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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD 
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION 
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Cover story
VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

IN THIS ISSUE
4 Win 2 x tickets to the fabulous Robin 2 Club in Bilston.
12,22,34,48 It’s A Fact!
30 An article about the Pearson family of Brierley Hill who   
 became one of the most wealthy and respected families in   
 Kingswinford.
36 Brainteasers
38 One of our highly popular ‘Order in Court’ accounts
54-55 For our Wordsearch competition this month our very 
 good friends at Prestwood Cave Nursery have very kindly   
 supplied our prize. Two lucky winners will each win a 
 14” Hanging Basket.
56-57 ‘The Great DY6 Spring Clean’.
59 Do you remember…a trip down memory lane for some.
64-65 Our Charity Focus this month is The Geo�  Hill Trust
68 Brainteasers Answers
74-77 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is 
FRIDAY, 22nd MAY 2026.  Entries received after this date will not 
be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, telephone 
number and email address are included on your entry.

This month we are thinking more about birdlife 
and somewhat quirky garden ornaments.

The humble gnome can be found in many guises. 
Known as Gartenzwerge in Germany they are small humanoid 
� gurines that have become a highly popular feature in so many 
gardens. Their roots can be traced back to European folklore 
particularly in Germanic and Scandinavian traditions where 
gnomes were believed to be earth spirits that protected treasures 
underground and o� ered good fortune to landowners.

Gnomes were at one point banned from England’s most prestigious 
� ower show for well over a century. In 2026 they are de� nitely 
making a comeback and bring with them a distinct 
personality all of their own.

Gail   
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DON’T MISS OUT ON 
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies 
of this edition of Village Voice

are delivered throughout 
Kingswinford, Wall Heath 

and Wordsley. 
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area. 
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline 

for the JUNE 2026 edition of 
VILLAGE VOICE is 

MONDAY, 18th MAY 2026.
 Please book your space early to 

avoid disappointment.

DO YOU RUN A 
NON PROFIT MAKING 

CLUB OR SOCIETY? 
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday 22nd May 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to MIKE BULLOCK of 
KINGSWINFORD who was the lucky winner of the 

two tickets on offer in the APRIL 2026 edition.
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community-run business”
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Win £20,000 CASH when you 
replace your glass!
We’re celebrating 20 years of 
excellence – and you could win 
£20,000 in our Anniversary 
competition! To enter, simply spend 
£500 or more with us between now 
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear, 
a trusted family-run business, has 
been the UK’s leading domestic glass 
replacement specialists, serving as 
your One-Stop Shop for all your 
glazing requirements – and now we’re 
marking this milestone with an exciting 
competition where one lucky customer 
will win £20,000! We take pride in 
generating our own leads, crafting 
tailored quotes, and manufacturing 
our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors—our team 
consists entirely of skilled, in-house 
professionals, guaranteeing consistent 
quality and reliability. Every glass unit 
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting 
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame 
replacements that lead to unnecessary 
redecoration expenses? By replacing 

only the failed glass unit, we save you 
money and minimise disruption – 
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000 
prize draw while upgrading your home. 
Join over 344,000 satisfied customers 
who trust our ethical, affordable service. 
Failed double glazing can compromise 
your home’s protection and energy 
efficiency, so check your windows 
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been 
committed to saving customers money 
while supporting local communities. 
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our 
focus is on replacing just the glass, not 
the entire window, which reduces costs 
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop, 
we manage everything—from lead 
generation to crafting premium glass 
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated 
after-sales support—making us the 
smart, cost-effective choice in any 
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to 
enter the competition), 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T’s&C’s apply. 
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more 
information)

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   | � �F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   | � �E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
N ow Op en

52- 54 Ox f ord St reet , K iddim inst er  
DY10 1AR

Caroline G roup  
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1439

Ab igail 
3+ 2  £1449 

3+ 1+ 1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+ 2  £2499

3+ 1+ 1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249. 99

Monz a G roup  
3+ 2  £1299

 3+ 1+ 1  £1599

Oliv ia 
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1399

Indigo G roup   
3 +  2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1299

K ent  G roup  
3+ 2 £1249

3+ 1+ 1  £1449

N ewb ury G roup  
3+ 2  £1399 

3+ 1+ 1  £1649

Jodie G roup  
3+ 2  £1499 

3+ 1+ 1  £1849

N icole G roup
3+ 2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1369

Sally Leat h er 
elect ric recliner av ailab le in grey,  

ch arcoal and b rown

3+ 2  £1999 
3+ 1+ 1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Op ening h ours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   6 28/04/2026   06:25
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Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
N ow Op en

52- 54 Ox f ord St reet , K iddim inst er  
DY10 1AR

Caroline G roup  
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1439

Ab igail 
3+ 2  £1449 

3+ 1+ 1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+ 2  £2499

3+ 1+ 1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249. 99

Monz a G roup  
3+ 2  £1299

 3+ 1+ 1  £1599

Oliv ia 
3+ 2  £1279

3+ 1+ 1  £1399

Indigo G roup   
3 +  2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1299

K ent  G roup  
3+ 2 £1249

3+ 1+ 1  £1449

N ewb ury G roup  
3+ 2  £1399 

3+ 1+ 1  £1649

Jodie G roup  
3+ 2  £1499 

3+ 1+ 1  £1849

N icole G roup
3+ 2  £1099

3+ 1+ 1  £1369

Sally Leat h er 
elect ric recliner av ailab le in grey,  

ch arcoal and b rown

3+ 2  £1999 
3+ 1+ 1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Op ening h ours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT
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We have come across another batch of interesting cases that were heard in the 
magistrates courts at Kingswinford and Wordsley in the 1860s. 

The first case dates from 1861 and involved a William Cann of Kinver who was charged by 
James Mills, the gamekeeper to George Dudley of Compton House, of being on private land 
in pursuit of game. Cann was seen with three rabbits under his arm but escaped capture at 
the time. Although he pleaded not guilty, a witness was produced to say that he been  
offered two rabbits by Cann just hours after the episode.  

Cann was found guilty and was sentenced to three months with hard labour after which he 
had to produce two sureties in the sum of £10 each to ensure that he kept out of trouble for 
the following 12 months.  

The second case relates to a case of “wife abandonment”. David Duckless was brought  
before the magistrates in Kingswinford in 1862 accused of not supporting his wife who was 
having to claim from the parish funds. In his defence he said that she was not a good wife -
she could not cook, was drunk most of the time and would frequently leave the house and 
children for days at a time. The magistrate said although he was appalled at her behaviour it 
was still right that Duckless should support her. However, he did say that for her actions she 
should be committed to prison for two months, during which time her husband would not 
have to pay for her.  

ORDER IN COURT! 
We have come across another batch of interesting cases that were heard in the 

magistrates courts at Kingswinford and Wordsley in the 1860s. 

The first case dates from 1861 and involved a William Cann of Kinver who was charged by 
James Mills, the gamekeeper to George Dudley of Compton House, of being on private land 
in pursuit of game. Cann was seen with three rabbits under his arm but escaped capture at 
the time. Although he pleaded not guilty, a witness was produced to say that he been  
offered two rabbits by Cann just hours after the episode.  

Cann was found guilty and was sentenced to three months with hard labour after which he 
had to produce two sureties in the sum of £10 each to ensure that he kept out of trouble for 
the following 12 months.  

The second case relates to a case of “wife abandonment”. David Duckless was brought  
before the magistrates in Kingswinford in 1862 accused of not supporting his wife who was 
having to claim from the parish funds. In his defence he said that she was not a good wife -
she could not cook, was drunk most of the time and would frequently leave the house and 
children for days at a time. The magistrate said although he was appalled at her behaviour it 
was still right that Duckless should support her. However, he did say that for her actions she 
should be committed to prison for two months, during which time her husband would not 
have to pay for her.  

ORDER IN COURT! 
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CALL: 01384 624 326 – 07788 800 099

EXPERIENCED | PROFESSIONAL | QUALITY

A local business with a reputation for providing high
quality workmanship, at competitive prices. With over 40
years experience in the home improvement and roofing trades,
you can rest assured you are dealing with professionals.
years experience in the home improvement and roofing trades,

FLAT ROOF SOLUTIONS

CALL NOWFOR YOURFREE QUOTE!

QUALITYQUALITY

CALL NOWFOR YOURFREE QUOTE!

YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS IN: 
FLAT ROOFING, FASCIAS, GUTTERS,

CLADDING & ROOF LANTERNS

INSURANCE WORK ALSO UNDERTAKEN
CONTACT US FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE.

CALL US : 07462 800300 
EMAIL US: kevin@trusted-roofers.co.uk

Flat roofing.
We supply and fit Firestone 
EPDM Rubber Roof Systems.

Cost effective, waterproof, long 
lasting and low maintenance.

Toughened flat roof 
lanterns.

Can be installed to existing roofs,
we do it all: lighting, insulation, 

re-boarding ceilings 
and plastering.

20 YEAR WARRANTY
50-year plus life span expectancy

Your local

Firestone EPDM 

Registered

Installer

Your local

Firestone EPDM 

Registered

Installer

Extensions, Verandas,
Porches, Garages.

Superior durability, seamless 
sheets in 1 piece, very low life-

cycle cost, easy installation.

Trusted Roofers Ltd trading as Flat Roof Solutions

● Flat Roof Systems ● New Roofs in Tile and Slate
● All Roof Repairs ● Storm Damage ● Insurance Work Undertaken

● Chimney Work (Re-points, Reductions & Drops)
● Loft Conversions ● UPVC Fascia Boards ● Guttering & Soffi ts 

● New Maintenance Free Dry Ridge & Hip Systems
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience ●

��No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

;;Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount;;

● Tree Work ●  Paths ●  Fencing ● Turf ● Artificial Grass ●  Driveways ●  Block 
paving ● Tarmac ● Ground works ● Drainage ● Gates and gateways ● Patios

●� �Tree Work
●� �Paths
●� �Fencing
●� �Turf
●� �Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●��Driveways
●��Block paving

●��Tarmac
●��Ground 

works
●��Drainage

●��Gates and 
gateways

●�Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

;;Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount;;

Specialists

●��Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

++ +

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY
GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT

GUARANteedG U A R A N T E E
D

PR
EM

IUM PRODUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM

£39
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience ●

��No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
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R
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& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

;;Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount;;

● Tree Work ●  Paths ●  Fencing ● Turf ● Artificial Grass ●  Driveways ●  Block 
paving ● Tarmac ● Ground works ● Drainage ● Gates and gateways ● Patios

●� �Tree Work
●� �Paths
●� �Fencing
●� �Turf
●� �Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344
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S
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TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
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& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●��Driveways
●��Block paving

●��Tarmac
●��Ground 

works
●��Drainage

●��Gates and 
gateways

●�Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

;;Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount;;

Specialists

●��Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

++ +

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY
GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT

GUARANteedG U A R A N T E E
D

PR
EM

IUM PRODUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM

£39
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Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers

LW
·V

 D
 I

D
F

W�
 

 The origin of the term ‘Black Country’ 
provides historians with something of a 
dilemma.  Whilst the Oxford English 
Dictionary identifies its first use as being 
in a book written by J.C. Young and 
published in 1834 that reference is used 
merely as a description and according to 
the OED the first time that the term was 
actually attached to a specific area was in an article in the ‘Daily Telegraph’ in 
December 1864.   

There are, however, at least two published sources of the term that pre-dates 
this—the earliest being a book called ‘All Round the Wrekin’ by Walter White 
which was published in 1860.  Certainly at this time the region deserved such an 
epithet with over 440 collieries, almost 200 blast furnaces and more than 1120 
ironworks within a five mile radius of Dudley Castle.   

It is said that at night the fires from the furnaces and forges could be seen from 
many miles away and that by day a black cloud of smoke hung over the area.  
Indeed, so bad was the pollution that legend has it that for over 9 months Dudley 
Castle could not be seen from the bottom of Castle Hill. 

How many readers remember Holbeach Dairy Farm which stood where the  
Maidensbridge housing estate now is?  It disappeared in 1958. 
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DECORMAR
Home Garden & Pet Supplies

Wall H
eath

Cards & Gift Bags ●  Key Cutting ● Calor Gas  ● Logs & Coal
11A Enville Rd, Kingswinford DY6 0JT
Monday - Friday 9am – 5pm  Saturday 9am – 4:30pm  
Sunday hours (from April) 10am – 1pm 01384 274312

DIY and 
Hardware
Everything you 
need for your 
home projects

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   13 28/04/2026   06:25



14 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Excellent
Based on 2,000+ reviews

taxassist.co.uk/kingswinford

Call 01384 913 888

Find us at our new shop:
1-3 Moss Grove,

Kingswinford, DY6 9HS

For the   right accountancy services   delivered at the   

  right price,   contact TaxAssist Accountants today.

Free consultations available by telephone and online:

Account.
Ability.
Your local, expert advisors. Here to 
help Kingswinford businesses thrive.
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With over 20 years experience in commercial vehicle sales, 
we o� er a tailored service unrivalled by others.

We specialise in providing high quality vehicles at competitive prices and can source 
any requirements, should we not currently stock what you are looking for.

We can provide a free valuation, should you be looking to part exchange 
and o� er a three month warranty period from point of purchase. 

Call our team to discuss your requirements further.

