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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERYIMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!UP TO 75% OFF!

www.dreamworld.furniturewww.dreamworld.furniture
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TOUP TO

75% OFF!75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE
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Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door
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Lift an Rise 
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299
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Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 
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AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 
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CLEARANCE

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store
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Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

ODD CHAIRS & 
SOFAS STARTING 

FROM £195 
TO CLEAR! 

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Find us on

Improved 
Circulation

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
AS A THREE 
PIECE SUITE

MORE COLOURS AVAILABLE!

NEW LEATHER 
SUITE RANGE 

IN STORE, 
WITH OPENING 

OFFERS 
ACROSS THE 

RANGE!

PROMOTIONAL 
OFFER 

AVAILABLE!

FREE LEATHER 
UPGRADE AND 
COLOURS OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF

WIDE RANGE OF DINING 
AND BEDROOM FURNITURE 

AVAILABLE

FREE REMOVAL OF 
YOUR OLD BED AND 

FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

CLEARANCE
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.
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Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

 www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017
www.dreamworld.furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort
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Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 
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  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...
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36
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Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   194362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:0012/02/2021   12:00

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   194362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:0012/02/2021   12:00

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   194362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:0012/02/2021   12:00

VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD  
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION  
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Cover story

IN THIS ISSUE
6,20,26,36	 It’s A Fact!
10	 Brainteasers
34	 We have another of our popular features – ’Do You Remember?’
38-39	 It is usually after Christmas that we all go into ‘decluttering’ 		
	 mode. One of our features this month is by Katherine 		
	 Blackler of Sort My Space. We hope you enjoy reading it.
44	 Our competition this month has been donated by one of 
 	 our wonderful advertisers. He has donated 2 x £50.00 		
	 Dining Out vouchers. Don’t forget to send in your entry.
48	 An obligatory editorial at the end of any year is those who  
	 are no longer with us. The list seems to get longer every year.
52-53	 We feature another list of speakers who are available to give 		
	 talks.
56	 Brainteasers answers and Competition Winners.
56	 Win 2 x tickets to the Robin Club in Bilston.
58-61	 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000 HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is  
FRIDAY, 23rd JANUARY 2026. Entries received after this date 
will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

For Village Voice, 2025 was a great year and we  
are determined to make 2026 even better! There  
are exciting plans ahead for the magazines. Over the  
last six months we have begun venturing into new areas in which 
to deliver the magazines and this has generated a lot of interest. 
Don’t worry, we are still going to all the places that we have in the 
past, but it never hurts to raise the bar a little. 

We have also joined forces with a PR man! Sounds grand but it 
will be his job to ensure that the magazine is going in the right 
direction. Those that were acquainted with Chris will know that 
he was a PR man through and through and it is one of his ex-
colleagues who will now be working alongside us. All that is left  
to say is ‘watch this space!’

Gail   
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Auto Services “ For all your motoring needs”

MOTs and Servicing for all makes
T : 01384 241140 F : 01384 212206

W :www.northwayautos.co.uk
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Sedgley 
Gornal
Coseley

DON’T MISS OUT ON  
YOUR COPY  

Each month over 2,200 copies  
of this edition of Village Voice 

are delivered throughout 
Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley  

and Tipton.  
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area.  
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy 

deadline for the FEBRUARY 
2026 edition of VILLAGE VOICE 
is THURSDAY, 22nd JANUARY 
2026. Please book your space 
early to avoid disappointment.

 DO YOU RUN A  
NON PROFIT MAKING  

CLUB OR SOCIETY?  
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?  
 Would you like some FREE 
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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07504 305361

Sedgley, Dudley

Looking for a reliable, affordable multi-skilled builder? Then look no further!

Whether you need a repair, maintenance or refurbishment job undertaking 
or something more substantial including construction, all lines of work are 

covered:

Brickwork
Construction
Window Installation
Kitchen Fitting
Bathroom Fitting
Paving/Patio Areas
Painting/Decorating
Gutter cleaning
Plumbing
Garden Maintenance
Laminate Floor Fitting
Tiling
Pressure washer cleaning
Fencing
Garden Buildings/Summerhouse
Landscaping….
…and much more.

Get int touch for a free, no obligation quote. OAP discounts offered.
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 In the mid 19th century the first passenger service long the canal between  
Wolverhampton and Birmingham via Coseley began.  It was operated by  
Thomas Monk using the steam-packet ‘Euphrates’.   The Coseley-Birmingham 
journey took 2½ hours. 

In September 1833 the congregation at St James’ Church in Gornal had to flee half 
way through a service when plaster from the ceiling near the tower came crashing 
down on their heads.  There was a howling gale blowing at the time and it was 
thought that the tower was in imminent danger of collapse.  A subsequent inspection 
of the tower did show that whilst it was in a very poor state of repair there was no 
immediate cause for concern. 
In 1923 Coseley Education Committee started a centralised ‘Boot Fund’ to  
ensure that all children had suitable footwear for the winter.  Although some 
schools already had set up similar funds it was decided that a centralised fund 
would be more appropriate.  Within weeks subscriptions had amounted to 
£78/1s/1d and boots for 211 children had been ordered.  “Up the hill” at Sedgley 
the local police had set up a similar fund and they were busy raising funds 
through whist drives, dances, concerts and street collections.  By mid 1923  
they had distributed over 400 pairs of best quality boots. 
In August 1901 Thomas Marsh, a poultry dealer from Upper Gornal, was fined £2  
at Bridgnorth for aiding and abetting the staging of a cock fight.  A ring had been 
formed in a field and three battles were fought with two of the cocks killed.  The 
main organisers were not, however, apprehended. 
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* T&C apply. See in store for more details.

FREE coffee machine with 
every order over £5,000*

Haier I-Master Series 5 
Home Barista-Black
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info@fi x4uroofi ngandbuilding.co.uk www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

&  B U I L D I N G
S E R V I C E S  LT D

ROOFING
4 U

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers, 
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional 
and cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We also offer:      Building Work      Damp Proofi ng
Paving & Drives      Landscaping

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL KINDS OF HOME IMPROVEMENTS
● 14 day cooling off period  ●   Free estimates  ●   No deposits

● £5 million liability insurance  ●  All work guaranteed

 

 

 

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

ROOFING
4 U4 U

FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

info@fi x4uroofi ngandbuilding.co.uk

01902 581 522
Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT
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HAND RAISED PORK & 
SPECIALITY PIES 

HOMEMADE TRADITIONAL 
FAGGOTS, PEAS & GRAVY 

PLUS SUPERIOR SAUSAGES 
& HOME CURED BACON

SPECIAL 
OFFERS

 * Mix & Match any 3 packs 
£10.00

Chicken Fillets, Pork Steaks, 
Lamb Chops, Rump Steaks

14 ABBEY ROAD, GORNAL WOOD DY3 2PQ  
Tel: 01384 214515

LOOK OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS

 

 
  
1.  Which of the four statements below are correct  
and which are false.  No catches...but be careful! 

2.  A man walked into a bar, put £1 on the counter 
and asked for half of lager.  The barmaid asked 
him if he wanted Kronenberg or Fosters.  He  

asked for Kronenberg.  A little later another man 
(who was a stranger) came in, put £1 on the  
counter and asked for a half pint of lager.  She 
immediately pulled him half a pint of Kronenberg.  
Why didn’t she offer him a choice? 

3.  What is the next letter in the sequence? 

  O T T F F S ? 

4.  Dave ran halfway into the forest in half an  
hour.  Steve claimed that he could have gone  
three-quarters of the way into the forest in the 
same time.  Dave, however, said that this was  
impossible.  Why? 

A slightly more difficult one now: 

  PETS A 

We are starting off 2026 with a mixture of puzzles, all of which are on the easy side (so no  
excuses!).  If, however, they do get the better of  you, then the answers can be found on page 56. 

