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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD  
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION  
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Cover story

IN THIS ISSUE
4	 Win 2 x tickets to the fabulous Robin 2 Club in Bilston
6	 Brainteasers
10,24,41,54	 It’s A Fact!
28	 With Mothering Sunday fast approaching we give you a 		
	 little background on the origins of the day.
34	 A few facts about Halfpenny Green Airfield
46	 In readiness for Easter we thought you might like a few 		
	 facts about this very important Christian Festival.
48	 A Gardener’s Work is Never Done!
52-53	 Our Wordsearch Competition this time gives two lucky 
 	 winners the chance of a free family pass to the Odeon 		
	 Cinema at Merry Hill, Dudley.
56	 Brainteasers Answers
57-61	 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000 HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is  
TUESDAY, 24th MARCH 2026. Entries received after this date 
will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

And just like that it is March! I think most people  
will agree that we seem to have had a very long  
Winter. 20th March will see the start of Spring which  
is a season of renewal. It is a time when nature awakens, trees 
sprout fresh leaves and flowers and shrubs once more show us 
their vibrant colours. It is lovely to hear once again the birdsong 
in the garden and this is a reminder that we still need to feed our 
feathered friends. It is important to maintain a consistent feeding 
schedule because birds do rely heavily on feeders when natural 
food is limited. As we move into Spring, birds will naturally seek out 
insects and seeds which are crucial for their young but do keep an 
eye on your feeders in order to gauge the demand for food.

Gail   
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DON’T MISS OUT ON  
YOUR COPY  

Each month over 2,000 copies  
of this edition of Village Voice 

are delivered throughout 
Wombourne, Swindon,  

Penn and Kinver.  
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area.  
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline 

for the APRIL 2026  
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is  

WEDNESDAY, 18th MARCH 2026. 
 Please book your space early to 

avoid disappointment.

 DO YOU RUN A  
NON PROFIT MAKING  

CLUB OR SOCIETY?  
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?  
 Would you like some FREE 
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Monday 24th March 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to RON TURNER of 
COOKLEY who was the lucky winner of the two 
tickets on offer in the FEBRUARY 2026 edition.
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community-run business”
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Win £20,000 CASH when you 
replace your glass!
We’re celebrating 20 years of 
excellence – and you could win 
£20,000 in our Anniversary 
competition! To enter, simply spend 
£500 or more with us between now 
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear, 
a trusted family-run business, has 
been the UK’s leading domestic glass 
replacement specialists, serving as 
your One-Stop Shop for all your 
glazing requirements – and now we’re 
marking this milestone with an exciting 
competition where one lucky customer 
will win £20,000! We take pride in 
generating our own leads, crafting 
tailored quotes, and manufacturing 
our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors—our team 
consists entirely of skilled, in-house 
professionals, guaranteeing consistent 
quality and reliability. Every glass unit 
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting 
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame 
replacements that lead to unnecessary 
redecoration expenses? By replacing 

only the failed glass unit, we save you 
money and minimise disruption – 
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000 
prize draw while upgrading your home. 
Join over 344,000 satisfied customers 
who trust our ethical, affordable service. 
Failed double glazing can compromise 
your home’s protection and energy 
efficiency, so check your windows 
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been 
committed to saving customers money 
while supporting local communities. 
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our 
focus is on replacing just the glass, not 
the entire window, which reduces costs 
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop, 
we manage everything—from lead 
generation to crafting premium glass 
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated 
after-sales support—making us the 
smart, cost-effective choice in any 
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to 
enter the competition), 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T’s&C’s apply. 
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more 
information)

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

650921

12 Month 

Excludes
blockages

Speak to 
us

today!

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in
Wombourne,
Swindon, Penn, Kinver
and all surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers 
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

01902 690 935

This time we are giving you a mixture of Brainteasers but beware...they are not as easy 
as they look!  Answers are on page 56.    

1. ABSORB     DIVIDE     GLITCH 
             MARGIN     RECESS 

Which of the following words belong in the 
list...and why? 
     QUIVER   SHAKEN   SHIVER   TINGLE 

2.  A man was born in 1964 and died at the age of 
25 in 1984.  How? 

3.  What two words have the most letters in them? 

4.  Forwards I’m heavy, but backwards I’m not.  
What am I? 

5.  A simple sum...divide 30 by ½ and then add 10.   
What is the answer? 

6.  A woman has seven children and half are boys.  
How can this be? 

7.  A butcher is 6’1” tall.  What does he weigh 

8.  We finish with a series of word puzzles.  Just 
say what you see: 

 LMOTAHERW 

9.  This is slightly more tricky: 

     SCORE 
     SCORE                
     SCORE              + 7 + 1 + 2 
     SCORE 

10.  And finally: 

 DICE    DICE 
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* T&C apply. See in store for more details.

FREE coffee machine with 
every order over £5,000*

Haier I-Master Series 5 
Home Barista-Black
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience l

  No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES   
SpecialistsT

R
EE

 &
 LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount✸✸

l Tree Work l  Paths l  Fencing l Turf l Artificial Grass l  Driveways l  Block 
paving l Tarmac l Ground works l Drainage l Gates and gateways l Patios 

●  Tree Work
●  Paths
●  Fencing
●  Turf
●  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344
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TREE & LANDSCAPES  
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R
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& LANDSCA
P

E
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S
PECIALISTS

●  Driveways
●  Block paving

●  Tarmac
●  Ground 

works
●  Drainage

●  Gates and 
gateways

● Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

●  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

★★ ★

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY

     GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT
     GUARANteed  G U A R A N T E E D

  P
REM I U M  P RO DUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM 

£39
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FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

darts, pool table 
& other pub games

10p baCK For 
every £1 spent 

loyalty 
Card

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

lIve sport

EVERY WEEK

lIve  musIC&
entertaInment

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06

it
’s
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 fa

c
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 An auction was held at the Star & Garter Hotel in Wolverhampton in June 
1890 with the main lot being the Fox Inn on the road between Wolverhampton 
and Bridgnorth together with 33 acres of land in Trysull.  The bidding started 
at £2000 but the property eventually went for £3075. 

In 1865 William Bonus was charged with fraudulently withholding a cash-book,  
the property of the Nelsonic Royal Crimson Oak Lodge which met at the Crown  
Inn, Kinver.  He had been Secretary of the Friendly Society for 15 years, receiving 
an annual salary of £2, but shortly after the books were audited he was dismissed.  
Once he had left the Society a further audit was planned but the cash-book could  
not be found.  The second audit was held and it was thought that almost £154 was  
missing from the funds (although without the cash-book it was difficult to tell).   
Bonus was found guilty of deliberately “losing” the cash-book and fined £10 and  
£1 costs with the alternative of spending two months in prison.  He paid the fine. 

In June 1858 it was announced that the Earl of Stafford and Warrington was 
planning to create a large racing stables at his home estate, Enville Hall.  He 
had already purchased a number of yearlings and two-year-olds and employed 
a trainer.  By 1863 he had started to have considerable success including  
winning two important races at the Royal Ascot meeting.  This encouraged 
more owners to send their horses to the Enville stables for training in  
subsequent years. 
1n 1938 the White Harte at Kinver was advertising for a barmaid.  Wages were  
25/- a week. 
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With over 20 years experience in commercial vehicle sales, 
we o� er a tailored service unrivalled by others.

We specialise in providing high quality vehicles at competitive prices and can source 
any requirements, should we not currently stock what you are looking for.

We can provide a free valuation, should you be looking to part exchange 
and o� er a three month warranty period from point of purchase. 

Call our team to discuss your requirements further.

