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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
FREE PARKING

TEL:  01384 295660
www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

UP TO £1000 PART 
EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FRIENDLY FREE 
DELIVERY TO A ROOM 

OF YOUR CHOICE

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD BED
FINANCE AVAILABLE

WE WON’T  BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE!

Massive Winter 
Sale Now On!

MASSIVE SHOWROOM 
AND STOCK CLEARANCE 
AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

Starts 27th December 
10.30am  -  Savings up to 75%!

Come and see our amazing offers, 
while stocks last,  immediate delivery!

Lift 
and Rise 
chairs all 
reduced!
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO

75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!
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STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 
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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD 
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION 
OF SMALL BUSINESSES IN THIS ISSUE

4 Win 2 x tickets to the Robin Club in Bilston
6,16,28,40 It’s A Fact!
18 Wombourne Tyres have very kindly let us have a voucher 
 for £50 o�  a set of four new tyres.
34 Brainteasers
38 Read about the Christmas Present Drop. All donations of 
 children’s toys will be gratefully received by Jutz Cutz in   
 Wombourne.
42-43 For our Wordsearch competition this month, our good 
 friends at the Odeon Cinema, Merry Hill have very kindly   
 given us 2 x family passes to give away. Will you be a winner?
48-49 Our Charity Focus this month is the Samaritans.  
53 Rock the Mistletoe is a newly formed band who have   
 dedicated their time and e� ort free of charge to come up   
 with a song. All in aid of children’s charities.
56 Brainteasers Answers
58-61 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is 
FRIDAY, 19th DECEMBER 2025. Entries received after this date 
will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

Christmas is, of course, almost upon us and the 
annual frenzy of buying presents has well and 
truly started – indeed, some of the “Christmas” sales 
actually began in October! If, however, you can put aside all the 
commercialism that abounds, Christmas can still remain a time 
of quiet re� ection with the family. Many of us strive to keep the 
familiar Christmas customs such as decorating the Christmas tree, 
a roast turkey lunch and even the King’s Speech. Indeed, even 
those that go abroad at this time of year still often look forward 
to maintaining the old traditions with Christmas trees and turkey 
sandwiches on the beach!

Wherever you are have a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 
and Peaceful New Year.

Gail   

Cover story
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Sedgley 
Gornal
Coseley

DON’T MISS OUT ON 
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies 
of this edition of Village Voice

are delivered throughout 
Wombourne, Swindon, 

Penn and Kinver. 
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area. 
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy 

deadline for the JANUARY 2026
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is 

THURSDAY, 18th DECEMBER
2025. Please book your space 
early to avoid disappointment.

DO YOU RUN A 
NON PROFIT MAKING 

CLUB OR SOCIETY? 
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 

WIN
TWOTICKETS TO THE ROBININ BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two tickets up 
for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have to do 

to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at 

The Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 
Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on 

   Friday, 19th December 2025 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of Tipton who 
was the lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.
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Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers
it

’s
 a

 fa
c

t!
 

 George Matthew Atkinson, formerly of Green Hill Farm, Wombourne,  
appeared at Manchester County Police Court in 1920 accused of bigamy.   
His wife gave evidence that they had married on 1st June 1907 but separated 
four years later.  During the First World War he served overseas in the Army 
but when he returned on leave in 1915 they lived together for three days.  She 
said that they last spoke in March 1919.  The next witness was Alice Harper, a 
domestic servant, who said that she had known Atkinson since 1910 and that 
on 26th August 1918 she had “married” him.  In his defence Atkinson said that 
he thought that being separated for seven years automatically annulled the 
marriage. 

There was an interesting advertisement in the Wolverhampton Chronicle &  
Staffordshire Advertiser in August 1866.  In the Situations Vacant column was the 
following job vacancy:  “Rabbit catcher—wanted, a married man to catch rabbits, 
overlook plantations and work on farm; wife to manage poultry.  Good characters 
indispensable—Address:  G., Post Office, Kinver”. 
In September 1833 the Red Lion in Wombourne was put up for auction.  The 
main building comprised (according to the details) “a large sitting kitchen with a 
bar behind the same and parlour, back kitchen, spacious clubroom, with suitable 
bed-rooms and two good cellars”.  A number of outbuildings were also  
included—a stable, brewhouse and workshop “that may be converted into  
stabling for six horses at trifling expense”.  The property was set in a half acre 
garden well stocked with fruit trees. 
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CONTEMPORARYTRADITIONALCLASSICMODERN

› Up to 50% less than a new fully
fitted kitchen

› Replacement kitchen doors
› Cost e�ective made to measure solution
› Worktops and appliances
› Quick installation in 2-3 days by

local professionals

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1  KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

SAVE £600 WITH
A FREE OVEN & HOB
O�er runs from 1st October to 31st December 2025.
Terms and Conditions apply. O
er only applies to selected ovens and hobs. 
Participating showrooms only.

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley, DY8 5NA

01384 956119
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country
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3+1+1 �
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 3+1+1��
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£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk
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North�eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer
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North�eld B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY
B U Y  S O FA S  D I R E C T

All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 
B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
 FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

12mm Laminate
fl ooring from

£39.99 per pack

LVT Plank or
Herringbone fl ooring

from £32.99sq/mt

Luxury Carpets 
for any room

from £11.99sq/mt

FREE UNDERLAY ON
ALL CARPETS OVER

£17.99sq/mt

Jodie
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399 

3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Caroline 
3+2 £1279 

3+1+1 £1399 

Lucy Corner
£1799

Lucy 
3+2 £1599

3+1+1 £1999 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP

01384 958 793
Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,

Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

ORDER NOW FOR GUARANTEED  PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

Caroline  
3+2  £1,279

3+1+1  £1,399

Lucy Corner  
£1,799

Jodie  
3+2 was £1,649 NOW £1,399
3+1+1 was £1,849 NOW £1,599

Lucy  
3+2  £1,599

3+1+1  £1,999
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1 �

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group�
3+2��

£1399�
3+1+1�

£1799

Monza Group�
3+2�

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1��

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group�
3 + 2 �

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1��

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk
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Why Choose Rings Security 
Shutters and Gates Ltd?
l  Full Range of Products
l  Aesthetically Pleasing, 

Mechanically Efficient
l  Fully Trained Staff  
l  Adding Protection and Value
l  Compliant to industry Standards
l  Colours, Sizes and Operation 

Flexible to Customer

GARAGE DOORS 
ROLLER SHUTTERS 
TRELLIS GATES

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Nationwide 
Emergency Cover

24 Hours 
365 Days a year

In 1895 the Earl of Dudley commissioned a technical  
survey to see whether large deposits of coal were to be 
found beneath his land beyond the western fringe of the 
Black Country coalfield.  The report suggested that coal 
was to be found there—but at a significantly lower depth 
than in other areas.  Despite this finding the Earl decided to 
investigate further and test borings began in November 1896 in Baggeridge Wood.   The borings proved 
unsuccessful as the bore rods broke, leaving the diamond tipped rods (worth £200 each) lost deep  
underground.  A second test boring was made some distance away and this proved that a sizeable coal 
seam was present some 600 yards below the surface.  Work immediately began in clearing the site and 
in February the first shaft of what was to become Baggeridge Colliery was sunk.  The process of  
making the boring was slow and tortuous with a number of problems having to be overcome before,  
in July 1902 the first seam of coal was discovered. 
Similar problems (including flooding and roof collapses) occurred when the second shaft was sunk in 
1910 and for a long time it seemed that the Earl’s investment in the enterprise was doomed to failure.  
However, such was the ingenuity and determination of the colliery teams that solutions were found and 
the Baggeridge Colliery became one of the largest and most productive pits in the country, producing 
coal in prestigious amounts until its closure in 1968. 