A. The number of false statements in this 
box is one. 

B. The number of false statements in this 
box is two. 

C. The number of false statements in this 
box is three. 

D. The number of false statements in this 
box is four. 
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DUDLEY 
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road
(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

♦ All Bodywork 
Repairs Undertaken

♦ Classic Car Restoration

♦ Prep and Finish

♦ Bumper Scuffs

♦ Seat and Carpet

♦ Repairs

♦ Mopping and Polishing

♦ Dealer Approved

♦ Insurance claims 
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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●  Tree Work
●  Paths
●  Fencing
●  Turf
●  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●  Driveways
●  Block paving

●  Tarmac
●  Ground 

works
●  Drainage

●  Gates and 
gateways

● Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

●  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured
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●  Tree Work
●  Paths
●  Fencing
●  Turf
●  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
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R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●  Driveways
●  Block paving

●  Tarmac
●  Ground 

works
●  Drainage

●  Gates and 
gateways

● Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

●  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured
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Tel: 0121 520 6091

Unit 4 Coneygre
Industrial Estate
Birmingham New Road
Tipton DY4 8XP

LOW
PRICES
GREAT
SERVICE

FREE
DELIVERY
ON ALL ORDERS

LOCAL FAMILY
BUSINESS TRADING
SINCE 1984

REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL OF EXISTING
FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE

FROM

SQ MTR

£5.95 FROM
£69

GENUINE
SAVINGS
Huge Selection!

Plus
FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk

CARPETS BEDS &
MATTRESSES

UPTO

OFF
75%

ROLL ENDSLAMINATES
& REMNANTS&VINYLS

FROM

SQ MTR

£7.95
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Our Services include:
● Block Paving
● Tarmac Drives (Red Or Black)

● Paths & Patios
● Fencing
● Gravelling
● Brick Walls

07780 528 555 or 01384 943226   
www.jandbpavinglandscapes.co.uk 

Email: jandbpavingandlandscapes@gmail.com

J & B PAVING & LANDSCAPING

Security Post Experts in the West Midlands

SECURITY POST SPECIALISTS IN THE 
WEST MIDLANDS & SURROUNDING AREAS

Trusted Supply & Installation of Security Posts for Driveways 
& Car Parks in the West Midlands & Surrounding Areas

Mobile: 07445 115084   Freephone: 0800 747 1215
Email: deltaposts@outlook.com   www.deltasecurityposts.co.uk

Experienced
Specialists

High quality
installations

Strong
products

Free
site surveys

DELTA
SECURITY POSTS
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Historically, New Year combines both pagan and religious beliefs and is the oldest  
celebration regularly undertaken by most of the world’s population.  However, that 
celebration does not always take place on 1st January with over half of the world  
celebrating on various other dates. 

The first New Year celebrations came from the Babylonians about 4000 years ago when they  
celebrated the re-birth of the land at the beginning of Spring.  The significance of 1st January was  
set by the Romans in 153 BC although it would seem that the date chosen was purely arbitrary.   
Despite the fact that this was a pagan festival the Christian church accepted this date as being a time  
to celebrate the start of a New Year and throughout the Western world this became the norm.   
However, other religions celebrate it on a very different dates. 

Much of the Eastern Orthodox Church, for example, celebrates the New Year on 14th January when it 
also celebrates the circumcision of the infant Jesus.  For members of the Coptic Orthodox Church the 
significant date is much later on in the year—11th September to be precise—when they celebrate  
Neyrouz.   The Hebrew new Year (Rosh Hashanah) occurs any time between 6th September and 5th 
October with it falling on Saturday, 12th September this year.  
 
The Chinese will celebrate the start of the Year of the Horse on 17th February whilst the Bengali New 
Year (Pohela Baisakh) is celebrated on Wednesday, 15th April. 
 
The Islamic New Year commences on 17th June.  Because the Muslim calendar is based on a 354 day 
lunar year the dates move forward about 11 days each year. 
 
However, one of the most fascinating celebrations is in Sri Lanka where the Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year fall on Tuesday, 14th April.  The actual end of the old year is determined by the state astrologer 
who also says when the New Year (Aluth Avurudhu) should commence.  The two are not necessarily 
immediately after each other and the period between the two is known as Nona Gathe (the neutral  
period) when normal work is abandoned in favour of religious devotion. 

Finally, of course, New Year would not be the same without resolutions being made.  Even the  
Babylonians 4000 years ago are reported to have made promises to be better at various things—the 
most common resolution being to return borrowed farm equipment! 

A recent survey showed that in the UK the five most popular resolutions are to lose weight, to quit 
smoking, to get out of debt, to get fit and to spend more time with the family.  Unfortunately the same 
survey also showed that most people were only repeating the same resolution from the previous year as 
they had broken it within ten days of the New Year starting.  Perhaps the most appropriate resolution is 
to stop making New Year’s resolutions! 

 A NEW YEAR..OR IS IT? 

AA  VVEERRYY  HHAAPPPPYY,,  HHEEAALLTTHHYY  &&  PPRROOSSPPEERROOUUSS    

NNEEWW  YYEEAARR  TTOO  YYOOUU  AALLLL  
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

EELLEEMMEENNTTSS
RRAANNGGEE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

In a long article about Tipton in the Birmingham Daily Gazette in July 1868 local author J.C. 
Tildesley gave a fascinating insight into the town of Tipton in the mid 19th century.  It seems  
that he was the very first person to refer to it (at least in writing) as “the Venice of the Black 
Country”. 
 
The reason he gives for making such a remark was “You cannot enter the town 
from any point of the compass without crossing a main channel, an arm or a  
basin”.  He then continued with that analogy by suggesting that “King Coal has 
been the Doge of Tipton for many a long year.” 

Whilst he waxes lyrical about the similarities between the two places he then 
switches to matters of the mind and, in particular John Wesley whose religious 
fervour was clear to see.  Tildesley interviewed a 90 year old woman—Mrs 
Paskin—who remembers being taken by her brother to hear Wesley preach.  She 
described him as “a stiff little man with a white wig and dressed in gaiters and 
black silk stockings”.  She said that he arrived on a brown horse and  
immediately addressed the crowd “charming the worshippers to silence and  
before his sermon was ended many broke out into joyous smiling and repentant 
tears.”  Tildesley concludes by saying “There is no equal to the Black Country, in  
Italy or anywhere else.” 

VENICE OF THE BLACK COUNTRY? 

John Wesley who 
preached in and 
around Tipton on 
several occasions. 
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week

Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas

Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars

Over 500 products in stock 

Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com



20 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

BEACON NURSERIESBEACON NURSERIES
&  PLANT CENTRE&  PLANT CENTRE

Wishing all customers Wishing all customers 
a very Happy New Yeara very Happy New Year

Good selection of Good selection of 
shrubs available shrubs available 

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LHROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LH
Tel: 01902 882933Tel: 01902 882933

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 In the 1920s and early 1930s the Red Lion Inn in Castle Street, Coseley was 
owned by brothers Henry and Benjamin Woodhouse who also ran the very 
successful Alma Brewery in Dudley.  In total they owned some 15 pubs around 
the area as well as brewing for a number of other outlets. 
In the 17th century it was usual for the sovereign to offer knighthoods to various 
people in each district.  These offers, however, were very much a double-edged 
sword.  To accept the offer would cost between £60 and £70 and bring with it a 
number of (unpaid) responsibilities.  If the knighthood was refused though, a fine  
of £10 was levied.  Local men who preferred to pay the fine included Alexander 
Wightwick of Wightwick, Thomas Dolman of Seisdon and Edward Hall of Sedgley. 