Sell Your Van To Us!
Buxton House
Dawley Brook Road
Kingswinford
West Midlands
DY6 7BD

01384 732128
07399 219806
sales@eurodistributionukltd.co.uk

Specialists in home extensions, loft conversions, general
building & bespoke joinery works, SS Joinery are

‘Covering every angle’
of the building trade.

01283 211 547   07967 772 829  info@ssjoinery.co.uk

www.ssjoinery.co.uk

Follow us 
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Tel: 01902 896170   Mob: 07721 754000
Email: maryhermansmith@btinternet.com   Can also be found on

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk  

l  LUNCH & DINNER PARTIES  l  COCKTAIL PARTIES  
l  BUSINESS LUNCHES  l  AFTERNOON TEAS  l  WEDDINGS  

l  FUNERALS  l  HOT & COLD BUFFETS  l  FREEZER FILLING

   
   

   
   

MARY HERMAN-SMITH

A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE  
FOR HOME & OFFICE

CATERING

5          
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 In 1327 there were 18 taxpayers living in 
Wombourne who were called upon to pay a 
total of 49 shillings a year.  There were 14  
taxpayers in Himley (providing 26s/6¼d) and 
in Seisdon with Trysull 16 taxpayers paying  
46 shillings. 
The east end of Wombourne High Street is 
sometimes referred to as Smallbrook but in  
the past has also been known as ‘Townsend’ 
and ‘Sodom’. 
In 1735 the Blue Coat School based in  
Wolverhampton purchased for £700 an estate 
in Seisdon comprising a farmhouse, several 
cottages and 80 acres of land.  The purpose  
was to become self-sufficient in the production 
of food for pupils at the school. 
It is thought that a cider mill was operational 
at Crab Mill Farm during the early 19th  
century.  This would have used apples grown 
locally to make rough cider that was sold in  
the area. 
In the 17th century peas were one of the most 
widely grown crops in the Bobbington area. 

During the 12th century St Mary’s Church in 
Bobbington was administered by the Royal  
Peculiar of Brug. 
In 1865 a plan was put forward to build a new 
railway line linking the existing Great Western 
Railway lines at Bridgnorth, Wolverhampton 
and Gornal.  The proposed line—known as the 
Bridgnorth, Wolverhampton & Staffordshire 
Railway—also included a branch to Swindon.  
The plans, however, were later abandoned  
although a further similar plan by the GWR 
itself was put forward in 1909. This included a 
line from Bridgnorth to Wolverhampton with a 
station at The Bratch in Wombourne.  Again, 
though, the plans were later abandoned. 
Bobbington (“the village of Bubba’s people”) 
was mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086. 
The village of Trysull was granted a market 
and annual fair in 1251 by Henry III. 
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Katie Fitzgerald’s
www.katiessecretgarden.com

Katie Fitzgeralds,187 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 3TB (entrance on Mamble Road) 

www.wegottickets.com

Katie Fitzgeralds,187 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 3TB (entrance on Mamble Road) 

www.wegottickets.com

MAR 
1st Mar        FITZ OF LAUGHTER with ROSIE JONES  
3rd Mar        JOHNNY COLE 
4th Mar        JOHNNY COLE 
5th Mar        JOHNNY COLE 
6th Mar        FRED ZEPPELIN 
7th Mar        SoAAr presents NICK PARKER 
17th Mar      St Patricks Day Party  
20th Mar      DAN OWEN  
21st Mar      SoAAr presents NICK HARPER 
25th Mar      SoAAr presents  TransGlobal Underground 

APR 
3rd Apr         FITZ OF LAUGHTER presents ANGELA BARNES 
4th Apr         SoAAr presents SAMANTICS 
5th Apr         SoAAr presents UNDERCOVER HIPPY 
10th Apr       SoAAr presents INTERROBANG 
11th Apr       JASON CHARLES MILLER + MENA HARDY 
16th Mar      SoAAr presents JOHN BRAMWELL 
18th Apr       BIG JIMS BOOGIE BAND 
19th Apr       FITZ OF LAUGHTER with DARREN HARRIOTT 
24th Apr       SoAAr presents TOMMY SCOTT DUO ( Space )  
30th Apr       DEAN FRIEDMAN and BOOTHBY GRAFOE 
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Foot Health Care
Lisa Culbard DIP CFHP. VRFHP

Fully Qualifi ed and Insured
Foot Health Practitioner

Treatment carried 
out in the comfort 
of your own home.

Home visits £30 
no hidden costs.

I have 15 years 
experience in foot 
health care and 
hold a current 

DBS certifi cate.

For appointments call Lisa on 07989 410801   L.Culbard@sky.com

Foot Health Care
Lisa Culbard DIP CFHP. VRFHP

Fully Qualifi ed and Insured
Foot Health Practitioner

• Nails trimmed
•  Thick Nails Reduced
• Corn Removal
•  Callus Reduction
•  Ingrown Toe Nails Treated
•  Treatment of Fungal Infections
•  Foot Health checks / Advice on Foot Care

Don’t suffer with painful feet. 
Look after them and they will look after you!

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers
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A ROOFING COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

07973 116 365 – 07739 564 133

Monday
Madness!
CURRIES
plusRice *DELIVERYCHARGESAND

TERMS&CONDITIONSAPPLY.

foronly
£15*

TAKE-AWAYONLY

2
TELEPHONE

01284 719116

108 RISBYGATE STREET • BURY ST EDMUNDS • IP33 3AA

VISIT OURWEBSITE
www.orissabse.co.uk

ALL
 ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 

UNDERTAKEN 

FROM COMPLETE 

NEW ROOFS  
TO SMALL 
REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS  
FELT FLAT ROOFING – FIBREGLASS ROOFING – ROOF REPAIRS
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT
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Over the next few months we will chart the history of the railway that once ran  
through Wombourne.  It had the dubious honour of taking longer in the  

planning and construction than it achieved in “active service” but it still played  
an important part in the history of the village for a number of reasons. 

In 1852 the Oxford, Worcester & Wolverhampton Railway (OWWR) - known almost  
universally as ‘The Old Worse & Worse’ was opened linking Oxford, Worcester,  
Kidderminster, Dudley and Wolverhampton.  Some six years later a branch-line from  
Brettell Lane, Amblecote to the furnaces at Shut End near Kingswinford was constructed  
(the Kingswinford Branch) and then in 1860 it was further extended towards the Earl of  
Dudley’s pits at Himley. 
In the same year, however, the OWWR was taken over by another small railway company, 
the West Midland Railway, before it too was acquired by another (more famous company).  
Its acquisition by the Great Western Railway (GWR) came at a time when industrial growth 
in the area was at its height and the next few years saw the GWR link with a number of  
private railways including the Pensnett (one of the oldest in the country) and Shut End  
railways. 

In 1905 the GWR proposed a major  
new undertaking—a new line from  
Wolverhampton to Bridgnorth with a  
connection to the Kingswinford Branch.  
These plans, though, were later modified 
and in 1913 the scheme underwent  
substantial revision and new proposals 
were put forward to build a line from 
Wolverhampton to Himley where it 
would join the existing line. 
Work on the new line started straight 
away and the contractors—Perry & Co.—

set up a yard on Planks Lane, Wombourne.  A light railway was constructed from Himley 
towards Wombourne and a locomotive (called ‘Arthur’) was used to ferry materials up and 
down the line. 
‘Arthur’ was built in 1903 in Leeds and is now preserved just outside its ‘birthplace’  
although now renamed ‘Matthew Murray’.  The construction of the railway attracted many 
local men to give up their low paid work on the farms to the better paid labouring on the  
construction for the railway. 

 
In April’s edition we will be highlighting the construction of the track from  

Gornal through to Wolverhampton.   