Sell Your Van To Us!
Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
West Midlands
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
Monday – Friday 08:30 – 17:00
Saturday – Appointment only

Sunday – Closed

Welcome to Euro Van Centre

Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk
www.eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Monday – Friday 08:30 – 17:00
Saturday – Appointment only

Sunday – Closed

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
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Why Choose Rings Security 
Shutters and Gates Ltd?
●  Full Range of Products
●  Aesthetically Pleasing, 

Mechanically Efficient
●  Fully Trained Staff  
●  Adding Protection and Value
●  Compliant to industry Standards
●  Colours, Sizes and Operation 

Flexible to Customer

GARAGE DOORS 
ROLLER SHUTTERS 
TRELLIS GATES

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Nationwide 
Emergency Cover

24 Hours 
365 Days a year

We came across an interesting tale of how a couple walking down Quarry Bank High Street 
were confronted by four Americans asking the way to ³John Lennon’s School´� 

It seems that the visitors were staying in Birmingham and that 
a news report about a new award being made in the former 
Beatle¶s name mentioned that he had attended Quarry Bank 
School. Seeing the area called Quarry Bank on a local map the 
Americans hotfooted over to Brierley Hill to see the great 
man's alma mater. Imagine their disappointment when they 
found out they were 100 miles out! 

Their story, however, set us researching the school in question 
that shares its name with our local area—and found out it had a 
truly astounding list of former pupils. As well as John Lennon 
(who named his first group The Quarrymen after the school) 
other well known names to have attended include from the 
world of entertainment comedian Les Dennis, actor Derek Nimmo and scriptwriter Jimmy  
McGovern, sportsmen Joe Royle and Steve Coppell and from the world of politics William Rogers 
(one of the original µGang of Four¶ who formed the SDP) and Labour¶s Peter Shore. Also Brian  
Barwick, former Chief Executive of the Football Association, was a former pupil. One of Lennon¶s 
school reports was interesting : “Hopeless. Rather a clown in class. Likes wasting other pupils¶ time.”� 

BRAINTEASERS 
(as per Sedgley) 

THE OTHER QUARRY BANK SCHOOL 

Quarry Bank School (now Calderstones 
School) in Liverpool.  The school was 
opened in the former Victorian family 
home of a wealth timber merchant.  It 

was built in 1867. 

We came across an interesting tale of how a couple walking down Quarry Bank High Street 
were confronted by four Americans asking the way to ³John Lennon’s School´� 

It seems that the visitors were staying in Birmingham and that 
a news report about a new award being made in the former 
Beatle¶s name mentioned that he had attended Quarry Bank 
School. Seeing the area called Quarry Bank on a local map the 
Americans hotfooted over to Brierley Hill to see the great 
man's alma mater. Imagine their disappointment when they 
found out they were 100 miles out! 

Their story, however, set us researching the school in question 
that shares its name with our local area—and found out it had a 
truly astounding list of former pupils. As well as John Lennon 
(who named his first group The Quarrymen after the school) 
other well known names to have attended include from the 
world of entertainment comedian Les Dennis, actor Derek Nimmo and scriptwriter Jimmy  
McGovern, sportsmen Joe Royle and Steve Coppell and from the world of politics William Rogers 
(one of the original µGang of Four¶ who formed the SDP) and Labour¶s Peter Shore. Also Brian  
Barwick, former Chief Executive of the Football Association, was a former pupil. One of Lennon¶s 
school reports was interesting : “Hopeless. Rather a clown in class. Likes wasting other pupils¶ time.”� 

BRAINTEASERS 
(as per Sedgley) 

THE OTHER QUARRY BANK SCHOOL 

Quarry Bank School (now Calderstones 
School) in Liverpool.  The school was 
opened in the former Victorian family 
home of a wealth timber merchant.  It 

was built in 1867. 
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A ROOFING COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

07973 116 365 – 07739 564 133

Monday
Madness!
CURRIES
plusRice *DELIVERYCHARGESAND

TERMS&CONDITIONSAPPLY.

foronly
£15*

TAKE-AWAYONLY

2
TELEPHONE

01284 719116

108 RISBYGATE STREET • BURY ST EDMUNDS • IP33 3AA

VISIT OURWEBSITE
www.orissabse.co.uk

ALL
 ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 

UNDERTAKEN 

FROM COMPLETE 

NEW ROOFS 
TO SMALL 
REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS 
FELT FLAT ROOFING – FIBREGLASS ROOFING – ROOF REPAIRS

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS 
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OLDEST LICENSEE AT HINKSFORD 
The Old Bush Inn at 
Hinksford entered into the 
record books back in  1910 
when John Dutton, the 
landlord, died. It seems 
that at the time he was 
England's oldest licensee  
at the grand old age of 90. 

The pub had originally been 
called the “The Cock o’ the 
Hole” and in the 1874 was 
owned by William Reynolds. 
At the time John Dutton was  
a wealthy man who had made a fortune in the iron trade and was looking to retire. He saw 
that the pub was up for sale and decided that he would purchase “The Cock” and run a  
country pub. 

Under his ownership the pub acquired something of a reputation. As he was not concerned 
about the money side of the business he would—on a whim—refuse to serve people that he 
did not like the look of.  He would also refuse to open the pub for days at a time when he  
was busy doing other things, especially tending his extensive garden. His somewhat  
eccentric ways, however, rather than putting off customers actually intrigued them and, 
against the odds, the pub flourished.  

After his death in 1910 his son William took over and ran the pub along more conventional 
lines  - William, however, died at the age of just 34 a few years after his father had passed 
away. The pub was inherited by Ellen Dutton, William¶s wife, who ran it very successfully 
until her death in 1936. 

For almost five years after Ellen¶s death the pub lay empty and the building deteriorated  
until in the early 1940s it had been demolished. A new pub –called “The Old Bush” was 
built on the site but the standard  of construction left much to be desired and it almost had  
to be completely rebuilt again the in the 1970s.  

Today “The Old Bush” at Hinksford (not to be confused with the pub of the same name at 
the other end of the road in Swindon) is a popular drinking place with local residents and 
visitors alike. It also has a large function room that is often used for private parties. In fact  
it is a very welcoming place -not necessarily like its predecessor “The Cock o¶ the Hole”  
and its recorded law breaking landlord.  

 

OLDEST LICENSEE AT HINKSFORD 
The Old Bush Inn at 
Hinksford entered into the 
record books back in  1910 
when John Dutton, the 
landlord, died. It seems 
that at the time he was 
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After his death in 1910 his son William took over and ran the pub along more conventional 
lines  - William, however, died at the age of just 34 a few years after his father had passed 
away. The pub was inherited by Ellen Dutton, William¶s wife, who ran it very successfully 
until her death in 1936. 

For almost five years after Ellen¶s death the pub lay empty and the building deteriorated  
until in the early 1940s it had been demolished. A new pub –called “The Old Bush” was 
built on the site but the standard  of construction left much to be desired and it almost had  
to be completely rebuilt again the in the 1970s.  

Today “The Old Bush” at Hinksford (not to be confused with the pub of the same name at 
the other end of the road in Swindon) is a popular drinking place with local residents and 
visitors alike. It also has a large function room that is often used for private parties. In fact  
it is a very welcoming place -not necessarily like its predecessor “The Cock o¶ the Hole”  
and its recorded law breaking landlord.  
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WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WILL NEED FOR YOUR PET ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
If you are a pet owner then Natures Pawz can help you with food for your special pet. We have a large 
selection from food to treats to oral care and even puppy training pads together with a whole lot more...

NATURES PAWZ
Pet Supplies

Wall H
eath

01384 274985
07795 217374

33 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB
www.naturespawz.co.uk

Raw Food – 
all natural
Chews
Pig’s Ears
Pig’s feet
Dog
accessories

BIRDS
Bird seed
Hearts
Fat Balls
Suet blocks
Coconut 
halves
Peanuts
Small animal 
feed

AND MUCH 
MORE....

Local delivery
service 
available

INTRODUCING A NEW RANGE TO NATURES PAWZ
We are proud to have been appointed as a 
local stockist of BIRMINGHAM RAW.  
Birmingham Raw use only all natural raw 
ingredients which are free from additives 
thus supporting your dog’s optimal 
health and wellbeing.

Local delivery
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8 Townsend Place, Kingswinford DY6 9JL

Engin and his team welcome you to The Village Cafe experience where all 
food is freshly prepared to order and using only the best of ingredients

BREAKFASTS • LUNCHES • LIGHT BITES • CAKESBREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHT BITESBREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHT BITES CAKESLIGHT BITES

ALL DAY BREAKFASTS AND FULL ENGLISH SET BREAKFAST
Tea and toast or bread and butter served 8am - 4pm

TRY OUR HOMEMADE LASAGNE, SHEPHERDS PIE AND OMELETTES

OPEN SUNDAYS
9.00am – 3.00pm  

All Day Breakfasts

Sunday Lunches
served

12.00 noon – 3.00pm
(booking essential)
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BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

● New Grave Stones ●  Pet Memorials
● Garden Memorials ● Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone:  01384 985923
Mobile:   07956 872130

Website: www.bates-memorials.com

Green Powered Enterprise
100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop
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 Lenches Bridge, on the border of Pensnett and Kingswinford, was named after 

the Lench family, generations of whom were licensees of the nearby ‘Talbot’ 
pub in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  Initially it was designed to span the 
Stourbridge Extension Canal. 

December 1847 saw an interesting story in the press concerning a thief that took 
clothes from a washing line outside the police station in Kingswinford.  He was seen 
by the wife of one of the policemen who raised the alarm.  However, the thief—still 
clutching an armful of clothes—took off closely pursued by two policemen.   
Unfortunately he was not apprehended! 
Prince Rainier of Monaco (who later married the actress Grace Kelly) visited  
Wollaston when he was a child.  The reason for this was that his nanny was the  
sister of Wollaston’s vicar at the time (1929).  In later years he described his  
trip as ³cold, damp and not very pleasant´� 
For many years the Bell Inn in High Street, Kingswinford was owned by the  
Wheelwright¶s Arms Brewery in Netherton.  This was started by Samuel Kendrick 
Houghton in 1873 and then taken over by Joseph Davies who at first rented the 
brewery and beer house before purchasing it outright in 1888.  The enterprise  
expanded considerably over the years as generation after generation of the Davies 
family took charge.  In 1942, however, the family sold the brewery, its 12 pubs  
and two off licences to Mitchells & Butlers.  As well as the Bell the company 
owned The Old Swan at Pensnett, The Mount in Wombourne and The Crown in 
Kinver. 
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813 High Street
Kingswinford | DY6 8AD
waldrons.co.uk ǀ 01384 888 771

W a l d r o n s S o l i c i t o r s L t d i s A u t h o r i s e d & R e g u l a t e d b y t h e S o l i c i t o r s R e g u l a t i o n A u t h o r i t y . S R A N u m b e r : 5 6 4 4 3 9

Divorce can be difficult
We make it easier

Our family law solicitors
will help you move
forward with clarity and
confidence

Call us on:
01384 888 771
for expert advice

make it easier

w solicitors
move
clarity and

n:
71
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YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN COMPANY

PICKING UP THROUGHOUT DUDLEY,
HALESOWEN, KINGSWINFORD, 

STOURBRIDGE, WALL HEATH etc.

nternational Travel Ltd

DAY TOURS
Wed 8 Jul Chester £23
Sat 11 Jul Cowbridge & Porthcawl £26
Sun 19 Jul Bury St Edmunds & Lavenham £27
Thu 23 Jul Aberystwyth £23
Sat 25 Jul Birkenhead Markey & West Kirby £26
Sat 8 Aug Henley-on-Thames & Marlow £27

Sat 16 May Tissington Well Dressing £25
Sat 23 May Hay-on-Wye & Hereford £25
Sun 31 May Ironbridge & Shrewsbury £22
Wed 3 Jun Bath £23
Sun 14 Jun Buxton & Bakewell £26
Sat 27 Jun Oakham & Rutland Water £25

QUALITY HOLIDAYS 2026

For a brochure or to book 01299 402989
 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

 info@phillipstravel.co.uk
 www.phillipstravel.co.uk

Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions.

7 June HEXHAM & NORTHERN MAGIC 5 days £600
15 June ST AGNES & CORNISH GEMS 7 days £795
28 June SPEYSIDE, CAIRNGORMS & BLACK ISLE 7 days FULL
12 July EASTBOURNE 7 days £865
28 July ISLE OF MAN 7 days £1020
9 Aug NORMANDY BEACHES TOUR 5 days £825
21 Sept GRANGE-OVER-SANDS & LAKELAND 5 days £655
5 Oct DUNSTER & EXMOOR 5 days £660
19 Oct SUFFOLK COAST & CONSTABLE COUNTRY 5 days £620
8 Nov HUNSTANTON (Thursford Xmas  Spectacular optional)  5 days £675

SILK STOCKINGS & CHEWING GUM   

We have on occasion mentioned how Wordsley Hospital – then known as Stourbridge Workhouse  - 
was used as a military hospital during both World Wars.  

From 1915 until 1920 it was called The First Southern General Hospital and it cared for hundreds of 
soldiers who needed treatment following the hostilities in France, Germany and Belgium. Many of the 
patients were suffering from the effects of mustard gas.   Although the War itself finished in 1918 it 
was not until 1920 that the last military personnel was discharged and the hospital could revert to more 
general duties. A maternity ward was opened and a separate section was created in which mentally  
disabled young people could be taught work skills.  

With the outbreak of the Second World War the hospital was extended with seven new wards being 
built on what was originally the sports field. Initially these were used to house evacuees from London 
and Birmingham but, as the flow of casualises increased so the accommodation was given over to 
wounded soldiers, many of whom were from the American forces.  