 During the English Civil War it was held that marriage was merely a civil  
contract between the parties without any religious significance.  Such  
ceremonies were usually conducted by local magistrates and Sedgley parish 
records show that between 1653 and 1657 many marriages were conducted by  
a Justice Stone who also presided in criminal courts held in Wolverhampton, 
Sedgley, Seisdon and Kingswinford. 
In October 1874 Mary Marsh of Dudley appeared in court accused of having been 
drunk in public.  Unfortunately when she turned up for her case to be heard she was 
clearly drunk and was therefore locked up until she was sober.  As she had been 
convicted of five similar offences during the previous 12 months the magistrates 
took a serious view of the charges and fined her 21 shillings plus costs for each  
offence (the original one and a second one for appearing in court whilst drunk). 
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INDEPENDENCE MATTERS

A company you can trust

Approved Approved and and trusted trusted by Approved 
Dudley 
Approved and and and trusted trusted trusted by by Approved Approved 

Dudley & Wolverhampton 
t
Dudley Dudley Dudley Dudley 

ttrading 
Dudley Dudley Dudley Dudley 
rading rading rading s

& Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton Dudley Dudley & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton 
rading rading sstandards 

& Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton 
tandards tandards & 

& Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton 
& & a

& Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton 
& & aage  

& Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton & Wolverhampton 
ge  ge  ge  ge  ge  ge  UK

A company you can trust
Wetrooms

A company you can trustA company you can trust
WetroomsWetrooms/Bathrooms

Trustmark registered
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Improved 
Circulation
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  Single and double beds
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bases 

starting 
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all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
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SALE NOW ON
Part exchange available up to £1000
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk
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Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999

Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Improved 
Circulation

����������
������

�������
�
�������	��
�


Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture

Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES

����
���������������
��������

Find us on

����������������������������������������
��
�����������������
�����������	�����������

�����������������������������������
���
�����������
��������

���������
����������
���������

���������������
�����
��
�

�������	����
�

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Improved 
Circulation

����������
������

�������
�
�������	��
�


�����������
�����������

SALE NOW ON
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PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Without a doubt the best ever Sunday football team in the area must have been
the Kingswinford Athletic side of the 1970s. In the Kidderminster & District
League (one of the best and most competitive in the Midlands) they won the
Premier league for seven seasons in succession, completing the league and cup
‘double’ on four occasions. In the 1977-78 season they were unbeaten all
season. Eat your hearts out Chelsea!

In 1978 the Kingswinford Horticultural Society hosted the BBC Gardeners’
Question Time radio show. The panel who answered questions from the
audience included Fred Loads, Clay Jones, Bill Sowerbutt and compere Ken Ford.
The audience comprised not only members of the Kingswinford club but also
members of the gardening clubs in Wall Heath, Kinver, Colley Gate and Clent.

At one time there were a number of toll gates around Kingswinford. The main
one was in Moss Grove just by the Cross although the busiest was on the main
road towards Pensnett close to where the ‘Kingswinford’ pub stands today.
There was also a further toll at the junction of Bromley Lane and Stream Road
which, long after tolls ceased to be collected, was used by tram crews as a
shelter and tea stop. The final toll house in the area was onWovlerhampton
Road near the current entrance to Holbeche House.

It was reported in October 1919 that a resident of Wordsley, Ann Surman had
died at the grand old age of 105. She had 13 children and left over 100 direct
descendants.

It
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TREE FELLING

CROWN REDUCTIONS

HEDGE TRIMMING

STUMP GRINDING

JUNGLES CLEARED

FENCING
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CROWN REDUCTIONS

HEDGE TRIMMING

STUMP GRINDING

JUNGLES CLEARED

FENCING

LOGS & WOODCHIP AVAILABLE

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE
QUOTATION
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 Certainly at this time the region deserved 
such an epithet with over 440 collieries, 
almost 200 blast furnaces and more than 
110 ironworks within a five mile radius of 
Dudley Castle. 

It is said 
that at night 
the fires 
from the  
furnaces 
and forges 
could be 
seen from 
many miles 
away and 

that by day a black cloud of smoke hung 
over the area.  Indeed, so bad was the  
pollution that legend has it that for over 
nine months Dudley Castle could not be 
seen from the bottom of Castle Hill. 

The origin of the term ‘Black Country’  
provides historians with something of a  
dilemma.  Whilst the Oxford English  
Dictionary identifies its first use as being 
in a book written by J.C. Young and  
published in 1834 that reference is used 
merely as a description and, according to 
the OED the first time that the term was 
actually attached to a specific area was in 
an article in the ‘Daily Telegraph’ in  
December 1864.  There are, however, at 
least two published sources of the term 
that pre-dates this—the earliest being a 
book called ‘All Round The Wrekin’ by 
Walter White which was published in 
1860. 
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Managed IT Services

Protect business devices
Keep your files and data safe
Block harmful websites

Cycraxsis provides managed IT services to small
businesses and sole traders in the West Midlands.

cycraxsis.co.uk

rob@cycraxsis.co.uk

01384 929 140

Stay Secure with
Managed Antivirus

From

£3.99
Per Device Per Month

First Month FREE

to small
Midlands.

th
viruss
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 July 1863 saw the worst suspicions of the Highway Board of Sedgley confirmed 
when it became clear that the collector in the Brierley area of Coseley had  
embezzled a substantial amount of money from the public purse.  After a  
thorough investigation it was determined that Moses Hughes, the collector,  
had appropriated virtually all the money due for the highways over a nine  
year period.  However, when the parish constable was sent to apprehend him  
it was found that he had sold up and moved to Australia. 

In 1939, John James Benton, the licensee of the Courthouse pub in Sedgley, found 
himself in trouble with the law when he as fined £25 and disqualified from driving  
for being drunk in charge of a motor vehicle.  At Audnam in Wordsley he drove into 
the back of a lorry reversing out of a garage onto the main road.  He had ignored  
signals given by a man guiding the lorry driver saying that he “thought he was waving 
at me, not telling me to stop”.  A police constable called to the scene of the accident 
described Benton as seeming “very peculiar.  He had his hands in his pockets in a 
half soaked way and did some blinking and nodding of his head” 

In the Dudley Herald of 15 February 1890 Samuel Timmins advertised some-
thing of a coup for his business.  He negotiated with Samuel Salt of Kates Hill 
Brewery for them to supply Timmins’ pub, the Cape of Good Hope in Tipton 
with their ales.  The brewery had an excellent reputation for its beers and  
demand was far outstripping supply.  As a result many pubs that wanted to offer 
the beer to their customers were unable to get supplies.  Timmins therefore 
thought there was benefit in this and therefore widely advertised its availability. 
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED

MORGAN REPAIRS
FAMILY RUN – OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

● COOKER REPAIRS
●  TUMBLE DRYER REPAIRS
●  VACUUM REPAIRS
●  WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS

SUPPLIERS & REPAIRS 
OF DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

Tel: 01384 443 399 – 07794 541 498
www.morganrepairs.co.uk – lloyd@morganrepairs.co.uk

A LOCAL COMPANY WHO CARES ABOUT THEIR CUSTOMERS

CALL THE PROFESSIONALS TODAY

DYSON SPECIALISTS

WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●

 

 
  

 

Services We Offer: 
 

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            

DIGITAL VOUCHER
Please send a photo of this advertisement by WhatsApp to redeem offer.

Top front and back 
gutters cleared £45.00

T & C’s Apply.
Prepare your home for winter – blocked gutters can cause 
damp and mould and expensive repairs to internal walls.

We also offer repairs to guttering at affordable costs.

Tyre Dealer & Repair Shop
WOMBOURNE TYRES

O1902 896 166 – Hours 9am-5pm
Smestow Bridge Industrial Estate, Bridgnorth Rd Unit 1 Wolverhampton WV5 8AY

A family run business
Effi cient service with competitive prices
We offer tyre repairs and maintenance

Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available  ●  Any Car ●  All Brands available

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 call out charges apply 
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BRAND NEW SHOWROOM

● New Grave Stones ●  Pet Memorials
● Garden Memorials ● Grave Stone Maintenance

Unit 4 Holloway Street West, Gornal DY3 2DZ

Telephone:  01384 985923
Mobile:   07956 872130

Website: www.bates-memorials.com

Green Powered Enterprise
100% Solar Powered Showroom and Workshop
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Why Choose Rings Security 
Shutters and Gates Ltd?
l  Full Range of Products
l   Aesthetically Pleasing,  

Mechanically Efficient
l  Fully Trained Staff  
l  Adding Protection and Value
l  Compliant to industry Standards
l   Colours, Sizes and Operation  

Flexible to Customer

GARAGE DOORS 
ROLLER SHUTTERS 
TRELLIS GATES

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600 
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Nationwide  
Emergency Cover  

24 Hours  
365 Days a year

1569—11th: The first state lottery was held in England, with tickets on sale at the West Door 
of St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 

1622—1st:  The Catholic Church adopted 1 January as the beginning of the New Year  
(instead of 25 March). 