ON THE RIGHT TRACKS 

‘Arthur’ was the first motive power on the  
Wombourne railway line. 
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“In no instance of a welcome-home has the sincerity in congratulations been more manifest, 
within our knowledge, than was rendered conspicuous, by the spontaneous cheers of a vast 
assemblage  who had been called together at Bobbington...to celebrate the return of James 
Moseley Esq. to his native home, after an absence in an Australian climate for upwards of 
ten years”.  The article continued:  “The rich and poor, old and young alike commingled to 
testify the pleasures all experienced, once more, to receive that gentleman amongst them, 
and to satisfy him that, although thousands of miles had so long estranged them, he had  
ever occupied a most prominent position in their love, esteem and respect.” 
 
Details of the event then followed:  “At two o’clock upwards of 70 fine specimens of the  
tillers of the soil sat down...to partake of an extremely abundant and very excellent dinner 
which had been provided by Mr and Mrs Nickolls, in the large room of the Red Lion Inn. 
After this a number of speeches were given and toasts drunk before the assembled company 
joined the local villagers on a field next to Bobbington Church where entertainment was  
provided.  Cannons were fired, the church bells rung and “throughout the afternoon several 
rural sports were entered into and prizes then awarded to the successful competitors.”   
Shortly after 5.00pm a tea for some 180 men and their families was provided in a large tent 
on the field.  Following this dancing commenced with music provided by Mr John Smith’s 
Brass Band from Bridgnorth.  “Music in itself appeared novel to the ears of the inhabitants 
of the village of Bobbington but whose continuous attendance round the locality of the band, 
bore evident proof of the thorough appreciation of the melodious strains which from an early 
hour until night had cast her mantle round, kept their hearts  in motion and evoked universal 
expressions of gratification afforded by the old English and better known strains, as well as 
some more classical and modern music.” 
 
The report finished by saying “in concluding our remarks on this epoch in the history of 
Bobbington we cannot in justice  refrain from adding our testimony to the exemplary conduct 
of the vast assemblage which at one time of the day could not have numbered less than 800 
persons.” 
 
For several generations the Moseley family lived at Leaton Hall before it was finally sold 
and converted into 12 flats. 

A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE (ALMOST) 
In July 1866 the Bridgnorth Journal & South Shropshire Advertiser included an  

article—written in somewhat overblown language—about the return of  
James Moseley of Leaton Park from Australia. 
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There can be few cars that can blend charm, agility, and personality quite like the Mini Cooper.  The 
modern Mini keeps its heritage alive whilst adding refinement and technology that classic owners  
could only dream of.   Under the bonnet sits a 1.5-litre 3-cylinder engine producing around 156 bhp—
the 3-cylinder engine has a distinctive sound and a surprising turn of power when revved. Acceleration 
is brisk, overtaking gives you a sense of confidence, and the car is happiest darting between gears on a 
winding road. It is light, responsive, and always ready to play. A claimed top speed of 140mph and a  
0-60 gallop in 7 seconds is very commendable, Mini suggest a combined figure of 46.3mpg, sadly the 
computer suggested I only achieved 39.9 mpg during 300 miles of very varied driving situations. 

My test car had an automatic DCT transmission and normally I love 
automatics but, on this occasion, I would have preferred a manual so 
that I could get a better feel of the driving experience.  The ride is 
firm, especially on larger wheels, but never harsh enough to spoil  
the experience. If you enjoy driving, the Cooper rewards you every 
time you pick up speed - it turns into corners with a level of  
precision more commonly found in hot hatches. Steering is quick 
and accurate, giving you real confidence when pushing through 
bends and body roll is minimal, the grip is strong, and the car feels 
planted and agile, more like a scaled-down sports car than a city 
hatchback. 

Inside you’re met with a premium cabin. The huge central display, 
and circular design elements give the Mini a distinctive look  
compared with the sensible cabins of most rivals. The central display 
takes some getting used to however, the graphics are clear and easy 
to understand and the Apple play mapping was a delight of colour 
and information.  Build quality is solid - materials feel upmarket, 
and the driving position proved to be excellent with good visibility, 
on my test car a heads-up display was incorporated and this is a  
very useful feature.  Space, however, is not its strongest selling 
point. The back seats are tight, boot space is modest and adults  

will rebel if asked to travel a lengthy journey in the rear, if you are a couple or have young children 
then the rear aspect will not concern you. 

As with all manufacturers depending on the model you choose the trim you get will vary.  My test car 
had Smartphone connectivity and wireless charging, digital dials and advanced safety systems (some  
of which can be disconnected, eg lane departure mode). It also was equipped with interior ambient 
lighting that was customisable. Another gimmick was that in the dark the mini logo was displayed on 
the floor with a light transferred from the door mirrors.  Whilst mentioning the door mirrors I found 
that when I locked the car by pressing the remote key button and holding it in for a few seconds the 
door mirrors folded in. 

The Mini Cooper remains one of the most fun-to-drive small cars on sale. It blends character, sharp 
handling, premium quality and a genuinely joyful driving experience.  It is all wrapped in a package 
that stands out from everything else on the road.  It’s not the most practical choice, and the ride may 
feel firm to some, but if you want a car that makes every journey feel special, the Mini Cooper 1.5 is 
hard to beat.  My particular test car had an on the road price of £32,565. 

MOTORING REVIEW 
by Bob Hickman 

MINI COOPER 
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DDAAYY  TTOOUURRSS  

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN COMPANY 

PICKING UP THROUGHOUT  
WOLLASTON, WORDSLEY, WALL HEATH  

KINGSWINFORD 
PLUS Wombourne & Kinver for Holidays 

nternational Travel Ltd 

Sat 18 Apr Nailsea & Clevedon Promenade £25 
Sat 25 Apr Caerphilly & Penarth  £26 
Sat 2 May Wells & Glastonbury 
Mon 4 May Cirencester & Tetbury £24 
Sat 9 May  Bodnant Garden £45 

Sat 14 Mar York £26 
Sun 22 Mar Marlborough & Salisbury £26 
Sun 29 Mar Macclesfield Treacle Mkt & Knutsford £25 
Sat 4 Apr Holmfirth & Hebden Bridge £26 
Mon 6 Apr Easter Mon—Evesham & Broadway £22 
 

QQUUAALLIITTYY  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS  22002266  

Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions. 

9 Apr  DUTCH FLOWERS & WINDMILLS   5 days £875 
20 Apr HARROGATE & YORKSHIRE DALES  5 days £590 
11 May KENTISH GOLD      5 days £600 
7 June HEXHAM & NORTHERN MAGIC   5 days £600 
15 June ST AGNES & CORNISH GEMS   7 days £795 
28 June SPEYSIDE, CAIRNGORMS & BLACK ISLE 7 days £810 
12 July EASTBOURNE      7 days £865 
28 July ISLE OF MAN       7 days £1020 
9 Aug NORMANDY BEACHES TOUR    5 days £825 
21 Sept GRANGE-OVER-SANDS & LAKELAND  5 days £655 
5 Oct  DUNSTER & EXMOOR    5 days £660 

For a brochure or to book   01299 402989 
 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN 

 info@phillipstravel.co.uk 
 www.phillipstravel.co.uk 

it
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 In February 1848 a Commission of Lunacy was convened in Wolverhampton  
to determine whether Eli Jones of Heath House, Wombourne should be  
certified as insane.  The jury heard that he had been admitted to Aldergate 
House near Tamworth as he frequently became very confused.  His condition 
had worsened and Dr Palmer, who had treated him for eight years, gave  
evidence that his patient had suffered delusions and regularly fantasised that  
he had been travelling the country buying corn.  Jones would also ask the same 
question over and over again, sometimes up to 50 times in a single conversation.  
Dr Palmer said that he believed that Jones was suffering from “organic disease 
of the brain” which was incurable.  This view was supported by a second  
doctor, Mr R.L. Campbell, a surgeon from Trysull.  At the end of the evidence 
the jury only took a few minutes to find Eli Jones insane and incapable of  
looking after himself and his estate. 

