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Cover story

This month in our magazines we are thinking
more about birdlife and somewhat quirky garden
ornaments.

Our front cover is an arty photograph of the Great

Spotted Woodpecker, an extremely striking medium sized, black
and white bird with distinctive red markings. This species tends to
be found in all types of woodland as well as gardens and farmland
with scattered trees. Its range spans from Great Britain through to
Japan and North Africa. They spend much of their time climbing tree
trunks in order to extract insects as well as seeds, nuts and fruits.

Don't forget the birdlife in your garden this month - birds in
general are looking after their young and need as much food as
they can possibly get.

Gait
IN THIS ISSUE

8 Brainteasers
20,28,40,44 I1t’s A Fact!
18 The Sedgley & District Community Association celebrates

its 40" anniversary - read all about how it first started.

39&31 For our Wordsearch competition this month our very
good friends at Prestwood Cave Nursery have very kindly
supplied our prize. Two lucky winners will each win a
14" Hanging Basket.

45 In our Charity Focus this month we highlight the Geoff Hill
Charitable Trust.

52-53 If you are responsible within your group or association for
booking speakers then you might find this article useful.

56 Brainteasers Answers

56 Your chance to win 2 x tickets to the fabulous Robin Club
in Bilston.

57-61 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is
FRIDAY, 22" MAY 2026. Entries received after this date will not

be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, telephone
number and email address are included on your entry.
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE, FIRE OR POLICE
NON EMERGENCY—POLICE

HEALTH
NHS
RUSSELLS HALL A & E DEPT

TRAVEL

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT
NATIONAL EXPRESS COACHES
NATIONAL RAIL LINE
TRAVELINE WEST MIDLANDS

HELP LINES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
CARE & DISABILITY ADVICE LINE
CHILDLINE

SAMARITANS

STOP SMOKING HELPLINE
VICTIM SUPPORT

UTILITIES
SEVERN TRENT WATER (SEWERS)
SOUTH STAFFS WATER
(EMERGENCIES)
(LEAK LINE)
ELECTRICITY POWER Loss
GAS LEAKS

COUNCIL SERVICES

DUDLEY MBC

LIBRARIES - SEDGLEY
GORNAL
COSELEY

9990R 112
101

111
01384456111

0871 2220072
08717818181
0345748 4950
0871 200 2233

01384 482929
08080 486 486
080011 11

116 123
0300123 1044
01384241511

0800 783 4444

08003891011
0800 24 33 52
08003281111
07415 602 536

0300 555 2345

01384 812790
01384 812755
01384 812775

DON’T MISS OUT ON
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,200 copies
of this edition of Village Voice
are delivered throughout
Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley
and Tipton.

Extras are given to libraries and
selected shops in each area.
Be sure to look out for your copy.

DOYOURUNA
NON PROFIT MAKING
CLUB OR SOCIETY?
AREYOU ON THE LOCAL
COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming
events or to recruit new
members? Give us a call, send
us an email or drop us a line
here at VILLAGE VOICE - we
would love to help. See our
contact details on page 3.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline
for the JUNE 2026 edition of
VILLAGE VOICE is
MONDAY, 18" MAY 2026.
Please book your space early to
avoid disappointment.

norinvay

Auto Services “ For all your motoring needs”

MOTs and Servicing for all makes
T: 01384 241140

W : www.northwayautos.co.uk

F:01384 212206
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Win £20,000 CASH when you
replace your glass!

We’re celebrating 20 years of
excellence — and you could win
£20,000 in our Anniversary
competition! To enter, simply spend
£500 or more with us between now
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,

a trusted family-run business, has

been the UK s leading domestic glass
replacement specialists, serving as
your One-Stop Shop for all your
glazing requirements — and now we’re
marking this milestone with an exciting
competition where one lucky customer
will win £20,000! We take pride in
generating our own leads, crafting
tailored quotes, and manufacturing

our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional
results. Unlike competitors, we

never use subcontractors —our team
consists entirely of skilled, in-house
professionals, guaranteeing consistent
quality and reliability. Every glass unit
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee,
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame
replacements that lead to unnecessary
redecoration expenses? By replacing

only the failed glass unit, we save you
money and minimise disruption —
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000
Frize draw while upgrading your home.
oin over 344 000 satisfied customers

who trust our ethical, affordable service.

Failed double glazing can compromise
your home’s protection and energy
efficiency, so check your windows
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers money
while sup?orting local communities.
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our
focus is on replacing just the glass, not
the entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop,
we manage everything—from lead
generation to crafting premium glass
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated
after-sales support—making us the
smart, cost-etfective choice in any
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to
enter the competition),

call 0800 61 21 118 or visit

www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!

(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T’s&C’s apply.
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more
information)

Ask me about our
fantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

¢

Y

0800 &1 21 g

Have Your Windows

Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our “’ rea"y ”'ked the fact E EH;}?_;“E

25 that they were a local ; 3 ﬁ“EE‘L"*
g‘%‘}

YEAR community-run business” e N
GUARANTEE Janet Beard Ch;g:;';de Get a FREE Quote

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
Priority freephone
l ..: : : Z CLEAR

0800 61 21118
Glass. it’s better when it’s clear!

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! X i
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EVERY WEEK

Whilst recently talking to Karen Hayes who for many years ran the highly successful
Occasional Cakes in Kingswinford, I asked her if she could come up with a cake recipe for
Spring and she did not disappoint with her Lemon Drizzle cake.

Ingredients: For the topping:

225g slightly salted butter 2 juiced lemons

225g caster sugar 150g icing sugar
4 large eggs

225g self raising flour

1 lemon for juice and zest

Method:

Heat the oven to 170 or gas 4. Beat together all the butter and sugar until light and fluffy and then
add the eggs one by one mixing slowly. Sift in the flour and lemon zest and combine. Grease and
line a loaf tin and spoon in the mixture. Cook for 45 to 55 minutes depending on oven—test the cake
with a skewer to ensure it is cooked. Leave the cake to cool in the tin but before it is completely
cold mix together the lemon juice with the icing sugar. Spike holes in the cake (diagonally so that
the juice doesn’t run straight out) and pour the mixed icing sugar all over the cake allowing it to drip
into the cake. Leave to go cold. Store in a cool dry place ...never store cakes in the fridge, ideally in
an airtight container.

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




SYSTEM ER ROOFS
FELT FLAT ROOFING - FIBREGLASS ROOFING — ROOF REPAIRS _irestone

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION ===

07973 116 365 - 07739 564 133
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We have a variety of puzzles this time, some ridiculously easy and others much more
difficult. If you need the answers (and we bet you will!) they can be found on page 56.

1. Our first group of questions are homophones— 4. This is one of the hardest we have set! A
pairs of words that sound the same such as Head ~ petrol tanker drives at a steady 30mph but the drain
Covering (hair) and Mad in March (hare). Seeif plug is incorrectly fitted and it is dripping petrol as

you can get these: it drives along. A carelessly discarded cigarette
(i)  Poverty / Work dough end ignites the dripping fuel and the flames travel
(i)  Mrs Horse / First citizen along the road towards the tanker at 25mph. After
(iii)  European country / Unfed 26 miles the tanker stops. How long will it be
(iv) Wear down / Glass container before the flames reach the tanker?

(V) Poem /Debt 5. A few Rebus puzzles. Just say what you see:
2. Which is correct: Six and seven IS fourteen or A. O-ER-T-O-
six and seven ARE fourteen? B. Zain, Yain, Xain, Wain, Vain, Uain, Tain, Sain,
Rain, Qain, Oain, Nain, Main, Lain, Kain, Jain,
3. Ifahenand ahalflay an egg and a halfin a Tain, Hain, Fain, Eain, Dain, Cain, Bain, Aain.
day and a half, how many eggs would six hens lay C. You are given two dice, what are the odds that
at the same rate in six days? when you throw them the total on the two upper

faces will be an odd number?

Treatments available include:

PROFESSIONAL FOOT HEALTHCARE

Angela Lowe Dip CFHP

* Fully Qualified & Insured

¢ Cornand callus removal
* Nail trimming
Treatment for in-growing toenails
e Treatment for fungal nail infections
* Verruca and wart treatments
» General foot health checks and advice

* Fully Qualified in Health
& Social Care

* Qualified to treat Diabetics

* Tipton based clinic appointments also available
*Reflexology also available

HOME VISITS ONLY £25
Call to enquire : 07533 158 797
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BATES
MEMORIALS

Family Run Business

BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

i BA\'I"|;§‘1':\uzx|()n|.\|‘s |

e New Grave Stones ® Pet Memorials
e Garden Memorials ® Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone: 01384 985923
Mobile: 07956 872130
Website: www.bates-memorials.com

Green Powered Enterprise
100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




BUY FLOORS DIRECT
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

Caroline Lcy Cfner |
3+2 £1,279 £1,799
3+1+1 £1,399

.‘ J ‘o’(iiﬂgh o Lucy
3+2 was £1,649 Now £1,399 3+2 £1,599
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599 3+1+1 £1,999

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk
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BUY SOFAS DIRECT

AP All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country &2

|

| - -
W Luxury Carpets
- forany room
from £11.99sg/mt

12mm Laminate - LT Plankor - ==
flooring from Herringbone flooring

EBOSEREET pack, - N from £32.99sq/mt

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

Large showroom | Free car parking | Established 1985

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN

52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR Tel: 01562 541473

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm §

e e |

o e L5 Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
VSO 1 : Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP
- 01384 958 793
F ‘ 5 = Ia Sy a, .5 11 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
L Rowley Regis B65 0AY &

0121 561 5386 oS\

Www.'b'uysofasdirect.co.uk
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A WEEK IN PRISON AFTER DEATHS OF TWO DAUGHTERS

In 1862 Isaac Thompson from Sedgley stood trial for killing his 8 year old daughter in
a fit of temper. He was found guilty by the jury...but sentenced to just a week in prison.
And what is more amazing was that he had previously appeared in court for unlawfully
wounding another daughter, Rachel, and killing a third daughter called Martha!