1807—28th: London became the first city in the world to be lit by gas lights. 
1818—5th: The first regular trans-Atlantic shipping service began between Liverpool and 

New York. 
1846—21st: The first edition of the Daily News, edited by Charles Dickens was published in  

London. 
1912—17th: Britain’s polar explorers, led by Captain Robert Falcon Scott reached the South 

Pole—only to find the Norwegian Roald Amundsen’s expedition had beaten him 
by a month. 

1915—19th: German Zeppelin airships crossed the eastern coast of England to bombard towns 
in East Anglia, more than 20 people were killed. 

1967—4th:   Death of Donald Campbell.  His jet-powered speedboat Bluebird somersaulted on 
Coniston Water, Cumbria, at a speed of 300mph whilst attempting to break his 
own world record of 276mph. 

1970—12th: The first Boeing 747 Jumbo jet arrived at London’s Heathrow Airport after 
completing its maiden transatlantic flight from New York. 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT….JANUARY 
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DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC

Whether it’s a wedding,
corporate meeting or party,
birthday celebration, or
anything in between,
Dudley Kingswinford RFC
offers the perfect setting to
bring your vision to life.

Licensed Bar
Large On-Site Car Park
Friendly, flexible team

Flexible Event Space Hire

Our Services

Booking Now

On-Site Event Co-ordinator
Catering Packages Available
Room Dressing Available

Contact Abbie Croydon | Events Manager
Email: hospitality@dk-rfc.co.uk

our venue
A venue for every occasion

@dkrugbyclub www.dkrugby.rfu.club

HEATHBROOK | SWINDON ROAD | WALL HEATH | KINGSWINFORD | WEST MIDLANDS | DY6 0AW

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fi ll em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltdMT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT umU Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 31st January 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 33

A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fi ll em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltdMT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT umU Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 31st January 2026)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956



34 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

DO YOU REMEMBER? 
SHOESTRING  Starring Trevor Eve, this was the story of how  
unemployed computer expert Eddie Shoestring becomes a private eye 
after appearing on a radio station.  Listeners ring in to his show (called 
“The Private Ear of Eddie Shoestring”) and he takes up cases on their 
behalf.  A total of 21 episodes were recorded in 1978 and 1980 with the 
last being a Christmas special starring Toyah Wilcox.  After the second 
series Trevor Eve decided not to continue in the role and so the BBC  
commissioned a brand new series based on Jersey called Bergerac starring 
John Nettles.   But do you remember the name of the fictional radio  
station on which Shoestring appeared? 

SALE OF THE CENTURY   From October 1971 until  
November 1983 “the quiz of the week” was one of the highlights of 
family viewing, not only in the UK but also many other countries 
throughout the world including Paraguay, India and Nigeria.  The 
host in the UK was Nicholas Parson whilst it was aired on ITV but 
then it moved first to Sky (with Peter Marshall) and then Challenge 
TV (with Keith Chegwin).  Our question , though, is about the 
Series when it was on ITV.  In which city was it recorded? 

WHEELTAPPERS & SHUNTERES SOCIAL 
CLUB  was set in a fictional northern Working Men’s 
Club.  This series ran from 1973 until 1977.  Stars to have 
appeared in it included Alvin Stardust, The Three Degrees, 
The Krankies, Nana Mouskouri and Bill Haley & The 
Comets.  Colin Crompton (seen here) was the Chairman 
and Bernard Manning was the compere.   But who can 
remember the name of the waitress who went on to star in 
Coronation Street? 

THE SECRET DIARY OF ADRIAN MOLE 
AGED 13¾   Based on the Sue Townsend’s book of 
the same title, this TV adaptation was first aired in 1985 
and starred Gian Sammarco as Adrian, Stephen Moore 
as his father, Julie Walters as his mother and Beryl Reid 
as his grandmother.  Bert Baxter was played by Bill 
Fraser.  It told of the unrequited love that Adrian had 
for Pandora (played by Lindsey Stagg). 
The show ran for six episodes but was so successful 
that a second series (entitled “The Growing Pains of 
Adrian Mole”) was broadcast in 1987.  In this second 
series Adrian’s mother was played by another actress 
better known as a singer—who was she?: 
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FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

darts, pool table 
& other pub games

10p baCK For 
every £1 spent 

loyalty 
Card

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

lIve sport

EVERY WEEK

lIve  musIC&
entertaInment

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06

J&B TREE & LANDSCAPING
HEDGE CUTTING
TREE FELLING
ALL WASTE REMOVED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE...
PATIOS
PAVING
TREE TRIMMING & PRUNING
GRAVEL
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
FENCING
POWER WASHING
TREE REMOVAL

07780 528 555 or 01384 943226
Email: JANDBTREEANDLAND@GMAIL.COM
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Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in Sedgley,
Gornal, Coseley,
Tipton and all
surrounding areas. 

01902 690 936

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers 
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month 

Excludes
blockages

Speak to 
us

today!

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!
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 In November 1901 a double inquest was held into the deaths of sisters Elizabeth 
(a schoolteacher) and Winifred (a factory worker) Frost of Tipton.  The two 
young women were out selling tickets for a Unionist tea party but whilst going 
home in thick fog they apparently fell into the canal and drowned.  A verdict of 
accidental death was returned on both. 
In September 1918 Lottie Sheldon of Princes End was in court in Smethwick  accused 
of travelling on the London & North Western Railway without having paid her fare 
and also giving a false name and address to a railway official.  It seemed that she  
travelled from Tipton to Smethwick without a ticket and when asked to produce one 
she said that she had got on at Spon Lane and offered to pay from there.  It was also  
clear that she gave a false name and address.  The prosecutor asked that Sheldon be 
heavily punished as it was obvious that other munitions workers—like Sheldon—were 
also defrauding the railway company in the same way.  Sheldon was fined 15/-. 

News reached the local papers that on the evening of Wednesday 17th January 
1798 that a Mr T Evans of Coseley was stopped by two men near Sedgley who 
then robbed him of a £50 note that he was carrying.  He told the police that his  
attackers had passed him twice on the road and then he saw one lying under a 
hedge as he crossed a field.  As he slowed down to see what had happened the 
other man leapt upon him and pressed a pistol to his chest, demanding that he 
hand over his valuables.  Immediately after this robbery a substantial reward 
was offered for the detention of the robbers but no information was forthcoming 
and the crime was never solved. 
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In a world that encourages us to upgrade, accumulate and say yes to 

everything, more people are discovering the powerful emotional and 

psychological benefits of owning less and creating intentional spaces.

For the past 10 years, Katherine Blackler, Certified Professional 

Organizer (CPO®) and founder of SortMySpace Ltd has helped 

individuals transform overwhelmed homes and workplaces into more 

supportive, calming environments.

The Invisible Weight of “Too Much”
Clutter usually enters our lives quietly, a special-offer 

purchase here, a sentimental item there, a box we 

never quite get around to sorting. 

“People underestimate the invisible weight that 

unnecessary belongings carry,” Katherine told 

us. “Every item you own needs storage, cleaning, 

maintaining, or replacing. Reducing what surrounds 

you, also decreases the number of demands 

placed on your brain, time and energy.”

