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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD  
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION  
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Cover story

IN THIS ISSUE
4	 Win 2 x tickets to the Robin Club in Bilston

6	 Brainteasers

10,22,48,52	 It’s A Fact!

18	 A gruesome article about a Wombourne Registrar

34	 10 things you (probably) don’t know about Valentine’s  
	 Day

40	 Read all about what is happening at West Midlands  
	 Safari Park

45	 For our competition this month our good friends at West 		
	 Midlands Safari Park have very kindly supplied us with  
	 2 x family passes. Will you be a winner?

56	 Brainteasers Answers

57-61	 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000 HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is  
MONDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY 2026. Entries received after this 
date will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

February, of course, brings Valentine’s Day when  
love is all around...at least that’s the theory. It is  
the peak month for couples getting engaged – but  
coincidentally it is also the month when most divorces occur! 
Figures show that still over half of all marriage proposals are made 
with the male down on a bended knee. In essence, Valentine’s 
Day serves as a reminder to all couples to celebrate love in all its 
forms, whether romantic, platonic or familial and to make it a day 
of connection and affection. There is of course a billion pound 
industry behind the day but sometimes the most simple ideas are 
by far the best approach – remember, not everyone is looking for 
that perfect diamond! Happy Valentine’s Day.

Gail   
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Sedgley 
Gornal
Coseley

DON’T MISS OUT ON  
YOUR COPY  

Each month over 2,000 copies  
of this edition of Village Voice 

are delivered throughout 
Wombourne, Swindon,  

Penn and Kinver.  
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area.  
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline 

for the MARCH 2026  
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is  

TUESDAY, 17th FEBRUARY 2026. 
 Please book your space early to 

avoid disappointment.

 DO YOU RUN A  
NON PROFIT MAKING  

CLUB OR SOCIETY?  
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?  
 Would you like some FREE 
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Monday 23rd February 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to JULIE PRIEST of 
QUARRY BANK who was the lucky winner of the two 

tickets on offer in the JANUARY 2026 edition.



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 5

Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community-run business”
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Win £20,000 CASH when you 
replace your glass!
We’re celebrating 20 years of 
excellence – and you could win 
£20,000 in our Anniversary 
competition! To enter, simply spend 
£500 or more with us between now 
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear, 
a trusted family-run business, has 
been the UK’s leading domestic glass 
replacement specialists, serving as 
your One-Stop Shop for all your 
glazing requirements – and now we’re 
marking this milestone with an exciting 
competition where one lucky customer 
will win £20,000! We take pride in 
generating our own leads, crafting 
tailored quotes, and manufacturing 
our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors—our team 
consists entirely of skilled, in-house 
professionals, guaranteeing consistent 
quality and reliability. Every glass unit 
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting 
peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window frame 
replacements that lead to unnecessary 
redecoration expenses? By replacing 

only the failed glass unit, we save you 
money and minimise disruption – 
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000 
prize draw while upgrading your home. 
Join over 344,000 satisfied customers 
who trust our ethical, affordable service. 
Failed double glazing can compromise 
your home’s protection and energy 
efficiency, so check your windows 
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been 
committed to saving customers money 
while supporting local communities. 
Manager James Stanley explains, “Our 
focus is on replacing just the glass, not 
the entire window, which reduces costs 
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop, 
we manage everything—from lead 
generation to crafting premium glass 
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated 
after-sales support—making us the 
smart, cost-effective choice in any 
economy.”

For a free quote (and your chance to 
enter the competition), 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T’s&C’s apply. 
Visit www.cloudy2clear.co.uk for more 
information)

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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This month we are following George who throws up quite a few  
interesting Brainteasers all of his own!  The answers can be found on page 56.  

1. In his local pub George was given the chance to 
participate in a game of chance.  For a £1 stake  
he was given the chance to throw three dice  
having first chosen a number from 1 to 6.  If one 
of the dice shows his chosen number he gets £2 
back, if two have his number he gets £4 and if all 
three show his number he gets £6.  If none show 
his number he loses his stake.  In the long run he 
wonders whether he is likely to win any money? 

2. George writes out all the numbers from 1 to 
100.  How many times does he write the figure 
‘9’? 

3. George is set a strange mathematical sum by 
his friend Anthony.  “When 4 is half of 9, 6 is half  
of 11 and 7 is half of 12, what is half of 13?  
he is asked. 

 

4. To get his own back, George asks Anthony 
what mathematical symbol can you place between 
4 and 9 to produce a number that is greater than 4 
but less than 9? 

5. Not to be beaten Anthony sets down another  
challenge for George.  He lays out 21 matches  
and says that he and George can take it in turns  
to pick up a maximum of three matchsticks a 
time.  The catch is that the person who picks up 
the last match has to pay the others £5.  To give 
him the maximum chance to win Anthony  
kindly lets George go first.  Why? 

6. And finally, George left the pub after setting  
Anthony a simple question.  “My granddaughter, 
Felicity is currently half her mother’s age.  Ten 
years ago, though, she was one-third of her  
mother’s age.  How old is Felicity?” 

This month we are following George who throws up quite a few  
interesting Brainteasers all of his own!  The answers can be found on page 56.  

1. In his local pub George was given the chance to 
participate in a game of chance.  For a £1 stake  
he was given the chance to throw three dice  
having first chosen a number from 1 to 6.  If one 
of the dice shows his chosen number he gets £2 
back, if two have his number he gets £4 and if all 
three show his number he gets £6.  If none show 
his number he loses his stake.  In the long run he 
wonders whether he is likely to win any money? 

2. George writes out all the numbers from 1 to 
100.  How many times does he write the figure 
‘9’? 

3. George is set a strange mathematical sum by 
his friend Anthony.  “When 4 is half of 9, 6 is half  
of 11 and 7 is half of 12, what is half of 13?  
he is asked. 

 

4. To get his own back, George asks Anthony 
what mathematical symbol can you place between 
4 and 9 to produce a number that is greater than 4 
but less than 9? 

5. Not to be beaten Anthony sets down another  
challenge for George.  He lays out 21 matches  
and says that he and George can take it in turns  
to pick up a maximum of three matchsticks a 
time.  The catch is that the person who picks up 
the last match has to pay the others £5.  To give 
him the maximum chance to win Anthony  
kindly lets George go first.  Why? 

6. And finally, George left the pub after setting  
Anthony a simple question.  “My granddaughter, 
Felicity is currently half her mother’s age.  Ten 
years ago, though, she was one-third of her  
mother’s age.  How old is Felicity?” 
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* T&C apply. See in store for more details.

FREE coffee machine with 
every order over £5,000*

Haier I-Master Series 5 
Home Barista-Black
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Improved 
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
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 Finance available across the store
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  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses
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Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door
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8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
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AMAZING 
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Tel: 01902 896170   Mob: 07721 754000
Email: maryhermansmith@btinternet.com   Can also be found on

www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk  

l  LUNCH & DINNER PARTIES  l  COCKTAIL PARTIES  
l  BUSINESS LUNCHES  l  AFTERNOON TEAS  l  WEDDINGS  

l  FUNERALS  l  HOT & COLD BUFFETS  l  FREEZER FILLING

   
   

   
   

MARY HERMAN-SMITH

A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE  
FOR HOME & OFFICE

CATERING

5          
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 In September 1933 the Earl of Dudley disturbed a burglar at Himley Hall.  On 

hearing a noise during the night the Earl armed himself with a revolver and 
went to investigate.  The thief escaped with a number of small silver items by 
diving through a drawing room window. 
The derivation of the name of local villages is an interesting topic in itself.  “Kinver”, 
for example, is thought to come from “Chere Vere” meaning Royal Rose whilst 
“Bobbington” takes its name from Bobba The Saxon who founded the habitation 
well before the Norman Conquest in 1066. 