In all three cases Thompson blamed his wife whom he described as a “drunkard”. On the first

occasion Thompson said he arrived home to find his wife was out and that Rachel —who was only 13

at the time—had not been looking after her sisters properly. He lost his temper and threw a metal spike
across the kitchen at her—and the spike embedded itself in her back. Somewhat surprisingly the local
magistrates sympathised with Thompson by taking into account the actions of his wife who was clearly
somewhat of an inadequate mother and fined him just 5 shillings plus costs for this act.

It was just two months later that Thompson was again in court charged with causing the death of 18
month old Martha. He had taken her down to the kitchen one night but he had left her there. In the
morning the baby’s dead body was found on the floor. Thompson appeared in court but the magistrates
remanded him on bail to appear before the forthcoming Assizes in Stafford. Before he was due to stand
trial, however he was again arrested, this time for “accidentally” throwing a poker at Hannah and
killing her. The jury took a long time deliberating on their verdict and eventually declared Thompson
guilty of the murder of Hannah but then they recommended a light sentence because of his “thoroughly
bad wife”. He was sentenced to just one week in prison. The case against him for the death of baby
Martha was not proceeded with by the prosecutor and he was therefore found not guilty of that charge.

Nictolas Barwell & Go. Jid

Accountants ® Tax Advisors
Stirling House, Carriers Fold, Church Road, Wombourne, West Midlands, WV5 9D]
Tel: 01902 897141 Fax: 01902 897242

Email: benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk Website: www.nicholasbarwell.co.uk 4

/

We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment tax return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and book-keeping services

VAT return preparation and assistance thereon

Business development and tax planning

Start-up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting

Corporation Tax returns and assistance thereon

INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.
Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on 01902 897141 or e-mail benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk.
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The Bostin Motor Mon

a When it's bost call the mon!

FOR ALL CAR TROUBLE

07722995246

WOMBOURNE BASED

gornal
accounting

accounts
self assessment
corporation tax
payroll & bookkeeping
VAT
business start ups
forecasts & tax planning

richard hall house, bridgnorth road,
wombourne, west midlands wv5 0af
tel: 01384 233221
email: admin@gornalaccounting.co.uk

wiv IV NINVIT

One of the characters of old Gornal in
days gone by was ‘Hannah the Blackin’.
She lived in a small cottage on the corner
of Stickley Road and Ruiton Street and
spent most of her time making pikelets.
She was frequently seen trundling her
three-wheeled basket carriage full of the
savouries around the village. Indeed, the
local children frequently followed her
around and were even known to steal the
odd pikelet. They often chanted a rhyme:

“Hannah the Blackin
The pickelet ‘ooman only’ as one eye
‘Er pushes ‘er carriage
An’ carries ‘er basket
And then ‘er starts ter cry”

In 1868 Dr Ballenden, Sedgley’s medical
officer of health, described the area in his
report as: “Thirty years amongst the
nailers of Sedgley convinces me that they
are the most immoral people in England.
The women have more manly qualities
than the men and in free fights the wife is
generally the victor.”

Virtually no Roman remains have been
found in Sedgley. A few Roman coins
dating from the first century AD have been
discovered (including one on what is now
the playing fields of Dormston School) but
there is no evidence of any buildings from
the period.

Lower Gornal Darby & Joan Club was
opened in 1957 and cost £5000 to build.
Today it still provides a valuable meeting
place for local senior citizens and also
various groups and associations.

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 13



We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold

Over 20 years experience ® No job too big or too small

**Call within
48 hours to receive
a 20% discount™*

» Tree Work ¢ Paths « Fencing ¢ Turf  Artificial Grass ¢ Driveways  Block
paving » Tarmac « Ground works ¢ Drainage » Gates and gateways ° Patios

Contact us today on 01 384 848344

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
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S

" GUTTERING
FROM

.............................

Freephone: 0800 0463373 B % s
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374 = "‘” '_;-«_ N
Mobile: 07376 915 527 i ***

‘(i\My Clean Gutters 5 F Y

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777®@icloud.com
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DO YOUR BIT...PROTECT WILDLIFE

For most of our wildlife in the West Midlands the most
dangerous place to be is in a typical urban back garden,
Every year hundreds of thousands of young birds and
animals die needlessly in and around our gardens.

One of the worst predators is the domestic cat — especially
as rarely do they need to kill for food. If you are a cat owner
why not ensure that your feline friend has a bell around his/
her neck. It won’t stop them stalking potential prey — but it
does give their possible victims a bit better chance of P
escaping a sudden demise. Early summer is always a good time to see hedgehogs as they are
particularly active around now. But don't be fooled into thinking that a saucerful of bread and milk
would be a kindness — not so. Milk is too rich for the hedgehog and the bread will swell up inside it
and cause pain. Far better to put a saucer of water and a crunched up digestive biscuit.

Finally, many of our garden birds will have hatched their young by now and many of their fledglings
will be trying out their skills in flying—and landing!

If you come across a baby bird on the ground that seems to be helpless don’t pick it up and feel that you
have to look after it (it will almost certainly die within a very short period of time). Leave it where you
found it and the chances are that one or both of its parents will be along soon to take care of it. Indeed,
it is surprising how quickly babies can recover with a little bit of encouragement from their mother!

BUMPER SCUFFS

v";’/ § -

. -
/> -

ChipsAway

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket

1

3 Save up to 50% on conventional
PAINTWORK SCRATCHES body shop repair costs -

call us now to discover how
much you could save!

For a free estimate call Paul Mansell

0800 028 7878
07964 688614

paul.mansell@chipsaway.co.uk
www.chipsaway.co.uk/paulmansell

MINOR DENTS

NN ChipsAway repairs are:
/‘J B ® Professional quality ® Cost-effective
L% e

/ - ® Convenient *® Completed same day
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mommg 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE / ALL WOHK GUARANTEED

ey I‘"‘ e

| | ALL ROOF nsmmsanonvsnsm o
N
. | GUTTERING & SOFFITS .

¢ Flat Roof Systems ® New Roofs in Tile and Slate

e All Roof Repairs ® Storm Damage e Insurance Work Undertaken
e Chimney Work (Re-points, Reductions & Drops)

e Loft Conversions ® UPVC Fascia Boards e Guttering & Soffits
e New Maintenance Free Dry Ridge & Hip Systems

CALL: 01384 624 326 - 07788 800 099

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




SEDGLEY AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
INTO IT’S 40TH YEAR: A BRIEF HISTORY

Sedgley and District Community Association is entering into its 40th year. Initially a
‘Steering Group’ was formed and then in March 1981 site options were discussed. Many
turned out to be unsuitable but a plot in Ladies Walk seemed to be a good option. It turned
out to be available, so planning permission was sought. Various funding was secured,
including £20,000 from council reorganisation grants and one in lieu of open space for new
housing. It was agreed that Phase One would be to seek approval for a small building. The
first phase was built with labour paid for by a government scheme
and materials were paid for by the group. Building started in
January 1985 with a hall, kitchen, storeroom and toilets. The
completed building opened in December 1986. The site store
etc. remained in-situ and was used for selling repackaged garden
supplies, leading to the SDCA gardening section joining the Over
Fifties’ and Bridge Sections. A memorial to “the fallen”, opened
in July 1989. It read ‘the smallest seed left in the soil will grow
again and multiply’. A sculpture of a blade of wheat by Mark
B Renn was then added for which he won the City of Birmingham

"= & Art Award.