Simplifying, she explains, isn’t about stark 

minimalism or living in a characterless 

‘show home’. It’s about finding your 

unique ‘sweet spot’ as to the volume 

of things you want and need around 

you. An intentional space reflects the 

life you’re actually living now, not the 

one you used to live, or one that you 

feel obligated to maintain.

Stepping Away from Social Media Pressure
“So many people try to replicate what they 

see online,” she said. “But Instagram-ready 

perfection isn’t real life, it’s a heavily curated 

version of life. Often the content creators don’t 
sustain what you see in their images either”.

She encourages clients to unfollow accounts 

that evoke comparison or pressure. This makes it 

easier to recognise what genuinely brings us joy 

(not what we feel we ought to want). 

Reclaiming Space, And Emotional Freedom
When you let go of what no longer serves you, 

you gain room, physically and mentally, for 

what truly matters. Simplifying your life doesn’t 
require sweeping changes or perfectly labelled 

boxes. Katherine encourages starting small: one 

drawer, one shelf, one habit. Momentum builds 

slowly. She also cautions that “New behaviours or 

processes can take time to adjust to so be gentle 

with yourself if you fall back into old ways.”
In a culture that celebrates consumption and 

busyness, simplifying is more than a lifestyle 

choice; it’s an act of self-care. Decluttering can 

offer a path to a happier, more intentional life, one 

clear surface and one conscious choice at a time.

Declutter your physical space
I’ll help you tackle the jobs you’ve 
been hiding from; whether it’s 
organising one cupboard, one 
room or the entire house.

Organise & store your belongings
I’ll create systems and processes 
that work for you and your family. 
I’ll optimise your space by 
devising space-saving storage 
products or display solutions.

Redesign your head space
I’ll encourage you to focus 
mindfully on redesigning your 
environment, allowing you to 
gain more clarity on what’s 
important in your life and what 
you can let go of.

Get in touch today:
katherine@sortmyspace.co.uk

07914 612531
sortmyspace.co.uk
  @sortmyspaceuk

Engage Katherine Blackler 
to help you to consciously 
create a calm, welcoming 
and organised space to 
live or work in 3 key steps

Quote VILLAGE VOICE for a 50% discount 
on your consultation until 31 January 2026

SortMySpace_VillageVoiceAd.indd   1SortMySpace_VillageVoiceAd.indd   1 16/09/2025   09:4916/09/2025   09:49

Creating an Intentional Life 
for 2026

How Simplifying and Decluttering Your Life 
Can Make You Happier

Declutter your physical space
I’ll help you tackle the jobs you’ve 
been hiding from; whether it’s 
organising one cupboard, one 
room or the entire house.

Organise & store your belongings
I’ll create systems and processes 
that work for you and your family. 
I’ll optimise your space by 
devising space-saving storage 
products or display solutions.

Redesign your head space
I’ll encourage you to focus 
mindfully on redesigning your 
environment, allowing you to 
gain more clarity on what’s 
important in your life and what 
you can let go of.

Get in touch today:
katherine@sortmyspace.co.uk

07914 612531
sortmyspace.co.uk
  @sortmyspaceuk

Engage Katherine Blackler 
to help you to consciously 
create a calm, welcoming 
and organised space to 
live or work in 3 key steps

Quote VILLAGE VOICE for a 50% discount 
on your consultation until 31 January 2026
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BEFORE

AFTER

AFTERBEFORE

Quote VILLAGE VOICE 
for a 50% discount on your 
consultation until 31 March ‘26

Contact Katherine
katherine@sortmyspace.co.uk
07914 612531
sortmyspace.co.uk

”
Clutter usually enters our lives quietly, a special-offer 

purchase here, a sentimental item there, a box we 

People underestimate the invisible weight that 

 Katherine told 

Every item you own needs storage, cleaning, 

maintaining, or replacing. Reducing what surrounds 

you, also decreases the number of demands 

placed on your brain, time and energy.”

t about stark 

minimalism or living in a characterless 
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I can help.
katherine@sortmyspace.co.uk
07914 612531
sortmyspace.co.uk

 @sortmyspaceuk

Making space 
for 2026?
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Perfect Venue For Any Occasion
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

 DEATHS BLAMED ON EARL 
In 1855 seven Sedgley men died after a 
coal mine in Gornal collapsed.  A total of 
47 dependents were left. 
An investigation showed that the disaster was 
caused by insufficient timber supports being 
placed along the shafts.  The colliers had  
apparently complained about the situation, only  
to be told by the Earl of Dudley’s overseer that he 
had been acting on orders “from higher up” in 
reducing the number of pit props.  This revelation 
caused a considerable uproar locally and led to  
the Earl eventually giving each of the seven  
widows a guinea in compensation. Whilst  this  
was gratefully accepted by the widows the  
controversy did not end there.  The following  
Sunday the parson at Himley Church preached a 
sermon based on “The Good Samaritan” praising 
the Earl’s generosity.  This caused much  
annoyance amongst many of the local colliers  
who felt that the accident was caused by the  

demands of the Earl for greater profitability from 
the mine.  Demands were made for the person 
to be dismissed and some local shops even refused 
to serve him and his family.   
Eventually, to diffuse the situation the Earl  
announced that an independent safety survey of  
all his mines would be undertaken. 
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Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers

Gornal readers may well recognise a very young  
Arthur Hale in this picture taken in February 1967.  
Sadly Arthur is no longer with us but his memory 
lives on with stories such as this.  Although perhaps 
best known as a very useful cricketer (he once took 
all 10 wickets in an innings whilst playing for Himley 
Cricket Club) he was also something of a dab hand at  
angling.  He is seen here with a pike that he caught at 
Forden in Montgomeryshire which tipped the scales 
at 21¼ lbs.  It was 40” long and had a girth of 19”.  
His monster catch was kept in the bath for a few days 
until he could arrange for it to be preserved and  
indeed for many years it was on display in a glass case in his living room, until he was  
persuaded to give it away.   

Whilst it is certainly a fine fish it comes nowhere near the British record which is currently 
held by Lloyd Watson in respect of a fish caught at a weight of 47lb 5oz, caught on 13  
February 2024 at Chew Valley Lake. 

MONSTER FROM THE DEEP 

A proud Arthur Hale with his ‘Monster  
from the deep’. 
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We all know that after the expense of Christmas 
budgets are always at full stretch. We have 

been “gifted” by one of our lovely advertisers,  
2 x £50.00 ‘Dining Out’ gift cards which we  

are now offering to two lucky winners. The card  
can be redeemed at a selection of restaurants.   

But remember...you need to get your entry  
in before the closing date.

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
VILLAGE VOICE on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 

Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Friday, 23rd January 2026. Good luck!

B M U P C O P I E S H
N R Y Y E L G D E S S
G T A T V C I T I Z I
N S E N I Z A G A M R
I R O T L N E U Z A A
N E Y A L U P M U P
I S O N A L I M I T S
D A N O G O P C M O S
O E T L E C E C I O V
P T U N I A R B L Y C
T C O A W L E E R H T

WIN A 

£50.00 

‘DINING OUT’ 

GIFT 
CARD

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: ‘DINING OUT’ COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL

HIDDEN WORDS
1. VILLAGE
2. COPIES
3. VOICE
4. SEDGLEY
5. OUT
6. THREE
7. PENN
8. DINING
9. COMMUNITY
10. TEASERS
11. MAGAZINES
12. BRAIN
13. LOCAL
14. PUMP
15. HISTORY
16. PARISH
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ROO
FING

ROOFING

07714 899321

E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM

/ / ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING COVERED / / 
/ / FULLY INSURED / /

/ / FREE QUOTES / /

07714 899321
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/ / FREE QUOTES 
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 / / R
OOF REPAIRS / / S

LATE ROOFING

/ / C
LEANING, TILING & REPAIRS  

/ / FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFING

/ / C
URE IT FIBRE GLASS ROOFING   



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 47

ROO
FING

ROOFING

07714 899321

E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM

/ / ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING COVERED / / 
/ / FULLY INSURED / /

/ / FREE QUOTES / /

07714 899321

07714 899321

/ / FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES / // // /ROOFING

ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING

/ / FASCIAS & SOFFITS / / FELT ROOFS

 / / R
OOF REPAIRS / / S

LATE ROOFING

/ / C
LEANING, TILING & REPAIRS  

/ / FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFING

/ / C
URE IT FIBRE GLASS ROOFING   



48 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

2025 has seen the death of a number of well known and respected entertainers across  
television, films, music and more.   The list seems endless but here are just a few:   
 
Actor Robert Redford; actress Diane Keaton; Cosby Show star Malcolm Jamal Warner; 
Black Sabbath frontman Ozzy Osbourne; Twin Peaks co-creator David Lynch; Oscar  
winner Gene Hackman; Gossip Girl star Michelle Trachtenberg; Buck Rogers star Gil 
Gerard; and popular author Sophie Kinsella (of ‘Confessions of a Shopaholic’ fame). 

