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Cover story ’

This month in our magazines we are thinking
more about birdlife and somewhat quirky garden
ornaments.

Well-stocked bird feeders greatly assist birds to supplement their
food intake especially when food is in short supply. Throughout
the spring and summer months a bird feeder will help to increase
the number of birds visiting your garden and help them to
successfully raise their chicks. Birds do, however, like routine - so
remember to try and fill your feeders regularly. There is a wide
range of bird feeders available in a host of different styles and
indeed some even offer ‘squirrel proof’ qualities. This is also a great
way to involve your children to start teaching them about nature
around our homes.

Gail

IN THIS ISSUE

4 Win 2 x tickets to the fabulous Robin 2 Club in Bilston
6 Brainteasers

10,38,44,52 It's A Fact!

18 Part 3 of “On the Right Tracks”

24 Our Charity Focus this month is The Geoff Hill Trust
46-47 For our Wordsearch competition this month our very

good friends at Prestwood Cave Nursery have very kindly
supplied our prize. Two lucky winners will each win a
14" Hanging Basket.

56 For readers who are new to Village Voice we thought you
would like to know a little about us.

70 Brainteasers Answers

74-77 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is
FRIDAY, 22" MAY 2026. Entries received after this date will not

be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, telephone
number and email address are included on your entry.
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DON’T MISS OUT ON
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies
of this edition of Village Voice
are delivered throughout
Wombourne, Swindon,
Penn and Kinver.

Extras are given to libraries and
selected shops in each area.
Be sure to look out for your copy.

DO YOU RUNA
NON PROFIT MAKING
CLUB OR SOCIETY?
AREYOU ON THE LOCAL
COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming
events or to recruit new
members? Give us a call, send
us an email or drop us a line
here at VILLAGE VOICE - we
would love to help. See our
contact details on page 3.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline
for the JUNE 2026 edition of
VILLAGE VOICE is
MONDAY, 18" MAY 2026.
Please book your space early to
avoid disappointment.

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two

tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,

TICKETS TO

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The

Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on
Friday 22" May 2026 - GOOD LUCK!

IN BILSTON

Congratulations to MIKE BULLOCK of

KINGSWINFORD who was the lucky winner of the

two tickets on offer in the APRIL 2026 edition.
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Win £20,000 CASH when you
replace your glass!

We’re celebrating 20 years of
excellence — and you could win
£20,000 in our Anniver:
competition! To enter, simply spend
£500 or more with us between now
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,

a trusted family-run business, has

been the UK’s leading domestic glass
replacement specialists, serving as
your One-Stop Shop for all your
glazing requirements — and now we’re
marking this milestone with an exciting
competition where one lucky customer
will win £20,000! We take pride in
generating our own leads, crafting
tailored quotes, and manufacturing

our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional
results. Unlike competitors, we

never use subcontractors—our team
consists entirely of skilled, in-house
professionals, guaranteeing consistent
quality and reliability. Every glass unit
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee,
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting
peace of mind.

‘Why opt for costly full window frame
replacements that lead to unnecessary
redecoration expenses? By replacing

only the failed glass unit, we save you
money and minimise disruption —
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000
?rize draw while upgrading your home.

oin over 344 000 satisfied customers
who trust our ethical, affordable service.
Failed double glazing can compromise
your home’s protection and energy
efficiency, so check your windows
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers money
while sup?orting local communities.
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our
focus 1s on replacing just the glass, not
the entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop,
we manage everything—from lead
generation to crafting premium glass
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated
after-sales support—making us the
smart, cost-etfective choice in any
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to
enter the competition),

call 0800 61 21 118 or visit

www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!

Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more

(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T's&C'’s apply. fr
information) A

Ask me about our
fantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

b
9800 121 g

Have Your Windows

Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our “’ rea"y ’,'ked the fac‘t E EH;}?_;“E

z 5 that they were a local %‘EE“.‘:
YEAR community-run business” CarAn BF ';E%l}

Checkatrade
GUARANTEE Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

Member
Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
Priority freephone
I ..: : : CLEAR

0800 61 21118
Glass. it’s better when it’s clear!

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! X [}
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We have a variety of puzzles this time, some ridiculously easy and others much more
difficult. If you need the answers (and we bet you will!) they can be found on page 70.

1. Our first group of questions are homophones— 4. This is one of the hardest we have set! A
pairs of words that sound the same such as Head ~ petrol tanker drives at a steady 30mph but the drain
Covering (hair) and Mad in March (hare). Seeif plug is incorrectly fitted and it is dripping petrol as

you can get these: it drives along. A carelessly discarded cigarette
(1)  Poverty/ Work dough end ignites the dripping fuel and the flames travel
(i)  Mrs Horse / First citizen along the road towards the tanker at 25mph. After
(iii)  European country / Unfed 26 miles the tanker stops. How long will it be
(iv)  Wear down / Glass container before the flames reach the tanker?

() Poem /Debt 5. A few Rebus puzzles. Just say what you see:

2. Which is correct: Six and seven IS fourteen or A. O-ER-T-O-

six and seven ARE fourteen? B. Zain, Yain, Xain, Wain, Vain, Uain, Tain, Sain,
Rain, Qain, Oain, Nain, Main, Lain, Kain, Jain,

3. Ifahenand ahalflay an egg and a halfina Tain, Hain, Fain, Eain, Dain, Cain, Bain, Aain.

day and a half, how many eggs would six hens lay C. You are given two dice, what are the odds that

at the same rate in six days? when you throw them the total on the two upper
faces will be an odd number?

For a brochure or tobook 801299 402989
lbhm [=1 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

nternational Travel Ltd 7 lnfo@ph1ll1pstravel.co. uk
(® www.phillipstravel.co.uk

DAY TOURS
Sat16 May  Tissington Well Dressing £25 Sat 11 Jul Cowbridge & Porthcawl £26
Sat23May Hay-on-Wye & Hereford £25 Sun19Jul  BuryStEdmunds & Lavenham £27
Sun31May Ironbridge & Shrewsbury £22 Sat 25 Jul Birkenhead Markey & West Kirby £26
Sunl4Jun  Buxton & Bakewell £26 Sat8Aug  Henley-on-Thames & Marlow £27
Sat27Jun  Oakham & Rutland Water £25 Sun16Aug Llandudno £27
QUALITY HOLIDAYS 2026
7June  HEXHAM & NORTHERN MAGIC S5days  £600
15June ST AGNES & CORNISH GEMS 7days  £795
28June  SPEYSIDE, CAIRNGORMS & BLACK ISLE 7 days FULL
12July ~ EASTBOURNE 7 days £865
o 28July  ISLE OF MAN 7days  £1020
- ~ 9Aug NORMANDY BEACHES TOUR S5days  £825
YOURLOCAL FAMILY RUN COMPANY 21 Sept  GRANGE-OVER-SANDS & LAKELAND S5days  £655
50ct DUNSTER & EXMOOR S5days  £660
PICKING UP THROUGHOUT 190ct  SUFFOLK COAST & CONSTABLE COUNTRY 5days  £620
WOLLASTON, WORDSLEY, WALLHEATH 8 Nov HUNSTANTON (Thursford Xmas Spectacularoptional) 5 days ~ £675
KINGSWINFORD 29Nov  ADVENT at SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 2days  £200

PLUS Womboume & Kinver for Holidays Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions.
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DREAM DOORS"

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

QUALITY KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

by simply replacing the doors and worktops

>

1

>

>

1

Up to 50% less than a fully
fitted kitchen

Replacement kitchen doors

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley, DY8 5NA
dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

Call us now for a free estimate:

Cost effective made to measure solution 01384 956119

Worktops and appliances

Quick installation in 2-3 days by

local professionals

dreamdoors.co.uk

01562 541208
Chesiaiedeam 9.8/10

THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

* T&C apply. See in store for more details.

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold

Over 20 years experience ® No job too big or too small

**Call within
48 hours to receive
a 20% discount**

* Tree Work » Paths « Fencing ¢ Turf « Artificial Grass  Driveways ¢ Block
paving » Tarmac ¢ Ground works ¢ Drainage  Gates and gateways  Patios

Contact us today on 01 384 848344

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



" GUTTERING
FROM

Freephone 0800 0463373 I % ¥
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374 % TV
Mobile: 07376 915 527  ~o¥ *** S g

‘(i\My Clean Gutters g )

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777®@icloud.com
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In the mid 1800s the Smestow Brook was identified as a potential source for
supplying water to a wide area of the Black Country including Tipton,
Wednesbury, Kingswinford, Sedgley, Oldbury, Rowley and Stourbridge.

The South Staffordshire Mining District Waterworks Co. estimated that around
10,649,000 gallons a day flowed down the river and promoted a bill through
Parliament to extract water from the brook. This, however, was opposed by the
Kidderminster Carpet Manufacturing Co. which was concerned that there would
be no water left for them to extract further down the river chain. Eventually
Parliament refused the application and the bill failed.

The two decades from 1865 until 1885 saw a number of pubs and ale houses in
Kinver auctioned off. In December 1866, for example, The Lock Inn was being
offered by Mr Ashcroft, an auctioneer based in Snow Hill, Wolverhampton. The
property going under the hammer was quite substantial and included a brewhouse,
yard, stabling for 30 horses, piggeries, gardens, two additional cottages, weighing
machines and a large coal wharf adjoining the canal. It apparently “enjoys a very
profitable and extensive trade”. In May 1883 another pub—The Fosters Arms—
was also offered for sale. This, however, was much less desirable. It was described
as “closed, low-rated, old-licensed house” and as well as the premises, the licences
and the effects were offered for sale for an extra £15.

Black Country footballer Pat Beasley who played for Fulham and then became
player-manager of Bristol City obviously had fond memories of Kinver. As a
schoolboy playing for Amblecote he scored 13 goals in the 26-0 game at Kinver!

Master craftsmen carpentry
with full design & planning service

Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

Besp fitted wa

bedrooms, dressing rooms and uniqu

Bespoke m
& bookcases, bespoke fitted h office & studies,
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

07930 643723 contact@shawfitinteriors.com

City&g

Guilds 1
Qualified It
interiors

‘f Take a look at our social media for examples of our work.
Search g shawfitinteriors.com
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Dreamworld BaAALALL A

Furniture BECURELE
% WE CAN COME
- TO YOU

WIDE RANGE OF
DINING AND BEDROOM
FURNITURE AVAILABLE

sI.ll)(llsIIY 3 PIECE
. : — o 12 UITES AVAILABLE
Lift an Rise i e FOR IMMEDIATE
0DD CHAIRS & furniture all at £ DELIVERY
SOFAS STARTING 4
rronens | AMMAZING
TO CLEAR! PRICES

WEWON'TBEBEATENONPRICE"

o Relief from aches and pains
0 Single and double beds

startin |
Q Premium mattresses fro e ! “P '|'0 £ 1 0 0 0
)

0 Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Eﬁeram‘f[vg l’rlg 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 =S|

% IF YOU CAN'T GET TO US WE CAN COMETO YOU
www.dreamworld.furniture
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A VERY STRANGE CASE

In 1867 a very strange case came before a
local magistrate, Mr Fereday, at a special
court held at the Stamford Arms Hotel In
Enville.

