
sieve because the flour is blended well in the
factories)

8 tablespoons of milk (full fat if possible )

6 free range eggs at room temperature

12 tablespoons of boiling water

100g cocoa powder (not drinking chocolate)

i edges of the tin. Alternatively, test the cake by inserting a

skewer diagonally in the cake and if it comes out clean then

itis cooke_;d. If any mixture _sticks to the skgwer simply leave
Set your oven to 150-160 fan or gas mark 4, 180 if no fan oven g:lzr%%ﬁm the oven checking every 4-5 mins so as not to

i ICING FOR INSIDE AND OUT

i | use a simple butter cream:

i 2509 butter (room temperature)

i 5009 icing sugar

i Blend together and add Nutella or similar style spread if you

Blend the cocoa powder with the water and allow to cool (this ; Want to add a chocolate flavour.

Fill each layer and sandwich together. You can add fruit in

: between the layers (such as strawberries) but remember this
i shortens the time you have to eat it as this can start mould

i growth. The remaining butter cream can be spread around

: the outside of the cake as this help to prevent the cake from
: drying out and gives added moisture. For decoration simply
i add your favourite chocolates or sugar flowers which you

i can make yourself from sugar paste (there are lots of videos
i on the internet as to how to make sugar bag roses without

i any tools or equipment).

i Now simply enjoy with friends... that's the best part....
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ON THE HOME FRONT

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

ovenb)t;

Local oven cleaning specialists
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs
Website - www.ovenblitzmidlands.co.uk

Give us a try - we do the job you love to hatel!

fsb®

Find us on

|k Vell.com |

Takes the stress out of
flat-pack furniture.

¢ Professional & reliable assembly
e Fair, transparent rates

* Free, no-obligation quotes

* Available 7 days a week

YOW BUY IT, I'LL MEK IT! )
) Dudley, West Midlands
Q© milizies100@gmail.com
@ Call John on 07717 171884

« NO FIX - NO FEE
« FULLY INSURED
« AFFORDABLE

+ COLLECTION / DELIVERY
AVAILABLE
\. REPAIRS
+ FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk

E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk

*Property Maln!!nance & Repairs

*plumbing
*Bathrooms & Kitchens

T: 07867 460 705

*Tiling
T o2,
*Garden Maintenance Y

07703 190098
OR
07751 669760

Free No Obligation Quote
OAP Discount

*High Pressure Cleaning
*Weldingand fabrication

Plus much, much, more
—————

No Job Too Small!
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Ashley

"/ Emerge
 Sockets & Lighting

= arsparkselectrical@
@ @arsparkselectrical @ @al

CLEAN & CARE 4U

cleancaresu@gmx.conk DOMESTIC CLEANING
CLEANS& CARE + Dusting/Vacuuming/Mopping

' « Kitchens & Bathrooms
. \ / ¥
4u

« Interior Glass & Mirrors
Find us on Facebook

CLEANING & CARE
» Changing Bedding/Laundry
» Meal Preparation/Doing Dishes
» Companionship
= Personal Care
cleanandcaresu « Medication Reminder

07598 299726

ON TAP PLUMBING

« DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
« PLUMBING MAINTENANCE
« REPAIRS

« INSTALLATIONS

A family run business

Efficient service with competitive prices
*=-We offer tyre repairs and maintenance
Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available All Brands available

Any Car

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 IIoufchérges apply

01902 896 166 — Hours 9am-5pm
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The Mary Stevens Hospice
—to open new shop in Gornal —

The Mary Stevens Hospice will open a brand-new shop in Gornal on Friday 14t
August. The new shop will stock a range of goods donated by the local community,
including high-quality clothing, footwear, books and collectibles, and all profits from
the shop will help to fund The Mary Stevens Hospice in Oldswinford, Stourbridge.

The opening brings the charity’s total number of shops up to 16, with other
locations including Stourbridge, Dudley, Kingswinford and Kinver.

Gail Phillips, Retail Area Manager for The Mary Stevens _ =\ ‘
Hospice, said: “We are delighted to be opening a shop in £

Gornal this summer. The shop represents an exciting
opportunity to strengthen our presence within the local
community while generating vital funds to support
hospice services.”