DIGGING DEEP 
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GLASTONBURY AND BONE’S
PURRFECT BLACK COUNTRY CRIMBO

Glastonbury and Bone’s Purrfect 
Black Country Crimbo Living 
Spake special edition is part of the 
Glastonbury Tails Picture book 
series about the adventures of the 
Highly Lovable Cats and tells the 
tale of how Glastonbury and Bone 
rescue the APP’s (Amanda and 
Peter Panda) who are trapped in a 
huge snow drift on their way to the 
Crimbo Market to buy their Crimbo 
Bamboo; eventually they are 
rescued by Glastonbury and Bone 
with some help from the Thai Hares 

who are a special form of Kung Fu Tyre fi tters 
next to Grease Monkeys Garage and drive 
around in a Bright Yellow Pick Up truck. The 
Book also contains a special Crimbo Version 
of the Glastonbury Song.  Also available in the 
Glastonbury Tails series is the Festive Time 
Fettlers picture book where the Glastonbury, 
Bone and the Bargies travel back in time to 
a Victorian Crimbo Market aboard the Time 
Rattler Canal barge. 

with some help from the Thai Hares 

of the Glastonbury Song.  Also available in the 

All around the Wrekin, the dark side of the Bonk is the latest  Picture book in the Glastonbury 
Tails series and tells the tale of how the crazy critter crew are called upon in a mission to save 
the famous Spanner Bridge from collapsing into the River Severn far away from home on the 
Dark side of the Bonk. 

Moley Moley the Black Country Cahnsul’s mining  expert 
has been using AS (Artifi cial Saftness) to develop 
stronger Hexagonal shapes for pot holes with the help 
of Professor Buzz Word. Introducing the new Improver 
Apprentice ‘Rattle Can’ and Badgerridge and Brockma, 
the Cahnsul Snoopers, to the team. Grease Monkey, 
Glastonbury, Bone and all the crazy critter crew from 
the Glastonbury Tails picture book series wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Keep an eye 
out for the new book called ‘1966’ – coming out soon.  

Living Spake Special Edition
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info@fi x4uroofi ngandbuilding.co.uk www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

&  B U I L D I N G
S E R V I C E S  LT D

ROOFING
4 U

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers, 
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional 
and cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We also offer:      Building Work      Damp Proofi ng
Paving & Drives      Landscaping

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL KINDS OF HOME IMPROVEMENTS
● 14 day cooling off period  ●   Free estimates  ●   No deposits

● £5 million liability insurance  ●  All work guaranteed

 

 

 

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

ROOFING
4 U4 U

FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

info@fi x4uroofi ngandbuilding.co.uk

01902 581 522
Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

 KILLED FOR HIS BELIEFS 
Born in Wombourne in 1558, John Sugar 
was always something of a rebel.  The son 
of a priest, Sugar went to St Mary’s Hall, 
Oxford but left without taking a degree— 
it is said that he would not take the Oath  
of Supremacy which he needed to in order 
to have a degree conferred upon him. 
He was ordained into the Church of England 
and he moved to Cannock where he was  
given a parish to serve.  Unfortunately,  
however, he soon found that the Protestant 
way of doing things was not to his liking and 
so—in 1601—he went off to the English  
College at Douai in northern France in order 
to become a Roman Catholic priest. 
He returned to England at a time when the 
practising of Catholicism was still illegal and 
in 1603—after he had preached a particularly 

strident sermon—he was  
arrested at Rowington in  
Warwickshire together with  
a man called Robert 
Greswell.  Both men were 
taken to Warwick where they 
were imprisoned without trial 
for almost a year.  Then, after 
a very short hearing at which 
neither of them were allowed 
to speak on their own behalf, 
both Sugar (for being a priest) and Greswell 
(for assisting him) were condemned to death 
by hanging.  On 16th July 1604 both were 
taken to the gallows and hanged, although it 
is said that Sugar was cut down before he 
was completely dead and that he only died 
two hours later. 
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Declutter your physical space
I’ll help you tackle the jobs you’ve 
been hiding from; whether it’s 
organising one cupboard, one 
room or the entire house.

Organise & store your belongings
I’ll create systems and processes 
that work for you and your family. 
I’ll optimise your space by 
devising space-saving storage 
products or display solutions.

Redesign your head space
I’ll encourage you to focus 
mindfully on redesigning your 
environment, allowing you to 
gain more clarity on what’s 
important in your life and what 
you can let go of.

Get in touch today:
katherine@sortmyspace.co.uk

07914 612531
sortmyspace.co.uk
  @sortmyspaceuk

Engage Katherine Blackler 
to help you to consciously 
create a calm, welcoming 
and organised space to 
live or work in 3 key steps

Quote VILLAGE VOICE for a 50% discount 
on your consultation until 31 January 2026

SortMySpace_VillageVoiceAd.indd   1 16/09/2025   09:49



16 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

OAP
Discount

1-2 Hour

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

650921

12 Month

Excludes
blockages

Speak to
us

today!

Emergency
Response
time!

Guarantee
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in
Wombourne,
Swindon, Penn, Kinver
and all surrounding
areas.

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

01902 690 935

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 In 1978 three charities designed to assist youngsters from Enville with their  
education were combined into a single organisation known as the Enville 
Education Charity.   The first which was established by Edward Gravenor  
in 1654 was Enville Grammar School, a free school for six boys from poor  
families within the parish.  It was initially financed to the tune of £5 per  
annum from rent collected from land at Swindon.  Later a Sunday School  
was added and the number of pupils increased to 35—15 of whom were  
supported financially by Lord Stamford.  This total had grown to 63 including 
20 girls) when it became a National School.   The other two charities were  
Henry Grey’s fund for apprentices and the Peter Lafargue fund for  
providing books for local schoolchildren. 
A sad event occurred in Swindon in July 1866 when a young boy, Thomas Carter 
(14) was killed.  He had been raking weeds out of the pool beside the waterwheel at 
the Watkin’s Ironworks when he fell in.  He became trapped between the water-
wheel and the mill wall and when his body was rescued it was found that his head 
had been crushed.   An inquest was held at the Old Bush Inn at Swindon and the  
jury passed a verdict of “found dead”. 

There was an unusual vehicle collision in Warstones Road, Penn in April 1971.  
The crash – between a milk float and a council lawn mower—resulted in the 
police, ambulance and fire brigade all being called to the scene of the accident.  
Although the mower was badly damaged injuries caused to the driver—George 
Brown—were only of a minor nature. 



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 17

Our Services include:
● Block Paving
● Tarmac Drives (Red Or Black)

● Paths & Patios
● Fencing
● Gravelling
● Brick Walls

07780 528 555 or 01384 943226   
www.jandbpavinglandscapes.co.uk 

Email: jandbpavingandlandscapes@gmail.com

J & B PAVING & LANDSCAPING

Security Post Experts in the West Midlands

SECURITY POST SPECIALISTS IN THE 
WEST MIDLANDS & SURROUNDING AREAS

Trusted Supply & Installation of Security Posts for Driveways 
& Car Parks in the West Midlands & Surrounding Areas

Mobile: 07445 115084   Freephone: 0800 747 1215
Email: deltaposts@outlook.com   www.deltasecurityposts.co.uk

Experienced
Specialists

High quality
installations

Strong
products

Free
site surveys

DELTA
SECURITY POSTS
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

 

Our good friends down at Wombourne Tyres, have 
very kindly given us a Gift Voucher which enables 

the lucky winner to £50.00 off a set of four new tyres. 
 

There is not even a question to answer!  Just drop 
your name, address and telephone number to either 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
or in the post to: 

Wombourne Tyres Competition, Forge House, 
50 Redhall Road, Gornal Wood, Dudley DY3 2NL 

or via our website  
www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 

The competition will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December. 

 
GOOD LUCK! 