Wherever you look in Trysull there seems to be something  
of historical importance.  The bridge across the Smestow 
Brook is particularly unusual because it is Grade II Listed 
by English Heritage.  The bridge was built in the late 18th  
century and is described as being “of red brick with ashlar 
dressings and comprises three segmental arches with alternate 
raised voussoirs, two keeled ashlar cutwaters and plain parapet 
string to coped parapet.  Abutments sweep forward.”  Halfway 
across the bridge is the sign seen above right.  The Motor 
Car Act 1903  
In October 1931 Kinver Parish Council wrote to the Traffic Commissioners for  
Staffordshire requesting that they allow a more frequent bus service between Kinver 
and Stourbridge.  The Commissioners, though, refused saying that such an increase 
could not be justified. 
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THE THE REDRED LION LION
AT WOMBOURNE

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

WE ARE NOW OPEN IN THE DAY; CAN OFFER FUNCTION 
ROOM HIRE, WALKERS WELCOME, WE OFFER BREAKFAST, 

WE CAN DO AFTERNOON TEA, PARTIES, EVENTS, ETC. 
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience l

  No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES   
SpecialistsT

R
EE

 &
 LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount✸✸

l Tree Work l  Paths l  Fencing l Turf l Artificial Grass l  Driveways l  Block 
paving l Tarmac l Ground works l Drainage l Gates and gateways l Patios 

●  Tree Work
●  Paths
●  Fencing
●  Turf
●  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●  Driveways
●  Block paving

●  Tarmac
●  Ground 

works
●  Drainage

●  Gates and 
gateways

● Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

●  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

★★ ★

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY

     GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT
     GUARANteed  G U A R A N T E E D

  P
REM I U M  P RO DUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM 

£39
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We are a trusted professional company with a great reputation to uphold
Over 20 years experience l

  No job too big or too small

Contact us today on  01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES   
SpecialistsT

R
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 &
 LANDSCA

P
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S

S
PECIALISTS

E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 
48 hours to receive 
a 20% discount✸✸

l Tree Work l  Paths l  Fencing l Turf l Artificial Grass l  Driveways l  Block 
paving l Tarmac l Ground works l Drainage l Gates and gateways l Patios 

●  Tree Work
●  Paths
●  Fencing
●  Turf
●  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
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●  Driveways
●  Block paving

●  Tarmac
●  Ground 

works
●  Drainage

●  Gates and 
gateways

● Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

●  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING WORKS UNDERTAKEN

100%
SATISFACTION

★★ ★

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374

Mobile: 07376 915 527

100%
PREMIUM
QUALITY

GUARANTEED

BEST
QUALITY

     GUARANTEED

PREMIUM
PRODUCT
     GUARANteed  G U A R A N T E E D

  P
REM I U M  P RO DUCT

GUTTERING 
FROM 

£39
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One of the greatest mysteries in Wombourne is who (or indeed what) was ‘Billy Bunn’ who had 
the lane named after him.  Many people (including us) have attempted to track down the  
mysterious ‘BB’ but with little luck.  In desperation we searched for any Billy Bunns that we 
could find. 

The first one that we found was a 1950s singer (seen right) who had a 
couple of hit records with his group “His Buddies”.  His style was  
somewhat unique—he was a natural soprano—and he caused great  
concern by disappearing shortly after having his first hit “I need a  
shoulder to cry on”. 
The second Billy Bunn is the President of the North Carolina Pecan 
Growers Association.   The pecan tree (a member of the hickory family) 
is used both to produce nuts and wood for the manufacture of furniture 
and flooring. 
Next on our list was the skipper of the boat “Putford Provider”, one of 
the trawlers from Newlyn that featured in the Trawler Wars series on TV.  And finally we found a Billy 
Bunn who is President of the “Lost-in-Space Hunting Club”.  This Club takes its name from a cult 
American TV series which revolved around aliens hunting down humans.  Today the Club’s main prey 
is deer.  Of course, none of this brings us any closer to identifying Wombourne’s Billy Bunn but who 
knows, perhaps one day the mystery will be explained... 

THE BILLY BUNN MYSTERY 
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Bespoke 
Denture 
Services
Megan Tilley  
Clinical Dental Technician
Dip CDT RCSEd RDT
GDC Number: 282591

“Quality dentures direct to the public”

SERVICES

Full and partial dentures
Home visits
Free consultation
Denture repairs
Denture cleaning

Introducing 
Your Local Hygienist 
Pat Hughes
Caring dentist Sandra Ferreira has been 
joined by popular hygienist Pat Hughes 
to offer you a first class dental team.   

Our new hygienist Pat Hughes is really well 
known locally having worked in Ashby for 
many years. Now Pat has joined Sandra to 
deliver motivational hygienist services to 
Measham Dental’s loyal and growing patient 
base. Pat is passionate about oral health with 
a focus on preventative maintenance to keep 
your mouth healthy and avoid gum disease. Pat 
is an incredibly experienced professional and 
we are delighted to have her on the team.  

Measham Dental continues to grow by word 
of mouth recommendation. We offer an 
affordable monthly plan, one of the best value 
plans on offer in the area, as well as ‘pay as you 
go’ options.

96% of our patients rated their overall 

experience as excellent*     
*Measham Dental Patient Satisfaction Survey, January 2018

OPENING HOURS
Monday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Tuesday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Wednesday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Thursday 12 noon to 8.00 pm
Friday   8.00 am to 1.00 pm
Saturday Closed
Sunday Closed

1 The Courtyard
57-65 High Street
Measham
Swadlincote 
DE12 7HR

01530 272264
info@meashamdental.co.uk
www.meashamdental.co.uk

We care about 
your smile
Treatments available...

Implants

Invisible Braces

Facial Enhancements

Cosmetic

Whitening

Frown Line Reduction
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   With over 24 years experience      Centrally located show site    

   Hand crafted      Nationwide service      Delivery available   

Hand built from the finest Scandinavian timber (PEFC-certified), our log cabins have an 
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We’re with you every step of the way

Bespoke Log Cabins

To book a visit or for more info, contact our friendly sales team.
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DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC

Whether it’s a wedding,
corporate meeting or party,
birthday celebration, or
anything in between,
Dudley Kingswinford RFC
offers the perfect setting to
bring your vision to life.

Licensed Bar
Large On-Site Car Park
Friendly, flexible team

Flexible Event Space Hire

Our Services

Booking Now

On-Site Event Co-ordinator
Catering Packages Available
Room Dressing Available

Contact Abbie Croydon | Events Manager
Email: hospitality@dk-rfc.co.uk

our venue
A venue for every occasion

@dkrugbyclub www.dkrugby.rfu.club

HEATHBROOK | SWINDON ROAD | WALL HEATH | KINGSWINFORD | WEST MIDLANDS | DY6 0AW

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC

H I R E

WHAT’S ON AT DK HOSPITALITY

ENQUIRY FORMENQUIRY FORM
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Services Offered:

• Kitchen Cleans

 • Bathroom Cleans 

 • Mopping 

 • Dusting, Polishing 

 • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen

 • Deep Cleans

 • Window Cleaning

   07873 707740

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.
DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD
FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

01384 221567 07856 898558

THE SAD CASE OF THE 
WOMBOURNE REGISTRAR 

 
In 1923 the village of Wombourne was 
stunned when its much liked and respected 
Registrar of Births & Deaths was arrested  
for attempting to murder his wife. 
 
Just before Christmas Arthur John Edwards 
was at home in Penn with his wife Harriett 
and their three children (the youngest of 
whom was only 10 months old).  As they 
prepared to go to bed Edwards suddenly  
attacked his eldest daughter Cecily (15)  
and his wife with a razor.  Whilst Cecily  
suffered only a minor injury Harriett had a 
deep cut to her throat which later needed 
stitches. 
 
Luckily the screams of the two women were 
heard by nearby carol singers who hauled 
Edwards off his wife.  He was clearly very 
distressed and repeatedly said “It must be 
done before midnight...before midnight.  I 
meant to do them all and myself as well”.   
He was arrested and when he appeared at 
Wolverhampton Police Court the Medical 
Officer at Birmingham Prison stated that he 
believed Edwards to be insane.  He also  
reported that a few years earlier Edwards  
had been a resident in Stanford Asylum. 
 