In August 1939 the Kinver & District Horticultural Society held its 15th annual  
show at White Hill in the village.  It attracted a record entry of 920 exhibits and was 
opened by Mrs Francis Grazebrook of Stourton Castle.  In her opening speech she 
put out an appeal for visitors to Kinver not to pick the wild flowers around the  
village. 

For many years the bell at St. John’s Church, Swindon had a somewhat  
tinny tone and so in 1953, to commemorate the Queen’s coronation, it was  
decided to purchase a new bell with a more musical sound.  The bell cost 
£134.93. 
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Welcome to Maddie Moo’sWelcome to Maddie Moo’s
We offer an extensive range of high end cards, gifts, bags, 

chocolates and balloons all at a reasonable prices. See also our 
new range of Elegant Bags and Accessories from Alice Wheeler.

Maddie Moo’s
Cards, Gifts & Occasion Partyware

24 Windmill Bank, Wombourne WV5 9JD
Open Monday-Tuesday – 9.30am-5.00pm
Wednesday-Saturday - 9.00am-5.00pm
Why not pop in to see us or see us on

Mother’s Day GiftsMother’s Day Gifts
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Cider (Cyder) is traditionally made from apple juice, but 
can also be made from pears, peaches and other fruits. It is 
a very popular beverage and, in these modern times, can be 
found in alcoholic, low and non-alcoholic forms. Several 
excellent cider producing families and companies are  
located in the UK. Cider can vary from dry to sweet in  
taste and have differences in clarity and colour. Still and  
sparkling variations are available and cider festivals are 
most popular. 
 
Some producers of cider are very large companies, whilst 
others are smaller, plus independent family businesses.  
For my ‘Cider Quest’, I have located a company that is 
committed and dedicated to producing high-quality ciders, 
that are crisp, refreshing and have style. 
 
The award-winning Kicking Goat company produces  
premium quality, craft ciders. Having very good aromas, 

the productions are refreshing and smooth, with superb, classic flavours, for the mouth’s 
pleasures and the palate’s extended delight. Their wording states, ‘All apple, no kidding’  
and only the very best apples, from their Kent and Somerset family orchards, are used.  
Seventeen varieties, of top quality apples, are harvested from the cider orchards, which  
produce end products of distinction.  The apple varieties which are used to an exceptional 
advantage include Kentish Gala, Bramley, Red Windsor, Lilibet, Russett, Smitten and 
Greensleves, for the Kent ranges. For the Somerset ranges of ciders, varieties include  
Yarlington Mill, Michelin, Bulmers Norman, Stoke Red, Somerset Red Streak, Dabinette 
and Stembridge Jersey. 
 
The Kicking Goat ciders have dry, medium-dry and other delectations, all within their  
ranges. Packs can be for any type and style, plus mixed cases and also gift sets, containing 
various beverages, perhaps for a present, for someone special? For social drinking and for an 
event or occasion, I found the Kicking Goat ciders to have something to satisfy all tastes and 
palates. Truly, worthwhile looking into. The very informative website has all details,  
including stockists and online ordering is easy. Highly recommended. 

Kicking Goat Cider, Court Lodge Farm, Stonebridge Green Road, Egerton, Kent TN27 9AN. 
Kicking Goat Cider, Lady Farm, Chelwood, Somerset BS39 4NN. Tel: 01183 044215.  

E-mail: enquiries@kickinggoatcider.co.uk Web: www.kickinggoatcider.co.uk 

FOR THE LOVE OF...CIDER 
A review by Trevor Langley 

COMING UP IN THE  
APRIL EDITION:   
It’s A Rum affair! 

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week

Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas

Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars

Over 500 products in stock 

Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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For many years John Homer has been  
involved with West Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and the Black Country 

Living Museum, and is also a founder-
member of the ‘ME, MYSELF AND I’ group 
which is a dementia support group for carers. 

He is a speaker on everything and anything to 
do with the Black Country and local football. 

He has now put pen to paper to produce a 
book of poetry ‘Poems from a Black  

Country Bloke’ which is dedicated to all 
things Black Country—a wonderful  

collection of poems about his youth and life 
in general.  

The book is available to buy at £9.99 (plus 
postage)—please contact John on  
07818 291578 or 01384 236827  

or email him at  
johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 
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Mothering Sunday can trace it’s roots back to the 
16th century when, on the fourth Sunday of Lent, 
all church members were expected to go to their 
‘mother’ church (usually the parish church,  
cathedral or abbey) to worship rather than attend 
the service in a ‘daughter’ church. 

These occasions were great family affairs and it 
became the tradition that domestic servants were 
given the day off in order to return to their  
families for the day.  Quite often the sons and 
daughters returning to their families would bring 
with them a small gift for their mother—hence  
the modern tradition of buying a small gift.  In 
days gone by the gift would often be wild flowers 
picked from the hedgerows or a small simnel 
cake—a rich fruit cake not dissimilar to Christmas 
cake) which is usually decorated with 11 balls of 
marzipan to denote the 11 ‘true’ disciples of 
Christ—Judas was excluded for obvious reasons.  
There are various suggestions about the origins of 
the name ‘simnel’ although generally it is accepted 
that it derives from the Latin ‘similia’ meaning a 
light wheaten flour which was used in its baking. 
Traditionally flowers are given to mothers on their 
special day—in this country spring flowers are 
given whilst both Japan and Australia have  
adopted the American custom of giving  
carnations although America is also know to  
give chrysanthemums. 
In Serbia, Mother’s Day is celebrated in December 
and forms a trio of commemorations including 
Children’s and Father’s Day on consecutive  
Sundays.  On each occasion the subject is tied up 
with rope— Majika (mum) stays tethered until she 
agrees to supply treats to her children! 
However you decide to celebrate on Mother’s Day 
we do hope you have a wonderful time. 
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813 High Street
Kingswinford | DY6 8AD
waldrons.co.uk ǀ 01384 888 771
W a l d r o n s S o l i c i t o r s L t d i s A u t h o r i s e d & R e g u l a t e d b y t h e S o l i c i t o r s R e g u l a t i o n A u t h o r i t y . S R A N u m b e r : 5 6 4 4 3 9

Giving you Peace of Mind
Meet our Wills & Probate Team
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Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) 
High quality CBT treating mental health problems.  

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? 

Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours? 

Anger issues? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  OCD? Panic attacks? 

Phobias? Emotional distress? 

Contact a BABCP Accredited Psychotherapist Directly 

 

 Wassell Grove Lane, near Hagley. 

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk   
 

0844 6931282/07854331133 for a free 20-minute consultation. 

B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist. 

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk  

 

Approved Health Care Provider for:  

Allianz, Aviva, AXA Healthcare, BUPA, CIGNA and WPA.            
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Are proud to support Our local community 

Legal services are better local

House buying & selling | Re-Mortgages
First time buyers

Brierley Hill 01384 79731   Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk I info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

Your Local Specialists in
Stairlifts & Mobility 
Bathrooms!

Stairlifts
Safe, reliable and tailored to your 

home. Perfect for added safety 
and comfort.

Mobility Bathrooms
Wet rooms, bath to 

shower conversions, 
walk in baths.

01384 886 648
www.chapterlivingsolutions.co.uk

Serving Wombourne 
and Surrounding Areas.

MOVING HOME?
ARE YOU

Thursfields’ experienced Residential
Property teamwill guide you through the
conveyancing process.