The case involved Thomas Bowker, a rate
collector from Trysull accused of having
feloniously sent to the Rt. Hon. George
Harry Grey, Earl of Stamford & Warrington
a letter demanding £50 with menaces.

. ; ; Originally the case was due to have been
heard at EnVllle Hall itself but it was felt that as this was the home of one of the parties this
was unseemly. However, the hearing took place without either party being legally
represented and the questioning of the witnesses being carried out by the clerk of the
magistrates’ court in Stourbridge.

The Earl of Stamford gave evidence that he had received a letter saying that he had over-
heard a conversation in London between a member of the Earl’s stables and a racing tout in
which confidential information was being passed for money. The letter said that the identity
of the informant would be revealed for £50 in the form of a cheque made payable to John
Jefferies and sent to R.A.D at the Wolverhampton Post Office.

The Earl immediately informed the authorities who investigated. Meanwhile he wrote to
R.A.D saying he would not correspond with anyone that refused to give their name. The
next witness was Thomas Lawley, the schoolmaster at Trysull, who said that he knew
Bowker and could identify the handwriting on the letter as his. Catherine Solloway of
Trysull then gave evidence that Bowker had asked her to go to the Post Office in
Wolverhampton to collect an envelope addressed to “R.A.D.”

When she returned home Bowker called on her and took the letter. Catherine and her
husband Thomas Solloway were later to run The Vine Inn in the village.

The final witnesses were Inspector Goddard and Sergeant Baldwin from the local police
who said that, when arrested, Bowker admitted that he had written the letter because he had
taken £50.00 from the rates that he had collected.

Mr Fereday, the magistrate, committed Bowker to stand trial at the next Assizes in Stafford.
However, because of the “atrocious nature of the crime” he said that the prisoner must
provide two sureties of £200 each and the prisoner of £400 himself before bail would be
given. This Bowker could not do and therefore spent the time prior to his trial in Stafford
gaol.

For some reason it seems that the trial never went ahead and there is no record of any
conviction for Thomas Bowker, although the Bowkers certainly continued to live in the
village until the early 20th century when a Miss Priscilla Bowker was the sub-postmistress.

12 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



Cha ter Your Local Specialists in [, Platinum Trusted
p Stairlifts & Mobility 7 Service Award
living solutions | Bathrooms! ;

Al ‘ ML J“I
/’u"""ﬂ, d

Stairlifts Mobility Bathrooms
Safe, reliable and tailored to your

Wet rooms, bath to
home. Perfect for added safety shower conversions,
and comfort.

walk in baths.
Serving Wombourne & 01384912314

and Surrounding Areas. & www.chapterlivingsolutions.co.uk

DO YOU WANT YOUR
BUSINESS TO GROW?

Lynne Harrison
Mobile

Foot Health Practitioner

DipCFHP, MPSPract

Are you struggling with footcare?

Whether it’s general maintenance or other issues
like painful corns and calluses, | can help.

Prc_)fessi?nal mobile footcare covering
THEN TALK TO US AT

Kingswinford and surrounding areas
for all your footcare needs

VILLAGE VOICE

ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE
ADVERTISING THAT WORKS.

0781 790 4477

45 Minute Appointments
from £35

] ﬁ( @ For Appointments Contact:

07731 418120
www. LHfootcare co.uk LHfootcare66@yahoo.com

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 13



Frequently these beliefs centred on death, the
ever-present threat every time that they went
underground. One of the most common customs
was that when a miner died in a mine none of his
colleagues would venture underground until after
the funeral. It was said that the spirit of the dead
man would inhabit the mine until the body was
finally buried.

It wasn’t just the spirits of the dead, however, that
could be found in the pits. Small imps or sprites
were said to live in the darkest, deepest shafts

of the mines. These were commonly referred to
as “knockers” because at a time of impending
disaster they would knock on the pit props
warning the miners to return to the surface as
soon as possible.

There is no doubt that in days gone by one of the hardest and most dangerous occupations
was coal mining. Thousands of men throughout the region would spend countless hours in
cramped, dark and damp conditions where at any moment a pitfall, explosion or flood could mean
instant death. The job seemed to breed a particular type of man for whom a close connection with
his comrades was especially important. This feeling of community translated itself into a

It was said that amongst the “knockers” there
were also mischievous individuals who thought
nothing of hiding the miners’ candles, picks or
shovels. Indeed, it was also said that on occasion
the sprites would turn nasty and actually attack
the miners themselves.

One of the most common beliefs within the
mining community involved the presence of
women around a pit. It was generally felt that a
woman seen at the pithead would bring nothing
but bad luck—and if the woman had red hair then
a tragedy was certain to befall one or more of the
men. Similarly it was said that if a miner saw a
woman with a squint whilst on his way to work
then he would not go underground for at least a
week.

STEPHENSONS

solicitors

Are proud to support Our local community
Legal services are better local

House buying & selling | Re-Mortgages
First time buyers

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk | info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk
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GENTSCUT: . & £12

5=~ GENTS SKIN FADE £15
| SKINFADE +BEARD  £18.50

KIDS CUT £9 UNDER7yrs£750 L

w]'
<

71 4| owcures- £9

1 r;fl H [
AE M) !

utz Cutz -

| BEARDTRIM = "£'7

SKIN FADE BACK AND SIDES + BEARD £14

{| BACKANDSIDE = = £10

SKIN FADE BACK AND SIDES £12

40 MIN APPOINTMENTS ON THURSDAY £2o I
SMALLMUK £7 G

I.ARGE MUK £l'l

<Barbers. .oyl
LTD. 2 o
P ot < Ao TR | L ‘. g g H
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BUY FLOORS DIRECT

FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

Caroline
3+2 £1,279
3+1+1 £1,399

.L Jodlﬁgh o Lucy
3+2 was £1,649 Now £1,399 3+2 £1,599

31+was £1,8499NOW £1,599 34141 £1,999

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk
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BUY SOFAS DIRECT

%€ All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country %8

e

[

H | —

 Luxury Carpet
for any room
from £11.99sg/mt

12mm Laminate b~
flooring from : Herringbone flooring
EBO.SSRRET pacl, - from £32.99sq/mt

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

- LVT Iglank O

Large showroom | Free car parking | Established 1985

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN

52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR Tel: 01562 541473

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm §
o e & ' Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
WS |y, 2 Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP
01384 958 793
0 resy le :8
‘ )l In e 5 ' Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
= e Rowley Regis B65 0AY %
e = 0121 561 5386 e

dorrisons

co.uk

Www;b'uysofasdirect.
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ON THE RIGHT TRACKS

Last month we looked at the construction of the track from Gornal through to
Wolverhampton. In this edition we look at the freight traffic that used the line.

Although the railway line through
Wombourne only survived as a passenger
route for just seven years it continued to be
used for a variety of other trains for a further
33 years.

By far the business year for the line was 1937

when the Royal Agricultural Society held its
Annual show at Wrottesley near Wolver-
hampton. The station and goods yard at
Tettenhall was made into a giant farm where
over 1000 cattle, 600 horses and equally
large numbers of sheep, goats and pigs were
delivered for onward travel by a fleet of
lorries to the show ground. Although the
show itself only lasted four days in July,
activity on the railway lasted well over a
month.

The coming of the Second World War in just
two years, however, halted any thought of
similar events although it did bring another
type of traffic to the line. On 9th June 1944
an ambulance train from Oxford arrived at
Tettenhall with almost a hundred casualties
who had been involved in the D-Day
invasion. The casualties were transferred to
ambulances, buses and even private cars
which took them to various local hospitals.
Two further trains arrived at Tettenhall in the
next month but then it was decided to make
Wombourne the terminus for the trains as it
was felt this was more central for distribution
of the casualties to local hospitals. In total
over 30 such trains were received at
Wombourne station.

After the War the line returned to normal
working with freight trains mainly using the
line not only for local traffic but also
increasingly for long distance trains. Many of
these passed through Wombourne at night as,
when they reached the main line, they had to
give way to the scheduled passenger trains.
Carpets from Kidderminster to Manchester,
Morris cars from Cowley to Liverpool,
bananas from Southampton to Crewe and
coal from Cannock to Stourport were all
regular journeys—but all that changed with
the Beeching report.

In next month’s edition we take a look

at the demise of the line.

18

FULL & PART REWIRES

FUSEBOARD CHANGES - CALL OUTS
TESTING - EXTRA SOCKETS
OUTSIDE LIGHTS

Wilf’s Mobile:
07572 613414

Email:
wilfredo 123@hotmail.co.uk
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I ._
‘ | LI CERAMIC COATING,
B PPF AND VEHICLE
tﬁ | AESTHETIC SPECIALIST
REFLECTION

Comprehensive Ceramic Coating Protection
Expert Paint Protection Film (PPF) Installation

» Specialists in Vehicle Aesthetic Enhancement

07803493156 | Dudley, DY29AP

v Manufacturer warranty backed

@tbrvalet

on guote

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01902690935

We work in
Wombourne,
Swindon, Penn, Kinver
and all surrounding
areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES «

Vv Fast Response
v/ All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
»12Month <l » OAP <l » 1-2Hour «

Guarantee Discount Emergency
on labour! Available upon Response

request at time time!

Excludes of booking
blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

RN NN

Subject to Figibity
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WOMBOURNE DIY
£)
—YOUR LOCAL—
HARDWARE STORE

Welcome to Wombourne DIY where we offer all your
essentials for those projects you have in mind. Ranging from
painting, gardening, tools and even cleaning products.

Why not pop in store or find us on Facebook or tiktok.

‘éﬁ%

. %-
T

Open Monday to Saturday 09:00-17:00; Sunday 10:00-15:00
22 Station Road, Wombourne, Wolverhampton WV5 9EL
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Maddie Moo’s

Cards, Gifts & Occasion Partyware

‘l.

@@

We offer an extensive range of high end cards, glfts, bags,
chocolates and balloons all at a reasonable prices. See also our
nhew range of Elegant Bags and Accessories from Alice Wheeler.

24 Windmill Bank, WOmbourne WV5 9JD t&
Open Monday-Tuesday - 9.30am-5.00pm "
Wednesday-Saturday - 9.00am-5.00pm WlﬂdG!te
Why not pop in to see us or see us on ﬁ 110048

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk

21



Lisa’s Cleaning Services

Providing a profiessional, quality, neliable service.
DBS checked, insuned, and, references available

o Kitchen Cleans

® Bathroom Cleans

* Mopping

* Dusting, Polishing

® Vacuuming

® Changing Bed Linen
¢ Deep Cleans

¢ Window Cleaning

[Jo7873 707740
 lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

Arthur's
Jewellery

and watches

Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD

FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD
including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 SEP

01384 221567 07856 898558

What is that which we often do not find
where it is but find where it is not?
Fault

Why is a clock the pattern of humility?
Because it holds its hand before its face and
is continually running itself down however
good its work may be.

What word is there of five letters which
by taking away two only one is left?
Stone

What is that putting its eye out leaves
nothing but a nose?
Noise

CONUNDRUMS FROM THE PAST

We came across this series of conundrums in what was left of a copy of an old parish magazine. There
were only a few pages (not including the cover) and from the information we could not identify either
the date of its publication or the church that issued it.

‘What kind of servants are best in hotels?
The inn-experienced

How do we know heat travels faster than
cold?
Anyone can catch cold.

What is that of which there are only two in
every year and yet there is one every day
and two every week?