There was also legendary playwright and screenwriter Tom Stoppard; Reggae pioneer  
Jimmy Cliff;  and the always amusing and highly talented drummer Jellybean Johnson.   
He originally drummed for Flyte Tyme from which Prince later recruited members for his 
new funk-pop group the Time—the band released three albums in the 80s for Prince on  
multiple tours in the early 80s and also appeared in his 1984 film, Purple Rain. 
Prunella Scales, an actress who became a household name playing the long-suffering Sybil 
Fawlty (Fawlty Towers) alongside John Cleese; John Lodge, singer and bassist for The 
Moody Blues who he joined in 1966. 

RIP one and all. 

GONE...BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
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The Abingdon Distillery (Est. 2018) is located at  
Abingdon-on-Thames and has won numerous awards for 
their exceptional productions of spirits. The copper stills, 
which are utilised to a great advantage, were handmade in 
Portugal. No artificial colours, concentrates or flavourings 
are included in the production processes of the small batch  
delectations. The botanicals and casks used are from 
worldwide origins. The bottles are 100% recyclable and 
packaging is free of plastic, as the company is committed 
and dedicated to reducing their carbon footprint and the 
distillery has now become part of a global sustainability 
programme. 
 

Abingdon London Dry Gin (40% vol) utilises eight botanicals in 
its make-up, to bring this hugely popular gin to fruition. Juniper 
forward, plus citrus and sweet spices are amongst the inclusions  
for this production. I found this gin to be outstanding, from the 
enticing bouquet, through the mouth’s pleasure, for flavour and 
taste, to the palate’s delight, which appreciates the long, extended 
finish. Perfect with an Indian tonic water and garnish. 

Wild Oxon Rum (40% vol) from the Abingdon Distillery is a premium spiced rum production that has 
many devotees. White rum is fermented from cane sugar and the process which follows involves  

maceration with orange peel, plus toasted coconut chips, nutmeg, ginger and 
other spices, to produce this excellent pleaser. Nasal senses, taste buds, and 
palate are all ‘tuned in’ to this grand production. Great for cocktails or for 
adding a mixer to. 

Other spirits include several Gins, Pure White Rum, Chocolate Rum and 
more. Tastings, tours, private events, occasions and corporate functions can 
also be booked. The Rum Blending Experiences and Whisky Master Classes 
have become a welcome ‘surprise gift’ for loved ones, or someone special – 
plus connoisseurs too. The Discovery Club and the Founders Club offer 
exclusive benefits and have also grown in popularity. Corporate gifting,  
with customised labels, plus bespoke productions, can be developed and  
launched. Gift boxes and gift vouchers are also available.  Their very  
informative website has all details and information, including stockists. 

Online ordering is available and easy. 

Abingdon Distillery, Coxeter House, 21 – 27 Ock Street, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 5AJ. E-mail: 
hello@abingdondistillery.com Web: www.abingdondistillery.com 

DRINKS:  In the Spirit—Abingdon Distillery 
A review by Trevor Langley 

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 

COMING UP IN THE  
FEBRUARY EDITION:   
“For the love of—Cider” 
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One question that I am frequently asked is whether I can supply the names of  
speakers—granted there are a lot of names available via the internet but what if you 

are not well versed in computers?  Periodically, therefore, we like to publish the names 
and details of a selection of local speakers.  If you are a speaker and would like to be 

included free of charge in a future feature, then please email your details together with 
a current photograph to Gail at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SPEAKER? 

JOHN HOMER  - 
A BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE! 
For many years John has 
been involved with West 
Bromwich Albion, the 
Albion Foundation and 
the Black Country  
Living Museum, and is 
also a founder-member of the ‘ME, MYSELF 
AND I” group which is a dementia support 
group for carers.    

He is a speaker on everything and anything to do 
with the Black Country and local football. 

His talks are a “pot-pourri” of stories, anecdotes, 
jokes, poetry and songs about the Black Country 
and life in general! 
 
For further details of talks available please  
contact John either by: 

Telephone:  01384 236827  
Mobile:  07818 291578  

Email:  johnhomerwba@hotmail.co.uk 

SUSIE MERRILL 

Are you looking for a  
speaker? 

‘From One Pig to Another’ 

A collection of lively  
stories from Susie Merrill about 

her days as one of the first mounted police women 
in London’s Metropolitan Police.   All delivered 

with a characteristic wicked sense of humour.   On 
retirement she moved to the West Midlands to 

marry Richard and become a  
smallholder keeping rare breed pigs on Kinver 

Edge in South Staffordshire. 

Many of her experiences are 
recorded in her autobiography:  
‘Police, Ponies and Husbands  

in-between’. 

Susie Merrill can be  
contacted on  
07831 487648 

Ian M. Bott is a well known Wednesbury antiquarian who is known for his 
love of the ‘macabre side of history’. There are many talks available via Ian 
including: 

‘Black Country Murders’—true tales of gruesome murders. 
‘Lost Mansions of the Black Country’ stories about the many great houses that were 
once a feature of the area. 
‘‘The Midlands Zeppelin Outrage’- 1916 when a squadron of zeppelins were sent to 
bomb Liverpool but instead bombed Midlands industrial towns. 

For a full list of talks and availability please contact Ian on 0121 556 8877. 



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 53

 Max Keen is a retired  
teacher and speaking is his 
profession and being an avid 
historian he does so with the 
utmost of enthusiasm.  There 
are 14 talks to choose from—
here is a small  
selection: 

‘Sir Francis Drake:  England’s Greatest Naval Hero?’ 
‘King John:  The Worst or Most Useful King?’ 
‘Pirates! The Fact and the Fiction’ 
‘Hereward the Wake:  The Last True Englishman?’ 
‘Sir William Marshall:  England’s Greatest Knight?’ 
‘The History of Dudley Castle 1071-1933’ 
 
Each talk features a multimedia projection and 
full period costume...including armour for the 
Henry V and Richard III talks.   
Max can be contacted in a variety of ways: 

Mobile:  07985 747261 
Home:  01299 879841 

Email:  max55@uwclub.net 
Website:  www.keenhistorytalks.com 

Or follow him on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/keenhistorytalks 

TERRY CHURCH 
has been speaking to  
various groups and  
societies for well over 20 
years during which time he 
has given a total of over 
300 talks. 
 
He offers a range of talks including: 
 
‘Village Memories’ - reminiscences of growing up in a 
village on the edge of the Black Country in the 1950s. 
‘1942 A Vintage Year’—a look at how life has changed 
in the last 70 years. 
‘You couldn’t make it up’ – a light hearted look at  
stories that made the news. 
’Lost but not forgotten’- nostalgic reflections of  
Terry’s life at school, work and play. 
‘Radio and Television in the 1950’s and 60’s’-
entertainment as we knew it. 
‘Autograph Collecting’- the history of the signature and 
60 years of collecting them. 
‘57 Black Country Sportsmen’ – sportsmen who have 
made the Black Country proud. This is also the title of 
Terry’s book published in July 2015 (a further volume 
was published in September 2017). 