An application was made to the Home  
Secretary to have Edwards committed to a 
mental hospital but this was refused and the 
trial had to take place.  Although at the trial 
Harriett Edwards did not give evidence 
against her husband he was found guilty but 
insane.  He was sentenced to be detained 
indefinitely. 
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week

Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas

Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars

Over 500 products in stock 

Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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Why Choose Rings Security 
Shutters and Gates Ltd?
l  Full Range of Products
l   Aesthetically Pleasing,  

Mechanically Efficient
l  Fully Trained Staff  
l  Adding Protection and Value
l  Compliant to industry Standards
l   Colours, Sizes and Operation  

Flexible to Customer

GARAGE DOORS 
ROLLER SHUTTERS 
TRELLIS GATES

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600 
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Nationwide  
Emergency Cover  

24 Hours  
365 Days a year

2nd (1665) British forces captured New Amsterdam, which was the centre of the Dutch colony  
  in Manhattan, North America.   After its capture, New Amsterdam was renamed  
  ‘New York’ in honour of the Duke of York who was its new governor. 
4th (2004) Mark Zuckerberg created the Facebook social media platform whilst he was a  
  sophomore at Harvard.   The following day over a thousand people had registered  
  which was only the beginning.  Today Facebooks has more than 2.91 million  
  monthly users. 
6th (1952) King George VI died leaving his daughter Princess Elizabeth to take the throne  
  and become Queen Elizabeth II. 
11th (1975) Margaret Thatcher became the first female leader of the Conservative Party.  A  
  few years later in 1979 she also became the first female Prime Minister, serving  
  until 1990.  Due to her uncompromising politics and leadership style, she quickly  
  became known as the ‘Iron Lady’. 
15th (1965) Legendary singer and pianist Nat King Cole died in his sleep at St. John’s Hospital  
  in Santa Monica, California, at the age of 45.  He was thought to have suffered  
  from lung cancer.  He was best known for his music including hits such as  
  ‘Unforgettable’, and “I Love You” and also made history in 1956 when he became 
  the first black host of a variety series The Nat King Cole Show. 
29th (1692) Three women—Sarah Good, Sarah Osborne and Tituba—were accused of witch 
  craft, thus marking the beginning of the Salem Witch Trials in Salem Village,  
  colonial Massachusetts.   The trials led to the execution of 20 ‘witches’ with more  
  dying in prison before and after the trials. 
26th (1797) The Bank of England issued the first ever £1 note which continued to be printed  
  until 1984.   It was withdrawn in 1988 in favour of the £1 coin. 

INTERESTING EVENTS IN….FEBRUARY 
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A ROOFING COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

07973 116 365 – 07739 564 133

Monday
Madness!
CURRIES
plusRice *DELIVERYCHARGESAND

TERMS&CONDITIONSAPPLY.

foronly
£15*

TAKE-AWAYONLY

2
TELEPHONE

01284 719116

108 RISBYGATE STREET • BURY ST EDMUNDS • IP33 3AA

VISIT OURWEBSITE
www.orissabse.co.uk

ALL
 ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 

UNDERTAKEN 

FROM COMPLETE 

NEW ROOFS  
TO SMALL 
REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS – DRY RIDGE SYSTEMS – FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFS  
FELT FLAT ROOFING – FIBREGLASS ROOFING – ROOF REPAIRS
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BEACON NURSERIESBEACON NURSERIES
&  PLANT CENTRE&  PLANT CENTRE

Shrubs, Primroses,Shrubs, Primroses,
Perennial PlantsPerennial Plants

And Much More – And Much More – 
ALL POT GROWNALL POT GROWN

WE ALSO STOCK COMPOSTWE ALSO STOCK COMPOST

Nursery will be open from  Nursery will be open from  
mid February onwardsmid February onwards

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LHROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LH
Tel: 01902 882933Tel: 01902 882933

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
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 At the Assizes held during the summer of 1863 the Earl of Dudley took out an 
action against one of his tenants, John Beddard of Penn Wood Farm.  Beddard 
was accused of removing straw and dung from the farm without permission and 
of neglecting the property.  The jury, however, found that the case had not been 
proved and found Beddard not guilty. 

A local farmer—George Whitehouse of Hinksford Farm—appealed against an  
enforcement notice that had been served on him by Seisdon Rural Council in January 
1974.  The Council said that the farm vehicle from which he was selling potatoes, 
turnips and sprouts should be classified as a building and as such it did not have  
planning permission.  The appeal before the Department of Environment Inspector 
also heard form Staffordshire County Council that the roadside stall was causing 
traffic problems as customers were parking on the nearby verge.  The appeal was 
rejected. 

Stourton Castle on the outskirts of Kinver dates back to the late 11th century 
when it was a Royal Hunting Lodge used by the King (William II) when he 
came to Kinver Forest to hunt deer and other game. 
In April 1849 at Staffordshire Assizes Thomas Lewis pleaded guilty to stealing a 
wheelbarrow, the property of Joseph Woodcock of Kingswinford, for which he was 
sentenced to two months imprisonment.  Whilst in court, however, an extra charge of 
stealing a wheelbarrow from James Noakes of Wombourne was put to him.  Again 
he pleaded guilty and was sentenced to a further two months in prison. 
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Katie Fitzgerald’s
www.katiessecretgarden.com

Katie Fitzgeralds,187 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 3TB (entrance on Mamble Road) 
www.wegottickets.com

JAN 2026 
30th Jan       BAR STEWARD SONS OF VAL DOONICAN 
31st Jan       SoAAR presents TOM ROBINSON  

FEB 
1st   Feb      FITZ OF LAUGHTER with HAL CRUTTENDEN ( matinee)  
1st   Feb      FITZ OF LAUGHTER with BARBARA NICE( Evening )     
12th Feb      FITZ OF LAUGHTER with PAUL MCAFFREY 
14th Feb      JESS SILK’s BIG BIRTHDAY BASH 
15th Feb      SoAAR presents ALL FOR THE JOLLY  
21st Feb      FITZ OF LAUGHTER 
22nd Feb     PETE WILLIAMS  
26th Feb      FITZ OF LAUGHTER with NOISE NEXT DOOR 
27th Feb      Altarpiece Entertainment presents EDLARS 
28th Feb      FITZ OF LAUGHTER presents RAYMOND + MR TIMKINS 

MAR 
1st Mar        FITZ OF LAUGHTER with ROSIE JONES  
3rd Mar        JOHNNY COLE 
4th Mar        JOHNNY COLE 
5th Mar        JOHNNY COLE 
6th Mar        FRED ZEPPELIN 
7th Mar        SoAAr presents NICK PARKER 
17th Mar      St Patricks Day Party  
21st Mar      SoAAr presents NICK HARPER 
25th Mar      TransGlobal Underground 
28th Mar      FITZ OF LAUGHTER with MARK THOMAS 
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OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

650921

12 Month 

Excludes
blockages

Speak to 
us

today!

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in
Wombourne,
Swindon, Penn, Kinver
and all surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers 
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

01902 690 935

 For a short time Seisdon was the home of part 
of the British car industry.  In the 1950s Jack 
Turner, a Welshman, set up a garage at the  
Old Smithy in the village from which he acted 
as chief mechanic to look after the racing cars 
of various wealthy drivers who ‘privateered’ in 
motor races.  After a while he decided to start 
building his own design of sports car using a 
Lea Francis engine and, following considerable 
success with this, he decided to go into full  
production.  He moved first to premises in  
Merridale Street, Wolverhampton before  
outgrowing those and transferring to a new 
facility at Pendeford Airport.  In 1955 he 
launched his first production model, a 2-seater 
with an Austin A30 engine.  To beat purchase 
tax he sold them in kit form.  Almost half of his 
production was exported to the US and a  
number of celebrities of the day purchased 
them (Petula Clark bought two).  However, 
production ceased in 1965 and the company, 
Turners Sports Cars, disappeared in 1966. 

Himley Country Hotel is based on the old  
village schoolhouse and room originally built 
by the Earl of Dudley to educate the children 
of his estate workers. 

No-one is quite sure why Wombourne’s  
parish church is dedicated to St Benedict  
Biscop.  He lived between 628 and 690 AD in 
the North East of England and was Abbot of 
Wearmouth.  He was a great scholar and his 
most famous pupil was the Venerable Bede 
who, amongst other things, introduced the  
BC/AD form of dating. 

One of the first factories to have been  
established in Wombourne was the safe-
making works of Sedgley businessman Joe 
Timms in 1926. 
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BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

● New Grave Stones ●  Pet Memorials
● Garden Memorials ● Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone:  01384 985923
Mobile:   07956 872130

Website: www.bates-memorials.com

Green Powered Enterprise
100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop
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FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

darts, pool table 
& other pub games

10p baCK For 
every £1 spent 

loyalty 
Card

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

lIve sport

EVERY WEEK

lIve  musIC&
entertaInment

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers
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Jutz Cutz 
Barbers LTD.