This influx of Americans –along with silk stockings and chewing gum –certainly enlivened the local 
social scene and as the soldiers recuperated so the weekly dances at Wombourne, Wordsley and  
Stourbridge became extremely popular. On a more serious note a more important advantage of the 
Americans being based at Wordsley was that their surgeons brought with them their expertise in  
plastic surgery, a technique that was only just beginning to be used in the UK. They trained a number  
of locally-based surgeons and it was no coincidence that in years Wordsley became a regional centre  
for plastic surgery.  
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DipCFHP, MPSPract

Are you struggling with footcare?
Whether it’s general maintenance or other issues 

like painful corns and calluses, I can help.

www.LHfootcare.co.uk

For Appointments Contact:
07731 418120

LHfootcare66@yahoo.com

Professional mobile footcare covering 
Kingswinford and surrounding areas 

for all your footcare needs

45 Minute Appointments
from £35

Lynne Harrison
Mobile

Foot Health Practitioner

20

I have received a few messages from readers about our Brainteasers pu��les—apparently they
have been a little too easy! So hopefully you might find these a little more difficult! If you
struggle then the answers can be found on page 43.

1. This one requires you to move one
letter from one word to the other in each pair so
that two new words are formed. For e�ample, if
the words were Snail : Pike you would move the
�S� to form Nail : Spike. �ow try these�

T���S � ���S
R��� � R�����
�A�� � FR���
�O�� � S�A�
�OAST � ���

2. Once upon a time Abdul was granted a
single wish by a genie that he found in an old
lamp. �e asked his father what would he like and
was told that the father wanted to be rich. �e
asked his mother, who was blind, what she
desired . She said that she wished to be able to

S ee. Finally he went to his wife who said that
she wanted a child as they had been married for
10 years and still had no children. Abdul thought
about it for a while and then told the genie what
he wanted as his wish in order to please all his
family. �hat was it�

�. �aul worked in the computer department
of �rainTeasers �nc. �e had been off work for a
few days and when he returned he could not log
on to his computer. ��y password is out of date.
�as it been changed�� he asked his manager.
��es it�s different� he replied. ��t has the same
number of letters as your old one but only four
are the same.� �aul went away and logged on
with no problem. �hat were the old and new
passwords�

T�EN TA�� TO US AT

���� ��� ����

44

DO YOU WANT YOUR 
BUSINESS TO GROW?
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  ONE COMMUNITY UPDATE BY SHAZ SALEEM 
Hey wonderful people of Kingswinford and Wall Heath,  I’m very proud 
to be part of the Village Voice writing a monthly blog to highlight 
amazing community groups and community champions. 

We did it!!
In January 2025, at 117kg I decided to set myself a challenge 
to lose weight so that I could finally take part in the wing walk 
challenge - I had to be under 90kg to be able to take part. 
After months of intense training and dieting, losing over 30kg (5 
stones), in January of this year I surpassed my goal (83kg) and 
decided to book the wing walk but I asked you to nominate a Charity.  
Hundreds of you commented with incredible causes and I chose two, 
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity and One Cat at a Time.  We wanted to not only raise funds, 
but awareness for these incredible charities. 
Over the past few months I had the pleasure of meeting Susie, 
Kay and team members for both charities. We organised 
events at The British Oak, Kingswinford where we raised over 
£400 collectively which went towards the online total. 
Today, I finally completed my final crazy stunt, as I took part 
in wing walking.  The experience was incredible, it was so cool, 
we were 2000 feet in the air going at 145 mph!!!  I even did 
shadow boxing in the sky in preparation for my boxing match 
against the Leader of Dudley Council, Cllr Patrick Harley in 
August... watch out Pat!
Thank you to everyone who has supported us, we have raised 
over £1700 thus far!! But the charity campaign is not over 
yet, I will be taking part in a 15,000 feet sky dive on 7th May 
supporting Midlands Air Ambulance and we will be holding a 
special presentation evening at the Kingswinford Royal British 
Legion on Thursday, 14th May. At this event we will present 
cheques to both charities and will have live music from 
incredible talents including Rosie Ginifer. I am so grateful for 
all the support given!

Honouring community 
champions!
The incredible Suzanne 
Richardson from The Health 
Factory, Kingswinford has 
won this month’s TSF Award 
for Heroes! Congratulations 
Suzanne and thank you!

       07786 196666             askshaz@hotmail.co.uk            @shazsaleem001

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general

building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 

Contact me

Upcoming community events  
8th May - Kuppa Club - 9.15am to 11am at Wall Heath Tavern ● 10th May - Kingswinford & Wall Heath Litter 
Pick - 10am�● 14th May - Charity presentation evening - Kingswinford Royal British Legion 7pm. 
● 22nd May - Kuppa Club - 9.15am to 11am at Wall Heath Tavern ● 24th May Kingswinford & Wall Heath 
Litter Pick - 10am ●�Kingswinford in Bloom meet every Saturday and Sunday 10am by the library.
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37 LAPWOOD AVENUE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 8RP 01384 70048
www.blazehairkingswinford.co.uk

BLAZEHAIR

FREE 

PARKING

Blaze is proud to be partnered with 
Beauty Works Professional Hair Extensions 

Whether you’re looking for extra length, thickness, volume 
or a beautiful colour transformation, our expert team 

is here to help bring your dream hair to life. 
or a beautiful colour transformation, our expert team 

 Call our front desk today to arrange your FREE colour 
consultation, and let’s create the hair you’ve always wanted.

OUR SERVICE

BOOK NOW
01384 259555
www.summitgarage.co.uk
413-415 Himley Rd, DY3 2RA

Summit
Garage
OUR USED CARS
Over 40 cars in stock
Minimum 15 Months
Warranty on every car
New 12 Month MOT
Finance available
Px’s Welcome

Service and MOT’s
Brakes & Supension
Official MG Warranty
& Service Centre

1945-2025
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The history of  Brierley Hill Cricket Club can be traced back to a meeting at the Alm, a  
Tavern in Brierley Hill on 14th September 1876 when a group of interested sportsmen met 
and decided to form a club.  A committee was elected with Dr Hyacinth D¶Arcy Ellis as 
Chairman, local solicitor Joseph Higgs as Treasurer and Joseph Carpmail as Secretary. It 
was agreed that a deputation, led by Dr Ellis, should speak to the Earl of Dudley¶s agent, 
William Jeffries, about renting the field at the rear of the Town Hall.  

Eventually it was agreed that the Club should have the use of the Labour-in-Vain ground  
just off Norwood Road. Indeed, the pub after which the ground was named stood just inside 
the boundary of the pitch. For many years the landlord of the Labour-in-Vain was Fred 
Moorhouse, a former Warwickshire fast bowler, who became Brierley Hill¶s number one  
supporter.  

One father-and-son team who played for Brierley Hill was Sidney M. Evans and his son 
Sidney Harold Evans (later Sir Harold was a reporter for the County Express and joined the 
Civil Service after the War when he was Press Adviser to two prime Ministers, Harold  
Macmillan and Sir Alec Douglas-Home.  In contrast, Sidney Evans Senior spent most of his 
working life at the Round Oak steelworks. Unfortunately Brierley Hill Cricket Club and the 
Labour-in-Vain ground are no more. 

HOWZAT—THE START OF BRIERLEY HILL CC 
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FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

DARTS, POOL TABLE 
& OTHER PUB GAMES

10P BACK FOR 
EVERY £1 SPENT 

LOYALTY 
CARD

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

LIVE SPORT

EVERY WEEK

LIVE  MUSIC&
ENTERTAINMENT

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06

Your Local Specialists in
Stairlifts & Mobility 
Bathrooms!

Stairlifts
Safe, reliable and tailored to your 

home. Perfect for added safety 
and comfort.

Mobility Bathrooms
Wet rooms, bath to 

shower conversions, 
walk in baths.

01384 912314
www.chapterlivingsolutions.co.uk

Serving Kingswinford 
and Surrounding Areas.

MOVING HOME?
ARE YOU

Thursfields’ experienced Residential
Property teamwill guide you through the
conveyancing process.

Whether you’re buying or selling a property, our specialist
team is committed to making the conveyancing process
as straightforward as possible.

With our guidance, you can focus on the practical side of
your move, secure in the knowledge that you have our
expertise to draw upon at any point and your best
interests are being taken care of. We give clear, practical
advice that cuts through the legal jargon and clarifies
the steps towards completion.

0345 207 3728

KDodd@thursfields.co.uk

www.thursfields.co.uk

MOVING HOME?
ARE YOU

Thursfields’ experienced Residential
Property teamwill guide you through the
conveyancing process.

Whether you’re buying or selling a property, our specialist
team is committed to making the conveyancing process
as straightforward as possible.

With our guidance, you can focus on the practical side of
your move, secure in the knowledge that you have our
expertise to draw upon at any point and your best
interests are being taken care of. We give clear, practical
advice that cuts through the legal jargon and clarifies
the steps towards completion.

0345 207 3728

KDodd@thursfields.co.uk

www.thursfields.co.uk
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THE PEARSON HERITAGE  
Although originating in Brierley 
Hil, the Pearson family became 

one of  the wealthiest and  
most respected families in  

Kingswinford during the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 

The success of the family began with 
Joseph Pearson who was born in 1776. 
He set up a business, Parrish &  
Pearson, that operated a number of 
mines (including the Holly Hall pit) in 
the area. He was keen that his sons 
should follow him in the mining 
industry and sent John, William and 
George to college to study geology  
and mining.  

Initially William joined the family firm before he and John set up on their own account with 
a company called J & W Pearson Ltd. This proved highly successful and in 1860 they formed 
a separate company –E J & J Pearson—in the names of their eldest sons. Unfortunately, as so 
often happens, the youngsters showed no aptitude for the business and soon it was taken back 
by the fathers—who then sold it to their brother George who had started the very successful 
Harris & Pearson firebrick company in Bretell Lane. 

By this time John and his wife Ann had moved from Brierley Hill to Kingswinford and  
were in Townsend House on the corner of Market Street and Summer Hill. 

Here they stayed until John died In 1878 and his wife shortly afterwards. The house passed 
not to Edwin (who had failed so miserably with E J & J Pearson) but to his younger brother 
Alfred. He was a doctor and as well as living in the house he used it as a surgery. He died in 
1920 and the house and doctors practice were taken over by Dr Hallright and later by Dr 
Kenchington before the house was demolished and the Townsend Place shopping precinct 
was built on the site. One of the legacies that John Pearson left in Kingswinford was the 
Methodist Church in Moss Grove. He provided the loan to purchase the land for the church –
and then when the trustees tried to repay the loan he refused the money, converting it from a 
loan to an outright gift. The Pearson link with Kingswinford does, of course, continue today. 
The previous MP for the area –Ian Pearson– is a direct descendent of  George Pearson of 
Harris & Pearson fame.  
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contact us
JPA Financial Services Ltd
Cross Offices
Summerhill
Kingswinford
West Midlands
DY6 9JE

T - 01384 918 158
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Supporting families in the West Midlands with compassion, 
dignity and guidance when you need it most.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans  •  Immediate Help 24/7
Traditional & Direct Funerals

Home visits available by appointment, offering support 
in the comfort of your own surroundings.

For immediate help and caring advice, please call:

Five Ways House, Lake Street, 
Lower Gornal, Dudley, DY3 2AU

01902 880040

62 Market Street, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands, DY6 9LH

01384 296683

8 - NED6073 - NE Downing - Village Voice - 184x131mm.indd   1 12/02/2026   11:26
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Cllr Phil Atkins
Tel: 07929 662888
Email: cllr.phil.atkins@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Ed Lawrence
Tel: 01384 818007
Email: cllr.ed.lawrence@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Webb
Tel: 07801 802227
Email: cllr.mark.webb@dudley.gov.uk

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TEAM BELOW 

Dear Residents,

As many of you will know, local elections are approaching, and I wanted to take a moment to speak 
directly to residents about why I am standing again to represent Kingswinford North and Wall Heath.

Since being elected in 2023, I have worked hard to be a visible, accessible and responsive local 
councillor. For me, this role has always been about focusing on what matters most to residents: safe 
streets, reliable local services, and making sure your voice is heard at the council.

Over the past couple of years, I’ve been proud to play a part in delivering real, tangible results for our 
community. This includes continuing the fight to protect our Green Belt, securing investment to improve 
road surfaces and tackle potholes, and supporting measures that help keep our area safe and 
welcoming for everyone.

I have always believed that local politics should be about getting things done, not pushing national 
agendas. Whether it is supporting our elderly residents, working to reduce antisocial behaviour, or 
helping local groups secure funding, my focus remains on delivering practical outcomes that benefit our 
area.

One of the things I am most proud of is working collaboratively. I am committed to working with any 
councillor, from any party, if it means delivering for Kingswinford North and Wall Heath. 
Looking ahead, there is still much more to do. We need to continue investing in our infrastructure, 
supporting our local high streets, and protecting the character of our villages while planning sensibly for 
the future.

The upcoming election on Thursday 7th May is an important opportunity to choose who you feel will best 
represent you locally. I hope that through my work, visibility and commitment, I have earned your 
continued trust and support.

If you have any questions or would like to get in touch, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.
Thank you for your time and for the many conversations we have had over the past year.