Whether you’re buying or selling a property, our specialist
team is committed to making the conveyancing process
as straightforward as possible.

With our guidance, you can focus on the practical side of
your move, secure in the knowledge that you have our
expertise to draw upon at any point and your best
interests are being taken care of. We give clear, practical
advice that cuts through the legal jargon and clarifies
the steps towards completion.

0345 207 3728

KDodd@thursfields.co.uk

www.thursfields.co.uk
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EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

IF WE’RE NOT AT THE RED, WE’RE AT FRANCESCA’S INSTEAD. IF WE’RE NOT AT THE RED, WE’RE AT FRANCESCA’S INSTEAD. IF WE’RE NOT AT THE RED,

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.

EXCITING CHANGES AT THE RED LION
We’re investing in the pub to make your visits even better.

A FRESH START
BEHIND THE BAR
We are currently carrying out a
full cellar refit to improve the

quality and consistency of every
pint we serve. This upgrade
means better conditioning,
better storage and, most
importantly, better beer.

Alongside the refit, we will be
introducing new drink brands

and expanding our range, giving
you even more choice at the

bar.

This investment is all about
raising standards while keeping

everything you already love
about The Red Lion.

MORE STAFF,
MORE SERVICE
We’re growing the team to

ensure faster service, better
support and a great atmosphere

throughout the day.

With additional staff on board,
we will now be opening all day,

giving you more flexibility
whether you’re calling in for

lunch, a mid-afternoon drink or
an evening meal.

We’re also working towards
opening all day on Mondays,
something many of you have

asked for. We’ll confirm this very
soon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These

improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.

WE’RE INVESTING IN
QUALITY, SERVICE AND

LONGER OPENING
HOURS TO GIVE

WOMBOURNE THE PUB
IT DESERVES.

NEW CELLAR.
NEW BRANDS.
BIGGER TEAM.
LONGER HOURS.

THE RED LION IS
RAISING THE BAR.THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

The Red Lion has always been a pub built around its community. These 
improvements are part of our commitment to keeping it that way.

We look forward to welcoming you in soon.
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 When the airfield was originally built for  
the RAF in 1939 the main contractor was  
McAlpines.  Thirty one years later the  
company was one of the first to base its own 
aircraft at the airfield. 
The first aircraft landed at Halfpenny Green 
on 22nd March 1941.  It was a Miles Magister 
trainer from the RAF.  Over the following 
week it spent many hours taking off and  
landing at the airfield, checking the safety  
of the approach from all areas. 
In 1961 there were just 750 aircraft move-
ments (take-offs and landings).  In 1990  
there were 67,363. 
In 1968 the windsock used at Halfpenny 
Green was donated to the International Red 
Cross to be used in Biafra on an emergency 
airstrip bringing vital aid to the country. 
Over the years various plans were hatched for 
using the airfield.  These included using it as a  
base for training pilots for BEA and BOAC, a  
permanent venue for  pop festivals and as a 
motor racing circuit. 

Halfpenny Green was renamed ‘Chilford 
Green’ for the children’s TV series “Flight Into 
Danger” which was largely shot at the airfield 
during June 1972.  The series, though, was not 
a success and was soon taken off our screens. 
The first jet to land at Halfpenny Green was a 
Cessna Citation 500 Quietjet belonging to 
Group 4 Security.  It landed on 10th March 
1978, much to the concern of local residents 
who believed that it may herald the regular use 
of the airfield by larger and more noisy aircraft. 
May Bank Holiday in 1980 saw over 50,000 
spectators at Halfpenny Green for a motorcycle 
grass track event that attracted many of the 
sport’s top competitors including three world 
champions. 
In August 1987 a British Airways Concorde 
made two low passes over the airfield on its 
way to and from an air display at RAF Cosford. 
WAAG—the Wolverhampton Airport Active 
Group—was formed in 2003 to fight plans to 
develop Halfpenny Green into a commercial 
airport. 
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@capellihairdressing

Are you ready for a new look?
Book your next appointment with us.

0XXX Capelli VV full page ad 0326 OL.indd   10XXX Capelli VV full page ad 0326 OL.indd   1 16/02/2026   21:1316/02/2026   21:13
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“Where Detail Makes a Difference”
est 2013 01902 897899

4A STATION ROAD, WOMBOURNE WV5 9EL
pr_barbershop

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

THURSDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

FRIDAY – 8.30AM - 6.00PM

SATURDAY – 7.30AM - 4.00PM

SUNDAY – CLOSED

est 2013

PRbarbershop PhilTHEBarber

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

We now offer 

Groom’s Party 

Wedding Preparation 

Packages (Gold, Silver 

and Page Boy) – 

ask for further 

details.

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM
Appointmentsonly on Thursdays between 6.00pm and 7.30pm

Services Offered:• Kitchen Cleans • Bathroom Cleans  • Mopping 
 • Dusting, Polishing  • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen • Deep Cleans • Window Cleaning

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.

DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business

supportLaptop and PC equipment

available to buy

IT Again
Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution

for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT

AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

Philbarber92@gmail.com

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook
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BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

● New Grave Stones ●  Pet Memorials
● Garden Memorials ● Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone:  01384 985923
Mobile:   07956 872130

Website: www.bates-memorials.com

Green Powered Enterprise
100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

768840

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED

 
  

 

Services We Offer: 
 

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            

SPECIAL OFFER
uPVC Clean to Top Front, Back & Apex
Gutters Cleared      Free Window Clean

● Semi-Detached Houses – £120  ● Detached Houses – £159
When you take up this offer you will also get 20% off any further 

services booked with us. Why not add your conservatory or 
cladding, call for a price. T & C’s Apply. Limited spaces.

When they’re gone – they’re gone!!

We Build It Ltd is a family-run business based in Shropshire.
l  Manufacturer of the Bio-Pure Sewage Treatment System
l  Suitable for both residential and commercial applications
l  We offer servicing contracts for all makes and models of  

sewage treatment systems and pumpstations
l  Our services help ensure compliance with Environment Agency 
regulations and support your Consent to Discharge obligations.

Contact: sales@webuildit-ltd.co.uk or 01746 781 782

S�ESTOW IN��STRI�L EST�TE�
WO�� �RNE W�� 8��

�stablishe� ����
SPECI�LIST IN �LTERN�TOR � ST�RTER �OTORS
�OT TESTS �40 � NO RETEST �EE
�ree local collection �er�ice a�ailable

OE ���LIT� P�RTS �SE�
01902 894978

�O
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YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

BERESFORD
PLASTERING 

BERESFORD_PD 07533 613281

WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●

Tyre Dealer & Repair Shop
WOMBOURNE TYRES

O1902 896 166 – Hours 9am-5pm
Smestow Bridge Industrial Estate, Bridgnorth Rd Unit 1 Wolverhampton WV5 8AY

A family run business
Effi cient service with competitive prices
We offer tyre repairs and maintenance

Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available  ●  Any Car ●  All Brands available

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 call out charges apply 

Browsing through a few old magazines it really made us think about how  
times have changed.  Do you remember when... 

DO YOU REMEMBER? 

If you bought the latest Beatles/Rolling Stones/
Pink Floyd album then all your mates would 
come round and sit on the floor listening to it 
for hours. 
Children’s toys did not need batteries. 
Terms such as “politically correct”, “software” 
and “apps” didn’t exist. 
Coke referred to smokeless fuel rather than a 
soft drink or illegal drug and grass was mown 
rather than smoked! 
It took five minutes for the television to warm 
up when you switched it on (and when you 
switched it off the little white dot in the middle 
of the screen slowly disappeared. 
Male school teachers wore a shirt and tie to 
work. 
‘Twitter’ was what birds did. 

