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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD 
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION 
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

IN THIS ISSUE
4 Win 2 x tickets to the fabulous Robin 
 Club in Bilston.
6 Brainteasers
10,24,54,61 It’s A Fact!
12 Our ‘Recipe of the Month’ this time comes from Karen Hayes  
 with her delicious recipe for chocolate cake.
16 We started this feature last month and have had so many   
 emails – he has quite a fan base! Here is the next instalment 
 of Chester (The Diva)
20 For our Wordsearch competition this month, we were   
 asked if we might repeat the 2 x £50 B&Q vouchers. We 
 have a very kind advertiser and reader of Village Voice 
 who was more than happy to oblige.
36-37 A useful article from TaxAssist on Making Tax Digital
52 Brainteasers Answers and Competition Winners
58-59 The Parish Pump: Keep up to date with what is going on in   
 your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is 
MONDAY, 24TH AUGUST 2026. Entries received after this date 
will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

Undoubtably, the RNLI is one of the most active 
services in the country and this is our way of 
reminding readers that, whilst we may be a long way 
from the sea, when we go away on holiday we may still require 
their services. This year the RNLI is celebrating 25 years of lifeguard
services and what started as a trial on the south coast of England 
in 2001 has over the years expanded to over 245 beaches around 
the UK and Channel Islands. In the words of the RNLI “It doesn’t 
matter who you are, or how you get into trouble, if you need help at 
sea, RNLI lifeguards and lifeboat volunteers will be there for you”.
We hope that you enjoy reading this highly informative article.

Gail   

Cover story
VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS
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DON’T MISS OUT ON 
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies 
of this edition of Village Voice

are delivered throughout 
Kingswinford, Wall Heath 

and Wordsley. 
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area. 
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline 

for the SEPTEMBER 2026
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is 

THURSDAY, 20TH AUGUST 2026.
 Please book your space early to 

avoid disappointment.

DO YOU RUN A 
NON PROFIT MAKING 

CLUB OR SOCIETY? 
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 

USE�U� �E�E����E�U��E�S

��� �� 112
101

111
01��� ��6111

0�71 222
0�71 7�1 �1�1
0
0�71 200 22��

0�00 11 11
116112
0
01��� 2�1�11

0�00 7�� ����

0�00 � � � 10 11
0�00 2� �� �2
0�00 �2� 1111
07

0�00 ��� 2���
01��� �1 27 �0
01��� �1 27 6�

E�E��E���
���������� ���� �� ������
��� E���������������

�E����
��S
�������� ���� � � E ����

����E�
�����������������
�������� E������ �������
�������� ���� ����
������������� ��������

���� �����

���������
S���������
S��� S������ ��������
������ S������

U�I�I�IES
S����� ���������� �S������
S���� S����������

�E�����������
����� �����

E���������� ����� ����
��� �����

��U��I� SE��I�ES
������ ���
��������� � ������������

� ��������

�1� 602 ��6

0072

���7�� ���0

�
�00 12� 10��

01��� ��2�2����������� ���������
AGE UK ADVICE CENTRE           0800 678 1602

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 1

1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Monday, 24th August 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to TINA OHRI of 
WOLVERHAMPTON who was the lucky winner of the 

two tickets on offer in the JULY 2026 edition.
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community-run business”
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Win £20,000 CASH when you 
replace your glass!
We’re celebrating 20 years of 
excellence – and you could win 
£20,000 in our Anniversary 
competition! To enter, simply spend 
£500 or more with us between now 
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear, 
a trusted family-run business, has 
been the UK’s leading domestic glass 
replacement specialists, serving as 
your One-Stop Shop for all your 
glazing requirements – and now we’re 
marking this milestone with an exciting 
competition where one lucky customer 
will win £20,000! We take pride in 
generating our own leads, crafting 
tailored quotes, and manufacturing 
our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors—our team 
consists entirely of skilled, in-house 
professionals, guaranteeing consistent 
quality and reliability. Every glass unit 
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting 
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame 
replacements that lead to unnecessary 
redecoration expenses? By replacing 

only the failed glass unit, we save you 
money and minimise disruption – 
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000 
prize draw while upgrading your home. 
Join over 344,000 satisfied customers 
who trust our ethical, affordable service. 
Failed double glazing can compromise 
your home’s protection and energy 
efficiency, so check your windows 
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been 
committed to saving customers money 
while supporting local communities. 
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our 
focus is on replacing just the glass, not 
the entire window, which reduces costs 
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop, 
we manage everything—from lead 
generation to crafting premium glass 
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated 
after-sales support—making us the 
smart, cost-effective choice in any 
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to 
enter the competition), 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T’s&C’s apply. 
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more 
information)

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

DARTS, POOL TABLE 
& OTHER PUB GAMES

10P BACK FOR 
EVERY £1 SPENT 

LOYALTY 
CARD

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

LIVE SPORT

EVERY WEEK

LIVE  MUSIC&
ENTERTAINMENT

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06

This month we have pulled together a real mixed bag of brainteasers—see how you fare.  1. What is this cryptic word:
 E H C A 

2. Replace the letters in this simple sum with the
numbers from 0-9 to complete the correct answer:

 HORSE 

 SADDLE 

 = GALLOP 

3. ABSORB   DIVIDE   GLITCH
 MARGIN   RECESS 

Which of the following words belong in the list 
above... and why? 
     QUIVER   SHAKEN   SHIVER   TINGLE 

4.                        62 - 63 = 1 
Move just one digit to make this sum correct 

5. 8 5 4 9 1 7 6 10 3 2
What is special about the sequence of numbers?

6. Forwards I’m heavy but backwards I’m not.
What word am I?

7. Just say what you see:
 LM0TAHERW 

8.  SCORE 
 SCORE 
 SCORE 
 SCORE 

Answers, if needed, are on Page 52. 
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Your Local Specialists in
Stairlifts & Mobility 
Bathrooms!

Stairlifts
Safe, reliable and tailored to your 

home. Perfect for added safety 
and comfort.

Mobility Bathrooms
Wet rooms, bath to 

shower conversions, 
walk in baths.

01384 912314
www.chapterlivingsolutions.co.uk

Serving Kingswinford 
and Surrounding Areas.

MOVING HOME?
ARE YOU

Thursfields’ experienced Residential
Property teamwill guide you through the
conveyancing process.

Whether you’re buying or selling a property, our specialist
team is committed to making the conveyancing process
as straightforward as possible.

With our guidance, you can focus on the practical side of
your move, secure in the knowledge that you have our
expertise to draw upon at any point and your best
interests are being taken care of. We give clear, practical
advice that cuts through the legal jargon and clarifies
the steps towards completion.

0345 207 3728

KDodd@thursfields.co.uk

www.thursfields.co.uk

MOVING HOME?
ARE YOU

Thursfields’ experienced Residential
Property teamwill guide you through the
conveyancing process.

Whether you’re buying or selling a property, our specialist
team is committed to making the conveyancing process
as straightforward as possible.

With our guidance, you can focus on the practical side of
your move, secure in the knowledge that you have our
expertise to draw upon at any point and your best
interests are being taken care of. We give clear, practical
advice that cuts through the legal jargon and clarifies
the steps towards completion.

0345 207 3728

KDodd@thursfields.co.uk

www.thursfields.co.uk

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in
Kingswinford ,Wall
Heath,Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

01384 847 002

OAP
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee
on labour!

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

01384 847 002

We work in
Kingswinford ,Wall
Heath,Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

COMPETITIVE RATES

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

OAP
Discount

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Guarantee
on labour!
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Merry Hill Opening hours
M onday –  S aturday 9 am- 6pm  |  S unday 10 .3 0 am- 4 .3 0 pm

Merry Hill:  P edmore R oad, 
B rierley H ill, D Y 5 1T P   

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis:  1 M arlow S treet, 
R owley R egis B 65 0A Y  

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   | � �F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   | � � E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
N ow Op en

52- 54 Ox f ord St reet , K iddim inst er  
DY10 1AR

Caroline G roup  
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1439

Ab igail 
3+ 2  £1449 

3+ 1+ 1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+ 2  £2499

3+ 1+ 1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249. 99

Monz a G roup  
3+ 2  £1299

 3+ 1+ 1  £1599

Oliv ia 
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1399

Indigo G roup   
3 +  2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1299

K ent  G roup  
3+ 2 £1249

3+ 1+ 1  £1449

N ewb ury G roup  
3+ 2  £1399 

3+ 1+ 1  £1649

Jodie G roup  
3+ 2  £1499 

3+ 1+ 1  £1849

N icole G roup
3+ 2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1369

Sally Leat h er 
elect ric recliner av ailab le in grey,  

ch arcoal and b rown

3+ 2  £1999 
3+ 1+ 1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Op ening h ours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Amy  
3 + 2   £1,499

3 + 1+ 1  £1,699

Stratus  
3 + 2   £1,199

3 + 1+ 1  £1,499

Emily  
3 + 2   £1,499

3 + 1+ 1  £1,699

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
F REE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/ MT

 GET AN 
EXTRA 

10% OFF
INSTORE

WITH THIS 
VOUCHER 
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Merry Hill Opening hours
M onday –  S aturday 9 am- 6pm  |  S unday 10 .3 0 am- 4 .3 0 pm

Merry Hill:  P edmore R oad, 
B rierley H ill, D Y 5 1T P   

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis:  1 M arlow S treet, 
R owley R egis B 65 0A Y  

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   | � �F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   | � � E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
N ow Op en

52- 54 Ox f ord St reet , K iddim inst er  
DY10 1AR

Caroline G roup  
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1439

Ab igail 
3+ 2  £1449 

3+ 1+ 1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+ 2  £2499

3+ 1+ 1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249. 99

Monz a G roup  
3+ 2  £1299

 3+ 1+ 1  £1599

Oliv ia 
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1399

Indigo G roup   
3 +  2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1299

K ent  G roup  
3+ 2 £1249

3+ 1+ 1  £1449

N ewb ury G roup  
3+ 2  £1399 

3+ 1+ 1  £1649

Jodie G roup  
3+ 2  £1499 

3+ 1+ 1  £1849

N icole G roup
3+ 2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1369

Sally Leat h er 
elect ric recliner av ailab le in grey,  

ch arcoal and b rown

3+ 2  £1999 
3+ 1+ 1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Op ening h ours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Amy  
3 + 2   £1,499

3 + 1+ 1  £1,699

Stratus  
3 + 2   £1,199

3 + 1+ 1  £1,499

Emily  
3 + 2   £1,499

3 + 1+ 1  £1,699

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
F REE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/ MT

 GET AN 
EXTRA 

10% OFF
INSTORE

WITH THIS 
VOUCHER 
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Cllr Phil Atkins
Tel: 07929 662888
Email: cllr.phil.atkins@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Ed Lawrence
Tel: 01384 818007
Email: cllr.ed.lawrence@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Webb
Tel: 07801 802227
Email: cllr.mark.webb@dudley.gov.uk

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TEAM BELOW 

If you need to report an issue to Dudley Council, the quickest and most effective way is usually 
through the council’s online reporting portal or by calling the customer services team directly on 
0300 555 2345.