The new shop, which is located at 52 Louise Street,
Lower Gornal, DY3 2UB, will officially open at 10am
on Friday 14t August, and will then be open 9am-4pm,
Monday to Saturday.

The shop will also be taking on new volunteers. Anyone interested in volunteering
at the shop can ask in-store or call 01384 210 291.

The Mary Stevens Hospice provides palliative and end-of-life care, free of charge,
to people living with life-limiting illnesses and their loved ones throughout the
Dudley borough and beyond
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zero firy time

Dry Carpet, Uphoistery & Hard Floor Cleaners

zg%lﬁ!s‘f@mm‘m

¥ S

eepclean

| Specialists
~ Restoration & Recolouring

080048014918il
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Our prize this time is hopefully going to spur you all
on to catch up with some DIY. With that in mind we
are pleased to offer two lucky winners the chance
of each winning a £50 gift card for B&Q — this is
courtesy of one of our lovely advertisers who is very
kindly supporting us with this. Please note that only
one entry per person is allowed — multiple entries
will not be entered into the draw. Good luck to you all.

All you hag to do is search out the sga re below for the 16 words associated with
B&Q VOUCHERS on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the sga re (spelt forwards,
backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all — or it may be misspelt!
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us.
Alternatig ly send us an email at v llagewi ce@hotmail.co.uk
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the
closing date of Monday, 24™ August 2026. Good luck!

HIDDEN & RDS
DECOR
PRODUCTS
HOUSE
NAILS
GARDEN
VOUCHER
ART
BRUSHES
SHEDS

10. OUTDOORS
11. STORAGE
12. PAINTS

13. PLANTS

14. ORGANISE
15. SCREW

16. CLEANING

~
=
o
=
o
N

e e o

(0)
H
(0]
R
0
C
E
D
W
C

T A - O »n = ow

B
S
B
(0]
H
P
L
A
N
T
N

MO AO®® S =D
mZ >0 EnEZO®nA
> 2w O S HEP B O <
= > > R A E® RN
OHOROP 2 —~wnm
o ? e = Z -
»AFXEHEIZASO <O

=
=

MISSING WORD: NAME:
ADDRESS:
POSTCODE: TEL NO:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND TO: B&Q VOUCHERS COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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OR WHATEVER by John Sparry

‘A little tyke from Sheffield’

The fascinating story of how Enid, the future mother of Roy
Hattersley, left the marriage for which she was being prepared
by Roman Catholic priest, Frederick Hattersley, after he fell
deeply in love with her, and how they lived happily ‘ever
after’, is a real life account of a situation usually found inside
the covers of novels such as ‘The Thorn Birds’.

Roy Hattersley, MP, Member of the House of Lords, writer Roy Hattersley, my Leader of

and journalist—and indefatigable supporter of Sheffield the Labour Party and M.P. for
Wednesday, has died, aged 93. Birmingham Sparkbrook, seen visiting

the party conference in Brighton on
That tingling tale of the romance which led to Roy’s early October st 1991

entry into politics—his mother, Enid, became Lord Mayor of

Sheffield, and mentored the development of the Crucible Theatre, now centre for all things
snooker—were just some of the Hattersley discourse during, some years ago, his time on
stage at Stourbridge Town Hall delivering his contribution to the series of Celebrity
Lectures.

My own appreciation of Roy comes not only from some of his excellently written books
of essays and memoirs—try ‘A Yorkshire Boyhood’ and ‘Who Goes Home’ - but also that
we’re both too late for Christmas being born in different years, but on December 28th.
Holy Innocent’s Day! I might add!

I am indebted to my friend, Malcolm Pillar, for the article in The Guardian on Roy
Hattersley: apparently when in a department led by Barbara Castle, she called him ‘an
able, tough, unscrupulous little tyke’.

When he was on the Stourbridge stage, my question to him, having listened to his regular
appearances on Radio 4’s ‘News Quiz’ was why had Private Eye’s ex-editor, Richard
Ingrams, ceased contributing? (I always chuckled when the Private Eye man surprised
himself by announcing in headline form ‘INGRAMS KNOWS ANSWER, SHOCK!’

‘No worries’ said Roy ‘people give it a rest as they please’.