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Monday:  8:30am – 6pm
Tuesday:  8:30am – 6pm 

Wednesday:  8:30am – 5:30pm 
Thursday:  8:30am – 6pm 

Friday:  8:30am – 6pm
Saturday:  7:30am – 4pm

Sunday:  Closed

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE ON 
THURSDAY NIGHT 6pm – 8pm

GENTS CUT £12
BACK & SIDES £10
WITH BEARD £15
OAP CUT £7-£8
GRADE ALL OVER £5
TWO GRADES £10
UNDER 7YRS £7.50
OVER 7YRS £9
KIDS SKIN FADE £10

MENS GROOMING
SKIN FADE £14
SKIN FADE+BEARD £17
SKIN FADE BACK & SIDES £10
SKIN FADE BACK & SIDES +     
    BEARD TRIM £14
BEARD TRIM £6
BEARD TRIM WITH STEAMER £10
SKIN FADE/BEARD/STEAMER £20
FULL PACKAGE £23
FOILS ALL OVER  £11FOLLOW US ON

Jutz Cutz 
Barbers

   Bespoke designs      Dedicated and small family business    
   With over 24 years experience      Centrally located show site    

   Hand crafted      Nationwide service      Delivery available   

Hand built from the finest Scandinavian timber (PEFC-certified), our log cabins have an 
endless amount of uses: Café, Gym, Garage, Office, Summer House, Classroom etc.

We’re with you every step of the way

Bespoke Log Cabins

To book a visit or for more info, contact our friendly sales team.

01386 861 961 

enquiries@logcabins.co.uk

Sheriffs Lench, Evesham, 
Worcestershire, WR11 4SN

logcabins.co.uk

Customer Rating

Keops Full Page Advert 189 x 267mm.indd   1Keops Full Page Advert 189 x 267mm.indd   1 12/05/2025   12:5512/05/2025   12:55

LTD.

Celebrating 16 years of 
trading this August.

We would like to thank all 
our loyal customers for 

their continued support.
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

Before the residents of Penn take exception to our headline we would make it clear that we are 
talking about the mid 18th century when, it seems, there was a certain amount of lawlessness 

about the area.  We have come across two stories that illustrate this fact: 

PENN—NOT A VERY NICE PLACE TO LIVE! 

In February 1749 a number of newspapers 
throughout the country told a blood-thirsty story  
of how Thomas Rowbotham, parish clerk to Penn, 
was attacked and almost killed on his way back 
from Wolverhampton Market one evening.  He 
was almost home when he was stopped by a man 
called Thomas Daw who, without any provocation 
“knock’d him down, kick’d him and beat him with 
a knotty stick that he had got for that purpose in a 
most inhuman manner”.  Worse was to come for 
as, when Rowbotham tried to escape, he was 
caught and Daw knocked him down again and 
“hack’d his head in a terrible manner with a stone, 
bit off his ears and stamp’d upon him with all the 
violence imaginable”.  The victim of this terrible 
assault tried to call out but was presented by Daw 
attempting to force open his mouth and pluck out 
his tongue before filling it with dirt.  Fortunately 
for Rowbotham a passing horse and carriage 
scared Daw enough to make him flee, leaving him  

almost lifeless.  Shortly afterwards, however, his 
groans were heard by a couple of passersby who 
carried him to the White Hart Inn at Penn.  So  
badly injured was he that he could not be moved 
from the pub for three weeks. 
The second event happened just two years later 
when a man and his wife were attacked not far 
from the same site.  This was about midday  
when Joseph Bates and his wife were walking 
back from church and three men jumped out of  
the hedgerow and attacked the couple.  One  
man held Mrs Bates whilst the other two started 
punching and kicking Joseph.  When he was prone 
on the ground one man held a knife to his throat 
and threatened to kill him if he failed to return the 
horse that he had stolen.  After taking all the  
money he had on him the three men ran away.  
Bates said, however, that it must have been a case 
of mistaken identity as he did not have a horse—
stolen or otherwise. 
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Wills | Lasting Power Of Attorney | Probate

Brierley Hill 01384 79731   Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk I info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

Are proud to support Our local community 

Legal services are better local

Please contact the clinic on 07359861455 or alternatively visit  
www.solewiseclinic.co.uk for more information. Healthcare plans accepted. 

51 Planks Lane, Wombourne WV5 8DX 

It’s with great pleasure to announce the opening of our podiatry clinic in 
Wombourne, South Staffordshire.

Caring for all your foot health needs in a friendly and welcoming environment, we’re  
delighted to offer a special grand opening promotion until the end of February. Enjoy your  

first appointment, including a full foot health assessment and treatment, for just £35. 
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07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Spring has arrived 
at Prestwood Cave 
Nursery 
We are delighted to welcome 
customers back to our 
traditional rustic nursery 
on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays between 10.00am to 
2.00pm from Friday 6th March.
Call and speak to Paul on:
07703 529004 for further 
information.

BUY SMART – BUY PLUG PLANTS
Summer bedding and basket plug 
plants available from middle of 
March through until end of April.

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERYPRESTWOODCAVENURSERY

PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERYPRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook during our closed period

March through until end of April.

Pre-order 
Summer 

Hanging Baskets 
NOW

BUY SMART – BUY PLUG PLANTS
Summer bedding and basket plug 
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813 High Street
Kingswinford | DY6 8AD
waldrons.co.uk ǀ 01384 888 771
W a l d r o n s S o l i c i t o r s L t d i s A u t h o r i s e d & R e g u l a t e d b y t h e S o l i c i t o r s R e g u l a t i o n A u t h o r i t y . S R A N u m b e r : 5 6 4 4 3 9

Giving you Peace of Mind
Meet our Wills & Probate Team
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fi ll em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltdMT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT umU Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 28th February 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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01384 240956



34 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

 10 THINGS YOU (PROBABLY) DIDN’T KNOW 
About Valentine’s Day 

The first recorded Valentine was written by 
Charles, Duke of Orleans in 1415, while he was 
imprisoned in the Tower of London after the 
Battle of Agincourt. 
 
Valentine’s Day is of course 
synonymous with a red 
heart.  However, this was not 
always the case...the heart 
shape we know and love  
today was not originally 
linked to emotions of any sort.  It was believed 
to represent the shape of a seed or even the 
human body.  In ancient times, the symbol was 
often used in art and literature for a variety of 
meanings including fertility and life.  It was 
not until much later, during the Middle Ages, 
that the heart began to be associated more with 
love and passion. 
 
Chocolate, of course, is a major player in  
Valentine’s Day.  However, it only became  
popular in the 19th century and all thanks to  
Richard Barrow Cadbury who was born 22nd 
March 1835 and was the second son of the 
Quaker John Cadbury who was the founder  
of Cadbury’s.   Richard came up with the  
forward-thinking idea of packaging chocolates 
in heart-shaped boxes specifically for  
Valentine’s Day.  This move quickly gained 
popularity and soon the tradition of giving 
chocolates as a symbol of love became wide-
spread.  The rest is, as they say, history. 
 
The Victorians considered it bad luck to sign 
your name in a Valentine’s Day card.  Instead 
they would mysteriously sign their love letters 
‘XOXO’.  
 
The saying ‘to wear one’s heart on one’s 
sleeve’ comes from a medieval Valentine’s Day 
ritual that saw the names of local spinsters 
dropped into a hat for a romantic raffle! It was 
said that each of the town’s bachelors would 
then pick a name, pin it to his sleeve for a week 
and take that lady as his Valentine.   
Apparently many couples became husband 
and wife seven days later!  

In the 18th century it was believed that women 
who received the most Valentine’s Day cards 
would marry within the year.  This superstition 
suggested that the number of cards symbolised  
a woman’s desirability and foretold a speedy  
engagement.    
 
In the 17th century and thanks to Oliver  
Cromwell and the Puritans, Valentine’s Day 
faced a brief ban in England.  They opposed 
anything to do with the celebration of romance 
and other forms of frivolity and they sought to 
suppress it because it was deemed to be sinful 
and overly indulgent.  Lucky for lovers every-
where that the ban was short-lived and was 
reinstated when the monarchy was restored in 
1660. 
 
There are a few underlying superstitions about 
Valentine’s Day.  One that we came across 
was most definitely aimed at the lady of the  
relationship.  If a woman spotted a sparrow  
she would marry someone poor... if she saw a 
goldfinch she would marry a millionaire... if  
she saw a robin flying in the sky then that  
would suggest that she would end up with a 
sailor...if she saw a blackbird then that would 
mean she would marry a clergyman...if she saw 
a flock of doves then that would promise a long 
and happy marriage.   However, beware of  
seeing an owl or woodpecker first thing in the  
morning as apparently this would mean that 
you are destined to stay single. 