Of course, as your local councillors, we are always here to help. If you are struggling to get a 
response, need support with an ongoing issue, or simply are not sure where to start, please do 
not hesitate to contact us and we will do our very best to assist.

LW
·V

 D
 ID

F
W�

 

 When the MEB—Midlands Electricity Board—was formed in 1948 it  
included an existing company known as the Midlands Electric Corporation  
for Power Distribution Ltd.  As well as carrying on the business of generating 
and distributing electricity, the company had very wide objects including 
“WKH EXVLQHVV RI LURQ� EUDVV� PHWDO DQG RWKHU IRXQGHUV DQG ILWWHUV� PHFKDQLFDO  
HQJLQHHUV� PHWDO ZRUNHUV� FROOLHU\ RZQHUV� VKLSRZQHUV� VKLS EXLOGHUV DQG  
WUDPZD\ RZQHUV”.  As far as we are aware, however, they never got around  
to actually building any ships. 

In February 1914 a very grand wedding took place at St 
Mary’s Church in Kingswinford.  The bride was Olga 
Pietersen, the only daughter of Dr and Mrs Pietersen and 
the groom was James Mathews, the only son of Mr and 
Mrs Randle Mathews.  Dr Pietersen was the owner of 
Ashwood House in Kingswinford which was run as a 
private asylum for those suffering from mental illness whilst  the Matthews’�lived at 
Stourton Court near Stourbridge.  Randle Mathews ran W.J. Turney & Co who  
made high quality leather.  In addition he was a local magistrate, Chairman of the 
Management Committee of the Stourbridge Dispensary, Vice Chairman of the  
Governors of Stourbridge Grammar School, Governor of Kinver Grammar School, 
President of Stourbridge Amateur Operatic Society, a Town Councillor and Mayor  
of Stourbridge on two occasions.  The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. 
Arthur Streeton, a member of the clergy attached to St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 
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A�ernoon tea
Speciality!

We serve 
Breakfast 

and 
light 

lunches

Daily 
fresh cakes with 

gluten free and vegan 
options available on 

our menu. 

Free parking on 
�e Crown Pub 
opposite

xxxxxx

COMPETITIVE RATES

Nationwide Coverage • Local Engineers • Trusted Across the UK

We work in theWe work in the

Walsall, Wolverhampton,Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry

Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry
and all surrounding areas.all surrounding areas.and all surrounding areas.

West MidlandsWest Midlands

01384 847451

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed
Highly Experienced

OAP
Discount
Speak to
us today!

OAP
Discount

1-2 Hour
Response

time!

12 Month
guarantee
on labour!

12 Month
guarantee
on labour!

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

Subject to
engineer

availability

Same-Day
Emergency

Response

OUR SERVICES
Full / Part Rewires
Sockets & Lighting

Showers Installed

Fully Qualified Electrician

Fuse Board Changes

Inspection & Testing

Landlord safety Certs.
EICR

Rightio
Electricians
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Chocolate cake
Karen Hayes, formerly of 
Occasional Cakes, has very kindly 
provided this month’s recipe.

INGREDIENTS for a 4-layer cake... simply 
halve the ingredients if you require a smaller 
cake – although never reduce the cooking time.
● 600g golden caster sugar (much better for you 

as the less re�ned version)
● 200g good quality butter
● 2 heaped teaspoons of baking powder
● 350g self-raising �our (I personally do not 

sieve because the �our is blended well in the 
factories)

● 8 tablespoons of milk (full fat if possible )
● 6 free range eggs at room temperature
● 12 tablespoons of boiling water
● 100g cocoa powder (not drinking chocolate)

PREPARATION
Make sure all your ingredients are at room temperature before 
you start, take them out of the fridge a good hour before.
Set your oven to 150-160 fan or gas mark 4, 180 if no fan oven
Grease and line with baking paper 4 x 7” round tins (I use 
vegetable oil or lard as butter can sometimes burn in the oven)
(I use solid bottom tins not loose bottom but that is a personal 
preference as they create a more unified shape and there 
are no lines where the base comes out.

METHOD
Blend the cocoa powder with the water and allow to cool (this 
gives a glossy effect on the cake and intensifies the flavour).
Then simply add all the remaining ingredients and mix 
together with a paddle or “K” beater with your mixer never 
use whisks as this can over beat the cake making it tough 
and dense.
Divide the mixture equally between the tins and bake in 
the oven for approximately 25-40 minutes (depending on 
your oven). The best test is the smell as it cooks – this will 
change in time. Press the cake gently in the middle with 
your finger and if it bounces back it is done – this normally 
happens around the time the cake comes away from the 

2 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

edges of the tin. Alternatively, test the cake by inserting a 
skewer diagonally in the cake and if it comes out clean then 
it is cooked. If any mixture sticks to the skewer simply leave 
the cake in the oven checking every 4-5 mins so as not to 
overcook.

ICING FOR INSIDE AND OUT
I use a simple butter cream:
● 250g butter (room temperature)
● 500g icing sugar 
Blend together and add Nutella or similar style spread if you 
want to add a chocolate flavour. 
Fill each layer and sandwich together. You can add fruit in 
between the layers (such as strawberries) but remember this 
shortens the time you have to eat it as this can start mould 
growth. The remaining butter cream can be spread around 
the outside of the cake as this help to prevent the cake from 
drying out and gives added moisture. For decoration simply 
add your favourite chocolates or sugar flowers which you 
can make yourself from sugar paste (there are lots of videos 
on the internet as to how to make sugar bag roses without 
any tools or equipment). 
Now simply enjoy with friends… that’s the best part….
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factories)

● 8 tablespoons of milk (full fat if possible )
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● 100g cocoa powder (not drinking chocolate)
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Make sure all your ingredients are at room temperature before 
you start, take them out of the fridge a good hour before.
Set your oven to 150-160 fan or gas mark 4, 180 if no fan oven
Grease and line with baking paper 4 x 7” round tins (I use 
vegetable oil or lard as butter can sometimes burn in the oven)
(I use solid bottom tins not loose bottom but that is a personal 
preference as they create a more unified shape and there 
are no lines where the base comes out.
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Blend the cocoa powder with the water and allow to cool (this 
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happens around the time the cake comes away from the 
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edges of the tin. Alternatively, test the cake by inserting a 
skewer diagonally in the cake and if it comes out clean then 
it is cooked. If any mixture sticks to the skewer simply leave 
the cake in the oven checking every 4-5 mins so as not to 
overcook.

ICING FOR INSIDE AND OUT
I use a simple butter cream:
● 250g butter (room temperature)
● 500g icing sugar 
Blend together and add Nutella or similar style spread if you 
want to add a chocolate flavour. 
Fill each layer and sandwich together. You can add fruit in 
between the layers (such as strawberries) but remember this 
shortens the time you have to eat it as this can start mould 
growth. The remaining butter cream can be spread around 
the outside of the cake as this help to prevent the cake from 
drying out and gives added moisture. For decoration simply 
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Trusted Legal Expertise Since 1867

Making your property move as straightforward and
stress-free as possible.

Moving Home
With Confidence

Speak To Our Kingswinford Team Today

01384 888 771 | lawyers@nbbwaldrons.co.uk
nbbwaldrons.co.uk

Birmingham | Cheltenham | Dudley | Kingswinford | London | Merry Hill | Walsall | Worcester

NBB Waldrons is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No. 564439).

Office Locations
ll | Walsall | Worcestererry Hii

4439).

Trusted Legal Expertise Since 1867

Makin
stress

Mo
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Birmingham | Cheltenham | Dudley | Kingswinford | London | Mee

NBB Waldrons is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No. 5644
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interiors

FITTED KITCHENS, 
WARDROBES & 
STORAGE SOLUTIONS
Master craftsmen carpentry 
with full design & planning service
KITCHENS Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen 
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors 
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

WARDROBES Bespoke fitted wardrobes for 
bedrooms, dressing rooms and unique spaces

STORAGE SOLUTIONS Bespoke media units 
& bookcases, bespoke fitted home office & studies, 
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

Contact Andy for a free quotation
MOBILE: 07930 643723   EMAIL: contact@shawfitinteriors.com

shawfitinteriors.com
Take a look at our social media for examples of our work. 

Search ‘Shawfit Interiors’.

In the Oxford Dictionary of Place Names it 
is suggested that the derivation of Wordsley 
is Wuluardesley, a 12th century Old English 
word meaning a woodland clearing owned 
by a man called Wulfweard.
In 1847 the schools in Kingswinford were 
inspected...and found to be somewhat 
lacking.  Although their inspector, Rev. 
Muirhead Mitchell, said that the school 
buildings were adequate he did say that of 
113 pupils examined only 5% were capable 
of simple arithmetic and none could write.
The first turnpikes on roads in the Black 
Country were established by the Turnpike 
Act of 1727.