Those years ago it was an entertaining evening with Roy Sidney George Hattersley, ‘Politics
is a tough business!” and when first a Sheffield councillor ‘was younger than some of their
dustcarts’.

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath

Mobile: 07831 342209

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!)
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* LIVE K—POP SHOWS FEATURING ALL YOUR FAVOURITE HITS
* MEET EDDIE AND ELIZA AND JOIN IN THE FUN

* LEARN ABOUT LEMURS AND GONSERVATION EFFORTS

INCLUDED WITH YOUR ADMISSION TICKET”
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AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE

We are specialist small animal practices _@
dealing with all your pets’ veterinary
requirements. Friendly help and advice is :-remm LSAI?A.N:

just a phone call away.

v Consultations

i v Repeat prescription check ups
2 / Diabetic check ups

v Repeat prescriptions

v Vaccinations

v Neutering

v Dentistry

v Hip and Elbow scoring

v Pet travel

v Blood and urine testing

24 hour Emergency Service

RECOMMEND A FRIEND - available (please telephone
AND YOU BOTH RECEIVE £10 prior to visiting)

WOMBOURNE VETERINARY CENTRE GORNAL VETERINARY CENTRE
56 Rookery Road,Wombourne 01902 324551 6 Bank Road, Gornal 01384 212000
Monday-Friday 8.30 am -6.30 pm (By the Bus Station)
Saturday 9.00 am-4.00 pm Monday-Friday 8.30 am- 6.30 pm

BOTH CLINICS ARE IN A CENTRAL LOCATION SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

WHEN SAM COTTON HELD COURT

Without a doubt one of the best loved characters in Sedgley was Sam Cotton who
served as Chairman of Sedgley Urban District Council in the 1920s.

Born in Pensnett in 1872, Sam came from a family that moved around the area as licensees
of various public houses. Eventually they settled at ‘The Royal Hotel’ in Coseley and Sam
enjoyed a settled childhood—although he left school at the tender age of 12, working in
factories and shops until in 1893 he decided to concentrate on being an entertainer. Times
were hard, though, and to top up his income (he was earning about £100 a year as a stand-
up comic) he took a variety of jobs. He formed an amateur dramatic society in Coseley and
wrote a number of one-act plays which they performed.

During the First World War he worked as a pianist at a cinema in Tipton before returning to
work as an agent for the Liverpool Victoria Friendly Society. His strong vocalist views led
him into politics and he became involved in Sedgley Council. He also became Secretary of
the Sedgley Working Men’s Club and Chairman of Sedgley Pensioners’ Club. Despite all
this involvement in the community, Sam was most at home performing and well into his 90s
he would entertain at old peoples’ clubs.

He died in 1965 but even today if you mention his name in Sedgley there are those who
remember ‘Mr Sedgley” who always had a smile on his face.
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WINES: SOME ‘IRRESISTIBLE’ FAVOURITES
A review by Trevor Langley

There are some wine productions that can be classed as irresistible. For this quest I searched
for a range of wines and found a most acceptable list, that were indeed, labelled ‘Irresistible’.
Various types of wines satisfy numerous people, be it a dry white, off-dry production,
sweeter delectation or perhaps something sparkling.

EXPLORERS SAUVIGNON BLANC (12% vol), from Marlborough, New
Zealand, I found to be dominated, exceptionally well, with the fruity
flavours of gooseberries. This dry wine is extremely popular, satisfying
many white wine lovers, constantly.
VIOGNIER ST GABRIEL PAYS D’OC (13% vol) hails from France. This dry,
fully-flavoured wine production has the pale gold colours and excellent bouquet
enticing to the mouth’s pleasures. Floral and ripe stone fruits are most evident.
BACCHUS (12% vol), from Kent, England, is a further, very popular dry
white wine. I rated this production highly, having overtones of elderflowers
and goose-berries. Fresh, and again with an aromatic pleasure for the nasal
senses, this wine has countless devotees.
SOLO (12.5% vol). This dry Garnacha pink pleaser comes from Spain. The pale T
1

pink colour adds ‘interest’ to many dining tables. Old bush vines provide the red
fruits for this delectation.