_ The first extension was the committee room and, as money was
“short”, the contractor agreed final instalments could be paid
over two years! There then followed a computer learning room
S and in time further grants were secured including National

f""f' Lottery and landfill tax charities. The total cost of the extension

was also secured for rainwater harvesting to flush tmlets Once
o the main building had been completed all eyes turned to a much
needed car park. It was estimated that this would cost in the region of £75,000—again the
group sought funding and the car park was finally opened in October 2021. The building
itself opened in 1986 and is now celebrating its 45th year since the original steering group
AGM. To further add to this accolade one of the original members of the Association’s
Managing Committee, Mary Lavender, is still an active member of the Assomatlon Durmg
Covid the centre was largely unoccupied but essential services had to be i
maintained and financial reserves were drained almost to the point of A
exhaustion. In August 2024, 56 solar panels were installed on the Hall ¥
roof—the finance of this project was secured with a grant. LN ?ﬂ.
‘ »
The Community Centre in Ladies Walk l
has high occupancy but is always keen
to welcome new groups and visitors. As
well as coffee mornings (3rd Saturday
of each month) there are babies,
“seniors”, bridge, gardening, sport and
craft groups/classes, amongst many
others.
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I 14 Hurst Road, Bilston,

“0“‘80“0'03 West Midlands WV 14 9EU

CARPETS, FLOORING & BEDS Tel: 01902 672930
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| ) AB BEY RO AD [ FOOD HYGIENE RATING |
/77\(\ TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS  ietelolefs)

SPECIAL HAND RAISED PORK &
OFFERS SPECIALITY PIES

* Mix & Match any 3 packs HOMEMADE TRADITIONAL
£10.00 FAGGOTS, PEAS & GRAVY

Chicken Fillets, Pork Steaks, PLUS SUPERIOR SAUSAGES
Lamb Chops, Rump Steaks & HOME CURED BACON

LOOK OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS /“/h“

14 ABBEY ROAD, GORNAL WOOD DY3 2PQ
Tel: 01384 214515

At the end of the 16th century the Manor of Sedgley was sold by the Dudleys—
who had owned it for almost 200 years—to the Parkes family of Wednesbury
who already owned Willingsworth Hall within the Sedgley parish. Almost
certainly the sale was made necessary after a visit by Queen Elizabeth I to
Dudley in 1575. Such visits were always horrendously expensive for the host
who had to cater for every need, not only for the Royal personage but also for
up to 200 hangers on.

In August 1921 a six year old boy called Leslie Love had a narrow escape when he
fell into the canal in Coseley. His elder brother caught hold of his hand but had to let
go. Fortunately a young man called Thomas Foxall of Hall Street, Tipton was
passing and dived in and rescued him (with the help of another passer-by, James
Skinner of Coseley). Artificial respiration then had to be applied to the child but he
soon recovered.

* In May 1918 local papers told of the sad death of a Tipton couple, Mr and
Mrs Hodgetts of Dudley Port. They had been told that their son Simeon (who
had been serving in France in the East Yorkshire Regiment) had been wounded
in action and returned to the UK where he was in hospital in Liverpool. They
immediately journeyed up to the North West and found lodgings in a boarding
house. Unfortunately, however, the following morning they were found dead
apparently suffocated by a leaking gas pipe. Mr Hodgetts (55) had been a
miner employed at the Crown Meadow Colliery at Toll End.
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DUDLEY
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road

(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

4 All Bodywork
Repairs Undertaken

4 Classic Car Restoration

4 Prep and Finish

¢ Bumper Scuffs
4 Seat and Carpet

4 Repairs
4 Mopping and Polishing

¢ Dealer Approved

¢ Insurance claims
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

Find us on: dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com
facebook- @
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ROAD RAGE—200

YEARS AGO!

If you think that road rage is a particularly
new phenomenon think again! We came
across this report of a court case at Dudley
County Court from 1882.

The case was brought by Thomas Hartland,
a carpenter from Coseley against Josiah
Smith who was a boatbuilder from Tipton.
The claim was £15 as damages for alleged
reckless driving and assault. It would seem
that Hartland was retuning from a day out

at Walsall with his wife and father in a pony
and trap but when they were in Sedgley
Road they saw Smith driving a similar pony
and trap at “excessive speed”. Hartland tried
to pull in to the side of the road but the two
traps collided and Hartland was thrown out
of his trap which itself suffered considerable
damage. Although shocked and bruised
Hartland picked himself up and remonstrated
with Smith—who promptly punched him in
the face, causing the hapless Hartland to
end up in the gutter. The court heard that
Inspector Walters was called to the scene
and he reported that Smith was indeed nine
inches over the middle of the road when he
hit Hartland’s trap. Hartland was awarded
the full £15 plus costs.

FUSEBOARD CHANGES - CALL OUTS
TESTING - EXTRA SOCKETS
OUTSIDE LIGHTS

Wilf’s Mobile:
07572 613414

Email:
wilfredo123@hotmail.co.uk

s b = - ] t
. il L
” PRIZES - COMPETITIONS  BESTIN SHOW! anPs.

SUNDAY, MAY 31ST =, <=V
12PMm-5pPM
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week
Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas
Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars
Over 500 products in stock
Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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Supporting families in the West Midlands with compassion,
dignity and guidance when you need it most.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans - Immediate Help 24/7
Traditional & Direct Funerals

Home visits available by appointment, offering support
in the comfort of your own surroundings.

For immediate help and caring advice, please call:

J.R.JONES & CO. JT. BROOKES & CO.
Five Ways House, Lake Street, 62 Market Street, Kingswinford,
Lower Gornal, Dudley, DY3 2AU West Midlands, DY6 9LH
01902 880040 01384 296683
S ALF]
Golden Chartsr/' 'k i

WWW.NEDOWNING.CO.UK
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Go Wwest

TICKETS AT:

gigantic

Village Voice Community Magazines

SAT 19TH DEC
WWW.THEROBIN.CO.UK

£) @THEROBINVENUE
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WINES: SOME OF ENGLAND’S STILL AND
SPARKLING FAVOURITES
A review by Trevor Langley

Multi award-winning Denbies Wine Estate (Est. 1986) is located in Surrey. Utilising several grape
varieties, Denbies produces both high-quality still and sparkling wines. My votes (Still):

DENBIES FLINT VALLEY (11.5% vol). This dry white wine pleases
on the nose with fresh citrus notes that carry through to the flavour.
Splendid with poached and smoked salmon.

- DENBIES SURREY GOLD (11% vol) is a medium-dry, white wine and
is good for the nasal senses, with the fragrant bouquet enticing to the
floral/fruit hints for the mouthfeel and the palate’s delight. Pairs very well
with foods of a spicy nature, including many Asian dishes of cuisine.

e If a ‘pink’ wine is required, I would like to suggest DENBIES ROSE
5_& HILL (11% vol). Summer fruits come to mind for this easy-drinking
“~ JM"  delectation, which I found refreshing and great to add colour to a dining
{ . table, as well as for al fresco occasions. A fantastic accompaniment to
' salads and white meats. My votes (Sparkling, aged, bottle-fermented):

&
(GREENFIELDS

a/ DENBIES GREENFIELDS (12% vol). The colour of golden-straw
entices to the aroma and the tasting — an excellent example of a sparkling

~#% " wine. Crisp, rich and with an extended palate.

= e

DENBIES WHITEDOWNS BRUT (12.5% vol) is very popular, satisfying a lot of sparkling
preferences and tastes. With fresh, ripe fruits evident for the mouthfeel, I found this production to be
crisp and most pleasurable.

DENBIES CUBITT BLANC DE BLANCS (12% vol) is a much sought-after sparkling production
from this company, which is only produced in the best of seasons. The quality is very much appreciated
by many. The bouquet is pleasant and appealing, then, the taste buds are activated, continuing on, to a
grand finish.

For all information about Denbies, including stockists, wine tastings, forthcoming events, Denbies
restaurants, hotel, loyalty club, tours, weddings/receptions and a lot more, please make contact and/or
visit their website, which I found very interesting.

Denbies Wine Estate, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6AA. Tel: 01306 876616. E-mail:
info@denbiesvineyard.co.uk Web: www.denbies.co.uk

: ; As always,

COMING UP IN THE

JUNE EDITION:
WINES: SOME FAVOURITES OF LEBANON

., Enjoy!

TWMWM
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GENUINE /ow
SAVINGS

LAMINATES ﬁ ROLL ENDS '
& REMNANTS

Karndean

Designflooring

FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE

PL‘/LS “> DELIVERY

ON ALL ORDERS

Unit 4 Coneygre B
/\ Industrial Estate o0
Tri nity Birmingham New Road > LOCALFAMILY
Tipton DY4 8XP BUSINESS TRADING
Carpets SINCE 1984
N7 Tel: 0121 520 6091 oo oo me

DISPOSAL OF EXISTING

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE
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Gas, Iumbing & Heating Ltd

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

5% discount Proud membersof
for OAP’s Checkatrade.com

NO ca" out fee Where reputation matters

CALL FOR A FREE quoTE 07377 453081

* At the beginning of January 1889 the whole of the Midlands was enveloped in a
very dense and persistent fog. Indeed so bad was it that great disruption was
caused throughout the Black Country, as well as a number of accidents, some
of which proved fatal. There were a number of occurrences of people falling
into canals in the fog and drowning, with one in particular being especially
tragic. Joseph Taylor, a 34 year old puddler from Tunnel Street, Coseley,
worked at the Eagle Ironworks at Tipton but on the night of the Great Fog he
disappeared. He left work as normal with a friend, James Baker, but on the
way back home Baker slipped into the canal and Taylor had to help him out.
The two went to Baker’s house and, because of the weather, it was decided
that Taylor would stay the night. At about 12.30am, however, Taylor decided
to walk home and taking a lantern and candle he set off. It was not until the
following day after the fog had lifted that the body of Joseph Taylor was found
in the same canal from which he had saved his friend just hours before.

* In November 1717 John Jewkes, a mercer (dealer in textiles) living in London,
made a will in which he left £100 to the churchwardens of the parish of Sedgley
to purchase land, the rent from which was to be used to buy bread for the poor of
the parish. Following his death the churchwardens did indeed use Mr Jewkes’
money to buy two pieces of land in Woodsetton which were then named Penny-
Loaf Leasow and Penny-Loaf Meadow. These were initially let to Jonah Cartwright
and they produced around £13 a year in rent, enough to purchase for the poor 18
sixpenny loaves every fortnight.
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The Old Police Station, Vicar Street/Gospel End Street, Sedgley

Prices from £229,950...