Mark Webb
Councillor for Kingswinford North & Wall Heath
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 One of Kingswinford’s football teams made history in October 1955 when it 

became the first ladies team to play under floodlights.  The team was the  
Duckworth Damsels who took on the Hickman Dynamoes at the Revo Stadium 
in Tipton.  The Duckworth team all worked for the company of the same name 
which made cardboard boxes at its factory in Stallings Lane, Kingswinford.  
The Hickman team came from Brierley Hill and they proved too strong for the 
Damsels, finishing 3-0 victors.  The game was witnessed by a crowd of over  
2000 spectators and all proceeds were donated to a fund to provide specially 
adapted playgrounds for blind children. 

The Wordsley Brewery used to be in Brewery Road (now Brierley Hill Road),  
Buckpool during its short but illustrious history.  It opened in 1896 as the Lion  
Brewery and got into severe financial difficulties just ten years later—the company 
was wound up in 1906.  The site was cleared and the Olympia Cinema was built  
and in later time it became a housing estate.  During the excavations for the new 
houses, however, over 100 bottles from the old brewery were found. 

In 1870 there was an unusual fatal accident in Wall Heath along the Mile Flat.   
William Jones, a waggoner employed by Henry Dallow of Grove Farm near 
Enville, died when he fell off his wagon and was crushed by its wheels. The  
inquest into the death heard that there seemed no reason for Jones to have got 
off the wagon and that it could only be assumed that part of his clothing had  
caught in the wheels of the wagon and that he had been pulled from his seat and 
dragged underneath the vehicle.  The verdict recorded was of accidental death. 
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------------------------
TOTAL SEWING SERVICE ------------------------

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations : Embroidery 

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit 
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, with 

1 00's of fabrics to choose from. 

• Large range of wallcoverings
• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors
• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns
• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal and prom
wear, with tailoress on site 

• New embroidery service, with logo digitising facility
available 

SALE ON 
HOMEWARE 

Offers on wool, 
dress fabrics and 

patterns.

Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 10am - 3pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA

www.totalsewing.co.uk

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, 

with 100’s of fabrics to choose from. 

• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors

• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns

• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns 

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal  
and prom wear, with tailoress on site 

• On site Bridal Gown Alterations 

------------------------
TOTAL SEWING SERVICE ------------------------

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations : Embroidery 

Advice, Measure, Make, Fit 
Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure, with 

1 00's of fabrics to choose from. 

• Large range of wallcoverings
• Huge range of poles and tracks

• Homeware and Interiors
• Haberdashery

• Wool and knitting patterns
• Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

• Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal and prom
wear, with tailoress on site 

• New embroidery service, with logo digitising facility
available 

SALE ON 
HOMEWARE 

Offers on wool, 
dress fabrics and 

patterns.

Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 9am - 4pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA

www.totalsewing.co.uk

COPY 
DEADLINE

December issue
Thursday 

10th November
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&  
BEACON NURSERIES

PLANT CENTRE

HANGING BASKETS – £9.95
We also have a large selection of shrubs

Surfinias, Fuchias, Bacopa, Calibrachoa, 
Begonias – £1.50 each

Wide selection of bedding plants – £2.50 per tray
We also stock Compost and Grow Bags

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LH
Tel: 01902 882933

BEACON NURSERIES
PLANT CENTRE

Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD
FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

01384 221567 07856 898558

1. Our first group of questions are homophones—
pairs of words that sound the same such as Head
Covering (hair) and Mad in March (hare).   See if
you can get these:

(i) Poverty / Work dough
(ii) Mrs Horse / First citizen
(iii) European country / Unfed
(iv) Wear down / Glass container
(v) Poem / Debt

2. Which is correct:  Six and seven IS fourteen or
six and seven ARE fourteen?

3. If a hen and a half lay an egg and a half in a
day and a half, how many eggs would six hens lay 
at the same rate in six days?

4. This is one of the hardest we have set!  A
petrol tanker drives at a steady 30mph but the drain
plug is incorrectly fitted and it is dripping petrol as
it drives along.   A carelessly discarded cigarette
end ignites the dripping fuel and the flames travel
along the road towards the tanker at 25mph.   After
26 miles  the tanker stops.   How long will it be
before the flames reach the tanker?

5. A few Rebus puzzles.  Just say what you see:

A. O-ER-T-O- 
B.  Zain, Yain, Xain, Wain, Vain, Uain, Tain, Sain,
Rain, Qain, Oain, Nain, Main, Lain, Kain, Jain,
Iain, Hain, Fain, Eain, Dain, Cain, Bain, Aain.
C. You are given two dice, what are the odds that
when you throw them the total on the two upper
faces will be an odd number?

We have a variety of puzzles this time, some ridiculously easy and others much more  
difficult.   If you need the answers (and we bet  you will!) they can be found on page 68.

 

 
1.   Our first group of questions are homophones—
pairs of words that sound the same such as Head 
Covering (hair) and Mad in March (hare).   See if 
you can get these: 
    (i)       Poverty / Work dough 
    (ii)      Mrs Horse / First citizen 
    (iii)     European country / Unfed 
    (iv)     Wear down / Glass container 
    (v)      Poem / Debt 
 
2.   Which is correct:  Six and seven IS fourteen or 
six and seven ARE fourteen? 
 
3.    If a hen and a half lay an egg and a half in a 
day and a half, how many eggs would six hens lay 
at the same rate in six days? 

4.   This is one of the hardest we have set!  A  
petrol tanker drives at a steady 30mph but the drain 
plug is incorrectly fitted and it is dripping petrol as 
it drives along.   A carelessly discarded cigarette 
end ignites the dripping fuel and the flames travel 
along the road towards the tanker at 25mph.   After 
26 miles  the tanker stops.   How long will it be 
before the flames reach the tanker? 

5. A few Rebus puzzles.  Just say what you see: 

A.  O-ER-T-O- 
B.  Zain, Yain, Xain, Wain, Vain, Uain, Tain, Sain, 
Rain, Qain, Oain, Nain, Main, Lain, Kain, Jain, 
Iain, Hain, Fain, Eain, Dain, Cain, Bain, Aain. 
C.  You are given two dice, what are the odds that 
when you throw them the total on the two upper 
faces will be an odd number? 

We have a variety of puzzles this time, some ridiculously easy and others much more  
difficult.   If you need the answers (and we bet  you will!) they can be found on page 56. 
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Chilled Curry Company ®

C H I L L E D  T O  P E R F E C T I O N

NOW OPEN
IN KINGSWINFORD

Crafted by Chefs, Loved by Foodies!

Made with fresh, high-quality ingredients
Traditional recipes, bursting with authentic flavours

Slow-cooked for perfection, ready in minutes! 

www.chilledcurrycompany.co.uk
@thechilledcurryco          Chilled Curry Company         @chilledcurrycompa   

VISIT US AT Chilled Curry Company, 40 Market Street, Kingswinford DY6 9LB

CALL US  07895 127 771
OPENING HOURS: Every day – 10:00am to 7.00pm

AUTHENTIC, RESTAURANT QUALITY MEALS!
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Services Offered:

• Kitchen Cleans

 • Bathroom Cleans 

 • Mopping 

 • Dusting, Polishing 

 • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen

 • Deep Cleans

 • Window Cleaning

   07873 707740

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.
DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

• FULL & PART REWIRES 
• FUSEBOARD CHANGES • CALL OUTS  

• TESTING • EXTRA SOCKETS 
• OUTSIDE LIGHTS

Wilf’s Mobile:
07572 613414 

Email:
wilfredo123@hotmail.co.uk

@wilfselectrical

ORDER IN 
COURT! 

Following the interest in 
our previous articles 
about some of the court 
cases heard locally we have delved into the 
archives again to find the following details: 

One of the most common offences dealt with by 
the courts was (and still is today) assault.  In  
1863, for example, Wordsley magistrates heard  
a particularly nasty case involving a man called 
Isaiah Brown who assaulted Joseph Crump, a 
puddler, on his way to work at 5.00am.  For no 
apparent reason as the two men passed each other 
Brown attacked Crump, knocking him to the 
ground and whilst he was prostrate kicked him in 
the head, cutting his eye.  As he went on his way 
Crump then threw stones at another passer-by.  
The court warned Crump about his future conduct, 
fined him 50 shillings plus costs or a month¶s 
imprisonment in default. 

Theft too was often dealt with in the courts  
although none were quite as unusual as the case  
in 1857 involving Elisha Thompson, Mary Ann 
Abbott and Ann Abbott.  They were charged with 
stealing 30lbs of rhubarb from the garden of 
Thomas Smith in Wordsley.  A witness, Eliza 
Martin, said that she saw the whole episode when 
she was woken at 2.00am by a noise outside.  She  
said that she saw Thompson pull up the rhubarb 
and throw it over the wall where the two girls 
were waiting to collect it.  In cross-examination, 
however, she admitted that she had argued with 
the Abbotts some days before and it was felt, 
therefore, that she was an unreliable witness.  As  
a result the case against all three was dismissed. 

Later that same year the court was extremely busy 
hearing a series of cases concerning more than  
30 local traders all of whom were found to have  
deficient weights and measures in their shops.   
All were accused of providing meat, bread or  
vegetables that were underweight. 
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week

Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas

Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars

Over 500 products in stock 

Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fill em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 
(offer ends 31st May 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fill em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 
(offer ends 31st May 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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“Where Detail Makes a Difference”
est 2013 01902 897899

4A STATION ROAD, WOMBOURNE WV5 9EL
pr_barbershop

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

THURSDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

FRIDAY – 8.30AM - 6.00PM

SATURDAY – 7.30AM - 4.00PM

SUNDAY – CLOSED

est 2013

PRbarbershop PhilTHEBarber

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

We now offer 

Groom’s Party 

Wedding Preparation 

Packages (Gold, Silver 

and Page Boy) – 

ask for further 

details.

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM
Appointmentsonly on Thursdays between 6.00pm and 7.30pm

Services Offered:• Kitchen Cleans • Bathroom Cleans  • Mopping 
 • Dusting, Polishing  • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen • Deep Cleans • Window Cleaning

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.

DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business

supportLaptop and PC equipment

available to buy

IT Again
Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution

for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT

AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

Philbarber92@gmail.com

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

We now offer Groom’s Party 
Wedding Preparation Packages 

(Gold, Silver and Page Boy) 
– ask for further details
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Although some mining in the area was 
recorded as long ago as the 13th century, 
it was not until the late 17th century that 
the wealth of coal beneath the Chase was 
known. From then on the various Lords 
of the Manor would lease land for miners 
to work. 
The main official of the Chase was the 
Ranger who lived at Mousehall, between 
the Thorns and Amblecote Road. For 
many years this was a position held by 
the Carey family who previously came 
from  Devon.
The Chase at Pensnett was bounded by 
Kinver Forest (which was owned by the 
King) and Ashwood Hay.

In May 1912 a meeting was convened by 
the Kingswinford & Wall Heath 
Coronation Committee to discuss what 
to do with £5/10s/3d left over from the 
coronation celebrations. It was suggested 
that a fire appliance be purchased but it 
became clear that this would cost over 
£100 (including £5-£6 for uniforms). It 
was therefore decided that a hose cart and 
associated hoses be purchased and shared 
between Kingswinford and Wall Heath.
In 1648 the vicar of Kingswinford, 
Nicholas Paston, was one of the local 
clergy who signed a pamphlet entitled 
³Against the Errours, Heresies and 
Blasphemies of these times and the 
Toleration of them´�  Amongst heresies 
listed in it were Antiscripturism, 
Socinianism, Anabaptism, Arminianism, 
Antinomianism and Eranstianism.
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

ELEMENTS
RANGE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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Tel: 0121 520 6091

Unit 4 Coneygre
Industrial Estate
Birmingham New Road
Tipton DY4 8XP

LOW
PRICES
GREAT
SERVICE

FREE
DELIVERY
ON ALL ORDERS

LOCAL FAMILY
BUSINESS TRADING
SINCE 1984

REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL OF EXISTING
FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE

FROM

SQ MTR

£5.95 FROM
£69

GENUINE
SAVINGS
Huge Selection!

Plus
FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk

CARPETS BEDS &
MATTRESSES

UPTO

OFF
75%

ROLL ENDSLAMINATES
& REMNANTS&VINYLS

FROM

SQ MTR

£7.95
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

 

There are many strange myths and legends surrounding the history of the area and 
here we investigate one of them.  

The Kingswinford Cross found in the churchyard of St Mary¶s Church dates back to the 14th 
century and it is often suggested that it was originally sited at the main crossroads opposite 
what is now the Cross Inn and that it was moved to its current position because it was being 
vandalised in a very unusual way.  
 
It is frequently said that it was being damaged by local farmers and farm-workers who used 
to sharpen their scythes on it. Certainly there are deep grooves around the base that could 
been caused by this although it is difficult to see why the farmers would journey to the centre 
of the village to do this.  
 
Other People suggest that the grooves were caused by soldiers sharpening their swords on the 
way to battle but again it seems somewhat unlikely that the cross was for this reason. What is 
known is that when the Cross Inn actually held Court Leets - the manorial courts - the  
decisions reached were read from the plinth at the bottom of the cross as it stood in the 
churchyard. This was a symbolic gesture to reinforce the fact that the decisions of the Court 
Leet also bound the Church authorities (who had a long history of trying to ignore civil laws 
and proclamations when it suited them). The cross is very similar to that in the churchyard at 
St Bartholomew's in Lower Penn. 

MYTHS AND LEGENDS  

 

There are many strange myths and legends surrounding the history of the area and 
here we investigate one of them.  