By 1830 mail from London was taking just 
18 hours to reach Kingswinford. The mail 
coach from London to Birmingham took 
14 hours to reach the Swan Hotel in 
Birmingham. It arrived at 7:30am and all 
post for Kingswinford was then transfered 
to the Birmingham-Kidderminster coach 
which stopped at Dudley and Stourbridge. 
The mail could then be collected from 
Dudley or taken to Stourbridge where it 
could be put on the Worcester to 
Wolverhampton coach which stopped 
briefly at Kingswinford.
During the Second World War giant 
searchlights were installed at key points 
across the Black Country including 
Pensnett. It was planned that in the event 
of enemy aircraft flying-over the area at 
night then the searchlights would be used 
to illuminate them.
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37 LAPWOOD AVENUE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 8RP 01384 70048
www.blazehairkingswinford.co.uk

BLAZEHAIR

FREE 

PARKING

Beauty Works Hair Extensions
Longer, thicker or fuller hair starts here.

We offer Beauty Works extensions in Nano Rings, 
Tapes and Micro Ring Wefts, with a technique 

to suit every hair type.
Book your FREE consultation with Faye or Nicole today.

Back to Sch� l at  Blaze Hair
Children’s Haircuts – Just £10

Get school-ready with a fresh cut!
Haircuts with Nicole for children aged 
12 & under – only £10 – available until 

the start of the September term.
      Contact our front desk to book.

OUR SERVICE

BOOK NOW
01384 259555
www.summitgarage.co.uk
413-415 Himley Rd, DY3 2RA

Summit
Garage
OUR USED CARS
Over 40 cars in stock
Minimum 15 Months
Warranty on every car
New 12 Month MOT
Finance available
Px’s Welcome

Service and MOT’s
Brakes & Supension
Official MG Warranty
& Service Centre

1945-2025

VV Kingswinford AUGUST.indd   15 27/07/2026   18:36



16 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers

What is a Dog to do?  We have had a message come 
through from Chester’s owner to let us know that he 
is apparently enjoying life in the sun!   He has spent 

the last month trying to avoid contact with  
over-zealous fans and being the Diva that he is he 
thought it best to head to the seaside—and doesn’t  

he look the part!  His owner has confirmed that there 
have been a few instances whereby people have  

recognised him although why wouldn’t they!   He 
has apparently handled himself very well and has 

remained pleasant and courteous—apart from,  
that is, a growling session with a feisty  

Spaniel who only wanted to get close to his rubber 
ring!  As things apparently have got a little tricky for 
our Diva, he has decided to pack up and move on to 

pasture’s new.  Watch this space to find out what 
disguise the Diva comes up with next! 

THE MANY ADVENTURES OF  
CHESTER (THE DIVA)! 

VV Kingswinford AUGUST.indd   16 27/07/2026   18:36



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 17

BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

● New Grave Stones ●  Pet Memorials
● Garden Memorials ● Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone:  01384 985923
Mobile:   07956 872130

Website: www.bates-memorials.com
Green Powered Enterprise

100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Lower Gornal, 

Dudley DY3 2DZ
Tel: 01384 985923  Mobile: 07956 872130 

Call for a Free Survey

SAM BATESSAM BATESSAM BATES
Granite QuartzGranite QuartzGranite Quartz

Bespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke Worktops
Clean, dry, secure space

Shelved and carpeted
Ideal for documents that must be legally 

retained for seven years or more 
£50 per month

Contact Sam 07956 872130
Unit 4, Holloway St West, Gornal

DOCUMENT STORAGE

GARDEN MEMORIALS
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience ●

��No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

;;Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount;;

● Tree Work ●  Paths ●  Fencing ● Turf ● Artificial Grass ●  Driveways ●  Block 
paving ● Tarmac ● Ground works ● Drainage ● Gates and gateways ● Patios

●� �Tree Work
●� �Paths
●� �Fencing
●� �Turf
●� �Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●��Driveways
●��Block paving

●��Tarmac
●��Ground 

works
●��Drainage

●��Gates and 
gateways

●�Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

;;Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount;;

Specialists

●��Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

++ +

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY
GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT

GUARANteedG U A R A N T E E
D

PR
EM

IUM PRODUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM

£39
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ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

++ +

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY
GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT

GUARANteedG U A R A N T E E
D

PR
EM

IUM PRODUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM

£39

VV Kingswinford AUGUST.indd   19 27/07/2026   18:36



20 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Our prize this time is hopefully going to spur you all  
on to catch up with some DIY. With that in mind we 

are pleased to offer two lucky winners the chance  
of each winning a £50 gift card for B&Q – this is  

courtesy of one of our lovely advertisers who is very 
kindly supporting us with this. Please note that only  
one entry per person is allowed – multiple entries  

will not be entered into the draw. Good luck to you all.

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
B&Q VOUCHERS on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 

Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Monday, 24th August 2026. Good luck!

B O S T C U D O R P Z
S H E D S G V Z E I G
B O U T D O O R S N V
O R S T N I A P I A O
H O U S E I A S N I U
P C C B S E E A L C
L E T C W H D T G S H
A D R E S R O R R L E
N W R U A R B A O S R
T C R G N I N A E L C
S B R E E G A R O T S

WIN 
A £50.00 

‘B&Q’ 
GIFT CARD

HIDDEN WORDS
1. DECOR
2. PRODUCTS
3. HOUSE
4. NAILS
5. GARDEN
6. VOUCHER
7. ART
8. BRUSHES
9. SHEDS
10. OUTDOORS
11. STORAGE
12. PAINTS
13. PLANTS
14. ORGANISE
15. SCREWS
16. CLEANING

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: B&Q VOUCHERS COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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A ROOFING COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

07973 116 365 – 07739 564 133

Monday
Madness!
CURRIES
plusRice *DELIVERYCHARGESAND

TERMS&CONDITIONSAPPLY.

foronly
£15*

TAKE-AWAYONLY

2
TELEPHONE

01284 719116

108 RISBYGATE STREET • BURY ST EDMUNDS • IP33 3AA

VISIT OURWEBSITE
www.orissabse.co.uk

ALL
 ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 

UNDERTAKEN 

FROM COMPLETE 

NEW ROOFS 
TO SMALL 
REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS 
FELT FLAT ROOFING – FIBREGLASS ROOFING – ROOF REPAIRS

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS 
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

Ashley Reade – Electrician
Emergency & Domestic Electrician 

Sockets & Lighting      Fuse Board Upgrades
Fault Finding & Repairs Mains-Interlinked Smoke Alarms

07736 515021
arsparkselectrical@gmail.com

@arsparkselectrical         @arsparkselectrical

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition

available now

Still only 
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order
discounts available

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this
resource once every

four years is an
effective use of any

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:00WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

768840

• NO FIX – NO FEE

• FULLY INSURED

• AFFORDABLE

• COLLECTION / DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

• FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk     
  E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk          T: 07867 460 705

• NO FIX – NO FEE

• FULLY INSURED

• AFFORDABLE

• COLLECTION / DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

• FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk     
  E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk          T: 07867 460 705

Step Ahead
Margaret Cox
Foot Health Practitioner 

DipCFHP, DipCTec, MPSPract

Professional foot care in the comfort 
of your own home

Member of the Alliance Register of Foot Health Practitioners

Call 07752 570538 to arrange an appointment

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●
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Tranquil Lives
Let Tranquil Lives help you achieve the better version of you.

� Hypnotherapy � Hypno slim � Stop Smoking � Hypno Gastric Band  
� Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome � Self Hypnosis � Anxiety and Fears 

� Neuro Linguistic Programming � Reiki Healing � Panic Attacks 
� Animal Reiki � Indian Head Massage � Phobias � Obsessions � Stress

How can Tranquil Lives help you?
Carol at Tranquil Lives specialises in Stress Disorders, Panic Attacks, 
Phobias and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and is also an expert in 
Weight Loss to include Hypno-Gastric Band and Smoking Cessation.

SO COME ON!
IT’S THE WAY FORWARD TO MAKE THIS 

THE BEST TIME OF YOUR LIFE!
Give up smoking, lose weight 
and become a new confi dent 
and assured you!

Contact Carol at 
Tranquil Lives
01384 294080
07850 480953
www.tranquil-lives.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN COMPANY

PICKING UP THROUGHOUT DUDLEY,
HALESOWEN, KINGSWINFORD, 

STOURBRIDGE, WALL HEATH etc.

nternational Travel Ltd

DAY TOURS
Sat 3 Oct Blackburn & Preston £27
Sun 11 Oct Clifton & Weston £25
Sun 18 Oct Nottingham & Sherwood Forest £25
Sat 24 Oct Peak Autumn at Westonbirt £45
Sun 1 Nov Llangollen & The Horseshoe Pass £25 
Sun 6 Dec The Nutcracker Ballet £78 (Hagley  pick up only)

Sun 30 Aug Gloucester & Forest of Dean £24
Sat 5 Sept Mystery Tour £25
Sat 12 Sept Bradford-On-Avon & Frome £26
Sun 20 Sept Ely & Cambridge £27
Sat 26 Sept Selby & Doncaster £26
Tue 29 Sept Abergavenny Market & Monmouth £20

QUALITY HOLIDAYS 2026

For a brochure or to book 01299 402989
 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

 info@phillipstravel.co.uk
 www.phillipstravel.co.uk

Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions.