 
When you think of Cupid  
you probably come up 
with the image of a naked 
cherub shooting arrows  
of love.  However, in  
Roman mythology, Cupid 
was the God of love and 
was known as Eros in 
Greek mythology—he 

was seen as a handsome immortal who used 
gold arrows to spark love and interfere with  
the emotions of Gods and men… 
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“Where Detail Makes a Difference”
est 2013 01902 897899

4A STATION ROAD, WOMBOURNE WV5 9EL
pr_barbershop

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

THURSDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

FRIDAY – 8.30AM - 6.00PM

SATURDAY – 7.30AM - 4.00PM

SUNDAY – CLOSED

est 2013

PRbarbershop PhilTHEBarber

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

We now offer 

Groom’s Party 

Wedding Preparation 

Packages (Gold, Silver 

and Page Boy) – 

ask for further 

details.

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM
Appointmentsonly on Thursdays between 6.00pm and 7.30pm

Services Offered:• Kitchen Cleans • Bathroom Cleans  • Mopping 
 • Dusting, Polishing  • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen • Deep Cleans • Window Cleaning

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.

DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business

supportLaptop and PC equipment

available to buy

IT Again
Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution

for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT

AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

Philbarber92@gmail.com

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook
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Creating an intentional 
life for 2026
How simplifying and decluttering 
your life can make you happier

The invisible weight 
of “too much”

Clutter usually enters our lives quietly, a 
special-offer purchase here, a sentimental 
item there, a box we never quite get 
around to sorting.

“People underestimate the invisible 
weight that unnecessary belongings 
carry,” Katherine told us. “Every item 
you own needs storage, cleaning, 
maintaining, or replacing. Reducing 
what surrounds you, also decreases 
the number of demands placed on 
your brain, time and energy.”

Simplifying, she explains, isn’t about stark 
minimalism or living in a ‘show home’. 
It’s about finding your unique ‘sweet spot’ 
as to the volume of things you want and 
need around you. An intentional space 
reflects the life you’re actually living 
now, not one you used to live, or that 
you feel obligated to maintain.

Stepping away from social 
media pressure

“We often try to replicate what we 
see online,” she said. “But Instagram-
ready perfection isn’t real life, it’s a 
heavily curated version of life. Often 
the content creators don’t sustain 
what you see in their images either”.

In a world that encourages us to upgrade, accumulate and say 
yes to everything, more people are discovering the powerful 
emotional and psychological benefits of owning less and creating 
intentional spaces. 

For the past 10 years, Katherine Blackler, Certified Professional Organizer (CPO®) 
and founder of SortMySpace Ltd has helped individuals transform overwhelmed 
homes and workplaces into more supportive, calming environments.

sortmyspace.co.uk
@sortmyspaceuk

Quote VILLAGE VOICE 
for a 50% discount on your 
consultation until 31 March ‘26

Contact Katherine
katherine@sortmyspace.co.uk
07914 612531

Before After

She encourages clients to unfollow 
accounts that evoke comparison 
or pressure. This makes it easier to 
recognise what genuinely brings us joy 
(not what we feel we ought to want). 

Reclaiming space, 
and emotional freedom

When you let go of what no longer 
serves you, you gain room, physically 
and mentally, for what truly matters. 
Simplifying your life doesn’t require 
sweeping changes or perfectly labelled 
boxes. Katherine encourages starting 
small: one drawer, one shelf, one habit. 
Momentum builds slowly. 

She also cautions that 
“New behaviours or processes can 
take time to adjust to, so be gentle 
with yourself if you fall back into 
old ways.”

In a culture that celebrates consumption 
and busyness, simplifying is 
more than a lifestyle choice; 
it’s an act of self-care. 
Decluttering can offer a 
path to a happier, more 
intentional life, one 
clear surface and 
one conscious 
choice at a time.
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

BERESFORD
PLASTERING 

BERESFORD_PD 07533 613281

S�ESTOW IN��STRI�L EST�TE�
WO�� �RNE W�� 8��

�stablishe� ����
SPECI�LIST IN �LTERN�TOR � ST�RTER �OTORS
�OT TESTS �40 � NO RETEST �EE
�ree local collection �er�ice a�ailable

OE ���LIT� P�RTS �SE�
01902 894978

�O
We Build It Ltd is a family-run business based in Shropshire.

l  Manufacturer of the Bio-Pure Sewage Treatment System
l  Suitable for both residential and commercial applications
l  We offer servicing contracts for all makes and models of  

sewage treatment systems and pumpstations
l  Our services help ensure compliance with Environment Agency 
regulations and support your Consent to Discharge obligations.

Contact: sales@webuildit-ltd.co.uk or 01746 781 782

768840

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●

Tyre Dealer & Repair Shop
WOMBOURNE TYRES

O1902 896 166 – Hours 9am-5pm
Smestow Bridge Industrial Estate, Bridgnorth Rd Unit 1 Wolverhampton WV5 8AY

A family run business
Effi cient service with competitive prices
We offer tyre repairs and maintenance

Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available  ●  Any Car ●  All Brands available

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 call out charges apply 
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YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

 
  

 

Services We Offer: 
 

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            

SPECIAL OFFER
uPVC Clean to Top Front, Back & Apex
Gutters Cleared      Free Window Clean

● Semi-Detached Houses – £120  ● Detached Houses – £159
When you take up this offer you will also get 20% off any further 

services booked with us. Why not add your conservatory or 
cladding, call for a price. T & C’s Apply. Limited spaces.

When they’re gone – they’re gone!!
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This year at West Midlands Safari Park o� ers a living, breathing adventure waiting for guests 
young and old. From new events to adorable newborns and brand-new places to stay, 2026 is a 
year to make wild memories.

The fun begins over February Half Term with 
Character Week, where the children can meet their 
favourite TV stars, including Gabby’s Dollhouse, 
SpongeBob SquarePants and Bluey. Paddington, 
Peppa Pig and Chase from PAW Patrol will also be 
making appearances and having their photo taken with 
guests.

Spring blossoms with Easter Eggstravaganza, an 
event where egg hunts meander through scenic landscapes for a chocolate treat at the end. Little 
‘eggsplorers’ can go on a bug hunt, take part in some crafts, meet Bramble Bunny and Chirpy 
Chick and there are some more surprises in store!

May Half Term brings graceful giants into the spotlight with a brand-new event – Gira� e Jamboree. 
Tall, gentle and ever curious, the gira� es take centre stage with an amazing show, feeding 
opportunities and captivating talks from keepers.

June gets prehistoric for Jurassic June weekends. Watch out for claws, teeth and rustling ferns as 
dinosaurs are on the loose! But don’t worry – they will be roaming around under the watchful eye 
of their keepers, so it might be safe enough to snap a photo or give them a pat.

Across some weekends guests will also have the chance to spot Eddie & Eliza, the park’s beloved 
characters. They will be out and about, having fun, taking photos and meeting all the future 
conservationists.

Also new for 2026, will be the opening of brand-new Rhino and 
Gira� e Lodges, luxurious safari-style stays that bring you 
closer to the action than ever before. Wake up to the sights 
and sounds of rhinos having their breakfast just outside 
your balcony, or gira� es taking a gentle morning stroll.

Additionally there will be the chance to experience 
everything the Park has to o� er, including spotting the 
two delightful gira� e calves have joined the herd – one 
born last October and the newest arrival in January – 
wobbling into the world and instantly stealing hearts.

West Midlands Safari Park opens daily for its summer 
season from 14 February 2026, including the Adventure 
Theme Park. More information and tickets can be found on 
the website: wmsp.co.uk
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Hearing Aids
Ear Wax Removal
Tinnitus Support
Noise Protection

Family Run Clinics
60 Day Money Back Guarantee
0% Finance Available
Lifetime Aftercare

We offer FREE Hearing
Assessments

YYYYour our llocaocall
iiinnnnnnndddddddeeeeepppppppeeeeennnnnnndddddddeeeeennnnnnnttttttt hhhhhhheeeeeaaaaarrrrriiinnnnnnnggggggg

ccaarere pproviroviddeerr

Your local
independent hearing

care provider
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Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) 
High quality CBT treating mental health problems.  

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? 

Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours? 

Anger issues? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  OCD? Panic attacks? 

Phobias? Emotional distress? 

Contact a BABCP Accredited Psychotherapist Directly 

 

 Wassell Grove Lane, near Hagley. 

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk   
 

0844 6931282/07854331133 for a free 20-minute consultation. 

B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist. 

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk  

 

Approved Health Care Provider for:  

Allianz, Aviva, AXA Healthcare, BUPA, CIGNA and WPA.            
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One of the top visitor attractions in the whole  
of the Midlands, the West Midland Safari  

& Leisure Park is a great day out for all  
the family – and we have 2 family tickets 

waiting for each of our two lucky winners this 
month. But, of course, you have got to be in it 

 to win it – so get your entry in now!

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square 
(spelt forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it 
may be misspelt! Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below 

and send it to us. Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Monday, 23rd February 2026. Good luck!

Y E L D W E B K S T R
O W L E Z E R Z S I D
T S S E W A C E D S N
P A B D P E W B R A A
S R L L C H O U I F L
A Y C I L A A V A D
F R O V O S G N E R I
A B L I O N E O T E M
R E O N L E I S U R E
I Z I G L L T H I R D
L D N E H G O U R H T

2 X FAMILY 

PASSES TO 

WEST MIDLANDS 

SAFARI 
PARK

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: WMSP COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL

HIDDEN WORDS
1. WEST
2. MIDLAND
3. SAFARI
4. LEISURE
5. PARK
6. BEWDLEY
7. ICE
8. AGE
9. DRIVE
10. THROUGH
11. RHINO
12. ZEBRA
13. LION
14. ELEPHANT
15. LIVING
16. DINOSAURS
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 In October 1867 an extraordinary discovery was made just outside Kinver.  A 
group of workmen were drawing water from a long disused pit shaft when they 
hauled up the sleeve of a woman’s dress.  They delved further and brought up  
a small bag which contained the corpse of a child.  When they opened the bag 
the lifeless body fell to pieces as it had been immersed in water for an estimated 
18 months.  A brick had been tied to the bag to ensure that it had sunk.  At  
the inquest into the unnamed baby’s death the coroner asked that further  
investigations should be made of the pit shaft to see whether any additional  
evidence could be obtained. The workers returned but were horrified to find  
not one but two additional bodies at the bottom of the shaft.  Whilst the cause  
of the death of the first two victims could not be established it was clear that  
the third child—a boy of about six years of age—had been murdered.  Police 
enquiries were started but the children were never identified, although members 
of a Kinver family who had moved away over a year before were suspected. 

Under the Shops Act 1950 all shops were required to close for one half day per  
week (“early closing”) unless special dispensation was given by the local council.   
In November 1966 Staffordshire County Council decided to suspend this order on 
21st-24th December in certain areas including Seisdon (but not Kinver) to enable 
shops to take advantage of the pre-Christmas rush.  One of the reasons given for  
this decision was that bad weather in mid and late November had put off many  
people from venturing out and some shop owners had expressed fears that they  
would be bankrupted unless trade picked up. 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERYIMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!UP TO 75% OFF!

www.dreamworld.furniturewww.dreamworld.furniture

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TOUP TO

75% OFF!75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE
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KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
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Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299

Lift an Rise 
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TO CLEAR! 
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  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
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 Finance available across the store
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   Premium mattresses
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

Improved 
Circulation

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

����
���������
����������
��



Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

�������������
���������������
��������
�
��������
�

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation

�����������

������������
���
�����
�������

��	�����
�
���������
����

��������������
��������������
�������������
�������
�����������������������
�����������
�	���

������
������������������������������	���

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.
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Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.
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Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture
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right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort
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Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses
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Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store
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starting 
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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OFFERS 
ACROSS THE 

RANGE!
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AVAILABLE!

FREE LEATHER 
UPGRADE AND 
COLOURS OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 

AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF 
YOUR OLD BED AND 

FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
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AMAZING 
PRICES
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BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 
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Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
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FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERYIMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!UP TO 75% OFF!

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE UP TO £1,000

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
AS A THREE 
PIECE SUITE

MORE COLOURS AVAILABLE!

NEW LEATHER 
SUITE RANGE 

IN STORE, 
WITH OPENING 

OFFERS 
ACROSS THE 

RANGE!

PROMOTIONAL 
OFFER 

AVAILABLE!

FREE LEATHER 
UPGRADE AND 
COLOURS OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF 
YOUR OLD BED AND 

FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
AS A THREE 
PIECE SUITE

MORE COLOURS AVAILABLE!

NEW LEATHER 
SUITE RANGE 

IN STORE, 
WITH OPENING 

OFFERS 
ACROSS THE 

RANGE!

PROMOTIONAL 
OFFER 

AVAILABLE!

FREE LEATHER 
UPGRADE AND 
COLOURS OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 

AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF 
YOUR OLD BED AND 

FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

CLEARANCE

WIDE RANGE OF DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 

AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU 

TEL: 01384 295660
IF YOU CAN’T GET TO US WE CAN COME TO YOU

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED AND FURNITURE 
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Hoppy Uniatz, the amicable ex-gangster who was part of Simon Templar, the Saint’s team, 
perhaps having accidentally come across a page in the Times devoted to ornithology, when 
he was looking for a list of the next day’s runners and riders—suddenly asked Simon and the 
Saint’s lady friend, Patricia Holm, “Boss, ain’t a nightjar the thing you keep under the bed?”. 

A tough guy, I’d say he was well equipped to give any miscreant what we in the Black 
Country call a ‘cogwinder’. 

When I was endeavouring to sell second-hand furniture many years ago, along with night 
commodes—more convenient than nightjars—I was often asked for ‘a pair of chest of  
drawers’, and the customer only meant one not two, chests of drawers. 

Similarly, when travelling for a local credit drapers, after bringing a lady in Amblecote the 
wrong item, I learned that a ‘sleeping blanket’ was a flannelette sheet. 

At Joe Brookes’s Enville Street  
saleroom in Stourbridge on one  
Monday each month, valuer and  
manager, Sidney Bills, would bawl 
out anyone bold enough to try a tune 
on one of the ‘pianners’ - “Hey, ~ 
Mozzart!” 

And Sidney always stationed a  
be-capped and brown-cowgowned  
Howard Hill on the little platform ‘ter 
keep ‘em from messin’ with the  
carpitts’.  Were they Lye, Stambermill 
or Stourbridge voices you’d hear  
enquiring, “Howerrd, ‘ow much is 
that cubberd?” 

Oh well, I’ll go and ‘put the kekkle on 
and mek some tay’ Good Queen Bess, 
around 1590, pronounced it tay—but 
I doubt if she had to put the kekkle 
on herself. 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
In a bit of a ‘pittle’ 

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath   
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

Valuer and Manager, Sidney Bills (l) and  
Howard Hill  
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

EELLEEMMEENNTTSS
RRAANNGGEE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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Are proud to support Our local community 

Legal services are better local

House buying & selling | Re-Mortgages
First time buyers

Brierley Hill 01384 79731   Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk I info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk
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 In November 1878 there was a daring 
attempt to burgle Enville Hall (seen 
here right) which was the home of Lord 
Stamford.  As Lord and Lady Stamford 
were getting ready for dinner in their 
respective dressing rooms his  
Lordship’s valet came across an intruder who suddenly pulled out a revolver,  
threatening to kill the servant.  Fortunately the valet reacted instantly and 
ducked into a side room, locked the door, opened the window and started to 
shout for help.  As the alarm had been raised the intruder took to his heels  
and fled through a window.  He—together with two accomplices—were seen 
running over the lawns to the coach road where a horse and cart were awaiting 
them.  Although no-one was arrested for the attempted burglary it was  
assumed that it was a professional gang possibly from out of the area. 

Mystery stories abound around Wombourne but the strangest one we have heard  
is the disappearing rabbit of Wombourne Park.  A driver hit a white rabbit as it ran 
across the road. The driver got out and sure enough there was a dead rabbit in the 
middle of the road.  He put the dead rabbit in his boot in order to dispose of it  
later—but when he got home it had mysterious vanished! 
Above the door of Trysull Manor is an intriguing inscription “Stranger should 
this catch your eye, Do a favour passing by, Bless this house ere you be gone, And 
it shall bless you passing on”. 