Plot 1 - The Old Workhouse Plot 2 - The Old Police House
Plot 3 - Sergeant's Quarters Plot 4 (Duplex) - Spire View
Plot 5 —The Old Cells Plot 7 - The Workhouse Loft
Plot 8 - Magistrates Retreat Plot9 - The Upper Courtroom

A Stylish, Modern Living in a Unique Historic Conversion. Welcome to a truly distinctive development in
the heart of Sedgley—the former Old Police Station, now thoughtfully transformed into nine
contemporary apartments. This historic building blends timeless character with modern luxury, offering
a rare opportunity to live in a space that’s both rich in heritage and designed for today’s lifestyle. Each
apartment has been refurbished to a high standard.

A Brief History of the Old Police Station, Sedgley - The building now known as the Old Police Station in
Sedgley has a rich and varied past, reflecting the evolving needs of the local community over centuries.
18th Century Origins - Originally constructed in the mid-1700s, the building first served as Sedgley’s
village workhouse, providing shelter and labour for the poor. Conversion to a Police Station (1860s) - In
the early 1860s, the building was repurposed into a police station, complete with holding cells and a
courtroom. A lease agreement dated October 11, 1864, formalized its use by county authorities, who
rented it for £60 per year. A Century of Service - For over 100 years, the station played a central role in
local law enforcement. It later became part of the West Midlands Police network, continuing to serve
the community well into the modern era.

Please contact the Taylors Team @ Sedgley to arrange a viewing — 01902 880888

sedgley@taylors-estateagents.co.uk m

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk

29



Our very good friends at Prestwood Cave
Nursery have very kindly provided the prize
for this month’s competition. Our two lucky
winners will each win a 14" Hanging Basket.

Will you be a lucky winner?!
Please note, only one entry per person —
multiple entries will not be entered into the draw.

All you haw to do is search out the sga re below for the 16 words associated with
PREST® OD CAVE NURSERY on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the sga re
(spelt forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all — or it
may be misspelt! Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below
and send it to us. Alternatig ly send us an email at v llagewi ce@hotmail.co.uk
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the
closing date of Friday, 22" May 2026. Good luck!

HIDDEN & RDS

CHARITYTY
1. STONEWARE
S TFIGNSUPP 2. POTS
3. GIFTS
T PS EL A S RS VI N AT
OMVYV UOULHET S T -udmag
6. SALES
NORLCPRSETR
E C E A A Oy o)) 10| 8. PRESTW OD
9. VALUE
W P K V L LERA S SV 0. BASKETS
A P C ON S SChL e 11. COMPOST
12. W CKER
RMI CO V 'O B[O U BENe N 00
EOWTPO Sl e S| 14 SUMMERTIME
15. SHRUBS
M CGN 1 E D PR AN G TR RN
MISSING WORD: NAME:
ADDRESS:
POSTCODE: TEL NO:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND TO: PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Your local independent nursery - As we grow... grow with us'

g
Spring has arrived E'
at Prestwood Cave

Nursery

Our nursery opening times :
are OPEN DAILY 10am =
until 4pm (except closed
on Wednesdays).

‘Call and speak to Paul on:
o 7703 529004 for

'urther mformatlon
FI§ o RS .

Summer bedding and basket plug W4

plants available from middle of '1’?3(33?3:

March through until end of April. “ /84

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com

A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




MT SKI

mT_
@ U Fill em
A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off;,
all ready for immediate delivery at prices
yo cor heat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy,
yo fill em they MT um....
They will even wait while yo load it!

= MT... =

y
£ UFILL UM WE MT UM g
info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956




P>S L
je M? lﬂ[ﬁ]]

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability — Reliability and a first-rate customer service.
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK.

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100%
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It's easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive
guides pocked with tips about the dos and don’ts of booklng o] Sklp

M T SKIPS
01284 240056

Spot the yellow car, send us a
photo and get £10.00 off
(offer ends 31t May 2026)

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!
dlands DY2 8QX. Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774 f
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The old Urban District of Sedgley was always known as an area where beer was
brewed and drunk in prodigious quantities.

In 1952 in the whole Borough of Dudley (which at that time did not include Stourbridge or
Halesowen) there were 210 licenced premises. Of these almost 100 were to be found in
Sedgley, Gornal and Coseley.

This was undoubtedly a significant underestimate of the number of places where drink could
be bought. Ever since the Ale House Act of 1828 introduced excise licenses for the sale of
intoxicating liquor it became a matter of principle for some people to show that the law was
there to be broken.

In the 1860s it was estimated that there were at least 30 “Wobble Shops’ where drink—
often illicitly brewed—was sold illegally. In many cases these drink dens were run purely
for groups of friends or family although there were some individuals who made substantial
profits out of such operations.

One such individual was Thomas Lane who owned several unlicensed ‘pubs’ in Coseley
and Sedgley. There are records of him being summoned before the magistrates on several
occasions, although his punishment is not known.

Ironically, he used the money
from his illegal enterprises to
start up a building company
which promptly won a number
of contracts to build pubs in
the Sedgley area including the
Grand Junction (seen here on the
left). Prior to the 1828 Act the
emphasis for the Authorities
was to make sure that that the
beer sold was of an acceptable
quality rather than trying to
regulate the premises where it
was sold. Sedgley, like other areas, was controlled by a Court Leet (which met at what is
now the Courthouse Pub). One of its duties was to appoint an official ale taster or ‘Ale
Conner’ to see that the ale was of a good standard and drinkers received a fair measure . It
is said that in some areas the Conner would wear leather breeches and pour a pint of ale on
a wooden seat and sit on it. After half an hour he would get up—if his breeches suck to the
seat the ale was impure with too much sugar and legal action followed!
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LDF Fascia & Guttering

WELL ESTABLISHED FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
BASED ALL AROUND THE WEST MIDLANDS

® Fascia Soffits and Guttering
® Dry verge end caps

® All aspects of cleaning and maintenance G
® Cladding

CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTE
07305 S66370

Your Local Specialists in Platinum Trusted
g chapter | sarincs Mobiiity 7 Service Award

living solutions | Bathrooms! —

A0

U | |

Stairlifts Mobility Bathrooms

Safe, reliable and tailored to your Wet rooms, bath to
home. Perfect for added safety shower conversions,
and comfort. walk in baths.

Serving Sedgleyand & 01384912314
Surrounding Areas. @ www.chapterlivingsolutions.co.uk
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Castle Blinds & Awnings are a family run business
with over 25 years experience. They have
extensive knowledge in being able to deliver a
quality service to both residential and commercial
properties and their blinds and shutters have even
appeared on television! Their main showroom is
based in Kingswinford and they have a
manufacturing facility based in Brierley Hill
where everything is custom made to the highest
specification.

There is a wide variety awaiting you at Castle Blinds so if you are looking for new blinds or awnings
then your first stop must be their extensive showroom in Stream Road which is a veritable Aladdin’s
cave of blinds, shutters and canopies together with over 2000 specially selected fabrics to choose from.

There was a time when a blind was just a blind but not so any more! The choice is endless from
Venetian, UPVC, Roman, Parasols, Conservatory shading and fly screens to name but a few.
Motorisation is also an option.

With the summer months fast approaching it is time to start thinking about Conservatory Shading and
Parasols and not forgetting fly screens. Castle Blinds
will be able to help you every step of the way to ensure
that you make the perfect choice for your home.

Brian Jones is keen to explain that customer service is
always at the top of the list and that they pride
themselves on offering an unrivalled service and old-
“== fashioned loyalty to all customers which far extends
beyond just the purchase of a product—their after sales service is second to none. Home visits are an
essential part of the process and these can be booked at a convenient time for you—it is the perfect
time for you to talk to one of the team and explain exactly what you are looking for. Rest assured, they
are always fully prepared with brochures and samples for you to look at so that you make the right
design choice for your home.

Castle Blinds prides itself on having a strong reputation for
offering a complete service from product choice through to
installation—their expert fitters will be on hand throughout to
talk you through the process to ensure that the end product is
nothing less than perfect. For your peace of mind there is also a
5 year guarantee on every product.
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS
bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

SALE NOW ON

If

.;..'I”!'."IHHHH-*

ERAHERSIONS
_EALLIYSYY

RRANGES

s

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

72 zigbee

Compatible Solutions

Fee Porking

Wz_ a0 years of innovative, safe sun protection
30 years of happy and satisfied customers /
‘ ANNIVERSARY o e o MJ‘ a MW
199312023

CALL US ON 01384 273769

VISIT US IN STORE STREAM ROAD, KINGSWINFORD DY6 SNT

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 37



ON THE HOME FRONT

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

DOCUMENT STORAGE i
*plumbing
Clean, dry, secure space ‘B:throoms&l(itchens
Shelved and carpeted *Tiling

- i e
Ideal for documents that must be legally Garden Maintenanc

i *High Pressure Cleaning
retained for seven years or more K : 07703 190098
*Welding and fabrication

OR
£50 per month Plus much, much, more 07751 669760
"_’

Contact Sam 07956 872130 No Job Too Smalll T

OAP Discount
Unit 4, Holloway St West, Gornal CE= R N —

CLEAN & CARE 4U
deancaresu@gmx.couk DOMESTIC CLEANING

CLEANS& CARE + Dusting/Vacuuming/Mopping
« Kitchens & Bathrooms
« Interior Glass & Mirrors

CLEANING & CARE

-

. Soffit,
2/3 Bed House Roof Clean, uwc clean to ﬁsma &
Aver(a;gu;er Clear & Clean. 2 Car Drive Powerwash and Resand

i u
Meul Prepamtmnmomg Dishes . [ LI l_l- -
= Companionship

Find uson Facebook  ~ Personal Care ' 4 ONI.Y £1,199 - Saving of £500" ik

cleanandcaresu « Medication Reminder

07598 299726 07879 073702 =
ovenbhtz i

Local oven cleanlng speciallsts
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs
Website - www.ovenblitzmidlands.co.uk
0800 773 4870 / 07757 099529
Give us a try - we do the job you love to hatel!