EIGHT ACRES (11.5% vol), from Kent, England, is highly-rated by many P—N
dry, sparkling rosé, wine lovers. Ripe, juicy red fruits are very noticeable,
for the mouthfeel and the palate’s delight. Again, this elegant wine adds S
delicate colour to a lot of dining occasions.

PROSECCO (10.5% vol) is hugely popular around the world. Both the sparkling
white and sparkling rosy productions are regularly a feature at celebrations,
parties and events. Italy is one of the countries, renowned globally, for wine
productions of high-quality and their Prosecco wines are always in demand.

All of these wines can be very much enjoyed on their own, as well as
accompanying numerous foods, such as white meats, fish, seafoods, salads
and more, admirably.

I located these wines at a Co-op store, all in their ‘IRRESISTIBLE’ range. I
found the Co-op ranges of wines, including a good number of award winners,

to be most excellent. Knowledgeable advice is always available, in stores, if
required. Take time and pleasure, to find your favourites. Web: www.coop.co.uk

' q As always,

COMING UP IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION:
“Out & About: Lucarelli ”’

Enjoy!

" Trevor lwug&y
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GHE GHOSTG OF HIML-EY¥ SUSAMP

One of the local ghosts who has been seen most
frequently in recent years is that of Gideon Grove,
son of a farmworker from Trysull. He worked at
Holbeche House on the outskirts of Wall Heath
where his master was Stephen Lyttelton, one of
those accused of being involved in the planning

of the Gunpowder Plot to blow up the Houses of
Parliament. Once the Plot had been discovered
Lyttelton and a number of his co-conspirators
travelled to Holbeche House but were forced to flee
when the house was shaken by an explosion. In the
confusion Grove was taken as one of the plotters
rather than just a servant and was chased into
Himley Woods. As he careered through the
woodland he took a wrong turning leading into
Himley bog...and was never seen alive again. In fact
his body was recovered from the bog three weeks
later. Since then it is said that the ghost of Gideon
Grove has been seen—and heard—on many

occasions. BEACON NURSERIES

Just before the First World War, when the

railway line between Wombourne and & PLANT CENTRE
Pensett was being constructed, workers often
reported seeing a figure running through the \Welhaveloveri3/000]shrubs;
woods and then disappearing without trace. infstock]including:]

Frequently they said that at the same time

they could hear baying hounds. Two Magnolias, Azaleas,
accidents have been caused on the Himley Cordylines, Heucheras,
Road close to Himley Hall when cars have HOStCl‘, Ferns
swerved to miss a figure that seemed to run and many more
across the road and then vanish...and walkers

in the woods have reported hearing a man [Erom]£3795}

sobbing breathlessly within the woods,

although no-one was found. The most b
ERWEJALSO STOCKICOMBOST

persistent stories, though, concern sightings

of'a man in the grounds of Holbeche House = A \ Y
with over 20 reports of a figure seen fleeing P E:%““AN EO.A?"$EPFLF” %
from the oldest part of the house. LK { o o
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1. Backache 5. They are arranged alphabetically—

Eight, Five, Four, Nine, One, S , Six etc.
2. The values of letters are A=1, D=6, E=5, '€ Ve, Trout, ne, Lne, Seven, Six ete

G=3, H=9, L=4, O=7, P=0, M=8 and S=2 6. Ton

3. QUIVER—all the words have their first 7. Mother-in-law
and last letters consecutive in the alphabet.

8. Four score and ten

4. The answer is easy—but only if you are a
mathematical genius! Move the first 6 so
that the sum reads: MORE BRAINTEASERS WILL

BE COMING YOUR WAY IN OUR
2°-63=1 SEPTEMBER EDITIONS.

COMPETITION WINNERS

The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was either
MIDLANDS or THROUGH which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who
each receive a FAMILY PASS to THE WEST MIDLAND’S SAFARI PARK are:

JAMES BICKER of KINGSWINFORD and -
JESSICA MAY-BLACKHAM of WOLVERHAMPTON :

You can find this month’s competition on page 50. *

o

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed — multiple entries will be disqualified.
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

WIN Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,

TICKETS TO TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on
Monday, 24" August 2026 - GOOD LUCK!