Vowels

What is the difference between a chicken
and a dirty housemaid?

One is a domestic fowl and the other is a foul
domestic.
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mowme 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE / ALL WOHK GUAHANTEED

o3 \"‘.‘_

' ALL RoOF nsmms;mnomvsnsm
N
./ GUTTERING & SOFFITS :

¢ Flat Roof Systems ® New Roofs in Tile and Slate

e All Roof Repairs ® Storm Damage e Insurance Work Undertaken
e Chimney Work (Re-points, Reductions & Drops)

e Loft Conversions ® UPVC Fascia Boards e Guttering & Soffits
e New Maintenance Free Dry Ridge & Hip Systems

CALL: 01384 624 326 - 07788 800 099
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CHARITY THE GEOFF HILL

CHARITABLE TRUST

FOCUS Registered Charity

No. 1067258

The Geoft Hill Charitable Trust was founded on 18th March 1997 by the late Geoff Hill
MBE. The object of the charity is to support or promote such charitable purposes to the
discretion of the trustees. The grants are limited to within the local area of the West
Midlands. Unfortunately, it was decided that to maximise assistance to local schools,
hospices, hospitals, scout/guide groups, sports clubs and other charities or organisations
that no donation will be made to individuals.

Geoff started his charity from personal savings and always felt that the success of his
business—the Geoff Hill Store in Amblecote Stourbridge - was thanks to his loyal customers.
In gratitude, he felt that he wanted to give something back to the community! Therefore,

the Charitable Trust was founded to help needy charities and causes in the local area.

To increase funds Geoff organised large raffles and dances
at the Stourbridge Town Hall and other local venues. He
was awarded the MBE by Prince Charles (now King
Charles) in October 2004 in recognition of his work (our
photo (left) shows a very proud Geoff wearing his MBE
together with his wife Sue).

To date The Geoff Hill Charitable Trust has helped 1,827
different causes and has donated just under £1 million.
The charity has gone from strength to strength. All
donations are carefully monitored and hopefully go a long
way to improving the quality of life for many people within the area that we live. The charity
helps hundreds of organisations each year, giving grants from a few hundred pounds to a few
thousand.

Any group, charity or good cause in need of funding can write to: The Geoff Hill Charitable
Trust, 7 High Street, Amblecote, DY8 4DE. We would emphasise that we are unable to give
to private individuals.

The Geoff Hill Charitable Trust is proud to continue the good work that Geoff Hill MBE
started originally from his personal savings.

With thanks

Sue Hll
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MR

Painting and Decorating

Wallpapering &
painting specialist

A cut abeve the rest

Precision craftmanship
and flawless finishes
for your premium
interiors.

w: mrwdecorators.co.uk
£ M.RW. Painting and Decorating
@ m.rwpainting
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A MOST REMARKABLE

COUPLE

When a young widow called Sarah Marsh travelled to Wolverhampton in 1828 to hear
a debate about “The supremacy of the Pope” she could hardly have realised that
eventually she would fall in love with and marry one of the young clergyman
taking part.

Sarah was an extremely rich young woman of some standing in the community who had
inherited a great deal of property (including
The Lloyd) in both Penn and Wombourne after
the death of her husband and when she invited
the clergyman—William Dalton—and some of
his friends for dinner the invitation was no
doubt accepted with alacrity. The couple got on
well and when Sarah endowed at St George’s
Church in Wolverhampton with a sizeable
donation she suggested that he be appointed
vicar. Unfortunately he had already accepted a @
position in Liverpool and the church there
refused to release him. Despite this setback William and Sarah married in 1831 and spent
their time split between Liverpool and Wombourne.

Time passed and when another new church was planned (and largely paid for by the now
Mrs Dalton) in Wolverhampton, William Dalton’s name was put forward as the first
incumbent. This time he was able to negotiate a move from Liverpool and so he moved
Wolverhampton to become vicar of St Paul’s on the Penn Road, a position he was to hold
from 1839 until 1859. During this time he—and his wife—were deeply involved in the
creation of a number of other churches in the area. The last of these was St Philip’s (above
right) of which he became Perpetual Curate.

In addition the churches which the Daltons were also involved in established several church
schools and an orphanage. This became the Royal Orphanage in 1900 and—now much
changed—is the Royal School, Wolverhampton.

In February 1852 Sarah Dalton died and whilst he continued to live at The Lloyds her
husband spent much of his time in the writing of various religious works until, in 1864 he
met and married a young lady his age.

The second Mrs Dalton moved into The Lloyd and they had some 16 years of marriage
before William Dalton died. He was buried in the churchyard at Wombourne and, whilst his
widow continued to live at The Lloyd for a short while she then moved down to the south
coast at Eastbourne. Touchingly, she named her new property The Lloyd in remembrance
of the happy days she spent with her husband William in Staffordshire.

26 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



— AT WOMBOURNE —

' FORYOU
ks , 'STEEPED IN HISTORY, REIMAGINED
 WOMBOURNE'S OLDEST PUB-STEEPED Tl

Under new Management-Major refurbishment, still a Freehouse.
New Cellar Refit - Serving Madri, Guinness Microdraught, San Miguel,
Enville, Hobsons, Holdens and more. Fresh, Hot Food, served daily.

& Wine Wednesdays Are Here! *' '3‘:;“\

L

i ok forwa |
‘.\m« < our midseek somethin to look forward
Jotn s every » Wednesday might and enjoya .

fine for Just £15
ted Bottle of Wine for Just
Sl with any meal ordered #7

L)

W n lan ¢ night,
Tether you'Te atching up with friends, p anming 2 date nig]
etlyer yOU TE £ ; 1
treating yoursel—we've got the perfect P
o jusl treating b

- -

H + Great food .
' 4+ Great wing

+ Great vibes
é >

\1 0

[ MRS LOUISE JANE GAIR
Licensed to sell all intoxicating liquor * - S CHEDL:,
~, for consumption on or off these premises. -~ ’ — LAy

ERISFS
i tvery Wednesday

- o
9 Your oarite local publ

-C\osed “g&r

Rrsany Wieh- el
s N -ol dad |
4TS ikeh-alt M‘i
| e M- alidey
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WWW.KATIESSECRETGARDEN.CQJ

MAY

10th May FITZ OF LAUGHTER with MARK THOMAS
16th May  FITZ OF LAUGHTER with LUCY¥*BEAUMONT
17thMay GREN BARTLEY Doors 4.00 pm
23rd May Friends who like Uriah Heap

24th May THE BUSHBURYS + THE EMPTY CA
29th May KATIESFEST 2026

30th May KATIESFEST 2026

31st May KATIESFEST 2026

JUNE B\
4th June CARL CHINN -PEAKY BLINDER E REAL GANGS |
6th June  SoAAr presents THE CIRCLES / ! /’v

11th June INSPECTOR DRAKE’S VINTAG&IRRDIO SHOW
13th June THE STARVING RASCALS

14th June FITZ OF LAUGHTER

19th June THE SPACEHOPPERS

20th June BADGERFEST ,

26th June IAN HENLEYS The Power Of The Plectru

JULY

4th July CLIMAX BLUES BAND

S5thJuly FITZ OF LAUGHTER with MARK SIMMONDS
11th July SOAAR presents JOHN OTWAY

17th July STOURBRIDGE PRIDE

18th July STOURBRIDGE PRIDE

19th July AN PARKER BAND

25th July BIG JIM and THE ALABAMA BOOGIE BOYS

\
-

WWW.WEGOTTICKETS.COM

Katie Fitzgeralds,187 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 3TB (entrance An Mamble Road)

’-\
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" We offer FREE Hearing )

o Hearing Aids - Family Run Clinics
- Ear Wax Removal . 60 Day Money Back Guarantee
« Tinnitus Support - 0% Finance Available
\ Noise Protection . Lifetime Aftercare )

Assessments

HAGLEY_ - WOMBOURNE + RUBERY
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gornal
accounting

accounts
self assessment
corporation tax
__ payroll & bookkeeping
- HANGING BASKETS - £9.95 VAT
We also have a large selection of shrubs business start ups
Surfinias, Fuchias, Bacopa, Calibrachoa, | forecasts & tax planning
Begonias - £1.50 each '
Wide selection of bedding plants - £2.50 per tray |

We also stock compost and Grow Bags richard hall house, bridgnorth road,

wombourne, west midlands wv5 0af

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LH i ) tel: 01384 233221
\ Tel: 01902 882933 email: admin@gornalaccounting.co.uk

In the late 1960s and early 1970s the annual Parish Outing in
Wombourne was eagerly awaited by many in the village. On
two successive years—1969 and 1970—however the trips nearly
ended in disappointment.

In 1970 around 150 adults and children embarked on three coaches
for the trip to Wicksteed Park near Kettering in Northamptonshire.
The convoy got as far as Birmingham Airport (which was then
known as Elmdon Airport) when one of the coaches broke down.

It was not repairable at the roadside so the passengers had to Wicksteed Park at the time was its
miniature train which ran around the

disembark and squeeze onto the other two coaches. The two ) o ) .
.. perimeter of the site. Wicksteed is

remaining coaches got as far as Coventry when one of them had a particularly known for the fact that it

minor traffic accident. The police were called—and so the excess was the location of the very first

passengers had to make themselves scarce in case the driver found children’s slide back in 1922.

himself charged with overloading! Fortunately after insurance details had been exchanged the coaches
were allowed to continue and the passengers had an enjoyable time—although on the return journey
the metallic trim on one of the coaches became detached, causing something of a stir. The previous
year the problem was not coaches breaking down but rather the fact that one of the conveyances was a
double decker bus—and the route include a low bridge! Fortunately the bus stopped before hitting the
bridge but it did mean a 20 mile detour had to be endured by the excited passengers.
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& Feel
Clear-Minded

Quantum Healing Hypnosis Technique (QHHT)

Discover peace through a gentle, groundbreaking past-life regression at Ajooni Retreat.

| Release past traumas & emotional blocks
. Foster spiritual growth & self-empowerment
I Heal relationships

I Find inner peace

| Receive a physical & mental boost

Gain
Clarity on
, What is QHHT?
Quantum Healing Hypnosis
Technique (QHHT) is a gentle
hypnosis method by Dolores

Cannon, connecting you to
u r Ose your higher self to explore past
lives and heal.

Intrigued? Start Your Journey
We're rooted in Wombourne providing healing solutions with Free 30 min consu"qﬁon
practical, life-enhancing benefits to address your everyday
challenges.
e \Call 07494 765 652
Energy Healing
Meditation - -
e ajooniretreat.co
Spiritual Store

Begin your journey‘wrmee, no-commitment chat to unlock

insights iniesourhighest selft /

& ’)'h R
Richard Hall House, Bridgnorth Road,
Wombourne, WV5 OAL

admin@ajoonirefreat.com
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Gas,lumbing & Heating Ltd

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

5% discount Proud membersof
for OAP’s Checkatrade.com

No ca" out fee Where reputation matters

CALL FOR A FREE quoTE 07377 453081

KEEPING YOUR DOG ON THE RIGHT TRACK

Keeping a dog in good physical condition requires more than just a passing interest
from the owner.