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 53

Yogurt is a semi-solid dairy (or can be a non-dairy) production utilising fermented milk to create a 
product that is rich in nutrients, including calcium and protein, plus probiotics, that assist the health  
and well-being of bones, gut and/or severity from viruses.  Greek-style productions are usually  
recognised to have a thicker consistency and higher protein level. 
 
Multi award-winning Tims Greek Family Yogurts (Est. 1949) are inspired by their Greek family  
recipes and have the finest natural ingredients, plus gut-friendly bio-live cultures and fresh, pasteurised 
British milk combining, to bring really great tastes to fruition, with dairy goodness and creamy textures 
to the fore.  Founded by the Timotheou family, their amazing story developed and now ‘Tims’, as the 
brand has become known, creates productions that continue to gain prestigious awards.  Tims Greek 
Family Natural Yogurt I found to be very delicious on its own and also when accompanying fruits.  
Delights around the table were experienced.  Other comments were that this product is so versatile it 
can be drizzled with honey and also used as a favourable dip, topping or dessert, as required.  Other 
very popular choices include Blackcurrant, Honey, Caffe Latte, Mango, Raspberry and Vanilla  
flavoured yogurts.   
 
Tims Greek Family Natural Kefir is a probiotic-rich dairy production that is fermented and produces  
a refreshing sensation which has digestive and immune benefits.  The smooth productions of kefir are 
known to improve digestion and gut health, and, similarly to yogurt, can assist in the fight against  
infections. 
 
Tims Foodservice Range offers opportunities for chefs, hotels, colleges and universities, catering  
establishments, wedding venues, also schools, plus hospitals and many other outlets, that require  
these types of productions, to gain access to bulk supplies.  Stockists, further productions, information 
and more details are available on their very informative website.  Doorstep deliveries are available  
and online ordering (NB Tims itself does not sell online – just through wholesalers for the foodservice  
and eg Waitrose and Ocado for the Greek family range) is easy too.  All orders are dispatched quickly 
and efficiently (please see above).  Highly recommended. 
 
Tims, Mopes Farm, Denham Lane, Chalfont St Peter, Buckinghamshire SL9 0QH.  Tel: 01753 888380.  
E-mail: info@timsdairy.co.uk Web: www.timsdairy.co.uk 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT:  YOGURT AND KEFIR 
A review by Trevor Langley 

COMING UP IN THE  
MARCH EDITION:   
For the love of...Cider 

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 
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Tel: 01902 894613 
45 Planks Lane, Wombourne, WV5 8DX 

Email: spinesclinic@hotmail.co.uk 
Web: www.spinesphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk 

Adam Chamberlain      Kyle Perkins 
 

Treatments offered include Physiotherapy, 
Acupuncture, Exercise, Electrotherapy 

and Massage. 
 

Clinic established in Wombourne in 1990.  
Medico Legal work undertaken. 

Recognised by most major Insurance Companies. 
Member of the Health Professionals Council. 

 

        

When Georgina, Countess of Dudley, died in February 1929 a 
huge crowd assembled at St Michael’s Church, Himley to pay 
their respects to a lady who was much loved in the area. 
She was the third of eight daughters of Sir Thomas Moncrieffe 
and the second wife of William, the first Earl of Dudley.  She was 
renowned for her beauty (as a child she was painted by Millais 
who declared that she was the most beautiful model he had ever 
painted) and her down-to-earth attitude.  During the Boer and First 
World Wars she worked for the Red Cross in London caring for 
injured soldiers as well as spending time at the Guest Hospital in 
Dudley.  She was also very practical and compiled “The Dudley 
Book of Cookery and Household Recipes” which included some 
500 separate recipes for all occasions. 
She died at Pembroke House in Richard Park, a residence granted 
by King Edward following the death of her husband in 1885.  Her 
body was brought back to Himley for burial.  The pall bearers were eight old servants of the 
Dudley estate and floral tributes included one from Queen Maud of Norway. 

MOURNING THE “QUEEN OF THE MIDLANDS” 

Georgina, Countess of Dudley 
was a much loved figure  
locally and her funeral  

at Himley Church attracted  
a huge crowd. 
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DDAAYY  TTOOUURRSS  

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN COMPANY 

PICKING UP THROUGHOUT  
WOLLASTON, WORDSLEY, WALL HEATH  

KINGSWINFORD 
PLUS Wombourne & Kinver for Holidays 

nternational Travel Ltd 

Sun 29 Mar Macclesfield Treacle Mkt & Knutsford £25 
Sat 4 Apr Holmfirth & Hebden Bridge £26 
Mon 6 Apr Easter Mon—Evesham & Broadway £22 
Sat 18 Apr Nailsea & Clevedon Promenade £25 
Sat 25 Apr Caerphilly & Penarth £26 

Sat 21 Feb Leighton Buzzard & Aylesbury £25 
Sun 1 Mar Llangollen & Betws-y-Coed £24 
Sat 7 Mar National Waterways Museum £35 
Sat 14 Mar York £26 
Sun 22 Mar Marlborough & Salisbury £26 

QQUUAALLIITTYY  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS  22002266  

Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions. 

8 Mar VICTORIAN LUXURY—ISLE OF WIGHT   5days £690 
17 Mar SIDMOUTH IN SPRINGTIME   5 days £520 
30 Mar ISLES OF SCILLY      5 days £980 
9 Apr  DUTCH FLOWERS & WINDMILLS   5 days £875 
20 Apr HARROGATE & YORKSHIRE DALES  5 days £590 
11 May KENTISH GOLD      5 days £600 
7 June HEXHAM & NORTHERN MAGIC   5 days £600 
15 June ST AGNES & CORNISH GEMS   7 days £795 
28 June SPEYSIDE, CAIRNGORMS & BLACK ISLE 7 days £810 
12 July EASTBOURNE      7 days £865 

For a brochure or to book   01299 402989 
 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN 

 info@phillipstravel.co.uk 
 www.phillipstravel.co.uk 
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PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Without a doubt the best ever Sunday football team in the area must have been
the Kingswinford Athletic side of the 1970s. In the Kidderminster & District
League (one of the best and most competitive in the Midlands) they won the
Premier league for seven seasons in succession, completing the league and cup
‘double’ on four occasions. In the 1977-78 season they were unbeaten all
season. Eat your hearts out Chelsea!

In 1978 the Kingswinford Horticultural Society hosted the BBC Gardeners’
Question Time radio show. The panel who answered questions from the
audience included Fred Loads, Clay Jones, Bill Sowerbutt and compere Ken Ford.
The audience comprised not only members of the Kingswinford club but also
members of the gardening clubs in Wall Heath, Kinver, Colley Gate and Clent.

At one time there were a number of toll gates around Kingswinford. The main
one was in Moss Grove just by the Cross although the busiest was on the main
road towards Pensnett close to where the ‘Kingswinford’ pub stands today.
There was also a further toll at the junction of Bromley Lane and Stream Road
which, long after tolls ceased to be collected, was used by tram crews as a
shelter and tea stop. The final toll house in the area was onWovlerhampton
Road near the current entrance to Holbeche House.

It was reported in October 1919 that a resident of Wordsley, Ann Surman had
died at the grand old age of 105. She had 13 children and left over 100 direct
descendants.
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Question Time radio show. The panel who answered questions from the
audience included Fred Loads, Clay Jones, Bill Sowerbutt and compere Ken Ford.
The audience comprised not only members of the Kingswinford club but also
members of the gardening clubs in Wall Heath, Kinver, Colley Gate and Clent.

At one time there were a number of toll gates around Kingswinford. The main
one was in Moss Grove just by the Cross although the busiest was on the main
road towards Pensnett close to where the ‘Kingswinford’ pub stands today.
There was also a further toll at the junction of Bromley Lane and Stream Road
which, long after tolls ceased to be collected, was used by tram crews as a
shelter and tea stop. The final toll house in the area was onWovlerhampton
Road near the current entrance to Holbeche House.

It was reported in October 1919 that a resident of Wordsley, Ann Surman had
died at the grand old age of 105. She had 13 children and left over 100 direct
descendants.
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1. Tennis. 

2. Water (or rather H₂O) 

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush. 

4. Long time no see. 

5. Tennessee 

6. Apparently there is a dog in the  
image. 

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo. 

8. Inkstand 

 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.      

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 22nd August 2025 

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing).  

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are: 

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton 
 

You can find this month’s competition on page 36. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE  
BRAINTEASERS IN THE 
SEPTEMBER EDITION. 