Fofos Us On 2] Find s on = arsparksele
fsb iveiicom | @ @arsparkselectrical

/I

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS HERE?
THE COST?

JUST £10 + VAT
PER MONTH =2x L
{| Jewellery, watches, coins - appointments welcome ||

CALL GAIL ON 0781 790 4477 it  Call Sam: 07050 872130 b
TO BOOK YOUR SPACE Pqgurt 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2020

"WE BUY YOUR UNWANTED
GOLD FOR CASH

B \h{fl g

_23"’
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YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the British Association

of Foot Health Professionals
* Neuropathy awareness
assessments made
« Nail Cutting . Fungal Nails
« Corns and Callous 1
« Ingrown Toenails \
» Verrucae « Home Visits Only
Supporting diabetes & Arthritis
Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

WOMBOURNE TYRES

Y
N

A family run business

Efficient service with competitive prices

"= We offer tyre repairs and maintenance
Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available « Any Car « All Brands available : 1

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 callout charges apply

01902 896 166 — Hours 9am-5pm

JSHKWiEHNtEﬁi
*  Granife Quartz
(_Bespoke Worktops
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Lower Gornal,
Dudley DY3 2DZ
Tel: 01384 985923 Mobile: 07956 872130
Call for a Free Survey

« NO FIX - NO FEE
+ FULLY INSURED
+ AFFORDABLE

« COLLECTION / DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

« FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk

E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk T: 07867 460 705

Rightio Plumbing &

Heating

We work in Sedgley,

01902 690 936

OUR SERVICES

Gornal, Coseley,

Tipton and all
surrounding areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES <«

 Fast Response

V' All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

»12 Month «
Guarantee

» 1-2 Hour «
Emergency
Response
time!

» OAP <«
Discount

lab | Available upon
on labour! request at time
Excludes of booking

blockages Subject to Eligibilty

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps

Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

R NN
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GARAGE DOORS — S
ROLLER SH UTTERS Rings Security Shutters & Gates Limited
TRELLIS GATES

Why Choose Rings Security
Shutters and Gates Ltd?

Full Range of Products

Aesthetically Pleasing,

Mechanically Efficient

Fully Trained Staff

Adding Protection and Value

Compliant to industry Standards

Colours, Sizes and Operation ! Nationwide
Flexible to Customer i Emergency Gover

- 24 Hours
o b, 4
Falcumus (RS
soncorr

365 Days a year
Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

In 1874, following the General Election, a mob ran riot through Gornal
attacking the premises of two local pubs (the White Chimneys in the centre of
Gornal Wood and the Chapel House Inn in Ruiton) as well as the home of a Mr
Patterson in Ruiton Street. The reason for the unrest was the initial result of
the election (won by Henry Brinsley Sheridan) which was declared null and
void. Three men—Alexander Turner, William Roberts and James Taylor were
all arrested although subsequently only Roberts was found guilty. He was
sentenced to five months imprisonment with hard labour.

* Magistrates at Brierley Hill Police Court were
asked in September 1854 to believe a most
unlikely story when Eli Cook appeared before
them. Cook was charged with stealing a goose
belonging to a Mr Wilkinson. He was seen at the
pond where the goose was kept—but then
Wilkinson’s son realised that the bird had
disappeared. He followed Cook to Gornal where
the suspected thief was apprehended. The goose
was found upon him hidden in his coat, but he
denied that he had stolen the bird. He said that he
had borrowed the coat he was wearing from an unknown friend and that he had
found the goose in it. The magistrates were not impressed with this somewhat
unlikely tale and committed Cook to the next Quarter Sessions.
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'\ CHANGING ROOMS

+WET ROOMS/ADAPTATIONS «BATHROOMS
+KITCHENS «GARAGE CONVERSIONS

I

A companyyou can trust“
§ - N

Wetrooms/Bathrooms ,'
: 1 \ f 44 “ .
Approved ahd trusted by N

Dudley &Wo‘lverham_pton

trading standards & age UK

= Webemhargam
UK

Word of Mouth

ampton *Listed” Trader Scheme

verhar Tr Sl

Is5ue 10 {published February 2023

., E TRUSTMARK
j ﬁ’: Government Endorsed Quality

INDEPENDENCE MATTERS
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(et rid of your
Flat Koot worries |

ALL ASPECTS OF
ROOFING COVERED
FULLY INSURED



MOBILITY SCOOTERS
(NEW & PRE-OWNED)

FROM

TOTAL MOBILITY

by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath

(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.POWERLINKMOBILITY.CO.UK

FULLRANGE + ROLLATORS
L Aios AvaILABLE T TRIWALKERS
INCLUDING 4 STAIRLIFTS

+ WHEELCHAIRS
g + ADJUSTABLE BEDS

4 RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS

*

An interesting tale is told of the acquisition of the first organ to be installed

in the Providence Chapel in Coseley. Opened in 1809, the Chapel did not
possess an organ until 1845 when a suitable instrument was offered at auction.
One of the deacons—Zachariah Mason—was asked to attend the auction and
bid for it. Mason was a collier and went straight from work to the auction
without changing his clothes first and the auctioneer showed some concern
when this dirty, somewhat unkempt individual started bidding. Indeed, he
even asked Mason whether he could really afford the bids that he was making
(to which Mason responded that he could). Indeed, eventually, Mason’s last
bid proved successful and the auctioneer was quick to announce that the organ
had been “sold to the black-faced collier”.

Back in the 1920s amateur football teams in the Black Country could bank on
tremendous support from the local population. In 1921, for example, the semi-final
of the Dudley Guest Hospital Cup between Lower Gornal Athletic and Tividale
Athletic attracted a crowd of over 3000 spectators. Gornal won 3-0 and their team
line-up was: Dean, Tight, A. Cooper, L. Hickman, E. Hickman, A. Jones,

L. Cooper, A. Kinnear, W. Woodall, J. Jones and A. Moss.

Edward Brooks and Edward Wise, parish constables in Sedgley, appeared in
court charged with taking fees for executing distress warrants in excess of the
amount allowed. The court heard that the complainant’s wife had agreed the
extra money and so the constables were purely warned of their future conduct.
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CHARITY THE GEOFF HILL

CHARITABLE TRUST

FOC US Registered Charity

No. 1067258

The Geoft Hill Charitable Trust was founded on 18th March 1997 by the late Geoff Hill
MBE. The object of the charity is to support or promote such charitable purposes to the
discretion of the trustees. The grants are limited to within the local area of the West
Midlands. Unfortunately, it was decided that to maximise assistance to local schools,
hospices, hospitals, scout/guide groups, sports clubs and other charities or organisations
that no donation will be made to individuals.

Geoff started his charity from personal savings and always felt that the success of his
business—the Geoff Hill Store in Amblecote Stourbridge - was thanks to his loyal customers.
In gratitude, he felt that he wanted to give something back to the community! Therefore,

the Charitable Trust was founded to help needy charities and causes in the local area.

To increase funds Geoff organised large raffles and dances
at the Stourbridge Town Hall and other local venues. He
was awarded the MBE by Prince Charles (now King
Charles) in October 2004 in recognition of his work (our
photo (left) shows a very proud Geoff wearing his MBE
together with his wife Sue).

To date The Geoff Hill Charitable Trust has helped 1,827
different causes and has donated just under £1 million.
The charity has gone from strength to strength. All
donations are carefully monitored and hopefully go a long
way to improving the quality of life for many people within the area that we live. The charity
helps hundreds of organisations each year, giving grants from a few hundred pounds to a few
thousand.

Any group, charity or good cause in need of funding can write to: The Geoff Hill Charitable
Trust, 7 High Street, Amblecote, DY8 4DE. We would emphasise that we are unable to give
to private individuals.

The Geoff Hill Charitable Trust is proud to continue the good work that Geoff Hill MBE
started originally from his personal savings.

With thanks

Sue Hll
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Zero Dry Time:

Zero Dry Time specialise in DRY carpet
and upholstery cleaning, hard floor
cleaning and leather restoration.

It’s carpet cleaning but not as you know it.....

The ‘on your hands and knees, scrubbing and
carrying dirty water’ is a thing of the past. With
the advancements of new technology and products,
Zero Dry Time have developed a robust cleaning
system that will enable us to give you.... the
customer, what you deserve when having your
carpets cleaned.

Dry Carpets and Upholstery ready for immediate
use with no fuss — what’s not to like?!

At Zero Dry Time we have developed our own
range of products that have been tested to industry
standards. All our products are child and pet
friendly.