Exercise is obviously very important—especially exercise
that takes into consideration the age and size of the dog. For
those owners who find this difficult there are dog walking
services who can give your pet its daily exercise whilst you
are at work. Similarly, if you don’t have the time or
inclination to give your dog a good grooming on a regular
basis there are specialists who will provide that service very
cost effectively.

If you have any concerns about your dog the local vets should
always be your first port of call—a telephone call for advice 57
may (or may not) need to be followed up by a visit. Of

course cost may be a concern—which is why many owners today choose to take out pet insurance.

Finally, if you are going away on holiday the only real way of ensuring that your pet is properly looked
after is to book a place in a boarding kennels. Again, a surprisingly cheap option but one that ensures
that your dog also has a holiday and returns to you fresh and full of vitality.
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. SOleWise 51 Planks Lane

Wombourne

CLINIC WV5 8DX

Home visits available ,.»-7-

¥j Qualified BSc Podiatrist L@sdlem&
¥§ HCPCregistered . ¢
{j Dbs checked & insured

FOR ALL YOUR FOOT RELATED ISSUES

Diabetic foot health checks
Verruca treatments
Ingrowing nails

Nail Surgery

Fungal Nails & skin

Msk biomechanics

Accupuncture for podiatric
conditions

Routine podiatry; nail cutting,
thinning, hard skin removal,
corn removal

Offloading high pressure areas
Deluxe pedicures

- 4 | | ven' ]
RETURN ROUTINE PODIATRY £40 ﬁ mitgp
Wmnsun:

ISDIN | S arance g

Did you know you can claim podiatry
on your health care insurance?

Accepting health care insurance
plans here at solewise clinic.

Bookings by appointment only on 07359 861455

Or alternatively visit www.solewiseclinic.co.uk
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Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT)

High quality CBT treating mental health problems.

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression?
Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours?
Anger issues? Adolescent behavioural
problems? OCD? Panic attacks?

Phobias? Emotional distress?

Contact a BABCP Accredited Psychotherapist Directly

ready
fox
chon9ee

Wassell Grove Lane, near Hagley.

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk

0844 6931282/07854331133 for a free 20-minute consultation.
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

Approved Health Care Provider for:

Allianz, Aviva, AXA Healthcare, BUPA, CIGNA and WPA.
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DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFIC

are proud to present ‘

|
with h‘ommer rugby
internationals.

| i I

1

-

|SAMURAI

i IBooK Now!  JUNE
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FIVE WAYS INN

10P BACK FOR
EVERY £1 SPENT
, POOL
R PUB (

Batham§

sky 'Sports SPORTS

Batham§

'E MU
RTAIl

EVERY WEEK

‘Whilst recently talking to Karen Hayes who for many years ran the highly successful
Occasional Cakes in Kingswinford, I asked her if she could come up with a cake recipe for
Spring and she did not disappoint with her Lemon Drizzle cake.

Ingredients: For the topping:

225g slightly salted butter 2 juiced lemons

225g caster sugar 150g icing sugar
4 large eggs

225g self raising flour

1 lemon for juice and zest

Method:

Heat the oven to 170 or gas 4. Beat together all the butter and sugar until light and fluffy and then
add the eggs one by one mixing slowly. Sift in the flour and lemon zest and combine. Grease and
line a loaf tin and spoon in the mixture. Cook for 45 to 55 minutes depending on oven—test the cake
with a skewer to ensure it is cooked. Leave the cake to cool in the tin but before it is completely
cold mix together the lemon juice with the icing sugar. Spike holes in the cake (diagonally so that
the juice doesn’t run straight out) and pour the mixed icing sugar all over the cake allowing it to drip
into the cake. Leave to go cold. Store in a cool dry place ...never store cakes in the fridge, ideally in
an airtight container.
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ROSEVILLE
DECORATORS

We specidalise in all aspects of Painting and
Decorating throughout the West Midlands:

e Interior e Commercial
e Exterior e Fully insured
e Domestic

For a free no obligation quotation please call:
07366 328895 or 07385 124806

South Staffs Driveways
& Civil Engineer Limited
Reliable, Friendly Service

Specialising in:
e Block Paving e Tarmacking e« Footings
e Concreting e Brickwork e Turfing

e Fencing e Drainage » Slabbing
e Garden Walls

Rip Outs and Demolition Works
Site Levelling and Clearing ¢ All Aspects of Groundwork

H 01902 823401 M 07555 359012
Email: joj333777 @icloud.com
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Nectolas Barwell & Go. Jid

Accountants ® Tax Advisors

Stirfing House, Carriers Fold, Church Road, Wombourne, West Midlands, WV5 9D]
Tel: 01902 897141 Fax: 01902 897242
Email: benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk Website: www.nicholasbarwell.co.uk

/‘

We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment tax return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and book-keeping services

VAT return preparation and assistance thereon

Business development and tax planning

Start-up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting

Corporation Tax returns and assistance thereon

INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.
Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on 01902 897141 or e-mail benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk.

* Following the Battle of Worcester in 1651 members of the defeated Royalist
army scattered throughout the local countryside pursued by the victorious
Roundheads. One of the Royalists was found hiding in a tavern on the outskirts
of Kinver but, despite being substantially outnumbered he put up a brave fight,
injuring one of the soldiers. Once overcome, though, he was strung up on a
large elm tree outside the tavern—which stood on what is now known as
Gallows Hill.

* In September 1931 a Hawker Hart two-seater RAF aircraft was forced to make an
emergency landing at Halfpenny Green airfield. Having brought the aircraft safely
to the ground the pilot, 21 year old Donald Hylland of the 33rd Squadron based at
RAF Bicester, had to take further action to avoid running into a hedge. Despite still
moving at a relatively fast speed he applied the wheel brakes which caused the
aircraft to overturn, smashing the propeller and damaging the wings and tail.
Hylland himself escaped with just a minor cut on his face.

* Prior to Victorian times most houses were built with chimneys but without
pots on top. This was because the fires were mainly wood rather than coal
burning. In Victorian times the more wealthy started to burn coal in their
grates and pots had to be added to vent the excess sulphur fumes. Another
clue to the standing of householders in the social scale was whether or not they
had a front garden. Houses with even a very small space between the front
door and the pavement were thought considerably more prestigious than
those with no garden.
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Divorce can be difficult
We make it easier

Our family law solicitors
will help you move

forward with clarity and
confidence

Call us on:
01384 888 771

for expert advice

813 High Street Lu Waldrons

Kingswinford | DY6 8AD Solicitors
waldrons.co.uk | 01384 888 771 Supportive Legal Experts | Trusted Since 1867

Waldrons Solicitors Ltd is Authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. SRA Number: 564439
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MT SKI

mT.
@ U Fill em
A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off,
all ready for immediate delivery at prices
yo cor heat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy,
yo fill em they MT um....
They will even wait while yo load it!

= MT,.. =

"
£ U FILL UM WE MT UML,."




PS LT
e MT um

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability — Reliability and a first-rate customer service.

Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK.

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100%
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It's easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive
guides packed with tlps about the dos and don'ts of booklng o] sk|p

i .:-r-..-..:..

ll’l!
mlj\rwrmwﬁ
= Qi - 240050

M T SKIPS
01284 240056

]

Spot the yellow car, send us a
photo and get £10.00 off
(offer ends 315 May 2026)

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!
dlands DY2 8QX. Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774 f
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ST GEORGE’S GUILD

In the 1870s John Ruskin, art critic and social reformer promoted a
scheme called St George’s Guild to get factory workers from the cities
back into farming communities. His idea was to set up a completely
new village using families who had been living in the industrial sub-
urbs and to make it self-supporting. He also believed that rather than
money all trading should use simply bartering to determine the value
of goods. At first he looked at setting up this experiment at a site
between Wombourne and Bobbington. Indeed, at a speech in
Birmingham, he even announced that the site had been acquired.

At that meeting George Baker, a previous Mayor of Birmingham was
fascinated by the idea and immediately offered Ruskin the use of 7
acres of land just north of Bewdley. (In 1877 George Baker increased his gift to 20 acres). He
was obviously very persuasive as Ruskin immediately abandoned his plans near Wombourne
and set about establishing the community just outside Bewdley. A total of eight families
originally moved onto the site and, whilst initially things went well, soon it began to fail. The
local population of Bewdley and Far Forest did not take kindly to the newcomers and soon
friction led to a number of the families abandoning the project and moving back to Birmingham.

TOTAL MOBILITY

by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)
TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.POWERLINKMOBILITY.CO.UK

FULLRANGE + ROLLATORS

" OF MOBILITY
8 AIDS AVAILABLE + TRI WALKERS

LEEE + STAIRLIFTS
+ WHEELCHAIRS

£ + ADJUSTABLE BEDS
+ RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
(NEW & PRE-OWNED)

FROM
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“TEURO DISTRIBUTION UK LTD™E

Welcome to Euro Van Centre

With over 20 years experience in commercial vehicle sales,
we offer a tailored service unrivalled by others.

We specialise in providing high quality vehicles at competitive prices and can source
any requirements, should we not currently stock what you are looking for.

We can provide a free valuation, should you be looking to part exchange
and offer a three month warranty period from point of purchase.

Call our team to discuss your requirements further.

Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford

DY6 7BD

. 01384732128

0 07399219806 Monday - Friday 08:30 - 17:00
™ sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk Saturday - Appointment only
@ www.eurodistributionukltd.co.uk Sunday - Closed
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* In January 1886 Joseph Bond, a licensed victualler of Church Lane, Tipton
appeared at Wolverhampton Police Court charged with unlawfully and
maliciously publishing a defamatory libel concerning the Hon Philip James
Stanhope of Wombourne, the unsuccessful candidate in a recent Parliamentary
election in Wednesbury. One of the mainstays of Stanhope’s manifesto was
that he wanted pensions banned. Just a few days before the election Bond
distributed several thousand leaflets saying that in fact Stanhope had received
a pension of £2,000 from the Navy. This was completely erroneous, a fact that
Bond later admitted and for which he apologised. In the light of the apology
Stanhope said that he was prepared to drop the case but the stipendiary
magistrate said he thought that it was such an important case and such deceits
were becoming so commonplace during electioneering that the Public
Prosecutor should consider pursuing it. The case was therefore adjourned
(although later it was abandoned).

* The Rev. William John Heale was Wombourne’s longest serving vicar, having been
in the post for 49 years between the years of 1849 and 1898. A graduate of Oxford
University, he felt that the existing St Benedict Biscop Church was not suitable for
the growing population of the area and so he engaged an Oxford architect, George
Street, to demolish most of the existing building and replace it with a larger church.
This new building was consecrated by the Bishop of Rochester in 1867. Rev. Heale
was also responsible for the rebuilding of the church’s vicarage and schoolroom as
well as being instrumental in setting up the parishes of Trysull and Swindon.

“ TREE FELLING

@ CROWN REDUCTIONS
¢ HEDGE TRIMMING

¢ STUMP GRINDING

@ JUNGLES CLEARED

GORNAL -~

TREE & GARDEN caALLTODAY git}%ﬁ
FOR A FREE ulias
SERVICES NPTC

QUOTATION

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Tel: 01384 830384 Mob: 07860 851017
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¥y XK
The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week
Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas
Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars
Over 500 products in stock
Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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Our very good friends at Prestwood Cave
Nursery have very kindly provided the prize
for this month’s competition. Our two lucky
winners will each win a 14" Hanging Basket.