21 Sept GRANGE-OVER-SANDS & LAKELAND 5 days £655
5 Oct DUNSTER & EXMOOR 5 days £660
19 Oct SUFFOLK COAST & CONSTABLE COUNTRY 5 days £620
8 Nov HUNSTANTON (Thursford Xmas  Spectacular optional)  5 days £675
29 Nov ADVENT at SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 2 days £200
7 Dec LOOE & FESTIVE CORNWALL 5 days £500
27 Dec TWIXMAS in BOURNEMOUTH 4 days £430
29 Jan WINTER WARMER in TORQUAY 4 days £385
7 Feb OVERNIGHT in BATH 2 days £215
15 Feb WEYMOUTH & DELIGHTFUL DORSET 5 days £460

LW
·V

 D
 ID

F
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 In March 1914 Harry Slater (41), an ironworker of 
Lawnswood Road, Wordsley was charged with  
assaulting Emily Nicklin (20) of Mount Pleasant, 
Kingswinford.  She said that she was walking home 
with a friend when Slater passed them.   They  
exchanged “Goodnight” greetings but then Slater 
asked Nicklin to go with him.  She declined saying 
that he was a married man.  He then put his arm 
around her and tried to kiss her.  She managed to get away from him and ran 
home.  PC O¶Hara, giving evidence against Slater said that “D YHU\ UHVSHFWDEOH 
ODG\ ZKR GLG QRW ZDQW KHU QDPH PHQWLRQHG SXEOLFO\” who was living in Barnett 
Lane, Wordsley had said that she was approached by Slater that same night and 
that he had struck her on the back.  She had retaliated by knocking his hat off.  
Slater admitted that he had been drunk but said that it was only meant in fun.   
The magistrates, however, did not find it at all amusing and fined him 40  
shillings or a month¶s hard labour. 

On 17th January 1912 over 16 inches of snow fell on Dudley in just 24 hours.   
Someone calculated that over the whole borough that was the equivalent of 10  
million tons of snow.  This was based on the fact that 16 inches of snow is the  
equivalent of two inches of rain and that amount of water over an acre weighs  
approximately 200 tons.  With the borough stretching across more than 50,000  
acres that makes a total weight of 10 million tons. 
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD  
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION  
OF SMALL BUSINESSES
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------------------------
TOTAL SEWING SERVICE ------------------------

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations : Embroidery 

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit 
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, with 

1 00's of fabrics to choose from. 

• Large range of wallcoverings
• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors
• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns
• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal and prom
wear, with tailoress on site 

• New embroidery service, with logo digitising facility
available 

SALE ON 
HOMEWARE 

Offers on wool, 
dress fabrics and 

patterns.

Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 10am - 3pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA

www.totalsewing.co.uk

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, 

with 100’s of fabrics to choose from. 

• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors

• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns

• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns 

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal  
and prom wear, with tailoress on site 

• On site Bridal Gown Alterations 

------------------------
TOTAL SEWING SERVICE ------------------------

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations : Embroidery 

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit 
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, with 

1 00's of fabrics to choose from. 

• Large range of wallcoverings
• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors
• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns
• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal and prom
wear, with tailoress on site 

• New embroidery service, with logo digitising facility
available 

SALE ON 
HOMEWARE 

Offers on wool, 
dress fabrics and 

patterns.

Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 9am - 4pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA

www.totalsewing.co.uk

COPY 
DEADLINE

December issue
Thursday 

10th November
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In the Kingswinford area the first active Methodist Society was 
launched in 1837 when a Mr Corns became the first local preacher. 
Initially the Methodists met at various addresses in the village but the 
first µchurch’�was converted from a house owned by Samuel Phipps and 
was next door to the Bell Inn in High Street. Membership, however,  
continued to grow and in 1851 it was decided to build their own chapel. 
A plot of land in Moss Grove was bought from Edward Addenbrooke  
of the Manor House, High Street for the princely sum of £119 and  
construction started the following year. By 1853 the chapel was  
complete and formally opened. It proved to be a popular move and over the next 50 years the 
church was extended on several occasions to cater with larger congregations and was fully 
refurbished in 1903.  
A further Methodist church was established in Mount Pleasant and then, when the boiler 
burst at this second church  in 1962 the two congregations combined. A quart would not fit 
into a pint pot, however, and in 1966 a new—much larger—church was built in Stream Road  
at a cost of £50,000. The new church has stained glass windows (seen here) based on those in 
the original Moss Grove building. The Kingswinford Methodist Church is part of the newly 
established µVale Of Stour’�circuit of Methodist churches. 

METHODISTS PROSPER 
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  ONE COMMUNITY UPDATE BY SHAZ SALEEM 
Hey wonderful people of Kingswinford and Wall Heath,  I’m very proud 
to be part of the Village Voice writing a monthly blog to highlight 
amazing community groups and community champions. 

The Big Showdown
We are weeks away from the biggest charity sporting event in 
the history of Dudley. 
In a charity clash set to pack a punch, Councillor Patrick Harley, 
leader of Dudley Council, will step into the ring with myself, 
Shaz Saleem on 21 August at Dudley Town Hall — all in the 
name of charity.
The two civic heavyweights will be throwing punches for a 
purpose, raising funds for the Mayor of Dudley’s charities.
Tickets are now available from Dudley Borough Halls: 
https://boroughhalls.co.uk/the-big-showdown.html

Supporting One Community
This month, I donated blood for the 17th time.
A huge thank you to staff of The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust and NHS Blood Donation. They made the experience 
very easy and stress-free.  Donated blood is a lifeline in an 
emergency and for people who need long-term treatments. 
This is why it is so important we do our bit in supporting one another. Become a donor 
today by contacting 0300 123 23 23. 
I also attended incredible events held by our schools - Summerhill School and Link Academy.
I was proud to be a judge at the Black Country’s Got Talent Final, huge congratulations to 
Max and Evan for winning.

       07786 196666             askshaz@hotmail.co.uk            @shazsaleem001

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general

building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Contact me

Upcoming community events  
Every Saturday 7pm - listen to the One Community Show on Black Country Xtra �● 14th and 28th August 
- Kuppa Club - 9.15am to 11am at Wall Heath Tavern ● 9th and 23rd August - Kingswinford & Wall Heath 
Litter Pick - 10am ● 21st August – The Big Showdown Dudley Town Hall ●�Kingswinford in Bloom meet 
every Saturday and Sunday 10am by the library 
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This year the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) is celebrating 25 years of its lifeguard 
service. Started as a trial on the south coast of England in 2001, the service has expanded to over 
245 beaches around the UK and Channel Islands helping keep beachgoers safe as they enjoy the 
coast.  It doesn’t matter who you are, or how you get into trouble, if you need help at sea, RNLI 
lifeguards and lifeboat volunteers and will be there for you. Collectively, RNLI lifeguards and 
lifeboat crews have saved more than 146,700 lives since the charity was founded in 1824. 

LIFEGUARDING 
On the beach, every second counts, which is why since 2001 the RNLI has also operated seasonal  
lifeguard patrols at beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. Over the past 25 years, our lifeguards 
have carried out over 48 million preventative actions, aided 
more than 440,000 people and saved over 2,000 lives. To find 
out more about the 25th anniversary of RNLI lifeguards, visit 
RNLI.org/Lifeguard25.  Last year, 1,608 RNLI lifeguards  
provided a service on 249 beaches. Highly trained and 
equipped, RNLI lifeguards spot danger as it develops and  
respond instantly. They also provide safety advice and a  
reassuring presence on the beach. Local authorities and beach 
owners work with the charity contributing to the RNLI’s  
lifeguard service costs. You can use the RNLI website to find your nearest lifeguarded beach close to 
home or whilst visiting another part of the UK or Channel Islands. To find your nearest lifeguarded 
beach visit rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeguarded-beaches. 

This year the RNLI has created a special podcast, We Are Life-
guards which is a series that takes a closer look at what it is like 
to keep people safe at the seaside. Across five episodes, the 
podcast series explores the different aspects of lifeguarding, 
from the equipment lifeguards use and the training they do, to 
how every beach poses its own challenge. You'll hear lifeguards, 
past and present, talk about their experiences and hear from the 
people they've rescued.  Search for µWe Are Lifeguards’� 
wherever you get your podcasts. 

LIFEBOATS 
Providing a 24-hour search and rescue service around the UK, Ireland, Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man, in 2025 alone, RNLI lifeboat crews launched over 9,000 times and saved 272 people. Most RNLI 
volunteer crew members don’t have a nautical background, so they receive world-class training from 
the charity, which gives them the vital skills to save lives, as well as confidence in each other and their 
lifesaving equipment. 
 
Crews get the best kit, lifeboats, equipment and facilities the RNLI can provide. The RNLI has 238 
RNLI lifeboat stations, 470 lifeboats: 155 all-weather lifeboats, 315 inshore lifeboats and 6 hovercraft. 
This is what it costs to build a RNLI lifeboat, deliver it, and make it ready for service: 
 
 • Shannon class all-weather lifeboat costs £2,781,000 
 • B class inshore lifeboat costs £322,000 
 • D class inshore lifeboat costs £101,000. 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF  
RNLI LIFEGUARDING 

 

This year the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) is celebrating 25 years of its lifeguard 
service. Started as a trial on the south coast of England in 2001, the service has expanded to over 
245 beaches around the UK and Channel Islands helping keep beachgoers safe as they enjoy the 
coast.  It doesn’t matter who you are, or how you get into trouble, if you need help at sea, RNLI 
lifeguards and lifeboat volunteers and will be there for you. Collectively, RNLI lifeguards and 
lifeboat crews have saved more than 146,700 lives since the charity was founded in 1824. 

LIFEGUARDING 
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lifeguard patrols at beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. Over the past 25 years, our lifeguards 
have carried out over 48 million preventative actions, aided 
more than 440,000 people and saved over 2,000 lives. To find 
out more about the 25th anniversary of RNLI lifeguards, visit 
RNLI.org/Lifeguard25.  Last year, 1,608 RNLI lifeguards  
provided a service on 249 beaches. Highly trained and 
equipped, RNLI lifeguards spot danger as it develops and  
respond instantly. They also provide safety advice and a  
reassuring presence on the beach. Local authorities and beach 
owners work with the charity contributing to the RNLI’s  
lifeguard service costs. You can use the RNLI website to find your nearest lifeguarded beach close to 
home or whilst visiting another part of the UK or Channel Islands. To find your nearest lifeguarded 
beach visit rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeguarded-beaches. 