 

G I V E A W A Y! 
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813 High Street
Kingswinford | DY6 8AD
waldrons.co.uk ǀ 01384 888 771
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Giving you Peace of Mind
Meet our Wills & Probate Team
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“Where Detail Makes a Difference”
est 2013 01902 897899

Wishing customers old and new 
a very Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year
Thank you everyone for your 
support during the past year
Phil, Ryan, Izzy and Jack

Christmas
OPENING HOURS

Normal opening times apply between 
Monday 15th to Saturday 20th December

Sunday 21st – appointments only with Phil 10.00am-
2.00pm through direct message or       bookings

Monday 22nd – 8.30am-6.30pm

Tuesday 23rd – 8.30am-6.30pm

Wednesday 24th  – 7.30am-2.00pm

25th – 28th – CLOSED

Monday 29th – 8.30am-6.00pm

Tuesday 30th – 8.30am-6.00pm

31st – 1st – CLOSED

Friday 2nd January normal hours

appointments only with Phil 10.00am-
2.00pm through direct message or       bookings2.00pm through direct message or       bookings2.00pm through direct message or       bookings2.00pm through direct message or       bookings2.00pm through direct message or       bookings

Laptop and PC repair
Residential and businesssupport

Laptop and PC equipmentavailable to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?
We offer a remote and onsite solutionfor your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORTAND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

THURSDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

FRIDAY – 8.30AM - 6.00PM

SATURDAY – 7.30AM - 4.00PM

SUNDAY – CLOSED

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM

We now offer 

Groom’s Party 

Wedding Preparation 

Packages (Gold, Silver 

and Page Boy) – 

ask for further 

details.

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY – 8.30AM - 5.30PM
Appointmentsonly on Thursdays between 6.00pm and 7.30pm

Services Offered:• Kitchen Cleans • Bathroom Cleans  • Mopping 
 • Dusting, Polishing  • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen • Deep Cleans • Window Cleaning

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.

DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business

supportLaptop and PC equipment

available to buy

IT Again
Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution

for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT

AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

4A STATION ROAD, WOMBOURNE WV5 9EL
pr_barbershop PRbarbershop PhilTHEBarberPhilbarber92@gmail.com

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook
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DAY TOURS

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN COMPANY

PICKING UP THROUGHOUT 
WOLLASTON, WORDSLEY, WALL HEATH 

KINGSWINFORD
PLUS Wombourne & Kinver for Holidays

nternational Travel Ltd

Sun 25 Jan Stamford & Peterborough £25
Sat 31 Jan Welshpool & Oswestry £24
Sat 7 Feb Liverpool £26
Sat 14 Feb Snowdrops at Rode Hall £30
Sat 21 Feb Leighton Buzzard & Aylesbury £25

Tue 16 Dec Broadway Festive Lights £24
Sat 20 Dec Worcester Xmas Tree Trail £17
Thu 1 Jan New Year Tour & Lunch £51
Sat 3 Jan Lichfield & MacArthur Glen £20
Sat 10 Jan Banbury & Stratford-Upon-Avon £23

QUALITY HOLIDAYS 2026

Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions.

16 Jan WINTER WARMER IN TORQUAY 4 days £375
1 Feb CHESTER 2 days £190
16 Feb EARLY SPRING IN BOURNEMOUTH 5 days £400
8 Mar VICTORIAN LUXURY—ISLE OF WIGHT 5days £690
17 Mar SIDMOUTH IN SPRINGTIME 5 days £520
30 Mar ISLES OF SCILLY 5 days £980
9 Apr DUTCH FLOWERS & WINDMILLS 5 days £875
20 Apr HARROGATE & YORKSHIRE DALES 5 days £590
11 May KENTISH GOLD 5 days £600
7 June HEXHAM & NORTHERN MAGIC 5 days £600
15 June ST AGNES & CORNISH GEMS 7 days £795

For a brochure or to book 01299 402989
 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

 info@phillipstravel.co.uk
 www.phillipstravel.co.uk

With the cold weather now upon us it is worth-
while remembering that fish in garden ponds 
are particularly vulnerable to predation from 
herons. 
The number of herons in the areas has over the 
years increased dramatically and with food harder 
to come by they are now often seen trying to  
take fish from garden ponds.  Many of these  
unwelcome visitors are juvenile birds and as well 
as feeding their hunger, they also practice their hunting techniques.  The result is they may 
well kill a lot more fish than they actually need.  The best way of thwarting these killing 
machines is to cover the pond with a net.  It is also worthwhile trying to make sure that there 
is not a clear ‘flight path’ into the pond (they are such big birds that they need a lot of room 
to land safely). 
There have been a few reports of another ace fisherman—the Kingfisher—making an  
appearance in a few local gardens.  Whilst it is always thrilling see such a beautiful  
creature it too can easily clear a pond of fish within minutes.  To reduce the likelihood of  
this happening make sure that there are no obvious perches from which the bird could  
launch itself. 

DON’T FORGET TO CARE FOR YOUR FISH! 
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CRM PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

● Landscaping
●  Driveways

●  Fencing
●  Plastering Services

●  General property 
Maintenance

Based in Wombourne
All jobs around the home undertaken
07845 817060

Millscraig5@gmail.com

Services Offered:

• Kitchen Cleans

 • Bathroom Cleans 

 • Mopping 

 • Dusting, Polishing 

 • Vacuuming 

 • Changing Bed Linen

 • Deep Cleans

 • Window Cleaning

   07873 707740

Providing a professional, quality, reliable service.
DBS checked, insured and references available

Lisa’s Cleaning Services

lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

DARTS, POOL TABLE 
& OTHER PUB GAMES

10P BACK FOR 
EVERY £1 SPENT 

LOYALTY 
CARD

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

LIVE SPORT

EVERY WEEK

LIVE  MUSIC&
ENTERTAINMENT

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06
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07714 899321

E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM
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/ / FREE QUOTES / /
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Hearing Aids
Ear Wax Removal
Tinnitus Support
Noise Protection

Family Run Clinics
60 Day Money Back Guarantee
0% Finance Available
Lifetime Aftercare

We offer FREE Hearing
Assessments

YYYYour our llocaocall
iiinnnnnnndddddddeeeeepppppppeeeeennnnnnndddddddeeeeennnnnnnttttttt hhhhhhheeeeeaaaaarrrrriiinnnnnnnggggggg

ccaarere pproviroviddeerr

Your local
independent hearing

care provider
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Tel: 01902 894613
45 Planks Lane, Wombourne, WV5 8DX

Email: spinesclinic@hotmail.co.uk
Web: www.spinesphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk

Adam Chamberlain      Kyle Perkins

Treatments offered include Physiotherapy, 
Acupuncture, Exercise, Electrotherapy

and Massage.
Clinic established in Wombourne in 1990. 

Medico Legal work undertaken.
Recognised by most major Insurance Companies.

Member of the Health Professionals Council.
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 Over the years it has been “all change” when it comes to the names of many 
of the areas and streets of Wombourne—just consider these: 
Of all the roads in Wombourne, School Road has probably had the most names.  At  
various times it has been Bobbington Road, Wombourne Lane, Vicarage Lane, 
School Lane and, from the 1930s, School Road. 
On modern-day maps it is called Battlefield Hill but in 
the past this part of the A449 was known both as Red 
Lion Hill (after the pub seen right) and Stourbridge 
Road. 
Until the Second World War, Church Road in  
Wombourne was called Over Street. 
Carriers Fold was named after the Carrier family who, 
for many years, ran a number of businesses from the premises.  Most notable was 
their role as the village undertakers and coffin-makers. 
Maypole was named after the Maypole pub which once stood on the site where  
Maypole House now stands.  At one time Maypole Street and Gravel Hill were known 
as Windmill Bank Street (although frequently it was referred to just as ‘The Bank’. 
The High Street was once called Moisies Hall Street, although again locals frequently 
just called it ‘The Street’. 
The east end of the High Street is still sometimes referred to as Smallbrook although 
in the past it rejoiced in the names of ‘Townsend’ and ‘Sodom’. 
Ounsdale was originally called Hollendene meaning that it was a valley where holly 
grew. 
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Bespoke 
Denture 
Services
Megan Tilley  
Clinical Dental Technician
Dip CDT RCSEd RDT
GDC Number: 282591

“Quality dentures direct to the public”

SERVICES

Full and partial dentures
Home visits
Free consultation
Denture repairs
Denture cleaning

Introducing 
Your Local Hygienist 
Pat Hughes
Caring dentist Sandra Ferreira has been 
joined by popular hygienist Pat Hughes 
to offer you a first class dental team.   