Will you be a lucky winner?!
Please note, only one entry per person —
multiple entries will not be entered into the draw.

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with
PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square
(spelt forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all — or it
may be misspelt! Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below
and send it to us. Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the
closing date of Friday, 22" May 2026. Good luck!

CHARTITYTY HIDDEN WORDS
1. STONEWARE
S TFI1IGNSUPP 2. POTS
3. GIFTS
T PS EL A S R S 4.CHARITY
OMY UOULHET 1V | 5. PLANT
6. SALES
N ORLCUZPRSE I8 - [OCAL
E CE A A UTK 0| 8. PRESTWOOD
9. VALUE
WPKV LS BWS V' H 0. BASKETS
A PCONESOA \y(| 11. COMPOST
12. WICKER
RMICOOYVOB Ul 13. CONES
EOWTPOTS STUDM < | 14. SUMMERTIME
15. SHRUBS
M CGNTINEDR C| 16. MOSS
MISSING WORD: NAME:
ADDRESS:
POSTCODE: TEL NO:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND TO: PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Your local independent nursery - As we grow... grow with us'

Spring has arrived
at Prestwood Cave
Nursery :
Our nursery opening times :
are OPEN DAILY 10am g

until 4pm (except closed
on Wednesdays).

‘Call and speak to Paul on:
C 7703 529004 for

Summer bedding and basket plug W&

plants available from middle of ?éﬂii!?::

March through until end of April. “ /@

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com

A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN
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THE SENTENCE OF THE COURT

Almost two hundred years ago courts never bothered with

‘community sentences’ or ‘conditional charges’. Criminals convicted
of theft, for example, were much more likely to—at best be deported
to Australia or often sentenced to death. For example , in March 1831
John Swatkins (22) , Thomas Lloyd (53) and Thomas Timins (19)
were each sentenced to death for “maliciously and feloniously setting
afire a stack of barley) belonging to Richard Williams of Wombourne.
A similar sentence was handed down a year later when Thomas Scriven of Himley was
found guilty of stealing one ewe sheep from Thomas Chadwick of Kingswinford.

More common in those days, however, was transportation to Australia. In 1883 William
Walker (42) was sentenced to Stafford Assizes of stealing sheep at Wombourne, the property
of William Perry. He was transported for life. A Wombourne resident, John Jones, was
convicted of pickpocketing William Wells at Wolverhampton races and was sentenced to
seven years transportation. This was the same sentence given to George Allen (13) who stole
a pair of boots. Between 1787 and 1868 (when transportation finished) well over 162,000

men, women and children had been taken to Australia.
Until 1842 most went to New South Wales whilst for the following 25 years they were sent

to Van Diemens Land (Tasmania).

Tel: 01902 894613

S P I N E S 45 Planks Lane, Wombourne, WV5 8DX
Email: spinesclinic@hotmail.co.uk

PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC  Web: www.spinesphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk

a\\\\\\lll,\\m\\\\\\\\)t\\\\\w”lhm“

Treatments offered include Physiotherapy,
Acupuncture, Exercise, Electrotherapy
and Massage.

Clinic established in Wombourne in 1990.
Medico Legal work undertaken.
Recognised by most major Insurance Companies.
Member of the Health Professionals Council.

(\
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Ve -

CATERING

FOR HOME & OFFICE
=~y=

| Tel: 01902 896170 , Mob: 07721 754000

LUNCH & DINNER PARTIES COCKTAIL PARTIES

BUSINESS LUNCHES + AFTERNOON TEAS < WEDDINGS
FUNERALS ¢« HOT & COLD BUFFETS ¢ FREEZER FILLING

Email: maryhermansmith@btinternet.com

c~o www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk ¢

solicitors

Legal services are better local

Wills | Lasting Power Of Attorney | Probate

Brierley Hill 01384 79731 \Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk | info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk
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WINES: SOME OF ENGLAND’S STILL AND
SPARKLING FAVOURITES
A review by Trevor Langley

Multi award-winning Denbies Wine Estate (Est. 1986) is located in Surrey. Utilising several grape
varieties, Denbies produces both high-quality still and sparkling wines. My votes (Still):

DENBIES FLINT VALLEY (11.5% vol). This dry white wine pleases
on the nose with fresh citrus notes that carry through to the flavour.
Splendid with poached and smoked salmon.

- DENBIES SURREY GOLD (11% vol) is a medium-dry, white wine and
is good for the nasal senses, with the fragrant bouquet enticing to the
floral/fruit hints for the mouthfeel and the palate’s delight. Pairs very well
with foods of a spicy nature, including many Asian dishes of cuisine.

e If a ‘pink’ wine is required, I would like to suggest DENBIES ROSE
5_@ HILL (11% vol). Summer fruits come to mind for this easy-drinking
“~ JAU"  delectation, which I found refreshing and great to add colour to a dining
f . table, as well as for al fresco occasions. A fantastic accompaniment to
. ' salads and white meats. My votes (Sparkling, aged, bottle-fermented):

#
(GREENFIELDS

a/ DENBIES GREENFIELDS (12% vol). The colour of golden-straw
entices to the aroma and the tasting — an excellent example of a sparkling

#% " wine. Crisp, rich and with an extended palate.

*

DENBIES WHITEDOWNS BRUT (12.5% vol) is very popular, satisfying a lot of sparkling
preferences and tastes. With fresh, ripe fruits evident for the mouthfeel, I found this production to be
crisp and most pleasurable.

DENBIES CUBITT BLANC DE BLANCS (12% vol) is a much sought-after sparkling production
from this company, which is only produced in the best of seasons. The quality is very much appreciated
by many. The bouquet is pleasant and appealing, then, the taste buds are activated, continuing on, to a
grand finish.

For all information about Denbies, including stockists, wine tastings, forthcoming events, Denbies
restaurants, hotel, loyalty club, tours, weddings/receptions and a lot more, please make contact and/or
visit their website, which I found very interesting.

Denbies Wine Estate, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6AA. Tel: 01306 876616. E-mail:
info@denbiesvineyard.co.uk Web: www.denbies.co.uk

: ; As always,
COMING UP IN THE | i
JUNE EDITION: o« Oy
WINES: SOME FAVOURITES OF LEBANON E \ - T
b 2 Trwor Langley
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BARBER ) SHOP

“Where Detail Makes a Difference”
01902 897899

We now offer Groom'’s Party
edding Preparation Package

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY — 8.30AM - 5.30PM
THURSDAY — 8.30AM - 5.30PM
FRIDAY — 8.30AM - 6.00PM (/
SATURDAY — 7.30AM - 4.00PM
SUNDAY — CLOSED

4A STATION ROAD, WOMBOURNE WV5 9EL

% Philbarber92@gmail.com (@ pr_barbershop f PRbarbershop o} PhilTHEBarber
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@ PAINTING & DECORATING
@ HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

(&) LOCKS & SAFE FITING LOCKS & MAINTENANCE LTD
(ZJ GENERAL MAINTENANCE 07876 612785

FREE QUOTES
FULLY INSURED

ADAMS

@ FENCING & GARDENING

The Church Register for Wombourne for 1636 shows that: “In this yeare
happened a terrible fire at Swindon which in the space of one houre consumed and
burnt downe seaven dwelling houses and other buildings, together with a great
quantity of corne, wool, bedding, brasse, pewter, wearing apparel, implements of
husbandry and other things to the value of two thousand pounds and upwards.

The fire happened as it pleased God, through sparkes flying out of Mr Lidiat’s
Forge which settled on the thatch of John Mathew’s barne and being carried with
a great winde, it was so sudden and unresistable that it could not be quenched. It
happened upon the 16th Jun about three of the clock in the afternoon.”

The Wodehouse Mill dates back to at least 1570 when it was used as a corn mill.

In the mid 17th century it was converted into a malting mill for about 20 years before
it reverted to milling corn. In 1814 it suffered a serious fire and it was not until 1840
that it was rebuilt and restored to work, this time as a mill for cattle feed. It
continued in this role until 1976 when it finally closed.

In 1956 the old Brierley Hill Secondary Technical School became Brierley
Grammar School For Boys and a number of pupils from Wombourne,

Swindon and Himley would make the long journey there and back for the next
five years of their lives. In the same year Ounsdale Comprehensive School in
Wombourne opened—and was an immediate success. In fact, over the next few
years its reputation was such that a number of prospective pupils were sent to
live with grandparents and other relatives in the area in order to qualify for a
place at the school.

’s a fact
) o ) o
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NEW ROOFS - DRY RIDGE SYSTEM ER ROOFS
FELT FLAT ROOFING - FIBREGLASS ROOFING — ROOF REPAIRS mﬂm .

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION “<===

07973 116 365 - 07739 564 133
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THE WOMBOURNE MURDERER

In mid June 1839 Christine Collins left Preston aboard a
canal barge called ‘The Staffordshire Knot’ en-route for
joining her husband in London.

Unfortunately for her the crew of the barge—Captain
James Owen, William Lambert, George Dobell—
proved to be less than welcoming and by the time that
the vessel had reached Rugeley there were reports of
arguments between the crew and their passenger who

. . . Life on the canals is now a lot less
had locked herself in the cabin. The lock-keeper and his  gungerous than it was in the 1830s and the

wife at Hoo Mill Locks also witnessed an apparent canal network is now used primarily for

struggle between a woman and a man on the towpath. leisure.

The barge’s cabin boy—12 year old Isaac Munn—then told one of the lock-keepers that
Mrs Collins had disappeared and that it was assumed that she had fallen overboard. The
lock-keeper immediately reported this to the authorities who decided to drag the canal.
Within hours they had found the body of Christine Collins weighted down with a length of
chain which was quickly identified as having been on ‘the Staffordshire Knot’. Not
surprisingly a man-hunt started for the three crew members.

George Dobell was also known as George Thomas and his family home was at Smestow
Bridge near Wombourne. This was searched but no sign of him was found - which was not
surprising especially as there was an outstanding warrant for his arrest on poaching charges
dating back from 1827. William Ellis, however, was caught and he told the police about a
secret hiding place in the house. A second search not only found the hiding place but also a
very dishevelled George Dobell and George Thomas as well. The three crew members were
taken to Stafford Gaol and their trial took place in April 1840. All three were found guilty
and condemned to death. Although Ellis was later given a reprieve the other two were
hanged, with a crowd estimated at 10,000 witnessing the spectacle. The hanging was carried
out by Calcraft, the High Executioner assisted by George Smith of Dudley. Interestingly,
Colin Dexter re-worked this story in his book *The Wrench Is Dead’ one of the Inspector
Morse mysteries.

- SAM BATES Bl 5 50y YoUR UNWANTED
Granite Quartz | [ECISIBO R0 YOV Y|

( _Bespoke Worktops
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Lower Gornal,

E
Dudley DY3 2DZ . ]eweller y, watches, coins - appomtmentc welcome}

Tel: 01384 985923 Mobile: 07956 872130
Call for a Free Survey

Call Sam: 07956 872130
it 4, HoIIoway Street West, Gornal DY3 ZD,ED
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Your Dream Bathroom Awaits

At Round Oak Interiors, we're a family-run business with over 20
years of experience creating stunning bathrooms, bedrooms, and
kitchens. Visit our showroom, meet the team, and see how we can
bring your dream bathroom to life. From budget-friendly options to
luxurious suites, we have styles to suit every price point, without
ever compromising on quality.