This year the RNLI has created a special podcast, We Are Life-
guards which is a series that takes a closer look at what it is like 
to keep people safe at the seaside. Across five episodes, the 
podcast series explores the different aspects of lifeguarding, 
from the equipment lifeguards use and the training they do, to 
how every beach poses its own challenge. You'll hear lifeguards, 
past and present, talk about their experiences and hear from the 
people they've rescued.  Search for µWe Are Lifeguards’� 
wherever you get your podcasts. 

LIFEBOATS 
Providing a 24-hour search and rescue service around the UK, Ireland, Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man, in 2025 alone, RNLI lifeboat crews launched over 9,000 times and saved 272 people. Most RNLI 
volunteer crew members don’t have a nautical background, so they receive world-class training from 
the charity, which gives them the vital skills to save lives, as well as confidence in each other and their 
lifesaving equipment. 
 
Crews get the best kit, lifeboats, equipment and facilities the RNLI can provide. The RNLI has 238 
RNLI lifeboat stations, 470 lifeboats: 155 all-weather lifeboats, 315 inshore lifeboats and 6 hovercraft. 
This is what it costs to build a RNLI lifeboat, deliver it, and make it ready for service: 
 
 • Shannon class all-weather lifeboat costs £2,781,000 
 • B class inshore lifeboat costs £322,000 
 • D class inshore lifeboat costs £101,000. 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF  
RNLI LIFEGUARDING 
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Each volunteer will also need their specific crew kit to keep them safe whilst carrying out their role 
effectively. The cost of kitting out an all-weather lifeboat crew member from their layered clothing to 
their lifejacket, helmet and gloves costs over £2,700 (RRP). 

WATER SAFETY 
Around 138 people die by accident in UK and Irish coastal waters each year. Men and boys aged 15 
and over are most at risk, with activities including boating, walking, paddleboarding, waterside play 
and swimming accounting for most coastal incidents and deaths. 

If you ever see someone in trouble at the coast, call 999 or 112 and ask for the Coastguard. If  
you are able to, tell the person to relax and float on their back and throw something buoyant to help 
them stay afloat. If you ever find yourself in difficulty in the water, remember Float to Live: 
 
� • Tilt your head back, with your ears submerged 
 • Relax and try to breathe normally  
 • Move your hands and feet to help you stay afloat –�it’s fine if your legs sink, we all float 
     differently 
 • When you’ve gained control of your breathing, shout for help or swim to safety if you can. 

INTERNATIONAL WORK 
It’s not just these shores the RNLI is keeping safe. Globally, around 300,000 people drown every year. 
The RNLI is helping other lifesaving organisations to tackle drowning in their own countries. The 
RNLI and its partners are putting lifesaving into the hands of local communities. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP THE RNLI 
There are lots of ways you can support this lifesaving charity and local fundraising branches are  
always on the lookout for more volunteers. No matter how much time you are able to give, if you think 
that you can help or you would like to know more, please get in touch with the Brierley Hill and  
Kingswinford Fundraising Branch by contacting Mr John Pittwood on 07725 174176 or email him at 
jnp46@live.com 
 
� • Give time –�see what other volunteering opportunities are available by visiting:  
      rnli.org/support-us/volunteer  
 • Connect with the charity on social media to be inspired by the latest lifesaving stories by  
    following @RNLI� �
� • Shop with the RNLI where all profits go towards lifesaving work. You can visit the online    
    shop at shop.RNLI.org 
 • Donate in memory of a loved one adding to the thousands of names that have been added to    
    the letters and numbers that identify Shannon class lifeboats through the Launch a Memory  
     campaign. Visit RNLI.org/LaunchAMemory 
 • Become a member by giving on a regular basis. Visit RNLI.org/membership 
 • Make a donation to power the lifesaving work. Visit RNLI.org/donate 
 • Leave a Gift in your Will –�these are for the RNLI’s crews’�protection at sea, helping to fund  
    crucial training, equipment, kit and more. 6 in 10 lifeboat launches were possible thanks to  
    the generosity of supporters leaving a gift in their Will. Visit RNLI.org/legacy. 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF 
RNLI LIFEGUARDING 

 

This year the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) is celebrating 25 years of its lifeguard 
service. Started as a trial on the south coast of England in 2001, the service has expanded to over 
245 beaches around the UK and Channel Islands helping keep beachgoers safe as they enjoy the 
coast.  It doesn’t matter who you are, or how you get into trouble, if you need help at sea, RNLI 
lifeguards and lifeboat volunteers and will be there for you. Collectively, RNLI lifeguards and 
lifeboat crews have saved more than 146,700 lives since the charity was founded in 1824. 

LIFEGUARDING 
On the beach, every second counts, which is why since 2001 the RNLI has also operated seasonal  
lifeguard patrols at beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. Over the past 25 years, our lifeguards 
have carried out over 48 million preventative actions, aided 
more than 440,000 people and saved over 2,000 lives. To find 
out more about the 25th anniversary of RNLI lifeguards, visit 
RNLI.org/Lifeguard25.  Last year, 1,608 RNLI lifeguards  
provided a service on 249 beaches. Highly trained and 
equipped, RNLI lifeguards spot danger as it develops and  
respond instantly. They also provide safety advice and a  
reassuring presence on the beach. Local authorities and beach 
owners work with the charity contributing to the RNLI’s  
lifeguard service costs. You can use the RNLI website to find your nearest lifeguarded beach close to 
home or whilst visiting another part of the UK or Channel Islands. To find your nearest lifeguarded 
beach visit rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeguarded-beaches. 

This year the RNLI has created a special podcast, We Are Life-
guards which is a series that takes a closer look at what it is like 
to keep people safe at the seaside. Across five episodes, the 
podcast series explores the different aspects of lifeguarding, 
from the equipment lifeguards use and the training they do, to 
how every beach poses its own challenge. You'll hear lifeguards, 
past and present, talk about their experiences and hear from the 
people they've rescued.  Search for µWe Are Lifeguards’� 
wherever you get your podcasts. 

LIFEBOATS 
Providing a 24-hour search and rescue service around the UK, Ireland, Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man, in 2025 alone, RNLI lifeboat crews launched over 9,000 times and saved 272 people. Most RNLI 
volunteer crew members don’t have a nautical background, so they receive world-class training from 
the charity, which gives them the vital skills to save lives, as well as confidence in each other and their 
lifesaving equipment. 
 
Crews get the best kit, lifeboats, equipment and facilities the RNLI can provide. The RNLI has 238 
RNLI lifeboat stations, 470 lifeboats: 155 all-weather lifeboats, 315 inshore lifeboats and 6 hovercraft. 
This is what it costs to build a RNLI lifeboat, deliver it, and make it ready for service: 
 
 • Shannon class all-weather lifeboat costs £2,781,000 
 • B class inshore lifeboat costs £322,000 
 • D class inshore lifeboat costs £101,000. 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF  
RNLI LIFEGUARDING 
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fill em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 31st August 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

Recently we came across a 1965 edition of the “Star Achiever”� a newspaper that  
circulated in the Kingswinford, Wall Heath and Wordsley areas every Friday. 
Looking through the advertisements we were amazed at how many were for social activities 
and entertainment. There was one for the Forum Ballroom in Pensnett (now sadly demolished) 
where bingo was played every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday with two guaranteed 
jackpots of £50 each evening. Another venue that has gone was the Robin Hood at Brierley 
Hill where admission was only 1/- and the resident band on Mondays and Tuesdays was the 
Jon Dee Trio who were described as ³mad as ever´��The µAugmented Wall Heath  µDistrict 
Choral Society’�was holding a concert of ³The Shepherd of Souls´�by Thomas Brookfield at 
the Moss Grove Methodist  Church in Kingswinford. Tickets were 2/6 each. Another event 
was Professional Wrestling which was scheduled to take place on Wall Heath Playing Fields 
on 26th June 1965. What is equally fascinating are some of the prices. A ³Nippy´�folding  
caravan was available from Car Sales (Pensnett) Ltd for the princely sum of £200 whilst  
Phillips of Market Street, Kingswinford were offering a selection of second-hand cars at  
prices ranging from £50 to £729. Typical prices included a one year old blue Triumph Herald 
for £509 and a two year old Morris Minor for just £429. In those days petrol prices were not  
as daunting as they are today—a gallon (not a litre! of regular cost just 4/9 whilst the best 
grade was 5/- plus you received 40 Green Shield stamps with every four gallons. Those  
were the days! 

BACK IN THE SWINGING SIXTIES 
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With over 20 years experience in commercial vehicle sales, 
we o� er a tailored service unrivalled by others.

We specialise in providing high quality vehicles at competitive prices and can source 
any requirements, should we not currently stock what you are looking for.

We can provide a free valuation, should you be looking to part exchange 
and o� er a three month warranty period from point of purchase. 

Call our team to discuss your requirements further.

Sell Your Van To Us!
Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
West Midlands
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
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building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
Monday – Friday 08:30 – 17:00
Saturday – Appointment only

Sunday – Closed

Welcome to Euro Van Centre

Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk
www.eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Monday – Friday 08:30 – 17:00
Saturday – Appointment only

Sunday – Closed

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
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If you fall within the qualifying conditions for MTD for income tax, you must:

keep digital bookkeeping records

submit quarterly updates throughout the year to HMRC and

Making Tax Digital (MTD) for income tax started on 6th April 2026. It will initially apply to sole
traders and landlords who reported qualifying income of £50,000 or more in the 2024/25 tax
year.