Congratulations to TINA OHRI of
IN BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON who was the lucky winner of the
two tickets on offer in the JULY 2026 edition.
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SEDGLEY
TOWNSWOMEN'’S GUILD

* A chance to make new friends

* Speaker or entertainment event
3rd Manday of the month 7.15pm
Sedgley Community Cantre,
Ladies Walk DY3 3UA

Monday 17" August:
from Halfpenny Green Vineyard:
‘From Vine to Bottle'

Helen Farguh

* Pius lots of enjoyable activity groups to join:
craft group (every 2pm Sedgley C: ity Centre)
TG Singers cheir {mest Mondays 7pm Sedgley Communily Centre)
walking & strolling groups
lunch & supper clubs
book club
theatre trips
film club
Orange Cales
Open Gardens - visits to member's gardens June to August.

* Join in with local, national and i
help others

ional projects and igns to

* Day trips & enjoyable outings
* One-off special events
+ Monthiy ilable for all

Visitors and new members always welcome.

For more information, please contact Karen
07473885197 or karenm_moore@sky.com
www.facebook.com/SedgleyEVETG

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL
BE IN THE SEPTEMBER 2026
EDITION AND THE COPY
DEADLINE IS
Thursday, 20th August 2026.
Don’t forget that insertions are free if
you run a Group or Association that
is non-profit making.

Please send your details via email
to Gail at
villagevoice @hotmail.co.uk

SEDGLEY &
DISTRICT
COMMUNITY

ASSOCIATION

31st Annual Gardening Club’s

Flower and Vegetable Show
to be held on

Saturday, 15th August 2026
in the
Sedgley Community Centre,
Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA

Judging:
Flower Arrangements—Cynthia Simpson
Vegetables—John Spires
Crafts—Kath Jackson

Judging from 10.00am-12.00 noon
Open to the public from 12.30pm

ADMISSION £1.00 PER PERSON
(under 16s and Members of the Gardening Club
are admitted free of charge).

Exhibits received 5.00pm-6.45pm on
Friday, 14th August and 8.00am-9.30am on
Saturday, 15th August.

Auction of produce at the end of the show.

For further information please contact
Diane Beardsmore, Chair, on
07913 660250
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Victory Painting Group invite you to come along and enjoy refreshments
including delicious Home Made Cakes on Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th
of August 2026 from 11.00am to 4.30pm at the 19th Annual Exhibition
of their Creative Artwork. Entrance is free. The Venue is at the ‘Lydiate
Room’ Brick Kiln Way DY3 4BB which lies off the A463, Wombourne
to Sedgley Rd. The room offers views of the children’s play area and
miniature railway of neighbouring Baggeridge Country Park. A large
car park is available nearby the location and limited disabled parking is
available immediately outside the Room itself. A lift and stairs provide
access to the first floor exhibition. Children and well behaved dogs are

- welcome. On arrival you will receive a free brochure of the works of art
o exhibited, all of which are created by our 30 members, some of whom
will be on hand should you wish to meet them.

The exhibits are of varying mediums, subject matter and
size, and are attractively displayed in a spacious room where
you can sit and socialise whilst having a cuppa. The ready

~ to hang paintings are reasonably priced, so too the selection
of Greetings cards depicting the artists” work. Cash or card
is accepted should you be tempted to buy.

Victory Painting Group meet weekly to enjoy a day of
painting and socialising. Throughout the year professional
artists visit and provide demonstrations, some open to the
public for a small fee. Often their painting is donated for
prizes toward the raffle held on both days of the exhibition.
Details of demonstrations and members’ art may be found
- on our website and Facebook page.

| | Website:- The Victory Painting Group - Home :
Facebook:- Victory Painting
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TIPTON TOWN LIBRARIES LOCAL HISTORY
s SOCIETY are pleased to announce a special event and the launch
=4 of its new calendar Where’s Willy 2 the further adventures of the

| knitted Tipton Slasher. Knitted William has been out and about the
region to popular and some lesser known attractions and proceeds
= from the calendar will go to host further history events and projects
including a commemoration of the victims of the Tipton 1916
" Zeppelin raids to be held in January 2027.