Visit Us At Call - 01384 837527
141 Duc”ey Road, Email - Round0511{interiors@'gmailrom
DY5 1HG Web - www.roundoakinteriors.co.uk
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ALITTLE BIT ABOUT
VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINE

With our new readers in mind we thought that we would include a few
facts and figures about the magazine.

* VILLAGE VOICE has been published since 2005 and in that time we have
distributed more than 2 million copies of the magazine.

* We publish three separate editions — Sedgley/Gornal/Coseley/Tipton and
Kingswinford/Wall Heath/Wordsley as well as this one.

* The majority of our magazines are delivered door-to-door in the appropriate
areas. Our distributors strive to ensure that all magazines reach their
correct destination and alter the distribution pattern each month in order
that we reach a wider circulation.

* We are always happy to include details of clubs, societies and charities
(space permitting and if non profit making)) without charge. Our contact
details are on page 3.

* Not only are our advertising rates extremely competitive but we do not insist
on rolling contracts or pre-payment.

* We offer a free design service for all advertisers who do not have their own
artwork.
* We still have a number of advertisers who have been with us since our very

first edition back in January 2005.

. Whenever possible we aim to have editorial taking up at least a third of the
magazine, ensuring it is much more than just pages full of advertisements.

* We always have a competition with a range of excellent prizes including
family tickets to many of the top entertainment venues in the area.

Gail Smith
Telephone: 01384 866688 : Mobile: 0781 7904477

Email: villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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Go West

TICKETS AT:

gigantic

Village Voice Community Magazines

SAT 19TH DEC
WWW.THEROBIN.CO.UK

£) @THEROBINVENUE
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ON THE HOME FRONT

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

tuart’s Handyman Services
A handy man to know!”

Carpentry
Household DIY
Kitchen and Bathroom fitting
Plumbing and ground-works

Tiling walls and floors...

Experienced kitchen & bathroom fitter. Jobs small or large, reliable and
good quality work carried out. For free quotes call Stuart Phillips on

Phone 01746 768840 Email:stuart@stuartshandymanservices.co.uk
Mobile 07818 883757 Website:www.stuartshandymanservices.co.uk

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK

Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com

INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS

SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS
ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV

INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

millennium garage

SMESTOW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,

WOMBOURNE WV5 8AY

Established 1986
SPECIALIST IN ALTERNATOR & STARTER MOTORS

MOT TESTS £40 + NO RETEST FEE
Free local collection service available
OE QUALITY PARTS USED

01902 894978

*SHAGEY,DDG

A complete range of Grooming Services for

all sizes of Dogs & Cats :

« Pick - up & Drop - off Service

* Home Visits

+ We also have a great range of gifts at our three shops
SEDGLEY GARDEN VILLAGE PLAZA MALL

Bilston Street Bridgnorth Road, Dudley Market
DY3 A Shipley WV6 7EZ Place

call: 01902 661377 or 07848 039795

DoY) walidny fi ALK

2P 142 - :

Day| wj‘iﬂi‘,.j J"_ijﬂy Lde
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BERESFORD
PLASTERING

@ BERESFORD_PD &) 07533613281

CLEAN & CARE 4U
deancaresumgmxconk DOMESTIC CLEANING

CLEAN&CARE . pusting/Vacuuming/Mopping
* Kitchens & Bathrooms

' « Interior Glass & Mirrors
CLEANING & CARE
[ e+ Changing Bedding/Laundry
» Meal Preparation/Doing Dishes
4u

» Companionship
Find us on Facebook * Personal Care
cleanandcaresu « Medication Reminder

07598 299726

VS dnadlad

all 97399001983

We Build It Ltd

ution sewage sy

We Build It Ltd is a family-run business based in Shropshire.
Manufacturer of the Bio-Pure Sewage Treatment System
Suitable for both residential and commercial applications

We offer servicing contracts for all makes and models of
sewage treatment systems and pumpstations

Our services help ensure compliance with Environment Agency
regulations and support your Consent to Discharge obligations.

58 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

07879 073702

WOMBOURNE TYRES

A family run business

Efficient service with competitive prices

S+ We offer tyre repairs and maintenance
Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available All Brands available

Any Car

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 callout charges apply

01902 896 166 — Hours 9am-5pm

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the British Association

of Foot Health Professionals
* Neuropathy awareness v
assessments made
 Nail Cutting - Fungal Nails
« Corns and Callous
 Ingrown Toenails
« Verrucae » Home Visits Only
Supporting diabetes & Arthritis
Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

o

* NO FIX - NO FEE
« FULLY INSURED
+ AFFORDABLE

+ COLLECTION / DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

« FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk

E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk T: 07867 460 705

Ashley Re

"/ Emergency &
( Sockets & Lighting
 Fault Finding & Repairs

07736 5

= arsparkselectrical@g
ﬂ @arsparkselectrical . ©) @ars

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS HERE?
THE COST?

JUST £10 + VAT
PER MONTH

CALL GAIL ON 0781 790 4477
TO BOOK YOUR SPACE
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Zero Dry Time:

Zero Dry Time specialise in DRY carpet
and upholstery cleaning, hard floor
cleaning and leather restoration.

It’s carpet cleaning but not as you know it.....

The ‘on your hands and knees, scrubbing and
carrying dirty water’ is a thing of the past. With
the advancements of new technology and products,
Zero Dry Time have developed a robust cleaning
system that will enable us to give you.... the
customer, what you deserve when having your
carpets cleaned.

Dry Carpets and Upholstery ready for immediate
use with no fuss — what’s not to like?!

At Zero Dry Time we have developed our own
range of products that have been tested to industry

standards. All our products are child and pet
friendly.

s

Some of these fantastic products are also now available as
maintenance products for you to purchase and use within
your home/business, keeping your carpets and upholstery
fresh between cleans with ‘UNBELIEVABLE
RESULTS’.

» Pongo and Pongo 4 Pets — a multi-purpose extreme
odour eliminator — 4 in 1 product saving you time and
money

* Like Magic dry foam spray — a multi-purpose unique
dry foam, fantastic at removing stains and refreshing
carpets and furniture, leaving them smelling amazing!

* Like Magic Spot & Stain remover — unbelievable stain
removal spray for use on carpets and fabric upholstery

* Tile and Hard Floor Maintainer — keep your tiles,
grout and wooden floors looking like new with this
fantastic product.

These products range in price from £5 to £12.95 each
with free delivery We are also now proud stockists of
unbelievable sanitising products for your home, office,
and your car.

Please contact Chris and the team to order yours now and
make the switch to making your busy lifestyle a lot easier!

Zero Dry Time was established in the local area 8
years ago and offers a free no obligation quote on all
flooring and upholstery cleaning and restoration
requirements. Call Chris in Kingswinford on

0800 180 4981

zero (ﬂl"vi tlmﬂ

N
nrv carnet cleanlng s m""".m'wm
&,
n
-

Leather Cleaning
Specialists

Restoration & Recolouring
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Imagine zerodry flme

rv carn et Dry Carpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Cleaners

| Specialists
Restoration & Recolouring

800M80[49
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Castle Blinds & Awnings are a family run business
with over 25 years experience. They have
extensive knowledge in being able to deliver a
quality service to both residential and commercial
properties and their blinds and shutters have even
appeared on television! Their main showroom is
based in Kingswinford and they have a
manufacturing facility based in Brierley Hill
where everything is custom made to the highest
specification.

There is a wide variety awaiting you at Castle Blinds so if you are looking for new blinds or awnings
then your first stop must be their extensive showroom in Stream Road which is a veritable Aladdin’s
cave of blinds, shutters and canopies together with over 2000 specially selected fabrics to choose from.

There was a time when a blind was just a blind but not so any more! The choice is endless from
Venetian, UPVC, Roman, Parasols, Conservatory shading and fly screens to name but a few.
Motorisation is also an option.

With the summer months fast approaching it is time to start thinking about Conservatory Shading and
Parasols and not forgetting fly screens. Castle Blinds
will be able to help you every step of the way to ensure
that you make the perfect choice for your home.

Brian Jones is keen to explain that customer service is
always at the top of the list and that they pride
themselves on offering an unrivalled service and old-
“+= fashioned loyalty to all customers which far extends
beyond just the purchase of a product—their after sales service is second to none. Home visits are an
essential part of the process and these can be booked at a convenient time for you—it is the perfect
time for you to talk to one of the team and explain exactly what you are looking for. Rest assured, they
are always fully prepared with brochures and samples for you to look at so that you make the right
design choice for your home.

Castle Blinds prides itself on having a strong reputation for
offering a complete service from product choice through to
installation—their expert fitters will be on hand throughout to
talk you through the process to ensure that the end product is
nothing less than perfect. For your peace of mind there is also a
5 year guarantee on every product.
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS
bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

SALE NIIW ON

Il

.;..'I”!'."IHHHJ"H

ERCRESSIONS
prAURaVLON)
alhigs"

-

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

72 zigbee

Compatible Solutions

Wz_ A0 years of innovative, safe sun protection 2
30 years of happy and satisfied customers /
N /(Sodsn B Wmté a proemise:

1993 | 2023
CALL US ON 01384 273769

VISIT US IN STORE STREAM ROAD, KINGSWINFORD DY6 SNT

GE™

|
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W Foot Health Care

e Nails trimmed

Treatment carried
out in the comfort
of your own home.

Home visits £30
no hidden costs.

e Corn Removal
e Callus Reduction

I have 15 years
experience in foot
health care and
hold a current
DBS certificate.

When Henry Antrobus, Rector of Himley, died in
1766 his will was full of charitable requests—and
a couple of threats. The churchman requested that
he was buried in the same grave as his mother in St
Edmunds Church, Dudley ands that a marble mon-
ument be affixed to the wall with the inscription
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of who I am chief’. He asked that his estate at
Hokeham (Oakham) be sold and a sum of £600 be
put to a pay a school mistress to teach 40 poor girls
of the parish of Dudley to read, sew and knit. In
addition some of that money should be put aside to
clothe the girls and buy books for their education.
Antrobus was obviously a relatively wealthy man
as he had another property in Rowley Regis and he
gave orders for this to be sold and the money used
to clothe six poor men every 1st November.
Finally he requested that the rest of his money
should go towards the building of a gallery within
St Edmunds Church.

Lisa Culbard s e v 3

Fully Qualified and Insured
| Foot Health Practitioner

e Thick Nails Reduced

e Ingrown Toe Nails Treated
e Treatment of Fungal Infections
e Foot Health checks | Advice on Foot Care %

Don’t suffer with painful feet.
Look after them and they will look after you! &

A

v

Surprisingly he
made no
provision for any
of his money to
be left to Himley
church. The "
threats in the
will were aimed
firmly at the
executrix of
Antrobus’ will,
Elizabeth Perry.

Although he was Rector of Himley,

He made it Henry Antrobus left most of his
abundantly clear  money to St Edmunds Church in
that if she did Dudley

not fulfil the

requests in his will without delay then “she must
answer it at the dreadful day of judgement”. On
a more practical level he also paid a solicitor
friend to check that she did fulfil them!

64
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*YOUR TIME IS OUR TIME »

Caring for our community
and here for your loved ones

The team at Jennings are dedicated to serving our local communities with
passion and pride. We are here to help you by providing you with the
highest standards of funeral care, listening carefully to your requests
and creating a heartfelt tribute to your loved one.