Some of these fantastic products are also now available as
maintenance products for you to purchase and use within
your home/business, keeping your carpets and upholstery
fresh between cleans with ‘UNBELIEVABLE
RESULTS’.

» Pongo and Pongo 4 Pets — a multi-purpose extreme
odour eliminator — 4 in 1 product saving you time and
money

* Like Magic dry foam spray — a multi-purpose unique
dry foam, fantastic at removing stains and refreshing
carpets and furniture, leaving them smelling amazing!

* Like Magic Spot & Stain remover — unbelievable stain
removal spray for use on carpets and fabric upholstery

* Tile and Hard Floor Maintainer — keep your tiles,
grout and wooden floors looking like new with this
fantastic product.

These products range in price from £5 to £12.95 each
with free delivery We are also now proud stockists of
unbelievable sanitising products for your home, office,
and your car.

Please contact Chris and the team to order yours now and
make the switch to making your busy lifestyle a lot easier!

Zero Dry Time was established in the local area 8
years ago and offers a free no obligation quote on all
flooring and upholstery cleaning and restoration
requirements. Call Chris in Kingswinford on

0800 180 4981

zero (ﬂl'm tlme

£
g &,
n
p5

LIRS

Leather Cleaning
Specialists

Restoration & Recolouring
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Imagine zero dry flme

nrv carn et Dry Carpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Cleaners
| A . 3 o
A R,

9y CIrELS 0r wetdog smell’.

| Specialists
" Restoration & Recolouring

800480139181
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DO YOU WANT YOouRr [l P
BUSINESS TO GROW? & BEACONNURSERIES ;<

PLANT CENTRE

HANGING BASKETS - £9.95 !
THEN TALK TO US AT ' Wealso have a large selection of shrubs

VI L LAG E Vo I C E ~ Surfinias, Fuchias, Bacopa, Calibrachoa,

'~ Begonias - £1.50 each
ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE ~ Wide selection of bedding plants - £2.50 per tray \

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS. " Wealso stock Compost and Grow Bags
ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LH |

0781 790 4477 B! Tel: 01902 882933

A 1 1

TREE FELLING
CROWN REDUCTIONS
HEDGE TRIMMING
STUMP GRINDING
JUNGLES CLEARED
FENCING

GORNAL

TREE & GARDEN caLtopay City8s

f: FORAFREE Guilds
SERVIGES QuotatioNn NPTC

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
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Simply Confident... Simply Natural.. S -
Call us on 01902 664634 Im

*Free Consultations *New Dentures ﬁ D e nt U re S

ply

*Full & Partial Dentures *Repairs *Relines
*Additions *Cleaning Service
*Implant Retained Dentures

*Call for an information brochure

Firm and Steadfast!

Many denture wearers struggle with the issue
of the teeth they have moving around in the
mouth. This had been the problem for Nicola
but then she had them secured in place with

the use of dental implants. She came to us un-

happy with the teeth that she had been given.
We took time to explore what her requirements
were and discovered that she wanted to
improve her aesthetics as well as have them
secured firmly onto the implants she had.

It was a pleasure to see her beaming with
delight when she saw the results we achieved
for her. If you would like to find out if there are
improvements that can be made to the denture

you have please call for our free 30 minute

denture health check on 01902 664634.

Creating beauty

in every smile

' — " New dentures can help with...
i v Y’ Talking / Eating |/ Confidence

'w v Smiling v/ Happiness ,/ Well Being
Follow us .. .Il @ [J:'jj

For our brochure call us on 01902 664634
Find us at Castle St, Coseley, WV14 9EP

Discover more at www.simplydentures.net
Clinical Dental Technician: Mr Peter Brookes DipCDT, GDC 124429

e
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OR WHATEVER by John Sparry
“Beware! It’s the ‘AbramMen’”’

By 1403—Henry IV had won the Battle of Shrewsbury, although possibly hiding under the refectory
table when the log-man came round for his money.— a religious house, St Mary of Bethlehem, founded
in Bishopsgate, London, in 1247, had been converted to a home for the insane.

Those inmates considered not too out of order or control—of the ‘Abraham’ Ward—were allowed to
go out begging in order to add a little more to their meagre diet.

As always, the rogues, and those known as ‘canting coves’ (whining thieves) thought ‘this could keep
us in the manner to which we ought to be
accustomed.” Today, in order to save time
they mainly use the phone.

“Ar tell you what, lads, we’ll pretend we’re

maniacs—some of us won’t need to do

much acting—an’ we’ll go around a-

whining’ we’re from Bedlam.” (This was

the corrupted pronunciation of Bethlehem,
s y - the previously mentioned hospital).

A ==t “An’ we’ll be sure to scare ‘em” - to be

' J v | topical read scam—"an’ they’ll come across
Y with the old spondulicks” (one wonders
whether Henry IV was considering joining
them).

And so the Abram’men pursued their
dreaded vagabondage around England:
‘With a sigh like Tom O’ Bedlam” wrote
i Fj / \ Will Shakespear in King Lear. The ‘Sham
5 f |.f | y J Abram Coves’ would have ensured that Ann

| 8 Kl ) Hathaway kept her cottage door bolts well-
y £ £ oiled.
Due to my shaky handwriting,
WP (AT - - i E for ‘Rover’ in the April issue

' JCJ " : please read ‘Roller’ - the slang

for a Rolls Royce which
Mr Geoff Cookson could not
countenance.

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath
Mobile: 07831 342209

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!)
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“DISGUSTING” FLOWER SHOWS

Back in 1907 the Annual Flower Shows at Sedgley and Gornal were
branded “disgusting "'by the local temperance society after both events
were disrupted by drunken youths.

Although the Sedgley Show was held amidst thunderstorms it was reported
that the beer tent was extremely busy and took over £80 (a very considerable
sum in those days).

Over in Gornal a fortnight later—with better weather bringing out more
crowds to the event—so many people were waiting impatiently to be served in
the beer tent that the tap had to be knocked out of the barrels and buckets filled
with beer to enable it to be served more quickly.

After the Shower it was reported that one youth had to be carried home drunk by his friends and that
a party of young men arrived home so late that they were locked out of their houses and had to spend
the night in a hay loft where they were found the following morning by the farmer.

The Temperance Society estimated that over a third of the visitors to the Gornal Show had no interest
in the flowers on display but only saw the inside of the beer tent. Their anger was mainly directed at
the Rev James Rooker, vicar of St James’ Church who was Chairman of the organising committee.
They pointed out that as a magistrate as well as churchman he was in a position where he should do
all in his power to ensure that such behaviour was not allowed to occur again. Not surprisingly the
Society’s view was that this could best be achieved by banning the sale of alcohol.

(& PAINTING & DECORATING 00 ADAMS
(&) HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS a0

(&) LOCKS & SAFE FITTING LOCKS & MAINTENANCE LTD
(ZJ GENERAL MAINTENANCE 07876 612785

FREE QUOTES
FULLY INSURED

@ FENCING & GARDENING
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER?

One question that I am frequently asked is whether I can supply the names of speakers—granted
there are a lot of names available via the internet but what if you are not well versed in computers?
Over the course of the next few months we will be providing the names and details of various local
speakers. So, if you are a speaker and would like to be included free of charge in this feature, then
please email your details together with a current photograph to Gail at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

MICHELE BIRCH BARRY PICKEN

Michele offers a varied range of talks. She draws || Barry has been giving talks
on her own family history by way of using family || to local clubs and societies

links and demonstrations of Japanese gift for over 20 years and covers

wrapping techniques—this is a popular talk a variety of topics currently
towards Christmas time especially. including:

She also has a great interest in poppies—glass 'Red Flowers and a Bag of

fantasy film demonstrations and an involvement || Old Bones' - the story of the
in poppy displays. This is a highly popular talk || Poppy and the Tomb of the
towards November. Unknown Warrior

Another talk is the power of colour and their ‘The Habsbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the
affects on people suffering with mental health || Romanovs - from obscurity to oblivion'
issues. A further talk is ‘Food and Your Mood’

which looks at the effect of food on our mood

and why it is so important to eat healthily.

'They took their Lifeboat to the top of the
mountain’ - the Lynmouth Lifeboat January 1899
As well as being a health and wellbeing tutor for "Edith Cavell - heroine or spy'
adult education Michele is also a life coach 'Railway wagon 132’ - who were the three most
offering talks on positive thinking, resilience, important people to be carried in a goods wagon
motivation and self-esteem. She also offers the

opportunity to tailor her talks to cater for any All of the talks are given with a power point

given audience and is more than happy to talk to || Presentation
organisers about their requirements. For availability, please talk to Barry
For availability, please contact Michele either by email at:
either by email at: bpicken119@aol.com
michelebirch6@gmail.com or
or telephone on 0791 853 2284 Telephone 07940 743807

KATE ROUND : Kate has been doing talks to local clubs and societies for over
15 years, on behalf of Dudley Museums Service, and is based at the iconic Red House
Glass Cone, the home of Stuart Crystal. Kate talks about the glass industry, the
artistry, and legacy of cut-glass, and the lives and skills of the people who made it.
Check out her website https://kateround.com/

All of her talks are listed with a description of content and all are presented
with slides. For availability, please talk to Kate either by email at:

kateround.round@gmail.com or telephone on 07968 396679
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JOHN HOMER - KAREN EVANS
A BLACK COUNTRY After completing a History degree
BLOKE! Karen taught in primary schools

For many years he has &
been involved with West #
Bromwich Albion, the

Albion Foundation and
the Black Country things genealogical. Her love and enthusiasm for
Living Museum, and is history was the impetus for her talks be it

also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF Regency dancing or using DNA in her own

AND I” group which is a dementia support research. Karen’s talks include:

group for carers.

before retiring in 2015. She then
wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books
for the History Press and she is

currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an
He is a speaker on everything and anything to 1823 murder in her family which sent her on a
do with the Black Country and local football. thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery.
‘Where does my family come from?’ -
Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this
talk covers areas such as understanding how
the test works in very general terms.
‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every
savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but
what would he have seen in the ballrooms of
Telephone: 01384 236827 the day?