Our new hygienist Pat Hughes is really well 
known locally having worked in Ashby for 
many years. Now Pat has joined Sandra to 
deliver motivational hygienist services to 
Measham Dental’s loyal and growing patient 
base. Pat is passionate about oral health with 
a focus on preventative maintenance to keep 
your mouth healthy and avoid gum disease. Pat 
is an incredibly experienced professional and 
we are delighted to have her on the team.  

Measham Dental continues to grow by word 
of mouth recommendation. We offer an 
affordable monthly plan, one of the best value 
plans on offer in the area, as well as ‘pay as you 
go’ options.

96% of our patients rated their overall 

experience as excellent*     
*Measham Dental Patient Satisfaction Survey, January 2018

OPENING HOURS
Monday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Tuesday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Wednesday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Thursday 12 noon to 8.00 pm
Friday   8.00 am to 1.00 pm
Saturday Closed
Sunday Closed

1 The Courtyard
57-65 High Street
Measham
Swadlincote 
DE12 7HR

01530 272264
info@meashamdental.co.uk
www.meashamdental.co.uk

We care about 
your smile
Treatments available...

Implants

Invisible Braces

Facial Enhancements

Cosmetic

Whitening

Frown Line Reduction
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   Bespoke designs      Dedicated and small family business    
   With over 24 years experience      Centrally located show site    

   Hand crafted      Nationwide service      Delivery available   

Hand built from the finest Scandinavian timber (PEFC-certified), our log cabins have an 
endless amount of uses: Café, Gym, Garage, Office, Summer House, Classroom etc.

We’re with you every step of the way

Bespoke Log Cabins

To book a visit or for more info, contact our friendly sales team.

01386 861 961 

enquiries@logcabins.co.uk

Sheri�s Lench, Evesham, 
Worcestershire, WR11 4SN

logcabins.co.uk

Customer Rating

Keops Full Page Advert 189 x 267mm.indd   1 12/05/2025   12:55

Bespokedentures@yahoo.com

07733 450787

9a Queens Cross, Dudley DY1 1QU
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Wills | Lasting Power Of Attorney | Probate

Brierley Hill 01384 79731   Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk I info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

Are proud to support Our local community
Legal services are better local

In Romania (and many other 
countries in what was the 
Ottoman Empire) Sarmale, 
cabbage leaves  stuffed with 
pork and served with polenta 
(known as Mamaliga), is 
served along with a range of 
pork sausages and Piftie 
which is a form of jelly made from pigs’ feet.  
This is frequently accompanied by a fruit 
brandy called Palinka.

Plum pudding, also known as Christmas 
Pudding has a rich history dating back to 
medieval England, evolving from a savoury dish 
to a beloved sweet dessert which traditionally is 
served during the holiday season.  Early recipes 
included meat, root vegetables and spices 
creating a hearty meal often served during 
religious festivities.  By the 14th century, the 
dish began to evolve, incorporating dried fruits 
and sweeteners   as sugar became more easily 
accessible.

Hidden deep under Baggeridge Park are two 
diamond-tipped mining drills that were lost 
when the first trial bore holes were drilled in 
an attempt to find coal in the area at the end 
of the 19th century                                                                     

In 1730 the Vicar of Wombourne made 
himself extremely unpopular by imposing 
‘tithes’ on businesses and self employed 
workers in the area.  The Heath Forge was 
required to pay 3s/4d and Swindon Forge 
2s/4d.  Hammermen’ had to pay 6d a year.

Himley Country Hotel is based on the old 
village schoolhouse and room originally built 
by the Earl of Dudley to educate the children 
of his estate workers.
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week

Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas

Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars

Over 500 products in stock 

Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fi ll em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 31st December 2025)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD
FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

including Rolex, Omega,
Breitling, Cartier

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

01384 221567 07856 898558

We end 2025 with another batch of devious Brainteasers.   If you by chance
need the answers they can be found on page 56.   Good luck!

1.   Two barrels contain the same amount of 
water.   The water temperature in one (barrel 
A) is 47°F and the other (barrel B ) is 29°F.   
Two cricket balls of the same size and weight 
are dropped simultaneously from the same 
height into each barrel.   Which ball will 
touch the bottom of the barrel first?

2.   To paint two lines dividing a motorway 
into three lanes costs £1000 a mile.   What 
would it cost to paint lines to divide the road 
into six lanes over a distance of six miles?

3.   Rearrange the letters of NEW DOOR to 
make one word.   A clue is that the answer 
ends in ‘d’.

4.   John has three sons.   The eldest is four 
years older than the second son who in turn 
is four years older than the youngest who is 
exactly half the age of the eldest.   How old 
are the three sons?

5.   And now for a WORDBAT!  All you 
have to do is to identify the word or phrase.
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GLASTONBURY AND BONE’S
PURRFECT BLACK COUNTRY CRIMBO

Glastonbury and Bone’s Purrfect 
Black Country Crimbo Living 
Spake special edition is part of the 
Glastonbury Tails Picture book 
series about the adventures of the 
Highly Lovable Cats and tells the 
tale of how Glastonbury and Bone 
rescue the APP’s (Amanda and 
Peter Panda) who are trapped in a 
huge snow drift on their way to the 
Crimbo Market to buy their Crimbo 
Bamboo; eventually they are 
rescued by Glastonbury and Bone 
with some help from the Thai Hares 

who are a special form of Kung Fu Tyre fi tters 
next to Grease Monkeys Garage and drive 
around in a Bright Yellow Pick Up truck. The 
Book also contains a special Crimbo Version 
of the Glastonbury Song.  Also available in the 
Glastonbury Tails series is the Festive Time 
Fettlers picture book where the Glastonbury, 
Bone and the Bargies travel back in time to 
a Victorian Crimbo Market aboard the Time 
Rattler Canal barge. 

with some help from the Thai Hares 

of the Glastonbury Song.  Also available in the 

All around the Wrekin, the dark side of the Bonk is the latest  Picture book in the Glastonbury 
Tails series and tells the tale of how the crazy critter crew are called upon in a mission to save 
the famous Spanner Bridge from collapsing into the River Severn far away from home on the 
Dark side of the Bonk. 

Moley Moley the Black Country Cahnsul’s mining  expert 
has been using AS (Artifi cial Saftness) to develop 
stronger Hexagonal shapes for pot holes with the help 
of Professor Buzz Word. Introducing the new Improver 
Apprentice ‘Rattle Can’ and Badgerridge and Brockma, 
the Cahnsul Snoopers, to the team. Grease Monkey, 
Glastonbury, Bone and all the crazy critter crew from 
the Glastonbury Tails picture book series wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Keep an eye 
out for the new book called ‘1966’ – coming out soon.  

Living Spake Special Edition
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Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) 
High quality CBT treating mental health problems.  

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? 

Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours? 

Anger issues? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  OCD? Panic attacks? 

Phobias? Emotional distress? 

Contact a BABCP Accredited Psychotherapist Directly 

 

 Wassell Grove Lane, near Hagley. 

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk   
 

0844 6931282/07854331133 for a free 20-minute consultation. 

B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist. 