Travelling by air was a pleasure rather than a 
nightmare. 
You didn’t need to spend a week’s wages to 
take your son to a top class football match. 
Schools didn’t extend the school holidays by 
having “staff training days” on the first day of 
each term. 
Shaw Taylor told us to “keep them peeled” at 
the end of Police 5. 
Paying for Christmas didn’t last until the next 
August Bank Holiday! 
Newspapers were full of news rather than  
stories about the lives of “celebrities” 
Remember 45s, LPs and even 78s?  And the 
record players they were played on? And going 
to a record shop and listening to a record in a 
booth? 
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Please contact the clinic on 07359861455 or alternatively visit  
www.solewiseclinic.co.uk for more information. Healthcare plans accepted. 

51 Planks Lane, Wombourne WV5 8DX 

It’s with great pleasure to announce the opening of our podiatry clinic in 
Wombourne, South Staffordshire. We welcome you to Solewise Clinic  

for all your Podiatry foot health needs.
l Diabetic Health Checks

l Fungal skin & Nail treatment
l Verruca Treatments

l Ingrown Nail Treatment
l Nail Surgery

l Routine Podiatry; Nail cutting & Thinning, 
Hard skin removal, Corn removal

l Osteopath Services
l Talking Therapies 

it
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 In December 1901 John Duggett, a tailor, was sent to prison for three months 
with hard labour for fraud.  He pretended to be an official of the Stourbridge 
Workhouse and ordered various items from local suppliers.  He took a  
commission from the suppliers but their goods were rejected at the Workhouse.  
In one instance he ordered four tons of clover and two loads of potatoes from a 
farmer called Glover in Kinver, taking a commission of two shillings.  After this 
he fled to Sheffield but was found, arrested and brought back to the Midlands 
where he appeared at the Stafford Assizes. 

For many years the Bell Inn in High Street, Kingswinford was owned by the  
Wheelwright’s Arms Brewery in Netherton.  This was started by Samuel Kendrick 
Houghton in 1873 and then taken over by Joseph Davies who at first rented the  
brewery and beerhouse before purchasing it outright in 1888.  The enterprise  
expanded considerably over the years as generation after generation of the Davies 
family took charge.  In 1942, however, the family sold the brewery, its 12 pubs  
and two off-licences to Mitchells & Butlers.  As well as the Bell the company  
owned the Old Swan at Pensnett, the Mount at Wombourne and the Crown at  
Kinver. 
The last horse-drawn tram to operate between Wolverhampton and Tettenhall 
was found being used as a garden shed at Beech Home Farm in Seisdon in 1973.  
Built in 1892, the tram had been in service until 1904 when it was replaced by an 
electric tram.  It was acquired by the Black Country Living Museum who have 
restored it to its working condition. 
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OOF REPAIRS / / S

LATE ROOFING

/ / C
LEANING, TILING & REPAIRS  

/ / FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFING

/ / C
URE IT FIBRE GLASS ROOFING   
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 YOUR TIME IS OUR TIME 

Caring for our community
and here for your loved ones

The team at Jennings are dedicated to serving our local communities with 
passion and pride. We are here to help you by providing you with the 
highest standards of funeral care, listening carefully to your requests 

and creating a heartfelt tribute to your loved one.

11 High Street, 
Wednesfi eld WV11 1ST

01902 723237
12 The Woodlands Centre, 

Wood Lane,
 Willenhall WV12 5ND

01922 712153
276-278 Penn Road, 

Penn WV4 4AD
01902 330357

3 High Street, 
Sedgley DY3 1RP

01902 661137
484 Stafford Road, 
Oxley WV10 6AN

01902 786795
6-7 The Square, 

Codsall WV8 1PT
01902 845770

Church Road, 
Wombourne WV5 9EZ

01902 898103
Jamieson Court, 

50/52 Wellington Road, 
Bilston WV14 6AG

01902 491443
St.James House, 

Horseley Fields WV1 3DN
01902 352251
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

EELLEEMMEENNTTSS
RRAANNGGEE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

Easter is, of course, an important Christian celebration but its roots go back 
well beyond the birth of Christ.  In fact the word itself is derived from  
Eostre, an Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn and spring.   
It is for this reason that many of the traditional symbols of Easter are connected 
with birth, fertility and good luck. Long before chocolate Easter eggs were  
invented chicken or duck eggs were used as a gift by children to their  
parents.  The children would paint the eggs and give them on the morning of 
Easter Day.  
The Easter Bunny—another symbol of fertility—is associated with the  
festival largely due to its ability to reproduce very rapidly.  Indeed, in Australia 
where it is something of a pest because of its high birth rate, some communities have banned the Easter 
Bunny in shops, replacing it with the Easter Bilby, an endangered small marsupial.  Another  
endangered race is the traditional Morris Men who entertain in villages both large and small especially 
around Eastertime.  Many of their songs and dances are connected with the annual contest between 
Winter and Summer and have been around for hundreds of years—even Shakespeare refers to the “old 
art” of Morris dancing.   
Whilst there are different forms of Morris dancing all varieties make full use of sticks, swords and other 
implements and it is thought that the term “to shake a stick” at something has its origins in Morris.  
Although England is the traditional home of Morris dancing there are now over 150 teams in the US, 
many more than in the UK.  There is apparently also one in Hong Kong and at least two in India! 

IT’S EASTERTIME-AND TIME TO SHAKE A STICK OR TWO 
Easter is, of course, an important Christian celebration but its roots go back 
well beyond the birth of Christ.  In fact the word itself is derived from  
Eostre, an Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn and spring.   
It is for this reason that many of the traditional symbols of Easter are connected 
with birth, fertility and good luck. Long before chocolate Easter eggs were  
invented chicken or duck eggs were used as a gift by children to their  
parents.  The children would paint the eggs and give them on the morning of 
Easter Day.  
The Easter Bunny—another symbol of fertility—is associated with the  
festival largely due to its ability to reproduce very rapidly.  Indeed, in Australia 
where it is something of a pest because of its high birth rate, some communities have banned the Easter 
Bunny in shops, replacing it with the Easter Bilby, an endangered small marsupial.  Another  
endangered race is the traditional Morris Men who entertain in villages both large and small especially 
around Eastertime.  Many of their songs and dances are connected with the annual contest between 
Winter and Summer and have been around for hundreds of years—even Shakespeare refers to the “old 
art” of Morris dancing.   
Whilst there are different forms of Morris dancing all varieties make full use of sticks, swords and other 
implements and it is thought that the term “to shake a stick” at something has its origins in Morris.  
Although England is the traditional home of Morris dancing there are now over 150 teams in the US, 
many more than in the UK.  There is apparently also one in Hong Kong and at least two in India! 

IT’S EASTERTIME-AND TIME TO SHAKE A STICK OR TWO 
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AA  

GGAARRDDEENNEERR’’SS    

WWOORRKK  

IISS  NNEEVVEERR  

DDOONNEE!!  

  

  

  

MMAARRCCHH  

After so much uncertainty with the weather during January and February  
we are all now hoping for a better March.  Besides the various dips in  
temperature it is pleasing to see that trees and shrubs are beginning to bud 
which signals that Spring is just around the corner.  Many gardeners have 
already started preparing the ground for the planting of Spring vegetables, 
additional shrubs and hardy perennials. 

In the vegetable area, only plant out when temperatures are above freezing, 
ensuring plants are hardy and have been acclimatised to outside conditions 
(hardened off) before planting.  You can pre-warm the soil by putting cloches 
or clear plastic sheeting over the ground a few days before planting as well  
as over seeds or small vegetable plants—this will enable you to plant certain  
crops such as broad beans slightly earlier than planting in over exposed and 
open air areas. 