Terry can be contacted at: 

6 Wharfedale Close, Wall Heath,  
Kingswinford, West Midlands  DY6 9AZ 

Telephone:  01384 292170 
Mobile:  07974 428261 

Email:  terrychurch6@gmail.com 

KAREN EVANS 
After completing a History degree Karen taught in primary schools before  
retiring in 2015.   She then wrote two ‘Grim Almanac’ books for the History  
Press and she is currently writing for Family Tree Magazine on all things  
genealogical.   Her love and enthusiasm for history was the impetus for her  
talks be it Regency dancing or using DNA in her own research.   Karen’s talks 
include: 

‘The Ultimate Black Sheep’—this uncovers an 1823 murder in her family which 
sent her on a thrilling and fascinating journey of discovery. 

‘Where does my family come from?’  Unlocking the secrets of DNA testing—this talk covers areas 
such as understanding how the test works in very general terms. 

‘Dancing in the time of Jane Austen’ - every savage can dance according to Mr Darcy but what 
would he have seen in the ballrooms of the day? 

For a full list of talks available and availability please contact Karen on  
07462 801829 or email her at karenevansdna@gmail.com 
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On the night of 31st January 1916 two Zeppelin airships – 
L19 and L21—set out to bomb Liverpool but lost their 
way and ended up in the West Midlands. 

Commanded by Max Dietrich, L21 unleashed a series of  
high explosive and incendiary bombs on both Waterloo 
and Union Streets in Tipton causing a considerable 
amount of damage and a number of casualties, before  
then dropping bombs along the nearby railway line and 
into Bradley. This was the first time that German airships 
had attacked the Black Country and there was a great  
deal of outrage, especially when it was revealed that  
three generations of the same family had perished in  
the bombing. 

Whilst her husband Thomas Morris went to the cinema  
in Owen Street, his wife Sarah Jane took two of their 
children Nellie (8) and Martin (11) to visit her parents 
William and Mary Greensill at their home at 8 Union 
Street.  When the bombs fell Thomas rushed back from 
the cinema only to find that his in-laws’ house had been 
destroyed and they, his wife and two children lay dead in 
the rubble.  Others who were killed included youngsters 

George Onions (12) and Frederick Yates 
(9) as well as local estate agent Thomas 
Church and shoemaker Arthur Edwards. 

Also killed were Benjamin Goldie,  
Elizabeth Cartwright, Annie Wilkinson, 
Daniel Whitehouse and Louisa York.  Two 
others who died were William and Maud 
Fellows.  Although not related they were 
planning to get engaged and were walking 
along the canal towpath in Bradley when a 
high explosive bomb exploded just in front of them.  William was killed outright and Maud was to die  
a few days later in hospital.  The photograph (above right) shows a scene from the canal in Tipton.  The 
building on the extreme right is the Globe Inn which had all its windows blown out.   Today of course 
there is no sign of the canal (it was filled in several decades ago). 

A second Zeppelin—L19—came over Tipton about 12.20am on 1st February, attracted no doubt by the 
fires caused by the initial attack.  Several bombs were dropped along Park Lane causing substantial 
damage to a number of buildings (including destroying the Bush Inn where the licensee and his family 

31st January 1916:   
THE NIGHT THE ZEPPELINS  

BOMBED TIPTON 

The Greensill house in Union Street, Tipton 
after a bomb from a zeppelin had exploded 
killing three generations of the same family. 
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had a narrow escape) but, fortunately, there were no further casualties.  A final bomb was dropped on 
the canal bank close to the junction of Union Street and Factory Street although again no injuries were 
reported.  From here L19 travelled to Walsall where it caused havoc, dropping a number of high  
explosive and incendiary devices on the town centre before then departing back across country towards 
the Channel and home. 

Unfortunately for Loewe and his crew the airship suffered engine trouble  
and was then hit by anti-aircraft fire in Holland. With three of its four  
engines disabled L19 floated back over the North Sea where it finally ditched 
in the water.  The crew were seen by a British 
trawler but the captain refused to pick up the 
stranded Germans and they perished at sea.  This 
episode drew a great deal of condemnation of the 
actions of the trawler’s captain.    In memory of 
the victims of the Zeppelin raid Tipton Civic  
Society organised for a distinctive Blue Plaque 
(seen right) to be affixed to the wall of H.C.  
Pullinger & Son (now occupied by Shear  
Elegance).  The building stands on the site of the 
Globe Inn which was one of those buildings that suffered substantial damage 
in the raid.   In addition, the Society also arranged for a memorial Roll of 
Honour (above left) to be displayed in Tipton Library alongside the existing 

commemorative boards to those soldiers who lost their lives in the First World War. 
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1. Tennis. 

2. Water (or rather H₂O) 

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush. 

4. Long time no see. 

5. Tennessee 

6. Apparently there is a dog in the  
image. 

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo. 

8. Inkstand 

 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.      

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 22nd August 2025 

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing).  

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are: 

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton 
 

You can find this month’s competition on page 36. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE  
BRAINTEASERS IN THE 
SEPTEMBER EDITION. 

1.  The answer to this is very simple.  The only statement that can be correct is C. 

2.  Kronenberg was 90p a half pint and Fosters was £1.00.  The first man put down a £1 coin and so he 
could have wanted either brand.  The second man put down a 50p, two 20p pieces and a 10p piece—so 
he obviously wanted the £1 drink (Fosters). 

3.  The next letter in the sequence is ‘S’.  They are all the initial letters of numbers—One, Two, Three 
etc. 

4.  This is all a question of word semantics.  You can only run half-way into a wood—after that you are 
running out of it! 

5.  It’s easy if you say what you see!   The answer is A STEP BACKWARDS. 

 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the DECEMBER edition was FAMILY  

which was misspelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a  
FAMILY PASS to the ODEON CINEMA, Merry Hill, Dudley are: 

 

MRS CAROL CURRIEN of Sedgley and NORMA HURST of Sedgley  
 

You can find this month’s competition on page 44. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.        

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Thursday, 22nd January 2026 

Congratulations to KEVIN PHILLIPS of LOWER GORNAL who 
was the lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the DECEMBER 

2025 edition. 

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the DECEMBER edition was 

FAMILY which was mispelt. The two lucky winners who each receive a  
FAMILY PASS to the ODEON CINEMA, MERRY HILL, DUDLEY are:

MRS CAROL CURRIEN of SEDGLEY and
NORMA HURST of SEDGLEY       

You can find this month’s competition on page 44.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualified.  
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.
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1. Tennis. 

2. Water (or rather H₂O) 

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush. 

4. Long time no see. 

5. Tennessee 

6. Apparently there is a dog in the  
image. 

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo. 

8. Inkstand 

 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.      

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 22nd August 2025 

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing).  

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are: 

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton 
 

You can find this month’s competition on page 36. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE  
BRAINTEASERS IN THE 
SEPTEMBER EDITION. 

16 years, 12 years and 8 years. 

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The 
answer is UP TO NO GOOD 

 

 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY 

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a  
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are: 

 
MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY  

 
You can find this month’s competition on page 12. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  

disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  
by the closing date. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.        

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 19th December 2025 

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition. 

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B! 

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the  
six miles. 

The answer is ONE WORD 

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition. 

WIN 
TWO

TICKETS TO

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two 
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have 
to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The 
Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,  

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on   
Thursday, 22nd January 2026 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to KEVIN PHILLIPS of  
LOWER GORNAL who was the lucky winner of the 
two tickets on offer in the DECEMBER 2025 edition.
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On the 257, heading for another day at the desk—or even worse, dithering on the Amblecote 
sports field—what were those adverts along the bus interior?  Oh, clever, that! ‘OOZ  

GOING TO THE ZOO?’  Dudley, of course.  But 
what was ‘208 Metres’?  Luxembourg?  Wireless!  
Better try that particularly when Dick Barton had 
gone from the BBC.  Ah, but wait a jiff— Noel 
Johnson, the first of 3 Bartons, was on Luxembourg 
as Dan Dare!  Sponsored by HORLICKS,  
remembers friend, Dave. 