The Kingswinford Cross found in the churchyard of St Mary¶s Church dates back to the 14th 
century and it is often suggested that it was originally sited at the main crossroads opposite 
what is now the Cross Inn and that it was moved to its current position because it was being 
vandalised in a very unusual way.  
 
It is frequently said that it was being damaged by local farmers and farm-workers who used 
to sharpen their scythes on it. Certainly there are deep grooves around the base that could 
been caused by this although it is difficult to see why the farmers would journey to the centre 
of the village to do this.  
 
Other People suggest that the grooves were caused by soldiers sharpening their swords on the 
way to battle but again it seems somewhat unlikely that the cross was for this reason. What is 
known is that when the Cross Inn actually held Court Leets - the manorial courts - the  
decisions reached were read from the plinth at the bottom of the cross as it stood in the 
churchyard. This was a symbolic gesture to reinforce the fact that the decisions of the Court 
Leet also bound the Church authorities (who had a long history of trying to ignore civil laws 
and proclamations when it suited them). The cross is very similar to that in the churchyard at 
St Bartholomew's in Lower Penn. 

MYTHS AND LEGENDS  
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  LUNCH & DINNER PARTIES  ●  COCKTAIL PARTIES  
BUSINESS LUNCHES  ●���AFTERNOON TEAS  ●���WEDDINGS  

FUNERALS  ●����HOT & COLD BUFFETS  ●����FREEZER FILLING

Tel: 01902 896170 Mob: 07721 754000

CATERING
A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE 

FOR HOME & OFFICE

● ●

Mary Herman-Smith

Email: maryhermansmith@btinternet.com

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk

   
   

   
   

MARY HERMAN-SMITH
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In July 1893 a fete held by the Kingswinford & Wall Heath Conservative  
Association proved to be a bit of a disaster.  The fete was held at Summerhill, 
the residence of Henry Smith and a large crowd were entertained by, amongst 
others , the Kingswinford Reed & Brass Band and generally a good time was 
had by all.  However, when it came to the speeches at the end of the day the 
organisers were let down by one speaker after another.   The local MP, A. 
Staveley Hill was unable to attend because he was attending his own retirement 
dinner in Stafford.  Both Sir Alfred Hickman, MP for Wolverhampton and Mr 
Brooke Robinson, MP for Dudley were detained in London on Parliamentary 
business and the final guest, Richard Wright (an Irish barrister) was unable to 
travel to Kingswinford following an injury from a railway accident. 
In 1857 a local Methodist preacher in Kingswinford, Rev Henry Higginson, made 
something of a name for himself when he used a somewhat underhand trick to drum 
up a large congregation.  He started a rumour that he wanted a rope because he 
planned to hang himself in the house where he regularly preached.  At the appointed 
time a woman came screaming out of the house and—not surprisingly—locals 
rushed to see what had occurred.  When enough people were inside then the doors 
would be closed and locked and Rev Higginson (who was known as the µRoving 
Ranter¶� would suddenly appear and start preaching. 

At Kingswinford Police Court in December 1851 John Swift was fined 40  
shillings plus costs for an unprovoked attack on another Kingswinford man 
called Joseph Kirby. 

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   48 28/04/2026   06:25



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 49
Studio74 full page advert - Village Voice OL.indd   1 16/05/2025   21:32

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   49 28/04/2026   06:25



50 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

 

 
COMING UP IN THE  

JUNE EDITION:   
WINES: SOME FAVOURITES OF LEBANON  

 

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 

WINES:  SOME OF ENGLAND’S STILL AND  
SPARKLING FAVOURITES 

A review by Trevor Langley 

Multi award-winning Denbies Wine Estate (Est. 1986) is located in Surrey. Utilising several grape 
varieties, Denbies produces both high-quality still and sparkling wines.  My votes (Still): 
 

DENBIES FLINT VALLEY (11.5% vol). This dry white wine pleases 
on the nose with fresh citrus notes that carry through to the flavour.  
Splendid with poached and smoked salmon. 
 
DENBIES SURREY GOLD (11% vol) is a medium-dry, white wine and 
is good for the nasal senses, with the fragrant bouquet enticing to the  
floral/fruit hints for the mouthfeel and the palate’s delight. Pairs very well 
with foods of a spicy nature, including many Asian dishes of cuisine.   

If a ‘pink’ wine is required, I would like to suggest DENBIES ROSE 
HILL (11% vol). Summer fruits come to mind for this easy-drinking 
delectation, which I found refreshing and great to add colour to a dining 
table, as well as for al fresco occasions. A fantastic accompaniment to 
salads and white meats.  My votes (Sparkling, aged, bottle-fermented): 

DENBIES GREENFIELDS (12% vol). The colour of golden-straw  
entices to the aroma and the tasting – an excellent example of a sparkling 
wine. Crisp, rich and with an extended palate.   

DENBIES WHITEDOWNS BRUT (12.5% vol) is very popular, satisfying a lot of sparkling  
preferences and tastes. With fresh, ripe fruits evident for the mouthfeel, I found this production to be 
crisp and most pleasurable.   

DENBIES CUBITT BLANC DE BLANCS (12% vol) is a much sought-after sparkling production 
from this company, which is only produced in the best of seasons. The quality is very much appreciated 
by many. The bouquet is pleasant and appealing, then, the taste buds are activated, continuing on, to a 
grand finish.   

For all information about Denbies, including stockists, wine tastings, forthcoming events, Denbies  
restaurants, hotel, loyalty club, tours, weddings/receptions and a lot more, please make contact and/or 
visit their website, which I found very interesting.   

Denbies Wine Estate, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6AA. Tel: 01306 876616. E-mail:  
info@denbiesvineyard.co.uk Web: www.denbies.co.uk 
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Blaze Hair Salon have been actively involved in  
fundraising for the Midlands Air Ambulance Charity 

(MAAC) and have been recognised for their  
community support efforts.   

The charity has been operating and funding three air 
ambulances covering six Midlands counties including 

Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire,  
Staffordshire, Worcestershire and the West Midlands. 

MAAC rely heavily on the support and generosity  
of local people and businesses to maintain its  

lifesaving service which costs between £13-14  
million annually to operate.   

Blaze Hair¶s fundraising efforts have been  
instrumental in raising funds for the charity with  

Brett Harris and his team raising in excess of  
£18,000 in memory of their much loved and  
missed friend and colleague Kerry Boucker.    

The salon also acts as a “donation Station” for any 
unwanted pre-loved items which is wonderfully  

overwhelmed on a daily basis with the support of 
local people. 

On Saturday, 23rd May, as part of their 35th   
anniversary, MAAC will be joining the Birmingham 

Pride parade along with all the other emergency  
service vehicles to celebrate and honour their  

supporters and fundraisers.  Blaze Hair are  
proud to be Business/Community Ambassadors  

for MAAC. 

NEWS FROM  
BLAZE HAIR 

Cut and Finish with our graduate stylist NICOLE—
£25.00 (Tuesday to Friday). Nic comes to Blaze  

with Level 3 training as standard as well as working 
alongside Faye, our hair extension specialist, creating 

your dream hair. 

Summer will soon be upon us and here at Blaze  
we are anticipating the season of Weddings, Parties 

and Proms.   
Please contact the front desk or  

pop into the salon for further information. 

37 Lapwood Avenue, Kingswinford DY6 8RP 
01384 70048      :     www.blazehairkingswinford.co.uk 
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

 
  

 

Services We O�er: 
 

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            

UNMISSABLE SPECIAL OFFER

Average 2/3 Bed House Roof Clean, UPVC Clean to Fascia & Soffi t, 

Gutter Clear & Clean. 2 Car Drive Powerwash and Resand

ONLY £1,199 – Saving of £500**

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Lower Gornal, 

Dudley DY3 2DZ
Tel: 01384 985923  Mobile: 07956 872130 

Call for a Free Survey

SAM BATESSAM BATESSAM BATES
Granite QuartzGranite QuartzGranite Quartz

Bespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke WorktopsBespoke Worktops

• NO FIX – NO FEE

• FULLY INSURED

• AFFORDABLE

• COLLECTION / DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

• FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk     
  E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk          T: 07867 460 705

• NO FIX – NO FEE

• FULLY INSURED

• AFFORDABLE

• COLLECTION / DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

• FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATIONS

www.wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk     
  E: workshop@wv5powertoolrepairs.co.uk          T: 07867 460 705

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED

Step Ahead
Margaret Cox
Foot Health Practitioner 

DipCFHP, DipCTec, MPSPract

Professional foot care in the comfort 
of your own home

Member of the Alliance Register of Foot Health Practitioners

Call 07752 570538 to arrange an appointment

768840
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YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in
Kingswinford ,Wall
Heath,Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

01384 847 002

OAP
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee
on labour!

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

01384 847 002

We work in
Kingswinford ,Wall
Heath,Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

COMPETITIVE RATES

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

OAP
Discount

Available upon
request at time

of booking
Subject to Eligibility

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Guarantee
on labour!

Ashley Reade – Electrician
Emergency & Domestic Electrician 

Sockets & Lighting      Fuse Board Upgrades
Fault Finding & Repairs Mains-Interlinked Smoke Alarms

07736 515021
arsparkselectrical@gmail.com

@arsparkselectrical         @arsparkselectrical

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition

available now

Still only 
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order
discounts available

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this
resource once every

four years is an
effective use of any

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:00

WE BUY YOUR UNWANTED

Appointments welcome. Call Sam on 07956872130
Unit 4, Holloway Street, West Gornal DY3 2DZ

Jewellery, watches, coins – appointments welcome 
Call Sam: 07956 872130 

Unit 4, Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ 

| 37www.yourcallpublishing.co.uk | Your Call Magazine

01827 736710

OSTEOPATHY & SPORTS INJURIES

A NEW CLINIC LOCATED IN ATHERSTONE
TOWN CENTRE OFFERING:

Andy Hodgson, the clinic
director and osteopath
has 17 years' clinical
experience in helping
patients to reduce their
pain and get back to the
activities they enjoy.

OSTEOPATHY
SPORTS REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE
SPORTS MASSAGE

ARE YOU SUFFERING WITH PHYSICAL PAIN?

Arthritic Pain
Foot Problems
Hip & Knee Pain
Repetitive Strain

Back & Neck Pain

Shoulder Problems
Pregnancy Problems
Headaches & Migraines
Sciatica & Trapped
Nerves

£5 OFF YOUR FIRST TREATMENT
With This Advert

WE CAN HELP WITH:

Jayne�  Flowers
Gornal-based � oristLaptop and PC repair

Residential and businesssupport

Laptop and PC equipment

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?
We offer a remote and onsite solutionfor your IT requirements

07775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORTAND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

07737 600541 jaynepickerill135@gmail.com

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

07775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

All types of � oristry work undertaken
Over 30 years experience

In-house � orist for J R Jones Funeral Directors

Jayne�  FlowersJayne�  Flowers
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Our v ery good friends at Prestwood Cav e 
Nursery hav e v ery kindly prov ided the priz e 
for this month’ s competition. Our two lucky 

winners will each win a 14"  Hanging Basket.  
W ill you be a lucky winner? !   

Please note, only one entry per person –   
multiple entries will not be entered into the draw.

All you have  to do is search out the squa re below f or the 16 words associated with  
PRESTWO OD CAVE NURSERY on our list. Fif teen of  them are hidden in the squa re 

( spelt f orwards, backwards, up or down or diagonally)  whilst one is not there at all –  or it 
may be misspelt!  Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below 

and send it to us. Alternative ly send us an email at vi llagevoi ce@ hotmail.co.uk  
( remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address) .  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of  Friday, 22nd May 2026. G ood luck!

C H A R I T Y T Y M E
S T F I G N S P P V M
T P S E L A S R S V I
O M V U O L H E T S T
N O R L C P R S E T R
E C E A A U T K O E
W P K V L S B W S P M
A P C O N E S O A M M
R M I C O O V O B O U
E O W P O T S D M C S
M C G N I N E D R A G

2 x 14" 
HANGING 

BASKETS TO 

BE WON

HIDDEN WO RDS
1. STONEW ARE
2. POTS
3. G IFTS
4. CHARITY
5. PLANT
6. SALES
7. LOCAL
8. PRESTWO OD
9. VALUE
10. BASK ETS
11. COMPOST
12. WI CK ER
13. CONES
14. SUMMERTIME
15. SHRUBS
16. MOSS

MISSING  W ORD: .....................................   NAME: .............................................
ADDRESS:  ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE: ..................................   TEL NO: .......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS: .................................................................................................
SEND TO: PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Spring has arrived 
at Prestwood Cave 
Nursery 
Our nursery opening times 
are OPEN DAILY 10am 
until 4pm (except closed 
on Wednesdays).
Call and speak to Paul on:
07703 529004 for 
further information.

BUY SMART – BUY PLUG PLANTS
Summer bedding and basket plug 
plants available from middle of 
March through until end of April.

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY

PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook during our closed period

March through until end of April.

Pre-order 
Summer 

Hanging Baskets 
NOW

BUY SMART – BUY PLUG PLANTS
Basket 

PLUGS from 
75p each or 
10 for £14
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The Great DY6 Spring Clean 2026

The Great DY6 Spring Clean 2026 enjoyed a good turnout of 
over 60 volunteers, the youngest being just two years old! 
On a bitterly cold and blustery day we did a litter pick, swept 
and weeded Kingswinford and Wall Heath. A much deserved 
pint (or two) was enjoyed after the pick too! Dudley Council’s 
Streetscene took away our impressive 57 bags of rubbish and 
arranged road sweeping the week before to help the initiative.