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk  

 

Approved Health Care Provider for:  

Allianz, Aviva, AXA Healthcare, BUPA, CIGNA and WPA.            
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J&B TREE & LANDSCAPING
HEDGE CUTTING
TREE FELLING
ALL WASTE REMOVED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE...
PATIOS
PAVING
TREE TRIMMING & PRUNING
GRAVEL
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
FENCING
POWER WASHING
TREE REMOVAL

07780 528 555 or 01384 943226
Email: JANDBTREEANDLAND@GMAIL.COM
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

8 STALLINGS LANE, 
KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

FREE PARKING
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld offers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to offer the best quality service.

UP TO £1000 PART 
EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FRIENDLY FREE 
DELIVERY TO A ROOM 

OF YOUR CHOICE
FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD BED

ODD CHAIRS, 
MATTRESSES AND 
DIVANS TO CLEAR

AND STOCK CLEARANCE 
AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

SANTA DROP
2025

This Christmas we’re collecting gifts to spread joy for 
Children on Ward 12 at Birmingham Children’s Hospital, 
and also Ward 23 at The Freemans Hospital, Newcastle, 

we know just how much every gift big or small 
will make some festive cheer for the kids!

Monday
Madness!
CURRIES
plusRice *DELIVERYCHARGESAND

TERMS&CONDITIONSAPPLY.

foronly
£15*

TAKE-AWAYONLY

2
TELEPHONE

01284 719116

108 RISBYGATE STREET • BURY ST EDMUNDS • IP33 3AA

VISIT OURWEBSITE
www.orissabse.co.uk

Drop off at 

Jutz Cutz 

Barbers, 

Wombourne
Wombourne

THE 

HOSPTIAL 

WANT THEM BY 

15th DECEMBER
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GENTS CUT £12
BACK & SIDES £10
WITH BEARD £15
OAP CUT £7-£8
GRADE ALL OVER £5
TWO GRADES £10
UNDER 7YRS £7.50
OVER 7YRS £9
KIDS SKIN FADE £10

MENS GROOMING
SKIN FADE £14
SKIN FADE+BEARD £17
SKIN FADE BACK & SIDES £10
SKIN FADE BACK & SIDES +     
    BEARD TRIM £14
BEARD TRIM £6
BEARD TRIM WITH STEAMER £10
SKIN FADE/BEARD/STEAMER £20
FULL PACKAGE £23
FOILS ALL OVER  £11FOLLOW US ON

   Bespoke designs      Dedicated and small family business    
   With over 24 years experience      Centrally located show site    

   Hand crafted      Nationwide service      Delivery available   

Hand built from the finest Scandinavian timber (PEFC-certified), our log cabins have an 
endless amount of uses: Café, Gym, Garage, Office, Summer House, Classroom etc.

We’re with you every step of the way

Bespoke Log Cabins

To book a visit or for more info, contact our friendly sales team.

01386 861 961 

enquiries@logcabins.co.uk

Sheri�s Lench, Evesham, 
Worcestershire, WR11 4SN

logcabins.co.uk

Customer Rating

Keops Full Page Advert 189 x 267mm.indd   1 12/05/2025   12:55

LTD.

Jutz Cutz 
Barbers

SKIN FADE £14
SKIN FADE+BEARD £17
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Are proud to support Our local community
Legal services are better local

House buying & selling | Re-Mortgages
First time buyers

Brierley Hill 01384 79731   Wombourne 01902 894187

www.stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk I info@stephensonsthelawyers.co.uk

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 The centre of Enville is said to be haunted by the ghost of Bill Pitt and his dog.  

Pitt was arrested for vagrancy and kept in the village stocks overnight.  The 
following morning he and his dog (who had refused to leave his master) were 
both found dead from exposure. 
An inquest held at the Greyhound Inn, Lower Penn heard the gruesome and gory 
details of the body of a young child being found in a wagon load of manure in  
January 1864.  Two men in the employ of Mr Jukes of Lower Penn had collected  
the manure from horses near the GWR station in the centre of Wolverhampton.  
When they reached Lower Penn and started to unload the cart they found the badly 
decomposed body. 
Until 1835 there was an ancient monument known as ‘The Giant’s Throw’ in a 
field about a mile from Kinver Edge.  It was said that the monument—a large 
upright stone—had been hurled from the Edge by a giant (or, as some said, the 
Devil).  Unfortunately the farmer on whose property is was decided to break it 
up to enable him to plough the land and now there is no sign of it. 

1857 saw a meeting of local shoemakers take place in Wombourne in order to fix the 
price of shoes which, they felt, was too low.  They agreed an overall increase of 20% 
on all prices—but also said that they would try to promote wooden clogs for working 
men rather than leather boots in order to reduce the demand for leather. 
For many years the “plum pudding bell” was rung in Kinver every day of the 
month before Christmas. 
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Flowers for all occasions, Classic and Contemporary
Wide range of Christmas arrangements  

including Holly Wreaths and Crosses

01902 276147  
8 Windmill Bank, Wombourne WV5 9JD

bluebellwoodflorist@gmail.com

Bluebell Wood  
Florists, Furniture and Giftware

bluebellwoodflorists

A HIGH CLASS CATERING SERVICE  
FOR HOME & OFFICE

Tel: 01902 896170   Mob: 07721 754000
www.maryhermansmithcatering.co.uk   Can also be found on

l  LUNCH & DINNER PARTIES  l  COCKTAIL PARTIES  
l  BUSINESS LUNCHES  l  AFTERNOON TEAS  l  WEDDINGS  

l  FUNERALS  l  HOT & COLD BUFFETS  l  FREEZER FILLING

   
   

   
   

MARY HERMAN-SMITHCATERING

5          
  

 
 

               

Project1_Layout 1  19/05/2020  22:31  Page 1
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Our friends at the Odeon Cinema complex on 
 Merry Hill have very kindly sent us 2 x family 

passes to give away to the two lucky  
winners of this month’s competition.  

So, pen at the ready and get finding those  
hidden words and, who knows, you could be  

a winner of our competition this month.

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
ODEON CINEMA on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 

Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Friday, 19th December 2025. Good luck!

S T N E V E M E R R E
T S O C N O E D O S S
A T N E E W R W D C E
E N Y V P M R E I R S
S L L I H N Y N O E A
E V V L L E C N E E
T E F I L M T E A N L
S F A C A M A M T S E
O L P S M L I F S C R
C O F E E E F F O C S
P O P C O R N O C O P

WIN 

TICKETS 

TO THE 

ODEON  

CINEMA

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: ODEON CINEMA COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL

HIDDEN WORDS
1. ODEON
2. CINEMA
3. RELEASES
4. NEW
5. MERRY
6. POPCORN
7. HILL
8. COSTA
9. FILMS
10. VIP
11. FAMILY
12. EVENTS
13. SCREENS
14. SEATS
15. LIVE
16. COFFEE
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*Price shown is exclusive to myODEON members when booking online, which includes a booking fee of £1 per ticket. 
Additional upgrade costs apply for seat and screen upgrades. Price does not apply to special screenings and events. 

Available at select ODEON cinemas only. Prices at other ODEON cinemas may vary. 
For more details, see www.odeon.co.uk/privacy-and-legal/myodeon-member-monday-and-saver-terms/

Exclusive to members
Download the app today

All movies, all day from

£7*
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DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RUGBY CLUB PRESENT
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Over the years, December has been a busy month for interesting events and  
here is what we have come up with… 

1697—Sir Christopher Wren’s St Paul’s Cathedral opened in London.   The original cathedral 
had been severely damaged during the Great Fire of London in 1666. (2nd) 
1791—The Observer, the oldest Sunday newspaper in the world, was first published (4th) 
1911—Roald Amundsen became the first person to reach the South Pole (14th) 
1919—Lady Nancy Astor became the first woman in the House of Commons (1st) 
1939—The film Gone with the Wind starring Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable had its world  
premiere in Atlanta (15th) 
1967—The first successful heart transplant was performed by Dr Christiaan Barnard in Cape 
Town, South Africa (3rd) 
1980—John Lennon was assassinated in New York City by Mark David Chapman, a 25 year old 
security guard from Hawaii who hated how Lennon’s expensive lifestyle contrasted with what he 
sang about. (8th) 
2004—An estimated 230,000 people died and 1.5 million were left homeless by the tsunami that 
hit South Africa (26th) 
2020—AT&T Inc’s Warner Bros studio announced that all of its 2021 movies would stream 
online the same day they appeared in theatres because of the pandemic (3rd) 
 

IN THIS MONTH 
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Brierley Hill Samaritans are as vital as 
ever in supporting the Black Country.   
For 52 years the Samaritans at Brierley 
Hill has supported some of the most 
vulnerable people in our community.  
The core Samaritans service is the 
telephone-based national helpline, 
available 24/7 every day of the year 
(free to call on 116 123).  Whatever 
people are going through in life, if 
they’re having a tough time, they can call that number to talk to someone.   All Samaritans 
are trained volunteers – none are paid for their time – and they are there to listen, focus on 
thoughts and give people space to explore their feelings.  