JENNINGS:

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

11 High Street, 3 High Street, Church Road,
Wednesfield WV11 1ST Sedgley DY3 1RP Wombourne WV5 9EZ
01902 723237 01902 661137 01902 898103

12 The Woodlands Centre, 484 Stafford Road, Jamieson Court,
Wood Lane, Oxley WV10 6AN 50/52 Wellington Road,
Willenhall WV12 5ND 01902 786795 Bilston WV14 6AG
01922 712153 6-7 The Square, 01902 491443
276-278 Penn Road, Codsall WV8 1PT St.James House,
Penn WV4 4AD 01902 845770 Horseley Fields WV1 3DN
01902 330357 01902 352251
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(et rid of your
Flat Koot worries |

ALL ASPECTS OF
ROOFING COVERED
FULLY INSURED



ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER?

One question that I am frequently asked is whether I can supply the names of speakers—granted
there are a lot of names available via the internet but what if you are not well versed in computers?
Over the course of the next few months we will be providing the names and details of various local
speakers. So, if you are a speaker and would like to be included free of charge in this feature, then
please email your details together with a current photograph to Gail at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

MICHELE BIRCH BARRY PICKEN

Michele offers a varied range of talks. She draws || Barry has been giving talks
on her own family history by way of using family || to local clubs and societies

links and demonstrations of Japanese gift for over 20 years and covers

wrapping techniques—this is a popular talk a variety of topics currently
towards Christmas time especially. including:

She also has a great interest in poppies—glass 'Red Flowers and a Bag of

fantasy film demonstrations and an involvement || Old Bones' - the story of the
in poppy displays. This is a highly popular talk || Poppy and the Tomb of the
towards November. Unknown Warrior

Another talk is the power of colour and their ‘The Habsbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the
affects on people suffering with mental health || Romanovs - from obscurity to oblivion'
issues. A further talk is ‘Food and Your Mood’

which looks at the effect of food on our mood

and why it is so important to eat healthily.

'They took their Lifeboat to the top of the
mountain’ - the Lynmouth Lifeboat January 1899
As well as being a health and wellbeing tutor for 'Edith Cavell - heroine or spy'
adult education Michele is also a life coach 'Railway wagon 132’ - who were the three most
offering talks on positive thinking, resilience, important people to be carried in a goods wagon
motivation and self-esteem. She also offers the

opportunity to tailor her talks to cater for any All of the talks are given with a power point

given audience and is more than happy to talk to || Presentation
organisers about their requirements. For availability, please talk to Barry
For availability, please contact Michele either by email at:
either by email at: bpicken119@aol.com
michelebirch6@gmail.com or
or telephone on 0791 853 2284 Telephone 07940 743807

KATE ROUND : Kate has been doing talks to local clubs and societies for over
15 years, on behalf of Dudley Museums Service, and is based at the iconic Red House
Glass Cone, the home of Stuart Crystal. Kate talks about the glass industry, the
artistry, and legacy of cut-glass, and the lives and skills of the people who made it.
Check out her website https://kateround.com/

All of her talks are listed with a description of content and all are presented
with slides. For availability, please talk to Kate either by email at:

kateround.round@gmail.com or telephone on 07968 396679
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JOHN HOMER - KAREN EVANS
A BLACK COUNTRY After completing a History degree
BLOKE! Karen taught in primary schools

For many years he has &
been involved with West #
Bromwich Albion, the

Albion Foundation and
the Black Country things genealogical. Her love and enthusiasm for
Living Museum, and is history was the impetus for her talks be it

also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF Regency dancing or using DNA in her own

AND I” group which is a dementia support research. Karen’s talks include:

group for carers.

before retiring in 2015. She then
wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books
for the History Press and she is

currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an
He is a speaker on everything and anything to 1823 murder in her family which sent her on a
do with the Black Country and local football. thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery.
‘Where does my family come from?’ -
Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this
talk covers areas such as understanding how
the test works in very general terms.
‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every
savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but
what would he have seen in the ballrooms of
Telephone: 01384 236827 the day?

Mobile: 07818 291578

Email: johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes,
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country
and life in general!

For further details of talks available please
contact John either by:

For a full list of talks available and availability
please contact Karen on 07462 801829 or email
her at karenevansdna@gmail.com

4 ALAN PEACE: Alan began his working life as a printer but has also been a

&l youth worker and a professional climbing instructor. His high altitude climbing
career has sent him around the world to places such as The Alps, Russia, Argentina,
Norway, Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and Mongolia. He spent 10 years as a volunteer
lorry driver with the German Red Cross delivering humanitarian aid throughout Eastern Europe and
for 27 years was the Senior Warden of the Himley Park estate near Dudley. He is an Ambassador
and volunteer fundraiser for Cancer Research UK and a local councillor and in his spare time he
skippers a 70 foot narrowboat running day trips.

Himley Hall—Past, Present and Future—Concentrating mainly upon the social history of the
Himley estate and the many notable people who have visited.

Never Work with Children or Animals (by the man who has done both and survived!) - an
anecdotal and light-hearted look at some of the comical situations Alan has found himself in
during 40 years of working with both children and animals!

The 1000km Stroll—backpacking the South West Coast Path—Back in May 2021 Alan travelled
to Minehead in Somerset to begin backpacking the 1000km long South West Coast Path in aid of
Cancer Research.—an eight week expedition and the follow-up expedition the reverse way in 2022.
For a full list of talks and availability please contact Alan on
07791 900445 or email him at alrobpeace@btinternet.com
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1. (i) Need and Knead 4. The answer is 10 minutes and 24 seconds—
(ii) Mare and Mayor but the explanation would take a page in itself so
(iii) Hungary and Hungry you’ll have to take our word for it!

(iv) File and Phial

(v) Ode and Owed 5. A: Painless operation

B: No pain, no gain

2. Neither. Six and seven make 13 not 14! 6. The odds are 1 in 2 or 50%. The number

showing on the first die is not of consequence.
3. 24. Ttis actually a lot more simple than itat ~ Whether it is even or odd the chance of it being
the opposite on the second die (thereby ensuring
the total is odd) is still just 1 in 2.

first seems. Each hen lays an
egg and a half and therefore
each lays four eggs in six
days—and six hens would
therefore lay 24 eggs in six days.

] WATCH OUT _
B

. . 3 -l
~¢0MPETITION WINNERS '
1'he answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the APRIL edition was PAINTS
e - which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who each receive a .
- . £50.00 B&Q GIFT VOUCHER are: . £ |
. E’ - MRS J. BRITTON of BILSTON and 2 -,:‘ =
i E RACHEL JEWELS of KINVER - <
o E:
- . You -’éan finﬂ this month’s competition on page 46. - \ “
) .
E: PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed - muIHpIe entries will be dlsqualmed~
’ - Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date. -

Pattingham Drama presents

l ' ] (umedyr adapted from Moliere by Roger McGough

13th to 16th May 2026 at 7.30 pm - Pattingham Village Hall

Tickets £1 2 online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/pattingham-drama
or phone line: 0333 666 4466
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OR WHATEVER by John Sparry
“Beware! It’s the ‘AbramMen’”’

By 1403—Henry IV had won the Battle of Shrewsbury, although possibly hiding under the refectory
table when the log-man came round for his money.— a religious house, St Mary of Bethlehem, founded
in Bishopsgate, London, in 1247, had been converted to a home for the insane.

Those inmates considered not too out of order or control—of the ‘Abraham’ Ward—were allowed to
go out begging in order to add a little more to their meagre diet.

As always, the rogues, and those known as ‘canting coves’ (whining thieves) thought ‘this could keep
us in the manner to which we ought to be
accustomed.” Today, in order to save time
they mainly use the phone.

“Ar tell you what, lads, we’ll pretend we’re
maniacs—some of us won’t need to do
much acting—an’ we’ll go around a-
whining’ we’re from Bedlam.” (This was
the corrupted pronunciation of Bethlehem,

I X : the previously mentioned hospital).

& A ==t “An’ we’ll be sure to scare ‘em” - to be

J v | topical read scam—"an’ they’ll come across
Y with the old spondulicks” (one wonders
whether Henry IV was considering joining
them).

7 And so the Abram’men pursued their
. : D {I\ / dreaded vagabondage around England:
g 1A W) “With a sigh like Tom O’ Bedlam’ wrote
¥ Will Shakespear in King Lear. The ‘Sham
5 f |.f y 'I Abram Coves’ would have ensured that Ann
| 8 Kl ) Hathaway kept her cottage door bolts well-
y £ » oiled.
Due to my shaky handwriting,
e T : gt > for ‘Rover’ in the April issue
¥ JCJ " : please read ‘Roller’ - the slang

for a Rolls Royce which
Mr Geoff Cookson could not
countenance.

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath
Mobile: 07831 342209

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!)
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For hundreds of years Penn Common has been an area
well known to residents of Wombourne as well as the
neighbouring areas of Sedgley and Wolverhampton.

In the early 19th century the centre of the Common was
used as a racecourse with horses coming from all across
the Midlands to take part in the two-day race meetings
held several times a year. By the end of the century,
however, horse racing had fallen out of fashion and a
group of sporting men met in 1892 to make plans to
convert much of the Common to a golf course. The
plans were agreed by the commoners and the Duke of

_E
Sedgley-Born Archie Compston was a regular
at Penn Golf Club before moving on to greater
Suthel‘land (the Lord Ofthe Manor) and il’l 1893 Work things as aprofessional at Coombe Hill Go[f

commenced on draining parts of the land and Club in Surrey where he taught King

Edward VIII to play the game. Compston
played in the first three Ryder Cup
competitions against the United States.

constructing a course. The South Staffordshire Golf
Club was formed and it became very popular. In 1908,
however, the Club moved to Tettenhall and the Penn
Gold Club was formed to run the course. In the 1920s and 1930s the Common was a popular
place for locals to take a stroll and call at one of the several pubs and tea rooms that existed.
One of the most popular was the “Turf Tavern” which overlooked the duck pond. The Turf
was kept by Daisy Collins for many years and she was just one of several well-known
characters that were associated with the Common. One of the others was “Gypsy Smith”, an
old lady who spent most of the year travelling the Midlands in her caravan but who always
; spent some of the summer months on “the
% Common”. When she died she was buried at St
W Bartholomew’s Church overlooking Penn
“ Common and it is said that her caravan and its
contents were later burned on the Common in
" accordance with Romany custom. When the
bricks were made for a specific order the name
| of the customer was stamped on each brick and
... therearestill a number of houses in the area
A postcard view of the duck pond on Penn where the name of the original owner can be seen
Common from the 1920s. on the bricks. Also on the Common was Penn
Brewery which, although initially very successful,
it was unable to compete with the rise of the larger breweries that started to appear at the
beginning of the 20th century.
Today the Common is given over almost entirely to leisure and you are more likely to bump
into a golfer than a brickmaker, or a birdwatcher than a brewery worker wandering around
what is one of the most important open spaces in the area.
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and advertise locally using

Village Yoice
—MAGAZINES—

Call today
01384 866688
07817 904477
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

BRAND NEW WEBSITE
| www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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L COMMUNITY
LIBRARY

Have you thought about volunteering? It is a
great way to meet people, make new friends
and get involved with the local community.