This was a huge community effort involving Kingswinford and 
Wall Heath Litter Pick Group, Wall Heath in Bloom, Kingswinford 
in Bloom and members of the public. It followed on from both 
individual and street wide picks in the previous weeks. Local 
school children and youth organisations will be continuing the 
work with their own litter picks over the coming weeks.

Wall Heath in Bloom will be holding another “spring” clean in 
early July to get the village ready for the RHS Heart of England in 
Bloom assessors’ visit. The team meets every Saturday at 10.00. 
Kingswinford and Wall Heath Litter Pick Group meets every other 
Sunday at different DY6 locations. Kingswinford in Bloom meets 
every Saturday and Sunday at 10.00 and will be working on 
projects and events together with St Mary’s Church.

Follow the groups on Facebook or Instagram to find out how you 
can get involved.
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GORNAL VETERINARY CENTRE
6 Bank Road, Gornal 01384 212000

(By the Bus Station)
Monday-Friday 8.30 am- 6.30 pm

WOMBOURNE VETERINARY CENTRE
56 Rookery Road,Wombourne 01902 324551

Monday-Friday 8.30 am -6.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am-4.00 pm

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE
We are specialist small animal practices

dealing with all your pets’ veterinary 
requirements. Friendly help and advice is 

just a phone call away.

BOTH CLINICS ARE IN A CENTRAL LOCATION SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

� Consultations
� Repeat prescription check ups
� Diabetic check ups
� Repeat prescriptions
� Vaccinations
� Neutering
� Dentistry
��Hip and Elbow scoring
� Pet travel 
� Blood and urine testing
24 hour Emergency Service 
available (please telephone 
prior to visiting)

RECOMMEND A FRIEND 
AND YOU BOTH RECEIVE £10

CHURCH ARCHITECT FROM WALL HEATH 
One of the most influential architects in and around 
Dudley was undoubtedly William Bourne.  
Born in Dudley in 1811, after achieving great success as  
an architect he and his family moved to Dawley House  
in Wall Heath where he died in 1870. 
The first two commissions he received were for the  
churches of St John¶s, Kates Hill and St Jame¶s, Eve Hill 
which were both consecrated on the same day in 1840.  

Although he had only a very limited budget (about £3000 for each church) it was generally 
accepted that his designs showed considerable flair so much so that a number of other  
commissions followed. Over the next few years he designed a further four churches in  
Birmingham, Rowley Regis and Swindon near Wombourne. 
He was also credited as being the architect of several schools and houses, including St  
James¶ Church of England Infants School which is now at the Black Country Living  
Museum.  
Other major projects that he was involved in included the Blind Asylum which was later to 
become the Dudley Guest Hospital.  Unfortunately the building of his greatest design—the 
Town Hall in Dudley—had not been completed at the time of his death and he never saw the 
opening of the building. 
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interiors

FITTED KITCHENS, 
WARDROBES & 
STORAGE SOLUTIONS
Master craftsmen carpentry 
with full design & planning service
KITCHENS Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen 
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors 
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

WARDROBES Bespoke fitted wardrobes for 
bedrooms, dressing rooms and unique spaces

STORAGE SOLUTIONS Bespoke media units 
& bookcases, bespoke fitted home office & studies, 
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

Contact Andy for a free quotation
MOBILE: 07930 643723   EMAIL: contact@shawfitinteriors.com

shawfitinteriors.com
Take a look at our social media for examples of our work. 

Search ‘Shawfit Interiors’.

Who remembers the  
old fashioned roller 
skates of the 50s and  
60s and probably 70s 
where you needed a  
key just to get them  
on or off?  

DO YOU REMEMBER? 

Before USB 
flash drives  
became the norm 
we had eight-
inch floppy disks 
which were  

introduced back in 1971 by IBM.  In the late 
70s they were superseded by 5¼ inch disks 
and then superseded yet again by the 3½ 
inch format.  Now of course they are  
completely obsolete. 

Remember 45s, LPs 
and even 78s?  And the 

record players they 
were played on? And 
going to a record shop 

and listening to a  
record in a booth? 

The  
Polaroid 
Land 
Camera 
was all 
the rage 
back in the day.  Of 
course, instant film 
cameras are still  
widely available  
today—the vintage  
look and instant  
physical copy of  
photos provide a fun, 
sentimental distinction 
to digital or phone  
cameras.  Check your 
cupboards—these can 
be worth a bit of  
money now. 

The storylines of  
TV soaps didn’t  

revolve around death, 
destruction and  

misery but included 
humour and  

believable storylines. 
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Zero Dry Time: No hassle carpet cleaning
Some of these fantastic products are also now available as
maintenance products for you to purchase and use within
your home/business, keeping your carpets and upholstery
fresh between cleans with ‘UNBELIEVABLE
RESULTS’.

• Pongo and Pongo 4 Pets – a multi-purpose extreme
odour eliminator – 4 in 1 product saving you time and
money

• Like Magic dry foam spray – a multi-purpose unique
dry foam, fantastic at removing stains and refreshing
carpets and furniture, leaving them smelling amazing!

• Like Magic Spot & Stain remover – unbelievable stain
removal spray for use on carpets and fabric upholstery

• Tile and Hard Floor Maintainer – keep your tiles,
grout and wooden floors looking like new with this
fantastic product.

These products range in price from £5 to £12.95 each
with free delivery We are also now proud stockists of
unbelievable sanitising products for your home, office,
and your car.

Please contact Chris and the team to order yours now and
make the switch to making your busy lifestyle a lot easier!

Zero Dry Time was established in the local area 8
years ago and offers a free no obligation quote on all
flooring and upholstery cleaning and restoration
requirements. Call Chris in Kingswinford on
0800 180 4981

Zero Dry Time specialise in DRY carpet
and upholstery cleaning, hard floor
cleaning and leather restoration.
It’s carpet cleaning but not as you know it…..

The ‘on your hands and knees, scrubbing and
carrying dirty water’ is a thing of the past. With
the advancements of new technology and products,
Zero Dry Time have developed a robust cleaning
system that will enable us to give you…. the
customer, what you deserve when having your
carpets cleaned.

Dry Carpets and Upholstery ready for immediate
use with no fuss – what’s not to like?!

At Zero Dry Time we have developed our own
range of products that have been tested to industry
standards. All our products are child and pet
friendly.
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 CRIME WAVE HITS 
KINGSWINFORD 

In July 1850 the following cases were heard 
at Stafford Assizes: James Lamb, a  
carpenter employed by Joseph Monk of 
Kingswinford was sentenced to four months 
of obtaining from his employer 12 shillings 
by deception. He had told Moore that a  
supplier had been paid more than he had and 
then pocketed the difference. 

Twenty-one year old Joseph Harrison was 
sentenced to seven years transportation for 
the use of a forged £10 note. It seems that  
a man, Thoman Bernall, had been to Stour-
bridge and bought a pony. On his way home 
to Himley he met Harrison who offered to  
buy it from him for £10. The sale was  
agreed and Harrison handed over the £10 in  
payment. However, when Bernall presented 
it to a Dudley shopkeeper it was quickly  
discovered that it was a forgery. Bernall  
was initially arrested but when it became 
clear that he had been duped as well he was 
released and the police started looking for 
Harrison, a job made more difficult because 
he had given a false name and address.  
Eventually, though he was tracked down to 
Birmingham, arrested and put before the  

court where he was duly sentenced. 

 

In January, 1853 several crimes in  
Kingswinford were dealt with by Stafford 
Assizes including Isaac Millwood who was 
found guilty of stealing 31/9s/7d from John 
Gough of Kingswinford and was sentenced to 
imprisonment for three months; James Fisher 
was sent to prison for nine months for  
stealing two tarpaulins belonging to Noah 
Bate of Kingswinford;  Thomas Thomas  
was sentenced to two months imprisonment 
for obtaining 3s 6d from Jane Bate at  
Kingswinford with intent to cheat and  
defraud; imprisonment for one month with 
hard labour was the punishment for  
Susannah Champion who was found  
guilty of stealing 30lbs of coal, the property 
of Lord Ward; and Samuel Winslow was 
committed to prison for nine months with 
hard labour for stealing £8/10s from George 
Fothergill of Kingswinford.    

During the mid 19th century it seems that 
Kingswinford was hit by something of a 
crime wave with many cases going before 
not only local magistrates sitting at  
Kingswinford (at the Cross Hotel) and 
Wordsley (at the Public Offices) but also  
at Stafford Assizes. Here are a just a few  
of them: 

 

Conditions onboard the ships transporting criminals to 
Australia and Tasmania were horrendous and during the 

journey µdown under’ many criminals died. 
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 The Assizes in March 1857 heard two cases involving crimes in Kingswinford. The first saw 
John Thompson (53), David Thompson (26), Frederick Higgs (23) and Samuel Walters (30) 
standing trial accused of breaking into Mouse 
Hall Farm, Kingswinford which was the 
home of Dudley Pearson and stealing 
£172/10s. Pearson had gone to church on the 
Sunday evening and on returning he found 
that the house had been entered and money 
taken from his bedroom. Suspicion quickly 
fell upon the defendants because they were 
seen µflashing the cash¶ in a couple of  local 
public houses. When questioned two of the 
men admitted their (minor) part in the  
burglary, complaining that they had not  
been given any of the stolen money and  
confirming that David Thompson was the 
ringleader. Three of the men were sentenced 
to 12 months imprisonment each and the 
fourth -David Thompson - received a 15 
month prison sentence as this was his  
second offence.   
The second case involved 27 year old  
labourer John Eades who was facing charges 
of stealing a horse collar from John Oakes  
of Kingswinford, a saddle and reins from  
William Willis and a horse collar and bridle 
from Thomas Perkes of Amblecote. Eades  
had tried to sell the items to a local saddler who became suspicious and informed the police. 
He was sentenced to six months imprisonment.  

 

Never a particularly nice place in which to be  
incarcerated, Stafford Prison had a reputation for  

employing guards who were particularly brutal  
towards the prisoners. 

 The Assizes in March 1857 heard two cases involving crimes in Kingswinford. The first saw 
John Thompson (53), David Thompson (26), Frederick Higgs (23) and Samuel Walters (30) 
standing trial accused of breaking into Mouse 
Hall Farm, Kingswinford which was the 
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labourer John Eades who was facing charges 
of stealing a horse collar from John Oakes  
of Kingswinford, a saddle and reins from  
William Willis and a horse collar and bridle 
from Thomas Perkes of Amblecote. Eades  
had tried to sell the items to a local saddler who became suspicious and informed the police. 
He was sentenced to six months imprisonment.  

 

Never a particularly nice place in which to be  
incarcerated, Stafford Prison had a reputation for  

employing guards who were particularly brutal  
towards the prisoners. 
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Dudley Crossroads is a small local charity operating in the Dudley borough. Our o�  ce is on 
the Pensnett Trading Estate in Kingswinford, and we were founded over 40 years ago in 1982.
We provide respite care to informal (unpaid carers). This can be anyone looking after a 
relative or friend who is 18+ in their own home. We can help by visiting the home for a 2-3 hour 
call once a week and staying with the person who needs care while the carer goes out. While 
we are there we can also do light housework, prepare meals and drinks, take people to health 
and other appointments or anything else that help the carer. 
We also run an elderly support service. This is for people who may fi nd everyday tasks 
di�  cult and want to remain independent in their own homes. We can o� er shopping, meal 
preparation, light housework, companionship and support with social activities.
Free services our charity o� ers our clients include our time to talk telephone befriending, a 
walk and talk group for carers and ex carers, and pet therapy in our o�  ce.  We hold social 
events, including twice yearly meals out at the Lodge in Dudley where up to 80 people attend.
All our services are designed around individual needs and choices after consultation with our 
care team. Regular support sta�  build long and trusted relationships, working with a smile and 
fi tting into family lives. All our sta�  are fully trained, insured and DBS checked.
Sadly, like many charities, funding is a major cause for concern to Dudley Crossroads. We do get 
some funding from Dudley Integrated Care Board, but we are constantly looking for other ways 
of raising funds. We would be very happy to hear from any companies who would like to donate! 
For people in receipt of attendance allowance or PIP we charge our not for profi t rate which 
is much cheaper than private agencies as we are a registered charity. For people not in 
receiving attendance allowance or PIP we can help fi ll in forms. Payments can be made using 
private funding, Attendance allowance or Personal Independence Payments.
We have many wonderful comments from our yearly surveys, including:

‘Excellent and competent sta� , always do what is needed and more’.
‘I value the service my mom gets. It provides valuable company for her and enables me 
to have a little bit of time.’
‘Crossroads gave my wife some of the best times in her fi nal years. Thanks again to all 
at Crossroads – I will always be in their debt.’
‘I am very happy with the service I receive. My support worker is a very caring person 
who is very helpful and nothing is too much for her to do’.
‘We are more than satisfi ed with the service provided by Crossroads and we look 
forward to weekly visits to give family members a break and provide a di� erent face to 
interact with’.