By using a warm or heated greenhouse or a heated propagator will give you  
a little more flexibility as to where you grow your seedlings—you can start  
to sow many varieties of seeds, from tomatoes and chillies to beetroot and 
salads.   The earlier sown (and carefully grown) the earlier you can enjoy 
them in late spring and early summer.  Moreover, keep sowing over the next 
few weeks to extend the harvest period. 

At the same time start propagating cuttings of fuchsias, geraniums and  
trailing plants for tubs and baskets and sowing seeds for summer bedding 
plants.  Alternatively, consider buying plug plants from the end of March 
(plug plants will have been cultivated in professional greenhouses thus  
giving you a head start and without all the germination headaches. 

There are many other jobs in the garden that will need your attention during 
March such as: 

Mowing the grass for the first time on a high cut (but only after major  
     frosts have finished) 

Pruning and shaping hedges and trees, roses and climbing plants. 

Chit potatoes and prepare growing pots on the ground for potatoes. 

Feed brassicas with high nitrogen plant food alongside fruit trees and  
     fruit bushes. 

Protect plants from pests like slugs—there are various organic options  
     available that can be tried rather than resorting to slug pellets.  Watch  
     out for vine weevil grubs too. 

Order and plant tubers of semi-hardy annuals such as dahlias and  
     begonias. 

Don’t forget to look after the wildlife in your garden particularly our  
     feathered friends—it has been a harsh winter for them so we do need to  
     keep them well topped up with food. 

HHAAPPPPYY  GGAARRDDEENNIINNGG  
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07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Spring has arrived 
at Prestwood Cave 
Nursery 
We are delighted to welcome 
customers back to our 
traditional rustic nursery 
on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays between 10.00am to 
2.00pm from Friday 6th March.
Call and speak to Paul on:
07703 529004 for further 
information.

BUY SMART – BUY PLUG PLANTS
Summer bedding and basket plug 
plants available from middle of 
March through until end of April.

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERYPRESTWOODCAVENURSERY

PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERYPRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook during our closed period

March through until end of April.

Pre-order 
Summer 

Hanging Baskets 
NOW

BUY SMART – BUY PLUG PLANTS
Summer bedding and basket plug 
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Services Offered:

• Kitchen Cleans

 • Bathroom Cleans 

 • Mopping 

 • Dusting, Polishing 

 • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen

 • Deep Cleans

 • Window Cleaning

   07873 707740

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.
DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD
FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

01384 221567 07856 898558

&  BEACON NURSERIES
PLANT CENTRE

Shrubs and Perennial Plants Shrubs and Perennial Plants 
are now availableare now available

Pansies and Violas will Pansies and Violas will 
be arriving shortly.be arriving shortly.

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LHROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LH 
Tel: 01902 882933Tel: 01902 882933

WE ALSO STOCK COMPOST



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 51

 

 

 

 



52 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

This month we have TWO family tickets for the 
Odeon Cinema at Merry Hill up for grabs.  

There are some great films due for release over
 the next couple of months which will keep the  
whole family entertained so why not see if you 
can win some FREE tickets. Please note, only 

one entry per person – multiple entries will not 
be entered into the draw.

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
ODEON CINEMA on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 

Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Tuesday, 24th March 2026. Good luck!

R E V A S E R P I B N
M L D S E N E E D U O
S L L D D S E F C L E
E S I I E R R E F C D
S M E F H E A Y R O O
N B A L H R W E C C
E H O C T R U F E M S
S Z U L E I N T H R D
I O O M C S M F A A O
V Z A T S O C I L L E
A M E N I C R G L C N

WIN 
TICKETS 

FOR THE 

ODEON CINEMA, 

MERRY HILL

HIDDEN WORDS
1. ODEON
2. LIMITLESS
3. CINEMA
4. VOUCHER
5. PREMIERE
6. CLUB
7. COFFEE
8. HILL
9. FILM
10. ISENSE
11. SCREEN
12. COSTA
13. MERRY
14. GIFT
15. SAVER
16. REWARDS

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: ODEON COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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*Price shown is exclusive to myODEON members when booking online, which includes a booking fee of £1 per ticket.  
Additional upgrade costs apply for seat and screen upgrades. Price does not apply to special screenings and events.  

Available at select ODEON cinemas only. Prices at other ODEON cinemas may vary. 
For more details, see www.odeon.co.uk/privacy-and-legal/myodeon-member-monday-and-saver-terms/

Exclusive to members
Download the app today

All movies, all day from

£7*
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Wills | Lasting Power Of Attorney | Probate

Brierley Hill 01384 79731   Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk I info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

Are proud to support Our local community 

Legal services are better local

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 In August 1849 the contents of John Russell’s surgery in Kinver were offered  
at auction as he was retiring and moving away from the area.  Items for sale 
included six nests of shelves (with drawers), a counter, a large quantity of jars 
and bottles and scales. 
In October 1874 the Birmingham Daily Post carried the advertisement:  “Lost on 
Monday 12th instant, between Kinver and the Stewpony, a blue-and-white-coloured 
greyhound dog—anyone returning him to the Police Station, Wombourne will be 
rewarded”. 
In February 1870 there was much anticipation in Wombourne when it was  
announced that there were plans to open a telegraph office in the sub-Post Office 
in the village.  Until then all telegrams could only be received at Wolverhampton 
and Dudley causing considerable delays. 

The miners’ strike in 1926 caused considerable hardship and disruption throughout 
the country.  One of the consequences was that many of the railway companies  
reduced the number and frequency of their services in order to preserve their stocks 
of coal. The Great Western Railway even went as far as closing the Stourbridge to 
Wolverhampton (via Wombourne) line completely. 

In March 1883 a young woman called Sarah Ann Summers of Bobbington 
broke her collar-bone, leg and arm when she jumped from a train on the Severn 
Valley Railway.  She had meant to get off the train at Hampton Loade but had 
not noticed that the train had reached the station until it departed. 
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Tel: 01902 894613 
45 Planks Lane, Wombourne, WV5 8DX 

Email: spinesclinic@hotmail.co.uk 
Web: www.spinesphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk 

Adam Chamberlain      Kyle Perkins 
 

Treatments offered include Physiotherapy, 
Acupuncture, Exercise, Electrotherapy 

and Massage. 
 

Clinic established in Wombourne in 1990.  
Medico Legal work undertaken. 

Recognised by most major Insurance Companies. 
Member of the Health Professionals Council. 

 

        

We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.
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1. Tennis. 

2. Water (or rather H₂O) 

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush. 

4. Long time no see. 

5. Tennessee 

6. Apparently there is a dog in the  
image. 

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo. 

8. Inkstand 

 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.      

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 22nd August 2025 

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing).  

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are: 

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton 
 

You can find this month’s competition on page 36. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE  
BRAINTEASERS IN THE 
SEPTEMBER EDITION. 

 

 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the FEBRUARY edition was THROUGH  

which was misspelt.  The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK are: 

 

LYNNE GEORGE of KINVER and SUE POLE of KINGSWINFORD 

 
You can find this month’s competition on page 44 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  

disqualified.     Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  
by the closing date. 

WIN 2 X TICKETS TO THE ROBIN 

Winner: Ron Turner of Cookley   

 1.  QUIVER—all the words have their first 
and last letters consecutive in the alphabet. 

2.  He was born in Room 1964 at his local  
hospital and died 25 years later in Room 
1984. 

3.  Post Office! 

4.  Ton 
 
5.  30 divided by ½ is 60, add 10 makes 70. 