Last updated 1 Jul 2026 | First published 1 Jul 2026

By Kiran Kaur, ACA · 5 min read

 Making Tax Digital  Self Employed  Online Accounting  Landlords
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Excellent
Based on 2,000+ reviews

taxassist.co.uk/kingswinford

Call 01384 913 888

Find us at our new shop:
1-3 Moss Grove,

Kingswinford, DY6 9HS

For the   right accountancy services   delivered at the   

  right price,   contact TaxAssist Accountants today.

Free consultations available by telephone and online:

Account.
Ability.
Your local, expert advisors. Here to 
help Kingswinford businesses thrive.
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1st August 1944:  Anne Frank penned her last entry into her diary “keep on trying to find a way of  
becoming what I would like to be, and what I could be, if...there weren't any other people living in the 
world.” Three days later, Anne and her family were arrested and sent to Nazi concentration camps. 
Anne died at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp on 15th March 1945 at the age of 15.  
5th August 1583:  The first British colony in North America was founded by Sir Humphrey Gilbert,  
a British navigator and explorer. He sighted the Newfoundland coast and took possession of the area 
around St. John's Harbour in the name of the Queen.  He was later lost at sea in a storm off the Azores 
on his return trip to England.  
9th August 1974:   Effective at noon, Richard M. Nixon resigned as president as a result of the  
Watergate scandal.  Nixon had appeared on television the night before and announced his decision to 
the American people.  Facing possible impeachment by Congress, he became the only U.S. President 
ever to resign.  
15th August 1969:  Woodstock began in a field near Yasgur's Farm at Bethel, New York. The three-
day concert featured 24 rock bands who played to a crowd in excess of 300,000 young people. The 
event came to symbolise the counter-culture movement of the 1960's.  
17th August 1978:  After failing more than a dozen times, someone finally did it. Max Anderson, Ben 
Abruzzo, and Larry Newman drifted across the Atlantic in the helium-filled Double Eagle II. The 3,000
-mile journey took six days and ended with a crash landing in France—but they made history midair.  

FAMOUS EVENTS  IN HISTORY IN AUGUST 
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HUNDREDS OF MATTRESSES
FULL RANGE OF SIZES
WE DELIVER FREE OF CHARGE
WE EVEN TAKE AWAY YOUR
OLD MATTRESS FREE OF
CHARGE

◊

◊

◊

◊

ODD BEDS & MATTRESSES TO
CLEAR FROM JUST £69

◊

COME AND SEE OUR NEWLY REFURBISHED SHOWROOM WITH HUNDREDS
OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, THREE PIECE SUITES, CHAIRS, CARPETS,

DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE

17

HUNDREDS OF MATTRESSES
FULL RANGE OF SIZES
WE DELIVER FREE OF CHARGE
WE EVEN TAKE AWAY YOUR
OLD MATTRESS FREE OF
CHARGE

◊

◊

◊

◊

ODD BEDS & MATTRESSES TO
CLEAR FROM JUST £69

◊

COME AND SEE OUR NEWLY REFURBISHED SHOWROOM WITH HUNDREDS
OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, THREE PIECE SUITES, CHAIRS, CARPETS,

DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!

www.dreamworld.furniture

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
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AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
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75% OFF!
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SINGLE 
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£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED
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ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU 

TEL: 01384 295660
IF YOU CAN’T GET TO US WE CAN COME TO YOU

COME AND SEE OUR SHOWROOM FILLED WITH HUNDREDS 
OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, THREE PIECE SUITES, CHAIRS, 

CARPETS, DINING AND BEDROOM FURNITURE
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

ELEMENTS
RANGE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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When it comes to attractiveness the colour, shape and size of the eyes is a major factor—which 
probably explains why women in the UK spend in excess of £25 millions a year on cosmetics for 
their eyes alone. Here are a few facts and figures about the eyes: 

 

IT’S ALL IN THE EYES! 

Your eyes blink between 17,000 and 27,000 times a day. Each blink lasts around a tenth 
of a second. 

Almost half the brain is associated with the control of the eyes and the processing of the  
information that they collect. 

The human retina comprises some 120 million µrods’�which enable black, white and 
grey to be distinguished and 8 million colour sensitive µcones’� 

The eye of a human can distinguish as many as 500 different shades of grey. 

Under the right conditions the human eye can see the light of a candle at a distance of 14 
miles. 

Eye makeup has been used by humans since Ancient Egyptian times when a substance called 
kohl was used to enhance the eyes. This was made up of burnt almonds, copper, ash and      
ochre and was much used by the likes of Cleopatra.  

Labour
Guaranteed

xxxxxx

Rightio Drainage
Experts

OAP
Discount

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed
Flexible Appointment Times

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

Subject to
engineer

availability

Same-Day
Emergency

Response

Nationwide Coverage • Local Engineers • Trusted Across the UK

OUR SERVICES
Blocked Drains

Blocked Sinks
Blocked Showers

Blocked Toilets

Blocked Baths
Kitchen Waste Pipes
Appliance Blockages
Drain Repairs
Drain Replacement
CCTV Survey

Subject to Terms & Conditions
Saniflos

Backed by
Rightio

Accredited by:

We work in theWe work in the

Walsall, Wolverhampton,Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry

Walsall, Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Dudley,
Coventry
and all surrounding areas.all surrounding areas.and all surrounding areas.

West MidlandsWest Midlands

01384 847450
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8 Townsend Place, Kingswinford DY6 9JL

Engin and his team welcome you to The Village Cafe experience where all 
food is freshly prepared to order and using only the best of ingredients

BREAKFASTS • LUNCHES • LIGHT BITES • CAKESBREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHT BITESBREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHT BITES CAKESLIGHT BITES

ALL DAY BREAKFASTS AND FULL ENGLISH SET BREAKFAST
Tea and toast or bread and butter served 8am - 4pm

TRY OUR HOMEMADE LASAGNE, SHEPHERDS PIE AND OMELETTES

OPEN SUNDAYS
9.00am – 3.00pm  

All Day Breakfasts

Sunday Lunches
served

12.00 noon – 3.00pm
(booking essential)
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KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED!! 
In 1722 a new publication called the 4XDUWHUO\ 3XUVXLW was issued to magistrates and 

police forces throughout the country with details of crimes committed, property stolen 
and suspects wanted for questioning. Over the next 75 years or so its name was changed 

several times—including being known as µThe Hue & Cry¶ - before becoming the 
µPolice Gazette¶ in 1823. There are some fascinating entries for the Kingswinford, 

Wordsley and Wall Heath area including these here: 

 In April 1881 there was a notice about  a 
man who had failed to turn up for his court 
appearance: “Absconded on 27th ultimo 
from Wordsley Green, Kingswinford 
charged with embezzling various items of 
money:-JOSEPH BRADLEY about 45 years 
of age, 5 feet 8 inches, light brown hair, 
long light brown beard and moustache, 
stoutish build, a little bow-legged, dressed 
in blue pilot pea jacket, cord trousers, soft 
billycock hat, strong lace-up boots: has of 
late been employed as a brewer¶s drayman; 
a native of Kidderminster, at one time in the 
employment of Mr Bucknall, a brewer of 
Kidderminster and at one time in the  
employment of Mr Cooper, a brewer of  
Dudley. Associated with brewers¶ draymen 
and carters and well known in South  
Staffordshire. Information to Mr Supt. 
Woollaston, Brierley Hill or Sargeant 
Moore, Police Station, Brettell-Lane,  
Staffordshire who holds a warrant for his 
apprehension.” 

The following month a notice about stolen 
goods was published: “Stolen on 20th  
instant at Cross-street, Wall Heath,  
Kingswinford:-a  small Gothic Timepiece, 
does not strike, a blue and white bundle 
Handkerchief and a blue and white Necktie. 
Supposed by tramping beggars.” 

Another case of stolen property was also  
publicised in December of the same year: 
“Stolen between 26th and 28th ultimo from the 
engine-house on the Himley Fire Brick  
Company at the Oak Farm, Kingswinford:- a 
large square Brass 15 inches long and a 6 
square, with hole 3¼ inches in diameter 
through it, 90lb weight; a 6-inch brass stop 
Valve and Seat about 20lb; a 1-inch brass 
packing Cock 4lb; a steam Whistle 2lb weight; 
and two journey Brasses 3 inches in diameter 
5lb each; Whoever will give such information 
and evidence as shall lead to the apprehension 
and conviction of the offenders and shall  
receive Three Guineas reward from the  
Kingswinford Association for the Prosecution 
of Felons.” 

An interesting case was included in the Gazette 
in June 1876 after a convict had been released 
from prison: Description of JAMES  
ASHCROFT, a convict license holder who left 
Wordsley, Staffs on the 8th instant, without 
giving notice to the police: 31 years of age, 5 
feet 4 inches high, fresh complexion, brown 
hair, blue eyes and has a mark of a cut on the 
left side of forehead. He was sentenced to 7 
years penal servitude at Stafford Quarter  
Sessions on 17th October 1870 and on his  
release from prison went to Wolverhampton, 
the place of his committal. Since he absconded 
a letter had been received from him by a  
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person at Wordsley which bears the  
Gloucester postmark but it purports to have 
been written from Liverpool. Information to  
be given to Superintendent Adams, Brierley 
Hill.”  A later press report tells how Ashcroft 
was detained in Bristol about three weeks after 
this whilst he was trying to stow away on a 
ship heading for America. 

Bearing in mind in the UK the Police Gazette 
was circulated nationally it is somewhat  
surprising  that sometimes stolen items of  
relatively low value were included in its  
columns: “Stolen at Camphill, Wordsley  
between 24th and 26th instant:- a man¶s dark 
brown mixture donkey Jacket, pockets on hips 
and one outside breast pocket, lined with blue 
striped lining; and a man¶s black single-
breasted diagonal pea Jacket, one outside 
breast pocket, and two inside skirt pockets, 
lined with small black striped lining; both  
part worn.” 