Courtesy of a gift of a complimentary ticket I  
went to the Civic Hall, Wolverhampton, to see the  
excellent Ken Mackintosh and his Orchestra  
making two recordings for broadcasting on Radio 
Luxembourg. 

The legendary Geoffrey Everitt introduced the 
shows—no doubt improving the purchase of  
LYONS RED LABEL TEA no end. 

Interestingly, although I was not to know it then,  
saxophonist Ken’s trombone section probably  
included Stourbridge’s Bobby Johnson, and also 
Gordon Langhorne, who as Don Lang and his  
Frantic Five 

later recorded TV’s ‘Six Five Special’ theme. 

It is possible that by many a fireside there are folk  
who can still spell Bristol’s Keynsham, after hearing, 
night after night, the rather plodding voice of Mr  
Horace Batchelor advising us to try his Infra-Draw 
Method of football pool selection.  His style became  
an institution—just like ‘RADIO LUXEMBOURG,  
208 METRES, MEDIUM WAVE—The Station of  
the Stars. 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
“Thinks, thanks to Horlicks!” 

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath   
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

The hugely popular Gene Crowley  
famous for ‘Music in the Morning’ on  

pre-War Radio Luxembourg also  
sponsored by Horlicks. 

Photo by Graham Beckley of a family heirloom. 
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  DUDLEY PROBUS 
CLUB  

lunch meetings are held on the 2nd  
Thursday in the month starting at 12.30pm 

and are held at The Lodge, Wellington 
Road, Dudley DY1 1RD.    

Coming up… 
 

12 February—Alex Hunt,  
Artisan Cheesemonger 

12 March – Colin Knipe ‘Teddy Gray’s— 
A Dudley Institution’ 

9 April—Mark McLaughlin ‘For God & 
Country:  History of a  Dudley Mission 

Church’ 
14 May—Kate Davies from Dudley  

Trading Standards talks about ‘Preventing 
Scams’ 

11 June—Jack Williams—’Animal 
 Conservation at Dudley Zoo’ 

9 July—Bingo Session with caller Anne 
Jennings 

13 August—Annual Club Quiz with  
quizmaster Allen Round 

10 September—Annual General Meeting 
8 October and 12 November—speakers to 

be advised 
10 December—Christmas Social with  

entertainment. 

Further details can be obtained by emailing 
dudleyprobus@gmail.com  

or by visiting the Dudley Probus website. 
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  IT’S WRITE HERE 
It’s Write Here is a writing group  

who meet at Coseley Library,  
Castle Street, Coseley WV14 9DW  

on the 4th Thursday of every month at 
11.00am-1.00pm.   

Pens and paper are provided and there  
is complimentary tea and coffee  

organised by the Library.    
 

If you are interested in creative writing,  
expression or discussion of books,  

individual and collaborative  
works and ideas then we would love  

to have you join our group. 

For further information please  
telephone the Library on  

01384 812775 or email them at  
coseley.library@gll.org 

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL 
BE IN THE FEBRUARY 2026  

EDITION AND THE COPY  
DEADLINE IS Thursday, 22nd  

January 2026. 
Don’t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.  Please send your 
details via email to Gail at 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

www.sedgleylocalhistory.org.uk  
(also on Facebook) 

Schoolteachers, Andrew Barnett and Trevor 
Genge were co-founders of the Society in 1984.  

Andrew launched the Sedgley Local History 
Museum (closed 2004) and Trevor published 

five books on the Sedgley Manor villages.  
Both were avid researchers and staunch  

supporters of  conservation projects.  Coming 
up... 

THURSDAY 12TH FEBRUARY – 7:30pm 
History of Dudley Castle:  Max Keen dresses up 

and plays characters to vividly take us through  
centuries of castle life. 

 
THURSDAY 12TH MARCH – 7:30 pm 

Rogues, Villains & Peaky Blinders: Corinne  
Brazier has researched the real lives of  

Birmingham’s criminals and gangsters.  The  
amazing true stories beat fiction! 

 
THURSDAY 14TH MAY – 7:30 pm 
Annual General Meeting followed by 

Early Years at Soho:  Mary Bodfish celebrates 
industrialist Matthew Boulton and his famous 
Smethwick works culminating in the historic 

partnership with engineer/inventor James Watt. 
 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
Individual talks—£2.00 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 
27 Bilston Street, Sedgley DY3 1JA 
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  DDUUDDLLEEYY  SSEENNIIOORR  RRAAMMBBLLEERRSS  

 

 

 

 

Dudley Senior Ramblers are an  
active rambling group for the over  

50s which meets every second  
Wednesday of the month from  

different start points within a 10-15  
mile radius of Dudley.  The walks  
are approximately 5-7 miles long. 

The group usually conclude the  
walks towards the end of November  

and will resume again  in February 2026.  
As such they are actively recruiting new 

members for 2026.   

If this is of interest to you, please contact  
Jayne Keay (Members’ Secretary) at 

mjkeay@btinternet.com 

SEDGLEY MORNING  
TOWNSWOMENS GUILD 

The Guild meet at 10.00am on the first 
Thursday of every month at  

Beacon Centre for the Blind,  
Wolverhampton Road East  

WV4 6AZ. 

This is a friendly group whose aim is to  
provide interesting speakers, fun activities 

and day trips.    

There is a lot coming up in the New Year so 
be sure to look out for the January Parish 

Pump when we will be able to  
pass on details of future speakers. 

The Guild are always delighted to welcome  
new members and the first two visits are  

absolutely FREE.   So why not give it a go 
and see if this is for you—it is the perfect 
way to meet different people and make  

new friends. 
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SEDGLEY ACTIVE RETIREMENT GROUP  
meet every Thursday morning at Sedgley Community Centre,  

Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA  
from 10.00am-12.00 noon (term time only). 

 
COMING UP...   

JANUARY 
15th—Easter Island by speaker Caroline Page 

22nd—Post Christmas Lunch at the Lodge 
29th—The Golden Age of Radio by speaker Roger Browne 

FEBRUARY 
5th—1000 Kilometer Stroll, South East Coastal Path by speaker Alan Peace 

12th—China—Land of Pandas and Dragons by speaker Ray Sturdy 
19th HALF TERM 

26th – Carry on Remembering by speaker Rose Cook Monk 

MARCH 
5th—Stourbridge Glass Industry by speaker Dr Kate Round 

12th—ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
19th—Richard III—Monster, The Myth & the Man by speaker Mary Bodfish 

26th—Suffragists & Suffragettes by speaker Emma Spencer 

New Members are always welcome and the first two sessions are free.  
For further information, please contact  

Stuart Lawley on 
01902 882973 

 HHAAPPPPYY  NNEEWW  YYEEAARR    
ttoo  aallll  oouurr  wwoonnddeerrffuull  rreeaaddeerrss,,  aaddvveerrttiisseerrss,,  ddeessiiggnneerrss,,    

pprriinntteerrss  aanndd  ddiissttrriibbuuttoorrss——wwiitthhoouutt  yyoouu  wwee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  

hheerree!!    HHaavvee  aa  vveerryy  hhaappppyy,,  hheeaalltthhyy  aanndd  pprroossppeerroouuss  22002266..  
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OUR SERVICE

BOOK NOW
01384 259555
www.summitgarage.co.uk
413-415 Himley Rd, DY3 2RA

Summit
Garage
OUR USED CARS
Over 40 cars in stock
Minimum 15 Months
Warranty on every car
New 12 Month MOT
Finance available
Px’s Welcome

Service and MOT’s
Brakes & Supension
Official MG Warranty
& Service Centre

1945-2025