The 80 volunteers at Brierley Hill 
Samaritans are also keen to make 
a difference out in the local 
community, attending outreach 
and awareness events throughout 
the year.  In the last year, they 
have attended post-incident 
prevention work at railway 
stations following suicides on the 
railways locally), held awareness 
events at Merry Hill and a number 

of other locations, attended Pride events, handed out leaflets and mental health tips at local 
Supermarkets and given talks to a variety of groups.  

As with all charities around the country, regular funding is a major cause for concern to the 
Samaritans.  Brierley Hill is an affiliated branch of the National Samaritans Charity, but it 
is also an independent charity in itself (registered Charity Number 1168020) and is entirely 
self-funded.  Through a generous bequest some years ago, the branch is fortunate to operate 
from a purpose-built building, Beryl Hill, on Albion Street just off Brierley Hill High Street.  
However, in order to continue to operate they must cover their own annual branch running 
costs which are now approximately £25,000 a year.  Volunteers specifically for the 
Fundraising and Outreach teams are therefore always a vital part of the branch.  

  CHARITY FOCUS
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It is interesting to note that 80% of people 
who contact the Samaritans do not  
express suicidal feelings at the time they 
are calling.   However, by calling when 
they are having a tough time, they may 
have taken an important first step in  
allaying further despair by accessing a 
service where they are listened to in  
confidence, and they can talk freely  
without being judged.   

Samaritans support and empower callers 
by helping them to explore their emotions 
and clarify what is causing their distress.  
Hopefully by doing so they can then make 
sense of their situation and see a way forward.  Every life lost to suicide is a tragedy and it is 
the vision of all who work for the Samaritans that fewer people die by suicide.  Between 
2021-2023 Dudley registered 8.8 suicides per 100,000 people, the highest rise in deaths for  
decades.  Every death by suicide creates a ripple in our communities too, on average it is  

estimated that 135 people are affected 
every time someone takes their life.   
This includes family, friends, work  
colleagues and the wider community. It 
is clear that the need for the Samaritans 
service is as vital today as it was in 1973, 
when a dedicated group of local people 
first came together to form the Brierley 
Hill branch.  If you need emotional  
support please call the Samaritans free  

of charge on 116 123.   If you are interested in volunteering at Brierley Hill Samaritans or  
making a donation to help with the running costs of the branch, please visit their website: at 
www.samaritans.org/branches/brierleyhill or follow them on Twitter: 
@BrierleyHillSamBrierley Hill Samaritans. 

Samaritans can be reached around the clock, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and  
respond every 10 seconds to a call from anyone who is struggling to cope and who needs 
someone to listen to them without judgement or pressure.   If a caller needs an immediate 
response it is best to call on the phone using the freephone number 116 123 or by emailing 
jo@samaritans.org 

Although Brierley Hill Branch is not always open, they are linked with other branches in 
such a way so that anyone who calls, whatever the time of day or night, is able to speak to a 
volunteer.    
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

ELEMENTS
RANGE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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My friend, David Humphries, a fellow pupil at Stourbridge King Edward VI, was a wealth of  
knowledge on local history and technical subjects.  When doing National Service, I recall him telling 
me of all the masses of wireless apparatus of which he was in charge when on expedition with his  
officer—who also came from the local Midlands.  ‘Come on Humph, get all the gear on the truck and 
let’s get going!” 

David was fascinated by all the science behind the making 
of coal gas—when at Tipton Gasworks.  After, David had a 
spell with his father’s Ocker Hill milk business which led to 
superviseship with Midland Counties Dairies. 

Later on when he was Manager at Littlewoods Stores there 
was a week when he worked nearly 130 hours, “we had 
ladies dresses retailing at £1.99.” 

David, in one of our phone chats told me all that there was 
to know about the Oystermouth Horse Drawn Rail Service.  David worked in managerial roles for a 
scaffolding firm and the West Midlands County Council’s Highways Department—accidents to  
highways road furniture sometimes demanded very sensitive dealings with folk who had suffered injury 

or personal loss. 

Humph also dedicated himself over many years to the  
discovery and reinstallation of the Sundial presented to  
Stourbridge by King Edward’s in celebration of the School’s 
Charter of 1552. 

It was when managing departments of the West Midlands 
County Council’s Highway Authority—the offices were in an 
ancient building, David reckoned he had seen a ghost.  Still, it 
was all part of the job. 

A very courteous and kind man—he nursed his wife through 
her final illness—and above all, an enthusiast.   It was a 
pleasure to have known David Humphries. 

I still have a few copies of my first King Edward’s book
available in which the article about David is included. and 

have just brought out the third—which features stage and screen alumni.  Each volume is £12.50  
including P&P or £9.99 at Hayes Cycles, Wall Heath.  Actual phone calls only, sorry, I can’t cope  
with texts or voice messages—or carrier pigeons, for that matter! 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
David Humphries...Enthusiast

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath 
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

At the installation of the restored Sundial in 
Mary Steven’s Park, (l to r) Bryn Williams, 
Alan Cutler, John Sparry, John Farmer and 

David Humphries  

An exterior shot of Tipton Gasworks from the 
scrapbook of David Humphries. 
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CHRISTMAS TRIVIA 

Yet another connection between Christmas and 
Coca Cola is that Santa’s friend, Sprite Boy  
inspired the drink ‘Sprite’.  In 1942 Coca-Cola  
introduced “Sprite Boy” a character who  
appeared with Santa Clause in Coca-Cola  
advertising campaigns throughout the 1940s 
and 50s. 

Coal was given to naughty children for two  
reasons.  Parents left coal for their naughty  
children because it killed two birds with one 
stone—it was designed to convince their child to 
be less naughty and could also be used for  
cooking food or heating homes during the cold 
winter months. 

During World War 1, soldiers stopped fighting 
at Christmas.  British and German troops held 
a truce on Christmas Day.  They stopped 
fighting, exchanged gifts  and played games of 
football. 

The highest grossing Christmas movie is the 
Grinch.  Home Alone was beaten by this animated 
hit. 

 

 
Just how much do you know about  
Christmas?   We have gathered together 
some little-known facts that surprised us—
and we hope will intrigue you too!  
 
The use of the shortened form of the word  
Christmas—Xmas—dates back to the 16th  
century.  The ‘X’ comes from the Greek letter  
Chi which is at the start of the Greek word for 
Christ. 

The portrayal of Santa Clause as an old man 
with a white beard came from a cartoon (seen 
right) by Thomas Nast and featured in 
Harper’s Weekly in January 1881. 

Did you know that Christmas was once banned in 
the UK?  In 1647 Parliament passed an ordinance 
that abolished Christmas Day and it lasted for 13 
years between 1647 and 1660. 

The first person to dress up as Santa in a  
department store was James Edgar in 1890.  
He owned a store in Brocton, Mass. and  
decided to take the part of Santa himself. 