& The event and launch will take place at the Dudley Archives on
& Saturday, 5th September from 10.00am-12.30pm and features a
talk by popular historian Keith Hodgkins on the Slasher’s Tipton
and a showing of some local history films. Knitted William will
be in attendance and loves to have his photo taken. This year’s calendar sponsored by
Holden’s Brewery and A&A Walters Funerals will be on sale at the event and inside one
of the calendars there will be a golden ticket featuring special prizes from local businesses.
Anyone buying a calendar on the day will receive a special limited edition gift which is
only available on the day. Admission is free but there are limited spaces so please book
early through eventbrite.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tales-of-slasher-and-calendar-launch-tickets-1993496491670?

utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-
term=listing&utm-source=wsa&aff=ebdsshwebmobile

SEDGLEY ACTIVE RETIREMENT GROUP

meet every Thursday morning at Sedgley Community Centre, Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA
from 10.00am-12.00 noon (term time only).

SEPTEMBER
3rd—Industrial Revolution in the Black Country by speaker John Homer
10th—Postman’s Knock by speaker Alan Godfrey
17th—The Story Teller by speaker Gavin Young
24th—China, Land of Pandas and Dragons by speaker Ray

New Members are always welcome and the first two sessi
information, please co
Stuart Lawley on
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Sﬂfw day 14th Novembcr 2026
11am to 3pm *

L ak

: Queens C T0SS Network
Wellington Road, Dudley, DY1 1RB ¢ L

FREE ENTRY| »

"oX €«
?'“‘ . Inaid of # .-*"‘,.;

’%  Dudley Deaf Children’s Society J ’?5“ *

* 4 Stalls include — i‘ .;5 . 5
® Art, Christmas crafts, calds pens,
* toys, crochet crafts, mini bakes, 1
|wmllety pmonahqed a'/.,‘ \

ntact dud leydeafchi Idrenssociety@yahoo.c |
# . or +447707404014 for more information|

It’s Write Here is a writing group who
meet at Coseley Library, Castle Street,
Coseley WV 14 9DW on the 4th
Thursday of every month at
11.00am-1.00pm.

Pens, paper and complimentary tea and
coffee (courtesy of the Library) are
provided.

If you are interested in creative writing,
expression or discussion of books,
individual and collaborative works and
ideas then we would love to have you
join our group.

For further information please telephone
the Library on 01384 812775
or email them at
coseley.library@gll.org

' KNIT & NATTER
¥110.30am on 2nd Saturday of month

[~ ALL WELCOME

St Chad’s Church Hall
Oak Street, Coseley WV14 9TA
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Provides the ideal opportunity
for local businesses to advertise
their goods and services at a
very reasonable cost.

There are three separate ed
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® Ovenblitz Midlands
© Wombourne Tyres
® AR Sparks Electrical
® Healing Hands Homecare
® A.L.F. Handyman

® On Tap Plumbing &
Maintenance

® WV5 Power Tool Repairs
® Flat Pack Mon

To Advertise in Village Voice call Gail on 01384 866688 or 0781 790 4477

It’s cheaper than you thought - Prices start at just £10 (+VAT) per month!
CALL TODAY!
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

MAMMOTH

MATTRESS

EXTBAVAGZA

HUNDREDS OF MATTRESSES
FULL RANGE OF SIZES
WE DELIVER FREE OF CHARGE

WE EVEN TAKE AWAY YOUR
OLD MATTRESS FREE OF

CHARGE

ODD BEDS & MATTRESSES TO
CLEAR FROM JUST £69

CALL IWAY T0 SEE OUR RANGE

BUT HURRY - IT WON'T LAST FOREVER!

COME AND SEE OUR SHOWROOM FILLED WITH HUNDREDS
OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, THREE PIECE SUITES, CHAIRS,
CARPETS, DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Eﬁeramvcvg '}'g 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 s =N

IF YOU CAN'T GET TO US WE CAN COME TO YOU
www.dreamworld.furniture
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THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your Up to
Perfect Fit | 50% less

than a new fitted kitchen

W WV’ by simply replacing

the doors and worktops

%~ DREAMDOORS' &

= NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

DREAM DOORS .

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

01384 956119 1 01562 541208
dreamdoors.co.uk | dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk | 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NA