If you would like any more information about our charity or you would like us to do a short 
talk at any event, please get in touch with our o�  ce – details on the next page.

walk and talk group for carers and ex carers, and pet therapy in our o�  ce.  We hold social 
events, including twice yearly meals out at the Lodge in Dudley where up to 80 people attend.
All our services are designed around individual needs and choices after consultation with our 
care team. Regular support sta�  build long and trusted relationships, working with a smile and 
fi tting into family lives. All our sta�  are fully trained, insured and DBS checked.
Sadly, like many charities, funding is a major cause for concern to Dudley Crossroads. We do get 
some funding from Dudley Integrated Care Board, but we are constantly looking for other ways 
of raising funds. We would be very happy to hear from any companies who would like to donate! 
For people in receipt of attendance allowance or PIP we charge our not for profi t rate which 
is much cheaper than private agencies as we are a registered charity. For people not in 
receiving attendance allowance or PIP we can help fi ll in forms. Payments can be made using 
private funding, Attendance allowance or Personal Independence Payments.
We have many wonderful comments from our yearly surveys, including:

‘Excellent and competent sta� , always do what is needed and more’.
‘I value the service my mom gets. It provides valuable company for her and enables me 
to have a little bit of time.’
‘Crossroads gave my wife some of the best times in her fi nal years. Thanks again to all 
at Crossroads – I will always be in their debt.’
‘I am very happy with the service I receive. My support worker is a very caring person 
who is very helpful and nothing is too much for her to do’.
‘We are more than satisfi ed with the service provided by Crossroads and we look 
forward to weekly visits to give family members a break and provide a di� erent face to 
interact with’.
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We can provide a range of support services to those living alone, enabling them to live as 
independently as possible in their own homes.
We can also o� er regular respite services to those who live with family or friends to enable 
the main carer to take a well-earned break.
We o� er a fl exible, regular service, specifi cally tailored to individual needs. The range and 
variety of our service is almost endless and we will endeavour to accommodate the needs of 
those requiring our support.
We are a charity and ‘not for profi t’ organisation and whilst not all of our services are free 
the charges are very reasonable when compared to private agencies. This can be discussed 
before the service commences.
We use a dedicated, fully trained and insured sta�  team who make lasting relationships with 
the people they support.
If you wish to contact us we can arrange for a friendly team leader to visit you and establish 
the kind of service required with no obligation. There is a referral form on our website or you 
can telephone us or email.

Our o�  ce hours are 9:00am – 2:00pm Monday to Friday.
TELEPHONE 01384 298513

EMAIL: o�  ce.dudleycrossroads@gmail .com
WEBSITE: www.dudleycrossroads.co.uk

Dudley Crossroads, 6 Watt House, The Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7YD
Registered charity no. 1054168

SINCE 1982

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   65 28/04/2026   06:25



66 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

ROO
FING

ROOFING

07714 899321

E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM

/ / ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING COVERED / / 
/ / FULLY INSURED / /

/ / FREE QUOTES / /

07714 899321

07714 899321

/ / FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES / // // /ROOFING

ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING

/ / FASCIAS & SOFFITS / / FELT ROOFS

 / / R
OOF REPAIRS / / S

LATE ROOFING

/ / C
LEANING, TILING & REPAIRS  

/ / FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFING

/ / C
URE IT FIBRE GLASS ROOFING   

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   66 28/04/2026   06:25



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 67

ROO
FING

ROOFING

07714 899321

E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM

/ / ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING COVERED / / 
/ / FULLY INSURED / /

/ / FREE QUOTES / /

07714 899321

07714 899321

/ / FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES / // // /ROOFING

ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING

/ / FASCIAS & SOFFITS / / FELT ROOFS

 / / R
OOF REPAIRS / / S

LATE ROOFING

/ / C
LEANING, TILING & REPAIRS  

/ / FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFING

/ / C
URE IT FIBRE GLASS ROOFING   

VV Kingswinford MAY26.indd   67 28/04/2026   06:25



68 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

In 1933 Kingswinford Parish Church at Wordsley had its centenary and as part of 
the celebrations a booklet detailing the church’s history was published.  Whilst the 
details of the first 100 years of its life are interesting, what is as fascinating are the  
advertisements that were included in order to offset some of the production costs. 

Alfred Yeates & Sons, dispensing chemists of  Wordsley and Stourbridge were advertising 
their own ‘Stomach and liver mixture’ (trial size 1/3d) and at just 2/- a bottle their ‘Neuralgic 
mixture’.  The Brierley Hill and Stourbridge Building Society was advertising “liberal 
advances at 5 per cent” whilst boasting that they had assets of £271,800 and a reserve of 
£15,000. 

One of the many coal merchants in the areas was Thomas Fletcher of Amblecote who took 
an advertisement extolling the virtues of his “best Cannock coal” and the availability of 
“cobbles and range nuts”.  He also announced that Miss P. Fletcher of North View, Mount 
Pleasant was his agent for Wordsley and Kingswinford.  Darby’s Quality Bread of Brettell 
Lane left readers in no doubt about why their bread was so good—”because it is MADE 
CLEAN in the best equipped bakery in the district, BAKED CLEAN in steam in dust proof 
ovens and DELIVERED CLEAN by courteous men in spotless vans. 

Other advertisements were included from The Midland Radio-Gram & Electric Supply 
Company, Fred Webb High Class Family Butcher, Bells Café, coffin makers Farmer & 
Son and Matty & Cherrington who claimed to be specialists in underwear and frocks of all 
kinds. 

There were also advertisements  for the “Stour Wheeler” bicycle available from Petty & Co 
(who described themselves as ‘manufacturers of machines of the finest quality) and for 
“Matchless Sewing Machines” from the Parkes Sewing Machine & Equipment Company of 
Wolverhampton.  In both these cases it can only be assumed that local shops were offering 
these goods as there were no contact details included in the advertisements. 

Our favourite, though is Pearson & Harley  who are described as ‘Coffin makers, tree 
fellers, stockists of spectacles and wholesalers of sugar confectionery’. 

PEDDLING THEIR WARES…1933 STYLE 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the APRIL edition was PAINTS 

which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who each receive a
£50.00 B&Q GIFT VOUCHER are:

MRS J. BRITTON of BILSTON and
RACHEL JEWELS of KINVER        

You can fi nd this month’s competition on page 54.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualifi ed. 
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

 

  

WIN 2 X TICKETS TO THE ROBIN 

Winner: Mike Bullock of Kingswinford 

Closing date May:  Friday, 22 May 2026 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the APRIL edition was PAINTS 

which was misspelt.  The two lucky winners who each receive a  
£50.00 B&Q GIFT VOUCHER  are: 

 
Mrs J. Britton of Bilston and Rachel Jewels of Kinver 

You can find this month’s competition on page 30 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  

disqualified.     Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  
by the closing date. 

1.   (i)     Need and Knead 
     (ii)    Mare and Mayor 
     (iii)   Hungary and Hungry 
     (iv)   File and Phial 
     (v)    Ode and Owed 
 
2.    Neither.   Six and seven make 13 not 14! 
 
3.    24.   It is actually a lot more simple than it at 
first seems.   Each hen lays an 
egg and a half and therefore 
each lays four eggs in six 
days—and six hens would 
therefore lay 24 eggs in six days. 

4.    The answer is 10 minutes and 24 seconds—
but the explanation would take a page in itself so 
you’ll have to take our word for it!  

5.    A:  Painless operation 
       B:  No pain, no gain 

6.     The odds are 1 in 2 or 50%.  The number 
showing on the first die is not of consequence.  
Whether it is even or odd the chance of it being 
the opposite on the second die (thereby ensuring 
the total is odd) is still just 1 in 2. 

WATCH OUT FOR MORE  
BRAINTEASERS NEXT MONTH 
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It's good to 
be home

Judy

We’re here so your loved one can stay home, 
where they want to be. Where things are safe 
and familiar and they have the best chance to 
live a full and meaningful life. 
Whether it’s everyday companionship or 
everyday errands, Live-in Care or Home Care 
visits, our highly-trained Care Experts will 
give your loved one the support they need to 
live in the place they feel best: home.   
See how we can support you.

Email

dudley@
bluebirdcare
.co.uk

Call us for a friendly chat on

01384 297 839

Dudley, Wyre Forest & 
Malvern Hills

Making your 
mum feel special.
And you.
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By  ����—Henry IV had won the Battle of Shrewsbury, although possibly hiding under the refectory 
table when the log-man came round for his money.– a religious house, St Mary of Bethlehem, founded 
in Bishopsgate, London, in 1247, had been converted to a home for the insane. 

Those inmates considered not too out of order or control—of the ‘Abraham’ Ward—were allowed to 
go out begging in order to add a little more to their meagre diet. 

As always, the rogues, and those known as ‘canting coves’ (whining thieves) thought ‘this could keep 
us in the manner to which we ought to be  
accustomed.’  Today, in order to save  time 
they mainly use the phone. 

³Ar tell you what, lads, we’ll pretend we’re 
maniacs—some of us won’t need to do 
much acting—an’ we’ll go around a-
whining’ we’re from Bedlam.´  (This was 
the corrupted pronunciation of Bethlehem, 
the previously mentioned hospital). 

³An’ we’ll be sure to scare ‘em´ - to be 
topical read scam—´an’ they’ll come across 
with the old spondulicks´ (one wonders 
whether Henry IV was considering joining 
them). 

And so the Abram’men pursued their 
 dreaded vagabondage around England:  
‘With a sigh like Tom O’ Bedlam’ wrote 
Will Shakespear in King Lear.  The ‘Sham 
Abram Coves’ would have ensured that Ann 
Hathaway kept her cottage door bolts well-
oiled. 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
“Beware!  It’s the ‘AbramMen’” 

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath   
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

Due to my shaky handwriting,  
for µRover’�in the April issue  

please read µRoller’�-�the slang  
for a Rolls Royce which  

Mr Geoff Cookson could not  
countenance..     
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 ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER? 
2QH TXHVWLRQ WKDW , DP IUHTXHQWO\ DVNHG LV ZKHWKHU , FDQ VXSSO\ WKH QDPHV RI VSHDNHUV²JUDQWHG 

WKHUH DUH D ORW RI QDPHV DYDLODEOH YLD WKH LQWHUQHW EXW ZKDW LI \RX DUH QRW ZHOO YHUVHG LQ FRPSXWHUV"  
2YHU WKH FRXUVH RI WKH QH[W IHZ PRQWKV ZH ZLOO EH SURYLGLQJ WKH QDPHV DQG GHWDLOV RI YDULRXV ORFDO 
VSHDNHUV�   6R� LI \RX DUH D VSHDNHU DQG ZRXOG OLNH WR EH LQFOXGHG IUHH RI FKDUJH LQ WKLV IHDWXUH� WKHQ 
SOHDVH HPDLO \RXU GHWDLOV WRJHWKHU ZLWK D FXUUHQW SKRWRJUDSK WR *DLO DW YLOODJHYRLFH#KRWPDLO�FR�XN 

BARRY PICKEN 

Barry has been giving talks 
to local clubs and societies 
for over 20 years and covers 
a variety of topics currently 
including: 

'Red Flowers and a Bag of 
Old Bones' - the story of the 
Poppy and the Tomb of the  
Unknown Warrior 

‘The Habsbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the 
Romanovs - from obscurity to oblivion' 

'They took their Lifeboat to the top of the 
mountain' - the Lynmouth Lifeboat January 1899 

'Edith Cavell - heroine or spy'  

'Railway wagon ���’ - who were the three most 
important people to be carried in a goods wagon 

All of the talks are given with a power point 
presentation 

For availability, please talk to Barry  
either by email at:     

bpicken119@aol.com 
or 

Telephone 07940 743807 

MICHELE BIRCH 

Michele offers a varied range of talks.  She draws 
on her own family history by way of using family 

links and demonstrations of Japanese gift  
wrapping techniques—this is a popular talk  

towards Christmas time especially. 

She also has a great interest in poppies—glass 
fantasy film demonstrations and an involvement 
in poppy displays.  This is a highly popular talk 

towards November. 

Another talk is the power of colour and their 
affects on people suffering with mental health 
issues.  A further talk is ‘Food and Your Mood’ 

which looks at the effect of food on our mood 
and why it is so important to eat healthily. 

As well as being a health and wellbeing tutor for 
adult education Michele is also a life coach  

offering talks on positive thinking, resilience, 
motivation and self-esteem.  She also offers the 
opportunity to tailor her talks to cater for any 

given audience and is more than happy to talk to 
organisers about their requirements. 

For availability, please contact Michele 
either by email at:  

michelebirch6@gmail.com  
or telephone on 0791 853 2284  

KATE ROUND  :  Kate has been doing talks to local clubs and societies for over 
15 years, on behalf of Dudley Museums Service, and is based at the iconic Red House 

Glass Cone, the home of Stuart Crystal.   Kate talks about the glass industry, the  
artistry, and legacy of cut-glass, and the lives and skills of the people who made it.  

Check out her website https://kateround.com/ 
All of her talks are listed with a description of content and all are presented  

with slides.   For availability, please talk to Kate either by email at:   
kateround.round@gmail.com or telephone on  07968 396679 

 
The next village voice page of speakers would you kindly add me again. 

 JOHN HOMER  - 
A BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE! 
For many years he has 
been involved with West 
Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and 
the Black Country  
Living Museum, and is 
also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF 
AND I” group which is a dementia support 
group for carers.    

He is a speaker on everything and anything to  
do with the Black Country and local football. 

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes, 
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country 
and life in general! 
 