Mobile: 07818 291578

Email: johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes,
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country
and life in general!

For further details of talks available please
contact John either by:

For a full list of talks available and availability
please contact Karen on 07462 801829 or email
her at karenevansdna@gmail.com

4 ALAN PEACE: Alan began his working life as a printer but has also been a

&l youth worker and a professional climbing instructor. His high altitude climbing
career has sent him around the world to places such as The Alps, Russia, Argentina,
Norway, Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and Mongolia. He spent 10 years as a volunteer
lorry driver with the German Red Cross delivering humanitarian aid throughout Eastern Europe and
for 27 years was the Senior Warden of the Himley Park estate near Dudley. He is an Ambassador
and volunteer fundraiser for Cancer Research UK and a local councillor and in his spare time he
skippers a 70 foot narrowboat running day trips.

Himley Hall—Past, Present and Future—Concentrating mainly upon the social history of the
Himley estate and the many notable people who have visited.

Never Work with Children or Animals (by the man who has done both and survived!) - an
anecdotal and light-hearted look at some of the comical situations Alan has found himself in
during 40 years of working with both children and animals!

The 1000km Stroll—backpacking the South West Coast Path—Back in May 2021 Alan travelled
to Minehead in Somerset to begin backpacking the 1000km long South West Coast Path in aid of
Cancer Research.—an eight week expedition and the follow-up expedition the reverse way in 2022.
For a full list of talks and availability please contact Alan on
07791 900445 or email him at alrobpeace@btinternet.com
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MOTHER-IN LAW THREAT

SUCCEEDS!

Gornal has long had a reputation for producing quality boxers and one of the very best
was Jem Hall.

Although he had beaten several useful opponents it was only in 1836 when he had defeated
John ‘One-Eyed Wonder’ Bate that he was recognised as Gornal’s Champion.

V ,, (} O . His next fight was against Charley Hedge, who was
,A" ¢ “ (' ‘s known as the ‘Brierley Hill Pet’. For a stake of £20
2 winner takes all) the two men faced each other near

J»_\_ \,& R )

"= Kinver. A contemporary account paints a pretty grim
P /| picture of the two boxers: “Jem the Gornal champion
' rf" VES [,‘ was no oil painting and had no pretensions to
»\ ﬁ /‘ ; pulchritude but when he smiled it did not detract from

i /»r A ' his appearance. Charley from Brierley Hill was grim
’l ”’f ’f /ﬁ W b , visaged and above his eyes was a double thickness of

""" bone strong enough to protect them from any bare fisted

J'x* “7= s attack. If Jem had been in the rear rank when good looks
=R ’K”-" .~ were handed out then Charley had not been on the
k - parade ground at all.”

The fight started with Jem Hall as odds on favourite and very soon it was clear that he had
the upper hand, inflicting considerable punishment on his slower opponent. Then, Hall was
caught on the ropes and took a number of telling blows that seemed to signal the beginning
of the end for the Gornal man.

One of the most vociferous on-lookers at the side of the ring was Jem Hall’s wife, Maria.
She started cursing her husband and even threatened to move her mother into their house
unless he put more effort into winning. Whilst this caused great hilarity amongst the rest of
the crowd who heard such a potent threat it certainly seemed to work and slowly but surely
Hall gained the upper hand and in the 49th round his opponent finally had no alternative
but to succumb to his stronger and more powerful adversary.

Not surprisingly Maria Hall forgave her husband’s earlier lapse and even withdraw her threat
of moving her mother into the marital home.

In the years after this epic battle Jem Hall and Charley Hedge became good friends and they
even became in-laws when Jem’s son married Charley’s daughter. Although Jem Hall had a
number of other bouts after this epic, Charley Hedge retired form competitive prize fighting
after his defeat.
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1. (i) Needand Knead 4. The answer is 10 minutes and 24 seconds—
(i) Mare and Mayor but the explanation would take a page in itself so
(iii) Hungary and Hungry you’ll have to take our word for it!

(iv) File and Phial

(v) Ode and Owed 5. A: Painless operation
v w

B: No pain, no gain

2. Neither. Six and seven make 13 not 14! 6. The odds are 1 in 2 or 50%. The number
showing on the first die is not of consequence.
3. 24. Itisactually a lot more simple than itat ~ Whether it is even or odd the chance of it being

first seems. Each hen lays an 2 the opposite on the second die (thereby ensuring
egg and a half and therefore b ?S: A the total is odd) is still just 1 in 2.
& ~

each lays four eggs in six

days—and six hens would Il P e WATCH OUT FORMO
therefore lay 24 eggs in six days. BRAINTEAS

COMPETITION WINNERS

The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the APRIL edition was PAINTS
which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who each receive a
£50.00 B&Q GIFT VOUCHER are:

MRS J. BRITTON of BILSTON and A
" RACHEL JEWELS of KINVER
>. " ‘
You can find this month’s competition on page 30. - v

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed — multiple entries will be disqualified.
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

WIN Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,

TICKETS TO TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to
' villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on
Friday 22" May 2026 - GOOD LUCK!

Congratulations to MIKE BULLOCK of
IN BILSTON KINGSWINFORD who was the lucky winner of the
two tickets on offer in the APRIL 2026 edition.
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Despite the closure of the national
Townswomen's Guild organisation, Sedgley
TG is continuing, as it has done for over 70
years in Sedgley, to provide fun and
friendship for women, the chance to learn
new skills and to improve lives. Lots of
events and activities to get involved with -
just take a look at the poster (below).

£ Tipton's Edwardian Architect: the Life

%/ & andTimes of George Harry Wenyon
=" An lllustrated Talk by Heith Hodgkins

WHAT HAPPENS AT SEDGLEY TG?

. Meet others and make new friends

. Speaker or entertainment event
(every 3rd Monday 7.15pm SCC*)

. Lots of enjoyable activity groups to join:
craft & games group (every Wednesday 2pm SCC?)
TG Singers choir (most Mondays 7pm SCC*)
walking & strolling groups
lunch & supper clubs
book club
theatre trips
film club
Orange Cafes
open gardens (summer)

. Jain in with local, national and
international projects and
campaigns fo help others

. Day trips & enjoyable outings
. One-off special events
. Monthly newsletter available for all members

Visitors and new members always welcome.
For more information, please contact Karen on

07473885197 or karenm_moore@sky.com

FREE ENTRY

30 May | 10.30am
Victoria Road

St James the Great Lower Gornal

A

oorree
MORNING

SATURDAY 16TH MAY 2026
10 AM - 12 NOON
MEMORIAL HALL

LOWER GORNAL DY3 2PE

*Sedgley Communily Centre
Ladies Walk, Sedgley, Dudley DY3 3UA COFFEE, TEA &
www.facebook.com/SedgleyEVETG HOMEBAKED CAKES
\
RAFFLE
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Organised by Tipton Town Libraries Local History Group
BLACK COUNTRY
LOCAL HISTORY FAYRE

it
i

Saturday 6th June 2026
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

TIPTON SPORTS ACADEMY & SOCIAL CLUB
Wednesbury Oak Road, Tipton, DY4 0BS

125 Years of the

Tipton & Coseley
Building Society

Unseen School Photos

of Tipton Green
Junior School

Meet the Tipton Harriers .

Exhibition by Award
Winning Nigel Martin

Warley Model !
mw
'u'l'l @
AN

SPECIAL F"'FDFDEHAN’(‘E By

o . THEBLACK
COUNTRY WOMEN
2 - 12:30 P.M. ¥

For more information piease contact the History Group on ttiihistorygroup @outiook.com

Tipton Town Libraries Local History Group

P

at Sedgley Communlty Centre
10am -12 noon everys 30 Saturday
at the'Cﬁfee Mornmg

A\WELCOME

'FREE ENTRY

58

CRAFT GR GAMES?:

Unlimited
\\ hot drinks

Do you prefer to do &
handicraftsor S
play board and

card games?

Wednesday 2-4pm starting 22.4.26
Sedgley Community Centre,
Ladies Walk, DY3 3U

Contact 07473885107 for more details,

Visitors welcome g

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL
BE IN THE JUNE 2026
EDITION AND THE
COPY DEADLINE IS

Monday, 18th May 2026.
Don’t forget that insertions are free if
you run a Group or Association that
is non-profit making.