The stealing of livestock of all descriptions, 
however was always reported as this report 
from 1871 shows: “Stolen from a field at  
 

Wall Heath between 3rd and 8th instant;  
a ay hack Mare, aged, 14 hands high,  
white blaze down the face two white hind  
fetlocks, the property of Thomas Brettle 
Esq. Dudley. Information to be given at  
any police station in the County of  
Stafford.” 

Finally, there were also notices about  
individuals who had gone missing and  
were considered at risk, as this one from 
1874: “Missing :- CHARLES ASQUITH 
of Wordsley. Aged 34, inveterate drunkard 
who, when in alcohol, believes himself to 
be Saint Paul. Height 5 feet 9 inches, dark 
brown hair and long brown beard flecked 
with grey; last seen wearing long black 
overcoat and black trousers with stout 
boots. It is feared some ill has befallen 
him.” 

The original Police Gazette in the UK was copied in a 
number of countries including Australia and the U.S.   
The American publication, however, was more like a  

newspaper and included a lot of sports news as well as 
details of wanted criminals. 

Services Offered:

• Kitchen Cleans

 • Bathroom Cleans 

 • Mopping 

 • Dusting, Polishing 

 • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen

 • Deep Cleans

 • Window Cleaning

   07873 707740

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.
DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

lisatimmins1975@gmail.com
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Supporting families in the West Midlands with compassion, 
dignity and guidance when you need it most.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans  •  Immediate Help 24/7
Traditional & Direct Funerals

Home visits available by appointment, offering support 
in the comfort of your own surroundings.

For immediate help and caring advice, please call:

Five Ways House, Lake Street, 
Lower Gornal, Dudley, DY3 2AU

01902 880040

62 Market Street, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands, DY6 9LH

01384 296683

8 - NED6073 - NE Downing - Village Voice - 184x131mm.indd   1 12/02/2026   11:26
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There are some wine productions that can be classed as irresistible. For this quest I searched 
for a range of wines and found a most acceptable list, that were indeed, labelled µIrresistible’��
Various types of wines satisfy numerous people, be it a dry white, off-dry production,  
sweeter delectation or perhaps something sparkling. 

EXPLORERS SAUVIGNON BLANC (12% vol), from Marlborough, New 
Zealand, I found to be dominated, exceptionally well, with the fruity  
flavours of gooseberries. This dry wine is extremely popular, satisfying 
many white wine lovers, constantly. 
VIOGNIER ST GABRIEL PAYS D’OC (13% vol) hails from France. This dry, 
fully-flavoured wine production has the pale gold colours and excellent bouquet 
enticing to the mouth’s pleasures. Floral and ripe stone fruits are most evident. 
BACCHUS (12% vol), from Kent, England, is a further, very popular dry 
white wine. I rated this production highly, having overtones of elderflowers 
and goose-berries. Fresh, and again with an aromatic pleasure for the nasal 
senses, this wine has countless devotees. 
SOLO (12.5% vol). This dry Garnacha pink pleaser comes from Spain. The pale 
pink colour adds µinterest’�to many dining tables. Old bush vines provide the red 
fruits for this delectation. 
EIGHT ACRES (11.5% vol), from Kent, England, is highly-rated by many 
dry, sparkling rosé, wine lovers. Ripe, juicy red fruits are very noticeable, 
for the mouthfeel and the palate’s delight. Again, this elegant wine adds  
delicate colour to a lot of dining occasions. 
PROSECCO (10.5% vol) is hugely popular around the world. Both the sparkling 
white and sparkling rosy productions are regularly a feature at celebrations,  
parties and events. Italy is one of the countries, renowned globally, for wine  
productions of high-quality and their Prosecco wines are always in demand. 

All of these wines can be very much enjoyed on their own, as well as  
accompanying numerous foods, such as white meats, fish, seafoods, salads 
and more, admirably. 

I located these wines at a Co-op store, all in their µIRRESISTIBLE’�range. I 
found the Co-op ranges of wines, including a good number of award winners,  
to be most excellent. Knowledgeable advice is always available, in stores, if  
required. Take time and pleasure, to find your favourites. Web: www.coop.co.uk 

WINES:  SOME ‘IRRESISTIBLE’ FAVOURITES 

A review by Trevor Langley 

COMING UP IN THE  
SEPTEMBER EDITION:  
³Out & About:  Lucarelli ” 

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 
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COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was either

MIDLANDS or THROUGH which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who 
each receive a FAMILY PASS to THE WEST MIDLAND’S SAFARI PARK are:

JAMES BICKER of KINGSWINFORD and 
JESSICA MAY-BLACKHAM of WOLVERHAMPTON          

You can fi nd this month’s competition on page 20.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualifi ed. 
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

1. Backache

2. The values of letters are A=1, D=6, E=5,
G=3, H=9, L=4, O=7, P=0, M=8 and S=2

3. QUIVER—all the words have their first
and last letters consecutive in the alphabet.

4. The answer is easy—but only if you are a
mathematical genius!  Move the first 6 so
that the sum reads:

2⁶ - 63 = 1

5. They are arranged alphabetically—
Eight, Five, Four, Nine, One, Seven, Six etc.

6. Ton

7. Mother-in-law

8. Four score and ten

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was either MIDLANDS or 

THROUGH both of which were misspelt.  The two lucky winners who each receive a  
FAMILY PASS to THE WEST MIDLAND’S SAFARI PARK are: 

James Bicker of Kingswinford and Jessica May-Blackham of Wolverhampton 

You can find this month’s competition on page 50 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.     Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

WIN 2 X TICKETS TO THE ROBIN 
Winner: Tina Ohri of Wolverhampton
Closing date Monday 24 August 

MORE BRAINTEASERS WILL 
BE COMING YOUR WAY IN OUR 

SEPTEMBER EDITIONS. 

With such well-known clubs participating a 
number of other who were themselves later  
to join the Football League (including  
Walsall, Coventry City, Crewe Alexandra,  
Shrewsbury Town and Wrexham) also 
joined. In the 1930s there was an influx of 
Welsh teams (the Birmingham “district”  
was interpreted very loosely). These included 
Bangor City, Cardiff City Reserves, Rhyl 
Athletic and Colwyn Bay United. These  
were supplemented by two Black Country 
teams who both happened to represent local  
companies. Revo Sports combined forces 
with Brierley Hill Alliance and Vono Sports 
joined with Dudley Town in the 1938/39 
Keys Cup competition (which was actually 
run on a league basis). In future years both 
works teams appeared in the league under 
their own name. 

During the Second World War many teams 
folded as their players joined the armed forces 
although four teams representing RAF bases 
at Bridgnorth, Hednesford, Lichfield and 
Cosford did join the league for a couple of 
years.  

After the War the Birmingham & District 
League continued to go from strength to 
strength despite the fact that there were a 
number of other leagues operating in the area.  

By 1953, however, the B&DL had a record  
24 teams playing and there were some record 
attendances with a number of matches  
drawing crowds up to 5-6,000 spectators. This 
was partly due to the fact that it became the 
first league in the country to allow the use of 
floodlights, an option that was taken up by  
several clubs.   

Whilst things were going well for the  
B&DL several of the other parallel local 
leagues—and especially the Birmingham 
Combination—were in terminal decline  
and indeed disappeared in 1955.  

 

 When teams from the Black Country used to travel to 
Colwyn Bay United they frequently spent the whole day 

in the resort. They would leave home early in the  
morning, play the game just before lunch and then sped 

the afternoon and early evening on the pier or along 
the promenade. 

 

All this, of course, heralded a brand 
new era for the B&DI, which we will 

be exploring in our next edition. 
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It's good to 
be home

Judy

We’re here so your loved one can stay home, 
where they want to be. Where things are safe 
and familiar and they have the best chance to 
live a full and meaningful life. 
Whether it’s everyday companionship or 
everyday errands, Live-in Care or Home Care 
visits, our highly-trained Care Experts will 
give your loved one the support they need to 
live in the place they feel best: home.   
See how we can support you.

Email

dudley@
bluebirdcare
.co.uk

Call us for a friendly chat on

01384 297 839

Dudley, Wyre Forest & 
Malvern Hills

Making your 
mum feel special.
And you.
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 In 1968 the windsock used at Halfpenny Green airport was donated to the  
International Red Cross to be used in Biafra on an emergency airstrip used  
for aircraft bringing vital aid to the country which had been formed out of  
part of Nigeria. 

In 1923 a Kingswinford woman—Beatrice Anne Laughton –�was awarded £15  
damages and costs against Albert Edward Kay for breach of promise.  When it  
came to deciding the amount of damages Kay—an ex-soldier who had been  
awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Croix de Guerre in the First 
World War—pleaded poverty in the hope of keeping the damages to a minimum. 
Originally Kingswinford had two toll gates—one on Stourbridge Road and the 
other on Dudley Road.  Everyone (excluding churchmen attending services and 
farmers going to market) had to pay the appropriate toll to use the road.  The 
amount of each toll was based on the type and size of vehicle being used. 

In 1916 the children attending St Mary’s Sunday School in Kingswinford put on an 
operetta entitled ³Cinderella´�for five nights.  The performances for the first two 
nights were in the School room which was not only sold out but many people were 
turned away at the door.  The following day it was repeated at Wordsley Hospital  
for the injured soldiers who were being cared for there and then the last two  
performances took place at the One & All Institute in aid of the Adult School fund.  
Stars of the play were Kathleen Cook as Cinderella, Thomas Turner and William 
Phillips as the Ugly Sisters Clarinda and Miranda and Gilbert Horton as the  
Baroness. 