For further details of talks available please  
contact John either by: 

Telephone:  01384 236827  
Mobile:  07818 291578  

Email:  johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

KAREN EVANS 
After completing a History degree 
Karen taught in primary schools 
before retiring in 2015.   She then 
wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books 
for the History Press and she is 
currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all 
things genealogical.   Her love and enthusiasm for 
history was the impetus for her talks be it  
Regency dancing or using DNA in her own  
research.   Karen’s talks include: 

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an 
1823 murder in her family which sent her on a 
thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery. 
‘Where does my family come from?’ -  
Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this 
talk covers areas such as understanding how 
the test works in very general terms. 
‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every  
savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but 
what would he have seen in the ballrooms of 
the day? 

For a full list of talks available and availability 
please contact Karen on 07462 801829 or email 

her at karenevansdna@gmail.com 

ALAN PEACE:  Alan began his working life as a printer but has also been a 
youth worker and a professional climbing instructor.  His high altitude climbing 
career has sent him around the world to places such as The Alps, Russia, Argentina, 
Norway, Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and Mongolia.  He spent 10 years as a volunteer 

lorry driver with the German Red Cross delivering humanitarian aid throughout Eastern Europe and 
for 27 years was the Senior Warden of the Himley Park estate near Dudley.  He is an Ambassador 
and volunteer fundraiser for Cancer Research UK and a local councillor and in his spare time he  
skippers a 70 foot narrowboat running day trips. 

Himley Hall—Past, Present and Future—Concentrating mainly upon the social history of the  
Himley estate and the many notable people who have visited. 

Never Work with Children or Animals (by the man who has done both and survived!) - an  
anecdotal and light-hearted look at some of the comical situations Alan has found himself in  

during 40 years of working with both children and animals! 
The 1000km Stroll—backpacking the South West Coast Path—Back in May 2021 Alan travelled 

to Minehead in Somerset to begin backpacking the 1000km long South West Coast Path in aid of 
Cancer Research.—an eight week expedition and the follow-up expedition the reverse way in 2022. 

For a full list of talks and availability please contact Alan on  
07791 900445 or email him at alrobpeace@btinternet.com 
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2QH TXHVWLRQ WKDW , DP IUHTXHQWO\ DVNHG LV ZKHWKHU , FDQ VXSSO\ WKH QDPHV RI VSHDNHUV²JUDQWHG 

WKHUH DUH D ORW RI QDPHV DYDLODEOH YLD WKH LQWHUQHW EXW ZKDW LI \RX DUH QRW ZHOO YHUVHG LQ FRPSXWHUV"  
2YHU WKH FRXUVH RI WKH QH[W IHZ PRQWKV ZH ZLOO EH SURYLGLQJ WKH QDPHV DQG GHWDLOV RI YDULRXV ORFDO 
VSHDNHUV�   6R� LI \RX DUH D VSHDNHU DQG ZRXOG OLNH WR EH LQFOXGHG IUHH RI FKDUJH LQ WKLV IHDWXUH� WKHQ 
SOHDVH HPDLO \RXU GHWDLOV WRJHWKHU ZLWK D FXUUHQW SKRWRJUDSK WR *DLO DW YLOODJHYRLFH#KRWPDLO�FR�XN 

BARRY PICKEN 

Barry has been giving talks 
to local clubs and societies 
for over 20 years and covers 
a variety of topics currently 
including: 

'Red Flowers and a Bag of 
Old Bones' - the story of the 
Poppy and the Tomb of the  
Unknown Warrior 

‘The Habsbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the 
Romanovs - from obscurity to oblivion' 

'They took their Lifeboat to the top of the 
mountain' - the Lynmouth Lifeboat January 1899 

'Edith Cavell - heroine or spy'  

'Railway wagon ���’ - who were the three most 
important people to be carried in a goods wagon 

All of the talks are given with a power point 
presentation 

For availability, please talk to Barry  
either by email at:     

bpicken119@aol.com 
or 

Telephone 07940 743807 

MICHELE BIRCH 

Michele offers a varied range of talks.  She draws 
on her own family history by way of using family 

links and demonstrations of Japanese gift  
wrapping techniques—this is a popular talk  

towards Christmas time especially. 

She also has a great interest in poppies—glass 
fantasy film demonstrations and an involvement 
in poppy displays.  This is a highly popular talk 

towards November. 

Another talk is the power of colour and their 
affects on people suffering with mental health 
issues.  A further talk is ‘Food and Your Mood’ 

which looks at the effect of food on our mood 
and why it is so important to eat healthily. 

As well as being a health and wellbeing tutor for 
adult education Michele is also a life coach  

offering talks on positive thinking, resilience, 
motivation and self-esteem.  She also offers the 
opportunity to tailor her talks to cater for any 

given audience and is more than happy to talk to 
organisers about their requirements. 

For availability, please contact Michele 
either by email at:  

michelebirch6@gmail.com  
or telephone on 0791 853 2284  

KATE ROUND  :  Kate has been doing talks to local clubs and societies for over 
15 years, on behalf of Dudley Museums Service, and is based at the iconic Red House 

Glass Cone, the home of Stuart Crystal.   Kate talks about the glass industry, the  
artistry, and legacy of cut-glass, and the lives and skills of the people who made it.  

Check out her website https://kateround.com/ 
All of her talks are listed with a description of content and all are presented  

with slides.   For availability, please talk to Kate either by email at:   
kateround.round@gmail.com or telephone on  07968 396679 

 
The next village voice page of speakers would you kindly add me again. 

 JOHN HOMER  - 
A BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE! 
For many years he has 
been involved with West 
Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and 
the Black Country  
Living Museum, and is 
also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF 
AND I” group which is a dementia support 
group for carers.    

He is a speaker on everything and anything to  
do with the Black Country and local football. 

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes, 
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country 
and life in general! 
 
For further details of talks available please  
contact John either by: 

Telephone:  01384 236827  
Mobile:  07818 291578  

Email:  johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

KAREN EVANS 
After completing a History degree 
Karen taught in primary schools 
before retiring in 2015.   She then 
wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books 
for the History Press and she is 
currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all 
things genealogical.   Her love and enthusiasm for 
history was the impetus for her talks be it  
Regency dancing or using DNA in her own  
research.   Karen’s talks include: 

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an 
1823 murder in her family which sent her on a 
thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery. 
‘Where does my family come from?’ -  
Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this 
talk covers areas such as understanding how 
the test works in very general terms. 
‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every  
savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but 
what would he have seen in the ballrooms of 
the day? 

For a full list of talks available and availability 
please contact Karen on 07462 801829 or email 

her at karenevansdna@gmail.com 

ALAN PEACE:  Alan began his working life as a printer but has also been a 
youth worker and a professional climbing instructor.  His high altitude climbing 
career has sent him around the world to places such as The Alps, Russia, Argentina, 
Norway, Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and Mongolia.  He spent 10 years as a volunteer 

lorry driver with the German Red Cross delivering humanitarian aid throughout Eastern Europe and 
for 27 years was the Senior Warden of the Himley Park estate near Dudley.  He is an Ambassador 
and volunteer fundraiser for Cancer Research UK and a local councillor and in his spare time he  
skippers a 70 foot narrowboat running day trips. 

Himley Hall—Past, Present and Future—Concentrating mainly upon the social history of the  
Himley estate and the many notable people who have visited. 

Never Work with Children or Animals (by the man who has done both and survived!) - an  
anecdotal and light-hearted look at some of the comical situations Alan has found himself in  

during 40 years of working with both children and animals! 
The 1000km Stroll—backpacking the South West Coast Path—Back in May 2021 Alan travelled 

to Minehead in Somerset to begin backpacking the 1000km long South West Coast Path in aid of 
Cancer Research.—an eight week expedition and the follow-up expedition the reverse way in 2022. 

For a full list of talks and availability please contact Alan on  
07791 900445 or email him at alrobpeace@btinternet.com 
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KINGSWINFORD METHODIST CHURCH   
Stream Road, Kingswinford  DY6 9NP   

www.kingswinfordmethodist.co.uk  
kmc.enquiries66@gmail.com 

 

Men’s group 6th May - 7.00pm - bring and share supper. Why not bring a friend,  
a game and some food to share? 

 
All Age Worship - 10th May with music from 10.00am and a formal start at 10.30am.  

We are exploring the Beatitudes this year - why not come along as a family and discover 
more about what Jesus has to say about what it means to be blessed. 

 
Café Praise 17th May - from 6.00pm with food, worship band and the opportunity to  

share in conversational worship. 
 

Super Sunday - 31st May - creative church for all the family, come and discover what  
truly makes a Sunday Super. 

 
Advanced notice 21st June - Kingswinford Methodist Church will be 60 years old on the 
18th June. Maybe you were married or baptised during that time, or the place holds special 
memories for other reasons. Why not come along and join us for this special service, which 

celebrates the work God has been doing in this place for six decades. 

 

KINGSWINFORD ACTIVE  
RETIREMENT GROUP 

Tutor – Siddique Hussain – Mobile:  07929 850814 :  Email siddiqueh@gmail.com 
 

St Mary¶s Church Hall, The Village, Dudley Road, Kingswinford DY6 8AY 
Monday mornings (term time) 10.00am-12.00 noon 

The Group allows people to enjoy a social and active programme of speakers,  
visits and discussions. 

New members are always welcome.  There is a fee (per term) of £25.00 plus optional  
trip costs (transport and entrance fees if applicable). 
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WALL HEATH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 

Telephone: 01384 273744  :  Email:  wallheathcommunityassoc@gmail.com 

COMING UP« 
 

13th May, The Wednesday Club, 2pm. Alec Powell, ³Circus Days”. Alec will explain how 
he came to set up a circus whilst still working for a solicitor¶s office in Birmingham. He will 

talk about the circus, the acts, places visited and the disasters. He has also worked as a  
magician and will tell us, with demonstrations, how that fitted into the circus ring 

21st May, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. Alan Hill, History Talk. Alan will be giving a talk 
about the great clock of Westminster, ³Big Ben´� which is 168 years old this year. 

4th June, Thursday at 2 Club, 2pm. Ian Bott, History Talk. Ian will be giving a talk about 
the life and times of John Wesley (Methodist) and the Industrial Revolution. 

10th June, The Wednesday Club, 2pm. Andy French, ³The life, times and legacy of Billy 
Butlin´. From modest beginnings in South Africa to his work as a travelling fairground 

“Showman” around the UK to the building of the world¶s first all-inclusive holiday  
camp in Skegness. 

 THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL 
BE IN THE JUNE 2026  

EDITION AND THE  
COPY DEADLINE IS  

Monday, 18th May 2026. 
 

Don¶t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.   
Please send your details via email to  

Gail at 
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 
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WEDNESDAY SENIORS GROUP 50+ 
invite you to enjoy afternoons of speakers and entertainment on the 1st  

and 3rd Wednesday each month at 2.00pm at Wordsley Green Community Centre,  
Wordsley DY8 5BN 

20th May: Musical Entertainment.  Keith Slater entertains us with a variety  
of songs and musical instruments. 

3rd June:  The Funny Side of Art Or a Lifetime of Watching Paint Dry. 
Confessions of professional artist Geoff Tristram, an excellent and well known  

speaker who gives this highly humorous talk. 

17th June:  Strawberry Tea (Members Only). 

Visitors are most welcome to come along and hear how we organise  
this very friendly group.  Open to Ladies and Gents. 

MEN’S BOWLS AT WORDSLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
If you have time on a  Friday afternoon, why not pop along to see us between 1.00pm and 

4.00pm and join this highly popular group for Short Mat Indoor Bowls, Cards and  
Dominoes.   

There is always lots of laughter and jollity with this group—it is 
the perfect way to meet new friends and enjoy a nice cup of tea/

coffee and, of course, cakes and biscuits!    

All equipment is supplied.   If you have never played before that is 
not a problem as the group welcome all abilities. There are  

subsidised subscriptions. 

 

If this is of interest to you, please give Bob a call on 07572 321401 and 
leave a message with your name and telephone number  

or contact the Community Centre on 01384 273186. 
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WALL HEATH FLOWER CLUB 
Wall Heath Community Centre, Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 

 
DEMONSTRATORS FOR 2026/27 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors always welcome to pay at the door.   
Please contact Pauline on 01384 272430 or Greta on 01384 872752  

  26th May   Sionedd Hughes “What a Wonderful World” 
 23rd June   Becca Morris “Inspired by Nature” 
 28th July   Joanna Davis “Thank you M’am” 
 25th August   SOCIAL 
 29th September  Claire Bond “Autumn Treasures” 
 27th October   Elaine Hale “Rhythm µn Roots” 
 24th November  Debbie Davies “Charismata” 
 26th January 2027  Debbie Wellington “For the Love of Colours” 
 23rd February  AGM 

NATIONAL SERVICE (RAF)  
ASSOCIATION 

 
We are a group of men who did their National Service in the RAF back in the 1950s.   

We meet every month at midday on the second Tuesday of the month in the Community  
Hub at RAF Cosford, Wolverhampton WV7 3EX where we have a guest speaker and  

generally put the world to rights. 

As we say every Remembrance Day, we who are left grow old and sadly our membership  
is dwindling, but we feel that there may be readers of Village Voice who were Erks  
and who might be interested in joining us for the sum of £5.00 per year.  This covers  

the postage of our monthly newsletter, The Erk, (for those who may be confused,  
an Erk was the slang name for another rank in the RAF). 

If anyone is interested, please do come along to one of our meetings where you will  
receive a very warm welcome.  Alternatively, please contact Gail at Village Voice 

(at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk)  who will pass on our contact details.      
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!

www.dreamworld.furniture
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ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!
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