In Sweden it is a tradition to watch a Disney film 
entitled From All Of Us To All Of You on  
Christmas Eve.  The film features Donald Duck. 

The most important family member should sit 
at the head of the table.  This tradition comes 
from the days when families would share their 
meals with the servants.  The head of the table 
was where the most important family member 
would sit.  This tradition (strangely) has car-
ried on and is actually still used in some British 
households. 

Santa’s suit was not always red—Coca Cola  
actually re-invented it for an ad campaign.  St 
Nick had appeared in numerous illustrations and 
written descriptions previously wearing tan, green 
and even scarlet, but never the bright red we now 
all know and love! 
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 ROCK THE MISTLETOE is a band  
of around 20 local artists who have got together 
to record a song entitled “Christmas Time (Bells 
Chime)”.   The idea was the brainchild of Steve 
Taylor of Black Country Carpets in Stourbridge 
who got together with Alan Bell from Stage  
Studios in Halesowen, Ade Hill from the band  
Dr and the Medics, Gel Newey from Bleeding 
Hearts and  Plutonium. 

Alan was the initial creator of the song and with 
everyone’s help and a few studio sessions they 
turned it into the song it is today. 

Steve hosts Retro Rock on Black Country Radio 
every Monday evening and through the show he met all the artists now involved in putting 
together the song.   It was a case of getting together over a couple of weeks to record the  
vocals and instrumentals and then Alan went ahead and arranged for the song to be mixed. 

The line-up boasts an impressive array of talent including Alan Bell and Mark David from 
Moosejaw, Russell Peake from Electus, Lisa and Tallukah Lilley from Showcall Academy  
of Performing Arts, James Barnes and Mike Conningby from Queen Reloaded, Ian Slater 
from Don’t Stop, Ian Hideous and Jay Decay from Decay 87, Jason Keely from Black  
Country Radio, Cy Wooldridge and Jess Skidmore (who Steve knew mainly from local  
theatre as well as performing with them in various bands such as Housewives Choice and  
Adam Husk from Labelled Ded).   Alex Bell played keyboards with Sofia Whitehouse on 
vocals .  Also on vocals were Mike Croutear from Queen Reloaded and Alan’s fellow  
band mate Mark Davies from Moosejaw 

Everyone involved with this project has freely given their time and Alan has done all of the 
recording and offered his studios free of charge.   The object is quite simply to raise as much 
money for children’s charities as they can via downloads and streams.   CDs will also be 
available and a video (edited by Philippa Davies and assisted by Jess Skidmore) has been 
recorded which is now available to view on YouTube.   The song is available to download  
on most major streaming apps and platforms. 

The group are hoping that the song will become a future favourite and, fingers crossed, that  
it also makes the charts.   All they need is enough interest and promotion which they are  
constantly striving to get—if there is anyone out there who has any ideas of further  
promotion the team are always willing to listen. 

     If you would like further information or would like to speak about possible  
promotional aspects of the project please contact Steve Taylor at  

Black Country Carpets on  0795 898 2246 
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

768840

S�ESTOW IN��STRI�L EST�TE�
WO�� �RNE W�� 8��

�stablishe� ����
SPECI�LIST IN �LTERN�TOR � ST�RTER �OTORS
�OT TESTS �40 � NO RETEST �EE
�ree local collection �er�ice a�ailable

OE ���LIT� P�RTS �SE�
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ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●

WO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTI�E
YO�R B��INE�� HERE�

THE �O�T�

���T ��0 � �AT
PER �ONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�8� ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R �PA�E

We Build It Ltd is a family-run business based in Shropshire.
l  Manufacturer of the Bio-Pure Sewage Treatment System
l  Suitable for both residential and commercial applications
l  We o�er servicing contracts for all makes and models of 

sewage treatment systems and pumpstations
l  Our services help ensure compliance with Environment Agency 
regulations and support your Consent to Discharge obligations.

Contact: sales@webuildit-ltd.co.uk or 01746 781 782
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YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

Tyre Dealer & Repair Shop
WOMBOURNE TYRES

O1902 896 166 – Hours 9am-5pm
Smestow Bridge Industrial Estate, Bridgnorth Rd Unit 1 Wolverhampton WV5 8AY

A family run business
Effi cient service with competitive prices
We offer tyre repairs and maintenance

Call in for a FREE Tyre check

All tyres available  ●  Any Car ●  All Brands available

24 hour call out service now available: 07951 693557 call out charges apply 

MORGAN REPAIRS
FAMILY RUN – OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

● COOKER REPAIRS
●  TUMBLE DRYER REPAIRS
●  VACUUM REPAIRS
●  WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS

SUPPLIERS & REPAIRS 
OF DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

Tel: 01384 443 399 – 07794 541 498
www.morganrepairs.co.uk – lloyd@morganrepairs.co.uk

A LOCAL COMPANY WHO CARES ABOUT THEIR CUSTOMERS

CALL THE PROFESSIONALS TODAY

DYSON SPECIALISTS

 
  

 

Services We O�er: 
 

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            

DIGITAL VOUCHER
Please send a photo of this advertisement by WhatsApp to redeem offer.

Top front and back 
gutters cleared £45.00

T & C’s Apply.
Prepare your home for winter – blocked gutters can cause 
damp and mould and expensive repairs to internal walls.

We also offer repairs to guttering at affordable costs.

 

A very Happy Christmas and a peaceful  

and prosperous New Year  

to all our Advertisers, Readers,  

Designers, Printers and Distributors. 

Gail 
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1. Tennis.

2. Water (or rather H₂O)

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.

4. Long time no see.

5. Tennessee

6. Apparently there is a dog in the 
image.

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo.

8. Inkstand

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.     

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 22nd August 2025

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing). 

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous 
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are:

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton

You can find this month’s competition on page 36.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
BRAINTEASERS IN THE
SEPTEMBER EDITION.

16 years, 12 years and 8 years.

The Wordbat was a bit more tricky.    The
answer is UP TO NO GOOD

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was HISTORY

which was mispelt.   The two lucky winners who each receive a 
£50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:

MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY 

You can find this month’s competition on page 12.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.    Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received 

by the closing date.

WIN TWO
TICKETS TO

THE ROBIN

IN BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Friday, 19th December 2025

Congratulations to MICHELLE GARRATT of TIPTON  who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the NOVEMBER edition.

As water freezes at 32°F, the cricket ball 
would not reach the bottom of Barrel B!

As five lines are required the cost per mile is 
£2500, making the total cost £15,000 for the 
six miles.

The answer is ONE WORD

So another year comes to an end.   We are 
always on the lookout for new Brainteasers 
so be sure to look out for more coming your 

way in the January edition.

COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the NOVEMBER edition was

HISTORY (which was mispelt). The two lucky winners who each 
receive a £50 SHOPPING VOUCHER are:
MR H. HANS of WORDSLEY and
APRIL MORGAN of SEDGLEY       

You can fi nd this month’s competition on page 42.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualifi ed. 
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

 

BRAINTEASERS ANSWERS 

 

 

 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
(As per Sedgley) 
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

SPARKLE THIS 
CHRISTMAS 

WITH A 
HANDMADE 
CHRISTMAS 

WREATH. 
ORDERS NOW 
BEING TAKEN

Winter nursery hours – Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 10am to 3pm 
and other times by appointment only.  The Nursery will close on Saturday, 

20th December and will re-open early March 2026.

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 
GORGEOUS 

HOLLY BALLS
from 

£20.00 
each 

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY    Keep up to date by following our Facebook page
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 KNOT KNIT &  
NATTER 

are a friendly craft group who 
meet on the first and third  

Tuesdays of the month from 
10.00am-12.00 noon in  

Kinver Community Library, 
Vicarage Drive, Kinver  

DY7 6HJ. 

Why not pop along and  
receive encouragement with  
unfinished projects, try new 

skills, chat about ideas whilst 
having a cup of coffee. 