6.  All the children are boys—so half are 
male...and so is the other half! 

7.  Meat! 

8.  Mother-in-law. 

9.  Four score and ten 

10. Paradise!!!! 

We are busy searching out some even 
trickier ones for the April edition.   
Watch this space! 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the FEBRUARY edition was 
THROUGH which was misspelt. The two lucky winners who each receive a  

FAMILY PASS to WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK are:
LYNNE GEORGE of KINVER and
SUE POLE of KINGSWINFORD       

You can find this month’s competition on page 52.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualified.  
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.
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1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Monday 24th March 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to RON TURNER of 
COOKLEY who was the lucky winner of the two 
tickets on offer in the FEBRUARY 2026 edition.
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‘Bladys of the Stewponey’, a romance of intrigue 
and adventure, set around the cave dwellings of  
Kinver, was by the Reverend Sabine Baring-Gould. 
When, as a young enthusiastic clergyman in the 
North of England, and a challenging song was 
needed for a Whit Monday children’s parade, he 
came up with the words for ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers’.  Some maintained that a local dialect 
poet, Ben Preston, was the originator, but Baring- 
Gould’s ability with other lyrics, including ‘Now 
the Day is Over’, has secured his name to a hymn 
(with the tune by Arthur Sullivan of Gilbert &  
Sullivan fame), taking it around the world. 

While in Yorkshire Sabine fell in love with Grace, 
a young mill girl.  As he would be inheriting the 

estate of Lew Trenchard, this pretty young girl was sent 
into York, to receive an education then considered  
suitable for the wife of a squire, where she would be  
responsible for the running of staff and a large household. 

As an avid collector of legends and folklore, Sabine’s 
(pronounced Saybin) ‘Bladys’ was written after a stay 
with a Kinver clergyman.  In 1917, Old Hill industrialist, 
Ben Priest, financed the silent film.  Both professional 
actors and local folk took part, and what few stills were 
actually discovered, reveal scenes traced to Kinver and 
even Pembridge in Herefordshire. 

Without Sabine Baring-Gould we would probably never 
have had the folk song ‘Widdecombe Fair, Tom Pearce 
and his Grey Mare’.  A notator of music accompanied  
him on such ‘tradition-preserving’ expeditions. 

Oh, and his marriage to Grace worked perfectly; this  
Devonshire squire and parson loved her very much.  I 
love a happy ending—and I imagine you would agree 
that 15 children confirmed that! 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
Sabine, Grace and Bladys

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath 
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

The cover of ‘Half My Life’ by Keith Lister 

A scene from the silent film, ‘Bladys of the Stewponey 
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BRA RECYCLING AT LOCAL 
LIBRARIES 

 
Staffordshire  

Libraries in South 
Staffordshire are 
teaming up with 

Waste Savvy Staffs 
to expand a bra recycling scheme 

that also helps to support the 
‘Against Breast Cancer’ Charity.  
Bra recycling banks are onsite at 

Codsall, Perton, Wombourne  
Library and Kinver Community 
Library.  You can also find ink  
cartridge recycling points and  
battery boxes soon at Codsall,  

Perton and Wombourne  
to dispose of those unwanted ink 

cartridges and batteries.   
To find out more please contact your 

local library or search for Waste 
Savvy Staffs on Facebook. 
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THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL 
BE IN THE APRIL 2026  

EDITION AND THE COPY  
DEADLINE IS  

Wednesday, 18th March 2026. 
Don’t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.  Please send your 
details via email to Gail at 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 
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Sit and Sew Group 
Fortnightly on Thursdays—10am-

12.30pm  
 

The Guide Hall 
Mill Lane, Wombourne 

Everyone welcome, experienced 
 sewers or beginners. 

Bring along sewing of your choice 
or just join us for coffee, biscuits  

and a chat. 
£6.00 per session 

No charge for first visit 
Telephone Babs on 07902 622894 

or email Erica at 
ericawiddowson@hotmail.co.uk 

NATIONAL SERVICE (RAF) ASSOCIATION 
We are a group of men who did their National Service in the RAF back in the 1950s.  We 
meet every month at midday on the second Tuesday of the month in the Community Hub  

at RAF Cosford, Wolverhampton WV7 3EX where we have a guest speaker and  
generally put the world to rights. 

As we say every Remembrance Day, we who are left grow old and sadly our membership is 
dwindling, but we feel that there may be readers of Village Voice who were Erks and who 
might be interested in joining us for the sum of £5.00 per year.  This covers the postage of 
our monthly newsletter, The Erk, (for those who may be confused, an Erk was the slang 

name for another rank in the RAF). 

If anyone is interested, please do come along to one of our meetings where you will  
receive a very warm welcome.  Alternatively, please contact Gail at Village Voice (at  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk)  who will pass on our contact details.      
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  Would you like to join 
a local group of lovely  
women, some of which 
love to craft, some want 
to bake, some want to 

learn or share these 
skills, some love the chat and company,  

others are keen to help raise funds and others 
want to feel they are part of the community 

as well as being part of a national  
institution that helps to change people’s lives.   
Wombourne Women’s Institute may be just 
want you’re looking for and we’re certainly 

looking for you! This group has been  
running for over 100 years and is very much 

a part of Wombourne  
village. With the village increasing in size, 
we want our group to reflect the same. We 
are looking for new members to ensure the 
group continues for many more decades to 
come. If this appeals to you, come and join  

us for a free taster session.  
 

Please do get in touch:   
Our Facebook page can be found at  

Wombourne WI 
Our email address is  

WombourneWI@outlook.com  
Or contact Liz, Lynda or Donna on the  

following numbers  
07711 093081 – Liz  

07584 432148 – Lynda  
07837 719502- Donna  

 
Come and meet us and have some fun  
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Planning ahead ensures your home, savings and personal
wishes are protected - and your loved ones are supported
when it matters most.

Protect your home. Protect your wishes. Protect your family.

Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA)

Property & Financial Affairs

Health & Welfare

Protect What Matters Most
Property Protection Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney
Peace of mind for you and security for your loved ones.

A Property Protection Will can help:
Protect your share of your home for your
chosen beneficiaries

Ensure your estate is passed on according
to your wishes

Provide reassurance for married couples and families

Reduce the risk of disputes and confusion
in the future

A Property Protection Will provides clarity, protection
and peace of mind.

If you become unable to make decisions for
yourself, who will manage your affairs?

Manage bank accounts and bills

Deal with property matters

Handle pensions and finances

Make decisions about daily care
and medical treatment
Manage living arrangements

Ensure your personal wishes
are protected

Why Plan Now?
Stay in control of your
future decisions

Protect your family
and loves ones
Ensure your wishes are
legally documented

Avoid unnecessary stress
later on
Who Is This For?
Homeowners

Couples and families

Want to protect family

Want trusted decision-
makers

Call: 01902 271951

Scan the QR
code to register
your information
securely for
tailored advice.

For a free consultation

A standard will may not protect your assets or
ensure your wishes are carried out as intended.

Property Protection Will

Why Plan Now?
Stay in control of your
future decisions

Protect your family
and loves ones
Ensure your wishes are
legally documented

Avoid unnecessary stress
later on
Who Is This For?
Homeowners

Couples and families

Want to protect family

Want trusted decision-
makers



01902 324230

01902
324230

ADD TO CONTACTS

info@willowsdental.co.uk
www.willowsdental.co.uk

Mon: 
Tues: 
Weds: 
Thurs:  
Fri: 
Weekends: 

9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
Emergencies only

As much as we love to 
see you, we know the 
feeling isn’t always 
mutual. 
Because, at some point 
you, or someone you 
care about, might need 
a friendly, caring and 
available dental experi-
ence on your terms.

As well as offering you 
all treatments under the 
same roof,  we can also 
provide 0pc finance and 
same day emergency 
appointments. 

So why don’t you 
put our number in 
your phone just in 
case? 