 

 1.  In the long term George should neither win nor 
lose.  Imagine there are six people playing, each 
choosing a different number.  Total stake money  
is £6 and if three different numbers are shown on 
the throw then three players win £2 each (£6).  If 
two different numbers are shown then one player 
wins £4 and one £2 (£6) and if all three dice show 
the same number then one player wins £4 and one 
£2 (£6) and if all three dice show the same number 
then one player wins £6.  This means that the  
game is even-handed and in the long run no-one 
will win 

2.  20. 

3.  The answer, strangely is 8.  Convert the  
numbers to Roman numerals and then draw a line 
through them (cutting them in half): 

            IX    XI    XII    XIII 

4.  A point-making it 4.9 

5.  By going second Anthony only has to ensure 
that whatever George picks up he ensures that the 
number each round equals four.  That way he  
cannot be beaten and the £5 must be his! 

6.  Felicity is 20 years old and her mother is  
therefore 40.  Ten years ago Felicity would have 
been 10 and her mother 30. 

WIN 2 X TICKETS TO THE ROBIN 

Winner:   Julie Priest of Quarry 
Bank 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JANUARY edition was HISTORY  

which was not there at all.    The two lucky winners who each receive  a  
£50.00 ’DINING OUT’ CARD are: 

MARK CROYDON of Wordsley and MRS G MEEK of Kingswinford 

 
You can find this month’s competition on page 26. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  

disqualified.     Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  
by the closing date. 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JANUARY edition was 

HISTORY which was not there at all. The two lucky winners who each receive a  
£50 ‘DINING OUT’ CARD are:

MARK CROYDON of WORDSLEY and
MRS G MEEK of KINGSWINFORD       

You can find this month’s competition on page 46.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualified.  
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.
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2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WWIINN TTWWOO  

TTIICCKKEETTSS TTOO  

TTHHEE RROOBBIINN   

IINN BBIILLSSTTOONN 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

WIN
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Monday 23rd February 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to JULIE PRIEST of 
QUARRY BANK who was the lucky winner of the two 

tickets on offer in the JANUARY 2026 edition.
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ANOTHER AID CONVOY STORY 

The very first humanitarian aid convoy I drove in during my ten years as a member of the 
German Red Cross consisted of twelve aid lorries plus our mobile kitchen lorry. We left  
Bremen at 1800 hours on Friday with two drivers to each truck, driving through the night  
all the way south into Austria. The convoy was several hundred metres long and the kitchen 
lorry, which could travel faster independently, went on ahead to meet up with the main  
group at pre-arranged stopping points. At these we were able to refuel the lorries and  
ourselves. Breakfast on the Saturday morning always amused me as it consisted of a steak 
sandwich, chocolate cake and copious amounts of coffee. 
 
Approaching the city of Linz on Saturday afternoon before we entered the city, we were  
met in a lay-by that was big enough to take all the lorries and had been closed off for us by 
the Austrian police. We were then provided with a police escort front and rear into the city 
and with all our blue lights on we sailed through red traffic lights and, where necessary,  
even driving on the wrong (left) side of the road! The night was spent in an Austrian Red 
Cross centre in the city.  Sunday morning we were off again to get to the Hungarian border. 
Most lorries, unless they were carrying perishable goods, were generally not allowed on the 
German and Austrian motorways at weekends but we had special dispensation as we were 
carrying humanitarian aid. Going through the international borders was always strange as it 
didn’t matter if there were twelve trucks in the convoy or, as I did on occasion a single truck, 
it always took four hours to go through customs. In the very rear of each truck we also had a 
few “goodies” such as children’s toys in case any of the eastern European border guards 
decided they wanted to check our loads. In that event you simply offered the guard some-
thing for his own children which invariably had the desired effect 

Alan Peace—Himley Hall and Park Senior Warden 1985-2012 

The OVER 60’s CLUB  
meet at Swindon Community Centre, High 

Street, Swindon, Dudley DY3 4NR  
on Monday afternoons between  

1.15pm and 4.15pm.   

If you are looking to meet new friends then why 
not consider popping along to join this friendly and 

fun loving group and enjoy tea, coffee, biscuits, 
bingo and a raffle.  For further information please 

contact Lorraine on 07855 200 736. 
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Warstones Library are offering Rhyme Time for children every  
Tuesday from 2.30-3.00pm 

Why not pop along for rhymes, giggles and play.  Fun, music and  
stories are provided by the Library for little ones under 5.  Rhyme  
Time is designed to teach toddlers early literacy skills in preparation  
for reading.  On the agenda will be singing  songs, reading books and  
making rhymes.  For more information why not pop in and see a  
member of staff at the Library or telephone 01902 556275 or email   
them at libraries@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

WARSTONES LIBRARY  
37 Pinfold Grove, Warstones WV4 4PT 
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Sit and Sew Group 

Fortnightly on Thursdays—10am-12.30pm  
 

The Guide Hall 
Mill Lane, Wombourne 

Everyone welcome, experienced 
 sewers or beginners. 

Bring along sewing of your choice 
or just join us for coffee, biscuits  

and a chat. 

£6.00 per session 

No charge for first visit 

Telephone Babs on 07902 622894 
or email Erica at 

ericawiddowson@hotmail.co.uk 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! 
Retired Himley Park warden and acclaimed  

fundraiser and ambassador for Cancer Research 
UK, Alan Peace, will be entertaining the Wall 

Heath Wednesday Club at 2.00pm on Wednesday, 
11th February in the Wall Heath Community  

Centre.   Of the many talks Alan does, this time he 
will be telling the audience about "Why You 

Should Never Work With Children or Animals" 
which is just what he spent a lot of his working 
life doing! The talk takes a light hearted look at 

some of the comical situations that Alan has been 
in with both children and animals.  

 
THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL 

BE IN THE MARCH 2026  
EDITION AND THE COPY  

DEADLINE IS Tuesday, 17th  
February 2026. 

Don’t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.  Please send your 
details via email to Gail at 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 

WOMBOURNE QUILTERS 
meet every 3rd Wednesday of the month  

between 7.00pm and 9.00pm at the Hand in 
Hand (next to St Benedicts), Church Road, 

Wombourne WV5 9EZ 
 

We currently have 16 members from very 
experienced quilters to those new to the craft 

of quilting and sewing.  
Our programme is varied with members  
volunteering to share specific techniques 
and skills with the group. In these mini  

workshops we have just finished making tie 
bags and in the next few months we will be 
exploring Manx quilting, denim upcycling 
and Hawaiian technique.  We also work on 

our own projects.  
Anyone with an interest in working with  
textiles and who enjoys sewing is very  

welcome.  We offer a free taster session and 
our annual subscription is £40 (payable in 

September). For new members joining  
during the year the rate is reduced.  

Telephone Kate Brierley on 01902 711983 
or email Erica at  

ericawiddowson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Our team will assess your requirements and discuss  
the most effective service for your situation

12/05/2025, 15:38 Email - Perfect Wills-Office - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/id/AAkALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0ABqErTcBj1UqF6na1s7TuJQACC7vXMAAA/sxs/AAkA… 1/1

Putting Family Assets First

PERFECT WILLS & ESTATE PLANNERS, protecting families for future generations

A Basic Will 
Does NOT
Protect Your
Family Home

Does Your Will do Enough to Protect  
your Loved Ones?

Trusts Do!

 Property Protection Trust

 Family Asset Protection Trust

 Vulnerable Persons Trust

 Flexible Life Interest Trust

 Lasting Power of Attorney for Property & 
Financial Affairs and Health & Welfare

 Probate Applications

Join us for a FREE Seminar Wednesday 4th February at our 
Wombourne Office Kildonan, Maypole Street WV5 9JB  

call 01902 271 951 to secure a place.



01902 324230

01902
324230

ADD TO CONTACTS

info@willowsdental.co.uk
www.willowsdental.co.uk

Mon: 
Tues: 
Weds: 
Thurs:  
Fri: 
Weekends: 

9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
Emergencies only

As much as we love to 
see you, we know the 
feeling isn’t always 
mutual. 
Because, at some point 
you, or someone you 
care about, might need 
a friendly, caring and 
available dental experi-
ence on your terms.

As well as offering you 
all treatments under the 
same roof,  we can also 
provide 0pc finance and 
same day emergency 
appointments. 

So why don’t you 
put our number in 
your phone just in 
case? 