There is no charge and it is a 
great way to make new friends. 

PENN 2 PAPER 
Are you ready to pen a  

masterpiece at Penn Library? 

 

 

 

Are you a poet, novelist or short  
story writer? Or do you want to be?  

If so, join us at Penn Library on 
Tuesday mornings 10.30am-11.30am 

once a month for a fun and  
supportive writing group.  All  

levels of experience welcome! 

Please contact the Library 
for further information of the next 

meeting. 

 

Penn Library, Coalway Road 
Penn, Wolverhampton 

Tel:  01902 556281 

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP  
WILL BE IN THE JANUARY 2026 

EDITION AND THE COPY  
DEADLINE IS Thursday, 18th  

December 2025.     
Don’t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.  Please send your 
details via email to Gail at 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 
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George was a captive bred 
barn owl I hand reared from 
a few days old. He lived in 
the house un-restrained  
together with Sandy our  

Labrador dog and two cats. I needed an  
imprinted bird for lectures and also wanted to 
see how being reared in an alien environment 
affected his development and behaviour and 
what sort of relationships developed between 
them all (he did have an outside flight as well 
so we could eat in peace without a barn owl 
coming to investigate what we were eating!) 
The bird and the cats basically just avoided 
and generally ignored each other but he used 
to sit on Sandy’s head and nibble at his ears. 
Fortunately, as Sandy was very laid back and 
quite used to strange creatures being brought 
in from time to time, there were never any 
problems or animosity between them. George 
was very nosy which used to get him into 
trouble sometimes. We didn’t use fly sprays 
in our house but the old fashioned but very 
effective fly papers which we would remove 
whilst he was in the house. He once  
investigated a fly paper hanging from the 
ceiling which we had failed to take down and 
he spotted it within seconds of being brought 
in and perching on his favourite spot on top 
of the lounge door. As soon as he touched the 
very sticky fly paper, it stuck to his feathers 
with a vengeance resulting in him being 
trussed up in it, pulling the drawing pin out  
of the ceiling to land in an undignified sticky 
heap on the floor. It took over two hours with 
washing up liquid and water and then the hair 
drier to clean him up! He did enjoy the hair 
drier treatment though! N.B. Owls make  
terrible pets so don’t even consider having 
one! 
 

 

Alan Peace, Himley Hall and  
Park Senior Warden 1985-2012 

WARSTONES LIBRARY 
37 Pinfold Grove, Warstones WV4 4PT 

Warstones Library are offering Rhyme  
Time for children every Tuesday from  

2.30-3.00pm 

Why not pop along for rhymes, giggles  
and play.  Fun, music and stories are  
provided by the Library for little ones  

under 5. 

Rhyme Time is designed to teach toddlers 
early literacy skills in preparation for  

reading.  On the agenda will be singing  
songs, reading books and making rhymes. 

For more information why not pop in and 
see a member of staff at the Library or  

telephone 01902 556275 or email them at 
libraries@wolverhampton.gov.uk 
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A VERY MERRY AUSTEN  

BIRTHDAY 

Penn Library 
Tuesday, 16th December 

2.30pm-4.00pm 

 

With Dr Lucy Andrew 

Hazel Meredith-Lloyd 

and Shaney Lloyd 

 
Penn Library, Coalway Road, Penn,  

Wolverhampton 

BRA RECYCLING AT LOCAL  
LIBRARIES 

 
 

 

 

 

Staffordshire Libraries in South  
Staffordshire are teaming up with Waste  
Savvy Staffs to expand a bra recycling 

scheme that also helps to support the ‘Against 
Breast Cancer’ Charity.  Bra  

recycling banks are onsite at Codsall, Perton, 
Wombourne Library and Kinver Community 

Library.  You can also find ink cartridge  
recycling points and battery boxes soon at 

Codsall, Perton and Wombourne  
to dispose of those unwanted ink cartridges 

and batteries.  To find out more please  
contact your local library or search for Waste 

Savvy Staffs on Facebook. 

SEDGLEY MORNING TOWNSWOMENS GUILD 
The Guild meet at 10.00am on the first Thursday of every month at  

Beacon Centre for the Blind, Wolverhampton Road East WV4 6AZ. 

This is a friendly group whose aim is to provide interesting speakers, fun activities  
and day trips.    

There is a lot coming up for the New Year so be sure to look out for the January Parish 
Pump when we will be able to pass on details of future speakers. 

The Guild are always delighted to welcome new members and the first two visits are  
absolutely FREE.   So why not give it a go and see if this is for you—it is the perfect  

way to meet different people and make new friends. 
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Kinver Rotary Club 
has announced the routes for this year’s Christmas sleigh 
tour, but stress that the entire programme can only be  
completed with the help of non-Rotarian volunteers willing 
to give an evening to assist with house-to-house collecting or 
a two-hour session on Saturdays at the Aldi stores in  
Wollaston and Kingswinford.  The routes are as follows: 

Monday, 8th December: Kinver – Dark Lane & Dunsley 
Tuesday, 9th December: Wollaston - Somerset Drive, Richmond Grove, Gerald Road 
Wednesday, 10th December: Kinver – White Hill, Meddins Lane, Edge View Walk 
Thursday, 11th December: Wall Heath – Millers Green Drive, Windmill Grove 
Friday 12th December: Stourton/Kinver – Prestwood House, Stewponey, Stourton Crescent, 
Kinver High Street 
Saturday, 13th December: Aldi - Kingswinford 
Monday, 15th December: Wollaston – Richardson Drive, Doulton Brook, High Street 
Tuesday, 16th December: Stourton/Wollaston – Hyperion Road, Ridgewood Avenue,  
Eggington Road 
Wednesday, 17th December: Kinver/Enville – Hyde Lane (Kinver), Enville 
Thursday, 18th December: Wollaston – Belfrey Drive, Wolverley Ave, Wollaston Court 
Friday, 19th December: Kinver – Stone Lane, Church View Gardens 
Saturday, 30th December: Aldi – Wollaston 

If you are able to help to bring joy to children (and parents) in the area while supporting local charities 
through the collections please contact Roy Sanders at rasanders@btinternet.com 

The OVER 60’s CLUB  
meet at Swindon Community Centre, High Street,  

Swindon, Dudley DY3 4NR  
on Monday afternoons between 1.15pm and 4.15pm.  

If you are looking to meet new friends then why not consider 
popping along to join this friendly and fun loving group and 

enjoy tea, coffee, biscuits, bingo and a raffle.   

For further information please contact Lorraine on 07855 200 736. 
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Our team will assess your requirements and discuss  
the most effective service for your situation
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Putting Family Assets First

PERFECT WILLS & ESTATE PLANNERS, protecting families for future generations

A Basic Will 
Does NOT
Protect Your
Family Home

Does Your Will do Enough to Protect  
your Loved Ones?

Trusts Do!

 Property Protection Trust

 Family Asset Protection Trust

 Vulnerable Persons Trust

 Flexible Life Interest Trust

 Lasting Power of Attorney for Property & 
Financial Affairs and Health & Welfare

 Probate Applications

Join us for a FREE Seminar Wednesday 4th February at our 
Wombourne Office Kildonan, Maypole Street WV5 9JB  

call 01902 271 951 to secure a place.



01902 324230

01902
324230

ADD TO CONTACTS

info@willowsdental.co.uk
www.willowsdental.co.uk

Mon: 
Tues: 
Weds: 
Thurs:  
Fri: 
Weekends: 

9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 
Emergencies only

As much as we love to 
see you, we know the 
feeling isn’t always 
mutual. 
Because, at some point 
you, or someone you 
care about, might need 
a friendly, caring and 
available dental experi-
ence on your terms.

As well as offering you 
all treatments under the 
same roof,  we can also 
provide 0pc finance and 
same day emergency 
appointments. 

So why don’t you 
put our number in 
your phone just in 
case? 