National Volunteers Week runs from 1-7
June, so we are celebrating this with a
Volunteers Coffee Morning on Saturday
6 June at the library. Come along between
10.00am and 12 noon to find out more about
volunteering opportunities, have a chat with
existing volunteers and try some delicious
homemade cakes! We would love to see you.

The library is located in Vicarage Drive,
Kinver DY7 6HJ, just off the High Street,
and you can call us on 01384 872348 or see
our website at

www.kinvercommunitylibrary.co.uk

at Sedgley CBmmunity'Ceﬁtrg
10am -12 noon every 3" Saturday’
at theiCoffee Mormng

'FREE ENTRY ALL WELCﬁME'

A

Penn United Reformed Church

www.pennsingers.org.uk

| ®.

Sun Moon & Stars

(Wva5qp)

Saturday July 4th 2026

£10.00 Starts at 7.30pm

Tickets: Brian - 01902 652992
Alex - 01902 338570

Jericho House

Featuring
Vocabella

THE
Penn Singers supporting J

SOCIETY

PENIN SINGERS is a Registered Charity No 503894 @ Member of the National Association of Choirs

The Penn Singers have for many years

supported local charities.
They have recently made donations
to the Black Country Mental Health
Trust and at their July concert they
will be handing over a cheque
amounting to almost £1000 to the
Acorns Children’s Hospice.
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ANOTHER HIMLEY HALL SNIPPET

From 1992-1994 Himley Hall was closed for major renovation work to be carried out
which resulted in many features and anomalies being discovered. One of those involved
the ground floor oak floorboards in the main reception area which the caretaker used to
lovingly polish. In 1947 when the coal board, who had purchased the property from the

Earl of Dudley, were carrying out work to convert the building to offices, a fire broke out
which completely destroyed the south wing. The fire began on the first floor and when the
ceiling collapsed onto the ground floor it protected the solid oak floorboards to a certain
extent. After the fire, when the clear up and rebuilding began, as the floorboards were only
scorched, the contractors simply lifted them turned them over and re-used them in order to
keep the costs down! This was only discovered in 1993 when, as part of the renovation
project, it was decided to replace the boards. The contractor carrying out the renovation
work simply cut through them with a circular saw and upon them being lifted it was
discovered that they were scorched on the underside.

Alan Peace - Himley Hall and Park Senior Warden 1985-2012

Wombourne
Women's
Institute

2ND WEDNESDAY
MONTHLY

WOMBOURNE
VILLAGE HALL

The ‘Htstory of &.)'
Wombourne WI
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. The Wombourne, Swindon, Penn & Kinver

= Pwrsi P =

30“\ Us Eve, & .
Qﬁesday L/I.Ornil?(g/ A . E - : f "

° “1' girhd llh

L0 Tl 7 Il%n N |

VLB A s
The OVER 60°s CLUB
| meet at The Green Man, High Street,
o B Swindon, Dudley DY3 4NR
: 7§ on Monday afternoons between

Coffee, Conversation & Community at Your Library
Every Tuesday, from 6™ January 1.15pm and 4.15pm

10:30— 12:00
Wombourne Library

If you are looking to meet new friends then
why not consider popping along to join this
friendly and fun loving group and enjoy tea,

Ga me o ' coffee, biscuits, bingo and a raffle.

twOmbourne L!bra For further information please contact
™ s for Board g Lorraine on 07855 200 736.
A | 3°wd e Ho"'e THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL
eFun Every W,
Wof el BE IN THE JUNE 2026
V/ =
@ g &% 2 EDITION AND THE

COPY DEADLINE IS
Monday, 18th May 2026.
Don’t forget that insertions are free if
you run a Group or Association that
is non-profit making.

Please send your details via email to

Wombourne Library Gail at
Every Wednesday 3:30pm-6:00pm villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Every Saturday 10:0D0am - 3:80pm
All Ages Welcome!
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From Pain To Do you live in the Wombourne
Possibility area? Are you interested in Crafts?

A10 Do you want to join or help set up a craft
Step Joumey group at Wombourne Library?

We’re investigating if people would like to
“':af::;:‘;se ‘:‘;::;::::'C i attend a regular craft group at Wombourne
with one of the above i Library. Groups are a great way to meet
..Sur;gf,r.'ﬁsj?,,m,wt m .|| new people, share ideas and skills and learn

2 "I‘TEL['_;':";‘:QE P, -7 new things. We’re looking for people who
your pain N A8 may wish to help look after the group or who

just wish to come along and join in.

Contact Wombourne Library on
01902 506055 or
email

Wombourne.library@staffordshire.gov.uk

NATIONAL SERVICE (RAF)
ASSOCIATION

We are a group of men who did their National Service in the RAF back in the 1950s.
We meet every month at midday on the second Tuesday of the month in the Community
Hub at RAF Cosford, Wolverhampton WV7 3EX where we have a guest speaker and
generally put the world to rights.

As we say every Remembrance Day, we who are left grow old and sadly our membership
is dwindling, but we feel that there may be readers of Village Voice who were Erks
and who might be interested in joining us for the sum of £5.00 per year. This covers

the postage of our monthly newsletter, The Erk, (for those who may be confused,
an Erk was the slang name for another rank in the RAF).

If anyone is interested, please do come along to one of our meetings where you will
receive a very warm welcome. Alternatively, please contact Gail at Village Voice
(at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk) who will pass on our contact details.
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

ACCOUNTANTS
Nicholas Barwell & Co 38
Gornal Accounting 30
BARBER SHOPS
PR Barbershop 51
Jutz Cutz 15

BEER COMPANIES

The Jinja Beer Company Ltd 45
BLINDS & AWNINGS

Castle Blinds & Awnings 62-63
CAR DETAILING

The Best Reflection 19
CARD & GIFT SHOPS

Maddie Moo’s 21
CARPET CLEANING

Zero Dry Time 60-61
CATERERS

Mary Herman-Smith 49
CLUBS

The Robin, Bilston 4&57
COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL THERAPISTS

Equanimity CBT 34
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SALES

Euro Van Centre 43
DECORATORS

M.R.W. Painting & Decorating Ltd 25
Roseville Decorators 37
DENTAL SERVICES

Willows Dental & Implant Centre ~ OBC
DIY OUTLETS

Wombourne DIY 20

DOUBLE GLAZING
Cloudy 2 Clear Windows 5

DRIVEWAYS
South Staffs Driveways & Civil
Engineer Ltd 37

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Wilf’s Electrical 18

EVENTS
Dudley Kingswinford Rugby
Football Club 35

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Jennings Funeral Directors 65

FURNITURE
Buy Sofas Direct 16-17
Dreamworld Furniture 11

GAS, PLUMBING & HEATING
Rightio Plumbing & Heating 19
Wheelers Gas, Plumbing & Heating 32

HEALTH & BEAUTY

Foot Health Care 64

Solewise Clinic 33

Spines Physiotherapy Clinic 48

Lynne Harrison Mobile Foot Health
Practitioner 13

HEARING & AUDIOLOGY
Hear in Wombourne 29

HOME CLEANING SERVICES
Lisa’s Cleaning Service 22

INTERIOR SPACES

Shawfit Interiors 10
Round Oak Interiors 55
JEWELLERY

Arthur’s Jewellers 22

KITCHEN DOORS
Dream Doors 7

LIQUOR & DRINK STORES

Wombourne Liquor & Drink IFC
LOCKS & SAFES

Adams Locks & Maintenance Ltd 52
MOBILITY

Chapter Living Solutions 13
Power Link 42
MUSIC VENUES

Katie Fitzgeralds 28
The Robin Club, Bilston 4&57
NURSERIES & PLANT CENTRES
Prestwood Cave Nursery 46-47
Beacon Nurseries & Plant Centre 30

PUBLIC HOUSES

The Red Lion 27
The Five Ways Inn 36
ROOFERS

My Clean Gutters 9
R&M Completing Roofing Specialists 23
Pedmore Roofers 53
GMD Roofing & UPVC 66-67
SKIP HIRE

M T Skips Ltd 40-41

SOLICITORS
Waldrons Solicitors 39
Stephensons Solicitors 14&49

TRAVEL
Phillips International Travel

TREE & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Tree & Landscape Specialists
Gornal Tree Services 44

WELLNESS CENTRE & RETREAT
Ajooni Retreat 31

WILL & ESTATE PLANNERS
Perfect Wills & Estate Planners  IBC

to know more
g in Village Voice
Magazine, please call Gail on

817904477

PLEASE MENTION
Yillage Voice
WHEN USING THE SERVICES

OF OUR ADVERTISERS
THANK YOU.

—— ONTHE—

HOME FRONT

PAGES 58-59
® Beresford Plastering

® Joanne Stallard
Foot Health Professional

® Sam’s Exterior Cleaning
Services

© Wombourne Tyres
® Stuart’s Handyman Services
® Orion Security Services
® We Build It Ltd
® Millennium Garage
® The Shaggy Dog
® Healing Hands Homecare
® AR Sparks Electrical
® WV5 Power Tool Repairs
® Pawfect Walks

To Advertise in Village Voice call Gail on 01384 866688 or 0781 790 4477

It’s cheaper than you thought - Prices start at just £10 (+VAT) per month!
CALL TODAY!
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Protect What Matters Most

Property Protection Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney

Peace of mind for you and security for your loved ones.
Planning ahead ensures your home, savings and personal
wishes are protected - and your loved ones are supported

-
when it matters most. ¥ Why Plan Now?

 Stay in control of your

/ﬁ\Property Protection Will future decisions
A standard will may not protect your assets or « Protect your family
ensure your wishes are carried out as intended. and loves ones
A Property Protection Will can help: « Ensure your wishes are
+ Protect your share of your home for your legally documented

chosen beneficiaries v/ Avoid unnecessary stress

+ Ensure your estate is passed on according later on

to your wishes & Who Is This For?
v Provide reassurance for married couples and families « Homeowners

v/ Reduce the risk of disputes and confusion « Want to protect family

in the future v Want trusted decision-

A Property Protection Will provides clarity, protection makers
and peace of mind. v Couples and families

Scan the QR
code to register
your information
securely for

: tailored advice.

_I_Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA)
If you become unable to make decisions for
yourself, who will manage your affairs?
Property & Financial Affairs

v/ Manage bank accounts and bills

v Deal with property matters

+ Handle pensions and finances i

Health & Welfare =

v Make decisions about daily care
and medical treatment

v Manage living arrangements

« Ensure your personal wishes
are protected

Protect your home. Protect your wishes. Protect your family.
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As much as we love to
see you, we know the
feeling isn't always
mutual.

Because, at some point

you, or someone you gggai%

care about, might need Willows Dental
a friendly, caring and sl e
available dental experi-

ence on your terms. O 1 902
As well as offering you 324230

all treatments under the

same roof, we can also ' Mon: 9am - 8pm

ide Opc fi q Tues: 9am - 8pm
provide Upc nnance an Weds: 9am - 8pm
Same day emergency Thurs: 9am - 8pm

: Fri: 9am - 8pm
appointmEiEs Weekends:  Emergencies only

So why don't you
put our number in
your phone justin
case?

01902 324230

Willows Dental ! o L www.willowsdental.co.uk
& Implant Centre -