August can be a difficult time for bees but 
we can make it easier for them.  In August, 
solitary leafcutter bees may still be nesting 
and on sunny days they may choose to  
shelter from the sun in long grass and shady 
spots.  What can you do to help?  Why not 
set up a bee box or nesting tubes to create 
homes for nesting solitary bees; allow some areas of your lawn to grow long to offer them 
shelter from the sun; ensure that you have a range of plants suitable for the bees to enjoy in 
late summer such as Asters, Heathers and Sedums. 
In Britain, 26 species of bees have been recorded but some are now extinct or have a very 
restricted distribution.  At peak strength in summer months a bumblebee nest will have  
between 50 and 400 worker bees.  There are about eight social bumblebee species and four 
cuckoo species that are common in gardens.  In most cases only young fertile female 
bumblebees (queens) overwinter, unlike honeybees, which overwinter as colonies feeding  
on honey stores.  Thanks to the rich diversity of plants and flowers, gardens are some of the 
best habitats for pollinators. The best form of encouragement for bees is to provide nectar 
and pollen-rich flowers throughout the year.   That, coupled with suitable nesting sites in 
your garden is an excellent way in which to provide for bees who play such an important  
role in our gardens. 
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restricted distribution.  At peak strength in summer months a bumblebee nest will have  
between 50 and 400 worker bees.  There are about eight social bumblebee species and four 
cuckoo species that are common in gardens.  In most cases only young fertile female 
bumblebees (queens) overwinter, unlike honeybees, which overwinter as colonies feeding  
on honey stores.  Thanks to the rich diversity of plants and flowers, gardens are some of the 
best habitats for pollinators. The best form of encouragement for bees is to provide nectar 
and pollen-rich flowers throughout the year.   That, coupled with suitable nesting sites in 
your garden is an excellent way in which to provide for bees who play such an important  
role in our gardens. 

VV Kingswinford AUGUST.indd   54 27/07/2026   18:36



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 55

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

The nursery will be 
open during August 
and September – 
Friday, Saturday and
Sunday (+ Bank Holiday 
Monday 31st August) 
10am until 4pm.
Call and speak to Paul on:
07703 529004 for 
further information.

SUMMER SHRUBS AND 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY

PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook during our closed period

Great for filling the gaps in your borders

Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!
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WALL HEATH  
FLOWER CLUB 

Wall Heath Community Centre,  
Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 

 
DEMONSTRATORS FOR 2026/27 

Visitors always welcome to pay at  
the door.   

Please contact Pauline on 01384 272430 
or Greta on 01384 872752  

25th August  -  SOCIAL 
 

29th September 
Claire Bond - ³Autumn Treasures´ 

 
27th October  

Elaine Hale—³Rhythm µn Roots´ 
 

24th November 
Debbie Davies—�³Charismata´ 

 
26th January 2027 

Debbie Wellington—³For the Love of  
Colours´ 

 
23rd February—AGM 
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WALL HEATH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 

Telephone: 01384 273744  :   
Email:  wallheathcommunityassoc@gmail.com 

 
3rd September, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. Brian Dakin aka Billy Spakemon, Billy returns  
to the club to entertain us with his humorous tales, stories and songs of growing up in the 
Black Country. 
9th September, The Wednesday Club, 2pm. Sue Stevens, contemporary and pop music. 
17th September, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. John Hutchins, Black Country Historian. John 
will be giving a talk on the rise and destruction of ³The Crooked House ³�pub, Himley. 
23rd September, The Wednesday Club, 2pm.  Deb Jones ³A musical journey through  
Europe´��A mainly classical journey featuring Strauss and Mozart in Austria, Vivaldi in  
Italy and ³The Sound of Music´���Deb also tells us about those countries. 
1st October, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. Sophie, The Travelling Willow Weaver´���Sophie 
will be demonstrating and talking about her skilled craft of working with willow. There will 
be willow items for sale. 
14th October, The Wednesday Club, 2pm. Ian Bott, ³A Grave Subject´��A macabre and 
entertaining look at the Black Country way of death. 

MORE MASCOTS PLEASE is a Community Interest Company (CIC)  
located in the heart of the West Midlands region.  The aim of More Mascots 
Please (CIC) is to make a difference to the lives of disabled, disadvantaged and 
life limited children, based in the Black Country and Birmingham areas, who 
require a little extra support and assistance to get through their everyday lives.  

With the help of our magical mascots, More Mascots Please (CIC) 
intends to facilitate as many events as possible for children and young 
people.  Our role is to fundraise for children’s equipment, trips and 
small gifts.  We would love to link up with new sponsors, fundraisers 
and people who have a passion in organising large events such as  
parachute jumps and runs.  We are also looking for individual  
children who might need specialised equipment. 

If this is of interest to you or you need more guidance please contact 
Ceri Davies at More Mascots Please (CIC) on 07946 571964 or email 
her at ceri@moremascotsplease.co.uk or see their website at 
www.moremascotsplease.co.uk 

Founder of More Mascots 
Please (CIC), Ceri Davies 
BEM and Chase look-a-

like Mascot. 
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WEDNESDAY  
SENIORS GROUP 50+ 
invite you to enjoy afternoons of  

speakers and entertainment on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday each month at 

2.00pm at Wordsley Green Community 
Centre, Wordsley DY8 5BN 

 
19th August:  NO MEETING 

2nd September—Silversmithing:   
Penny Wheat gives a talk on teaching 
silversmithing for 36 years at Stafford 

College. 
16th September:  Act on Energy:   

Janet Hailey talks about energy  
efficiency. 

Visitors are most welcome to come 
along and hear how we organise this 

very friendly group.   
Open to Ladies and Gents. 

KINGSWINFORD METHODIST 
CHURCH   

6WUHDP 5RDG� .LQJVZLQIRUG  '<� �13   
www.kingswinfordmethodist.co.uk  

 
THE NEXT PARISH PUMP  

WILL BE IN THE  
SEPTEMBER 2026 EDITION 

AND THE COPY DEADLINE IS 
Thursday, 20th August 2026. 
Don’t forget that insertions are free if 
you run a Group or Association that is 

non-profit making.   
Please send your details via email  

to Gail at  
villagevoice @hotmail.co.uk 
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The fascinating story of how Enid, the future mother of Roy 
Hattersley, left the marriage for which she was being prepared 
by Roman Catholic priest, Frederick Hattersley, after he fell 
deeply in love with her, and how they lived happily µever  
after’��is a real life account of a situation usually found inside 
the covers of novels such as µThe Thorn Birds’� 

Roy Hattersley, MP,  Member of the House of Lords, writer 
and journalist—and indefatigable supporter of Sheffield 
Wednesday, has died, aged 93. 

That tingling tale of the romance which led to Roy’s early 
entry into politics—his mother, Enid, became Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield, and mentored the development of the Crucible Theatre, now centre for all things 
snooker—were just some of the Hattersley discourse during, some years ago, his time on 
stage at Stourbridge Town Hall delivering his contribution to the series of Celebrity  
Lectures. 

My own appreciation of Roy comes not only from some of his excellently written books  
of essays and memoirs—try µA Yorkshire Boyhood’�and µWho Goes Home’�-�but also that 
we’re both too late for Christmas being born in different years, but on December 28th.   
Holy Innocent’s Day!  I might add! 

I am indebted to my friend, Malcolm Pillar, for the article in The Guardian on Roy 
Hattersley:  apparently when in a department led by Barbara Castle, she called him µan 
able, tough, unscrupulous little tyke’� 

When he was on the Stourbridge stage, my question to him, having listened to his regular 
appearances on Radio �’s µNews Quiz’�was why had Private Eye’s ex-editor, Richard  
Ingrams, ceased contributing?  (I always chuckled when the Private Eye man surprised  
himself by announcing in headline form µINGRAMS KNOWS ANSWER, SHOCK!’ 

µNo worries’�said Roy µpeople give it a rest as they please’� 

Those years ago it was an entertaining evening with Roy Sidney George Hattersley, µPolitics 
is a tough business!’�and when first a Sheffield councillor µwas younger than some of their 
dustcarts’�� 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
µA little tyke from Sheffield’ 

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath 
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

Roy Hattersley, Deputy Leader of  
the Labour Party and M.P. for  

Birmingham Sparkbrook, seen visiting 
the party conference in Brighton on 

October 1st 1991  
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Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD
FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

01384 221567 07856 898558

BEACON NURSERIES
&  PLANT CENTRE

We have over 3,000 shrubs 
in stock including:

Magnolias, Azaleas, 
Cordylines, Heucheras, 

Hostas, Ferns
and many more

From £3.95

WE ALSO STOCK COMPOST

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY
Tel: 01902 882933
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There were reports of a hit and run accident published in the local papers in 
June 1876.  It seems that five year old Walter Husselbee of Wordsley suffered  
a compound fracture of his leg caused when he was playing at the side of the 
road.  He was hit by a passing man on  horseback who did not stop nor give 
assistance to the young boy who had to be admitted to the Guest Hospital in 
Dudley. 

In July 1907 the monthly meeting of the Kingswinford Rural Council had a  
considerable amount of business to attend to.  First on the agenda was the Medical 
Officer’s report in which it was stated that the Glynne School had to be closed  
because of an outbreak of measles.  Second was the Sanitary Inspector’s report in 
which he requested permission (duly given) to start proceedings against the owners  
of premises in Cottage Street, Kingswinford who were slaughtering pigs without a  
licence.   The main part of the meeting, however, was taken up by discussions  
concerning a claim by the local canal company against the council.  It appears that  
the council had constructed a sewage pipe across the canal but it had proved to be 
faulty and the canal company was obliged to effect considerable repairs to ensure 
that sewage did not leak into the canal.   They therefore were claiming back the cost 
of this work from the council.  After discussing the matter at some length at the 
meeting the councillors refused to accept responsibility and dismissed the claim  
despite being told that court action would inevitably follow. 

Number 14 Portway Close in Kingswinford was the 5000th council house to be 
contracted by the Brierley Hill Urban District Council. 
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It’s cheaper than you thought – Prices start at just £10 (+VAT) per month!
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01384 956119   01562 541208
dreamdoors.co.uk 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NAdudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your 
Perfect Fitin our showroom 

Up to 
50% less 

than a new fitted kitchen 
by simply replacing 
the doors and worktops
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