Please send your details via email to
Gail at
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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do something healthy (4
learn wew skills ~ [3

be part of & team

< ca —— ir

A Sedgley-based choir for all ladies in the local area, P
Only £3 a session (only £2 for TG members of any quild).
The songs performed are a lively mixture of old and new.
New singers are always welcome to join the choir '
= sheet music will be provided, there is no auditionand =l
everyone is helpful and friendly. -
The TG Singers meet on the first, second and fourth (+ fifth)
Monday evenings of each manth at ?.Oﬂfm
L in Sedgley Community Centre DY3 3UA.
For more information contact; 07473885197 karenm_moore@sky.com
hittps:/ /www. facebook.com/TGSingersSedgley

Saturday 6th June

2pm-4pm

MEMORIAL HALL DY3 2PE

® FREEENTRY

JOIN US FOR LOTS OF FUN!

KNIT & NATTER

10.30am Saturday 1st June

~ ALL WELCOME

St Chad’s Church Hall
Oak Street, Coseley WV14 9TA

FRIENDS
OF
SEDGLEY
BEACON

are meeting on
Wednesday 13th
May at 7.00pm at
the Beacon Tower,
to discuss
renovation works
on the Tower and
improvements to
Sedgley Beacon.
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SEDGLEY LADIES
FRIENDSHIP
GROUP
(formerly known as Sedgley
Morning Townswomen’s
Guild) meet at Beacon
Centre for the Blind,

Wolverhampton Road East, WV4 6AZ on

the first Thursday of the month at
10.00am to 12.00 noon.

At our June 4th meeting we are looking
forward to welcoming to the group a local
flower arranger.

All are welcome—Remember that your
first visit is free.

Gaynor Ormevod,

SEDGLEY ACTIVE
RETIREMENT GROUP

meet every Thursday morning at Sedgley
Community Centre, Ladies Walk, Sedgley
DY3 3UA

from 10.00am-12.00 noon (term time only).

COMING UP...

14th May—’Dublin & The Wicklow
Mountains’ by speaker Howard Drury

21st May—’John Wesley—the Man
who saved England’
by speaker Chris Pearce

28th May—HALF TERM
4th June—Quiz

11th June—Video presentation—
Dublin & Wicklow Mountains

by speaker Howard Drury

Kerry’s Pink Part

In support of ...

BREAST
CANCER
NOW s

Saturday 23rd May

18th June—Skittles

25th June—The Jewellery Quarter Past
and Present by speaker Andy Munro

2nd July—The Sweet Life of Bournville
by speaker Bob Booth

New Members are always welcome
and the first two sessions are free.
For further information, please contact

2pm St Chad'’s, Coseley
Cream Tea & Entertainment
PINK sales table, Stuart Lawley
PINK crafts & raffle. \ on 01902 882973
Tickets £5 from Kerry 07794618943
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DUDLEY PROBUS
CLUB

lunch meetings are held on the 2nd

Thursday in the month starting at 12.30pm

and are held at The Lodge, Wellington
Road, Dudley DY1 1RD.

COMING UP...

14 May—Kate Davies from Dudley
Trading Standards talks about ‘Preventing
Scams’

11 June—David Bartlett—Black Country
Tales.

9 July—Andrew French—The Beatles.
13 August—Annual Club Quiz with
quizmaster Allen Round

10 September—Annual General Meeting
8 October—Bingo

and 12 November—Jack Williams—Dudley
Zoo

10 December—Christmas Lunch with
entertainment.by Holly Reynolds

Further details can be obtained
by emailing
dudleyprobus@gmail.com

www.sedgleylocalhistory.org.uk
(also on Facebook)

Schoolteachers, Andrew
Barnett and Trevor Genge were
co-founders of the Society in
1984. Andrew launched the Sedgley Local
History Museum (closed 2004) and Trevor
published five books on the Sedgley Manor
villages. Both were avid researchers and
staunch supporters of conservation

projects.

COMING UP...

THURSDAY 14™ MAY - 7:30 pm
Annual General Meeting followed by “Early Years
at Soho”. Mary Bodfish celebrates industrialist
Matthew Boulton and his famous Smethwick
works culminating in the historic partnership with
engineer and inventor James Watt.

THURSDAY 17" JUNE - 7:00 pm
Visit or walk—TBA

THURSDAY 8™ OCTOBER -
7:00 pm

‘Beers & Breweries of the Black Country’ -

a presentation by Keith Hodgkins

Visitors are always welcome
Individual talks—£2.00

St Andrew’s Church,
27 Bilston Street, Sedgley
DY3 1JA
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

ACCOUNTANTS
Nicholas Barwell & Co 12
Gornal Accounting 13

BATHROOM/KITCHENS
Changing Rooms 41

BEER COMPANIES
The Jinja Beer Company Ltd 23

BLINDS & AWNINGS
Castle Blinds & Awnings 36-37

BUTCHERS
Abbey Road Traditional Butchers 20

CAR REPAIRS & SERVICE

Northway Autos 4
Dudley Car Bodyshop Ltd 21
The Bostin Motor Mon 13
Chips Away 16

CARPETS & FLOORING
Trinity Carpets 27
Home Choice Carpets & Flooring 19

CARPET CLEANING
Zero Dry Time 46-47

CLUBS & COMMUNITY CENTRES

The Robin, Bilston 25&56
DENTAL SERVICES

Simply Dentures 49
DOUBLE GLAZING

Cloudy 2 Clear Windows 5
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Wilf’s Electrical 22
ESTATE AGENTS

Taylors Estate Agents 29
EVENTS

Wall Heath Dog Show 22
FOOT HEALTHCARE

Professional Foot Healthcare 8
FUNERAL SERVICES

J.R. Jones & Co 24

FURNITURE

Dreamworld Furniture IFC

Buy Sofas Direct 10-11

GARAGE DOORS & SECURITY
SHUTTERS

Rings Security, Shutters & Gates 40

GAS, PLUMBING & HEATING
Wheelers Gas, Plumbing & Heating 28
Rightio Plumbing & Heating 39

KITCHEN & BATHROOM INTERIORS
Changing Rooms 41

KITCHEN DOORS
Dream Doors OBC

LOCKS & SAFES
Adam’s Locks & Maintenance Ltd 51

MEMORIALS

Bates Memorials 9
MOBILITY

Power Link 44
Chapter Living Solutions 35

MUSIC VENUES

The Robin Club, Bilston 25&56
NURSERIES & PLANT CENTRES

Beacon Nurseries & Plant Centre 48
Prestwood Cave Nursery 30-31
PUBLIC HOUSES

The Five Ways Inn 6
ROOFING/FASCIAS/GUTTERING
Pedmore Roofing Services 7
My Clean Gutters 15
R&M Complete Roofing Specialists 17
LDF Fascias & Guttering 35
GMD Roofing & PVC 42-43
SKIP HIRE COMPANIES

M T Skips Ltd 32-33
TREE & LANDSCAPING SERVICES

Tree & Landscaping Services 14
Gornal Tree & Garden Services 48
WINDOWS & DOORS

Gold Oak Windows IBC

Yillage Voice
MAGAZINE

Provides the ideal opportunity
for local businesses to advertise
their goods and services at a
very reasonable cost.
There are three separate editions
each month in the areas:
Sedgley / Gornal /
Coseley / Tipton;
Kingswinford / Wall Heath /
Wordsley;
Wombourne / Swindon /
Penn [ Kinver
Advertising rates start at the
equivalent of just £10.00
plus VAT per month.

If you would like further
information then please
call Gailon
0781 7904477
or email:
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

PLEASE MENTION
Yillage Voice
WHEN USING THE SERVICES

OF OUR ADVERTISERS
THANK YOU.

—— ONTHE—

HOME FRONT

PAGES 38-39
® Ovenblitz Midlands
® Joanne Stallard
Foot Health Professional
® Sam’s Exterior Cleaning
Services
® Document Storage
® AR Sparks Electrical
® Healing Hands Homecare
® Gold for Cash
e A.L.F. Handyman
® Bates Memorials
(Worktops)
® WV5 Power Tool Repairs
® Wombourne Tyres

To Advertise in Village Voice call Gail on 01384 866688 or 0781 790 4477

It’s cheaper than you thought - Prices start at just £10 (+VAT) per month!
CALL TODAY!

VILLAGE VOICE is published by Village Voice Magazines © 2026

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




01902 259706 (M

07874810219 O
goldoakwindows.co.uk
enquiry@goldoakwindows.co.uk O

GIVE YOUR
HOME A NEW
LEASE OF LIFE

We use the highest quality
products which are energy
efficient, building regulation
compliant with police

approved security. : ]
FINANCE AVAILABLE
e Windows e Canopies e Garage Doors
We Supply e Doors ® Roofline e Ultion Locks
& Install: e Conservatories e Warm Roof e Bi-fold Doors
® Porches ® Roof Lantern ® Glass Units

10 Year We are a family run business offering a professional and.
Guarantee friendly service with no pressure selling. Get in touch for a
free quotation.
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DREAM DOORS"

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

QUALITY KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

by simply replacing the doors and worktops

BEFORE

MODERN _ TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

> Up to 50% less than a fully 86 Lawnswood Road,
fitted kitchen Wordsley, DY8 5NA
dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

Call us now for a free estimate:

> Cost effective made to measure solution 01384 956119

» Replacement kitchen doors

> Worktops and appliances 01 562 541208
» Quick Installation in 2-3 days by
local professionals Cheelaifadessm 0.8/10

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

* T&C apply. See in store for more details.






