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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERYIMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!UP TO 75% OFF!
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UP TOUP TO

75% OFF!75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE
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Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight

  Fabrics & leather available

  Finance available

  Relief from aches and pains

  Single and double beds

   Premium mattresses
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TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm
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Free parking 
right outside 

the door

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

 Finance available

Family run business for over 40 years

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

Improved 
Circulation

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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Sale now on 
all mobility 

furniture

BEDS
STARTING 

FROM JUST 
£299
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FURNITURE

LUXURY 3 PIECE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 
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FREE DELIVERY TO 
A ROOM OF YOUR 

CHOICE!

CLEARANCE
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
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AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!UP TO 75% OFF!
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Part exchange available up to £1000

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to find out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’
✓  Relief from aches and pains
✓   Single and double beds
✓  Premium mattresses
✓  Free Friendly Delivery to a room of your choice!
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 Dual motor action for maximum comfort
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Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.
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VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD  
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION  
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Cover story

IN THIS ISSUE
6,14,40,46	 It’s A Fact!

18	 Brainteasers

24	 Read about the drunken night out that ended in tragedy.

34	 This month for our Wordsearch prize we have raided the  
	 Village Voice coffers to provide 2 x £50.00 shopping 		
	 vouchers.

43	 Tipton Tree of Light

47	 We feature the second of Trevor Langley’s reviews on all 		
	 things drink. This month is all about Gin.

52-53	 Lest We Forget 		

56	 Brainteasers Answers

58-61	 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on with groups 		
	 and associations in and around your area.	  

VILLAGE VOICEDELIVERED FREE TO OVER 6,000 HOMES IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is  
FRIDAY, 21st NOVEMBER 2025. Entries received after this date 
will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month  
commemorates the end of the First World War  
and, as always Remembrance Day is a very special  
public display of the continuing recognition of the  
debt we owe all those who protected us and our way of life. 

The poppy is, of course, the iconic symbol of Remembrance Day 
when the sacrifice made by those Commonwealth troops who 
died during the First World War is commemorated. 

On pages 52&53 we tell the story about how the poppy became 
such a universal symbol of the War to end all Wars and how it 
inspired many people to turn to poetry as a reminder to future 
generations that we must never forget.

Gail   
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Auto Services “ For all your motoring needs”

MOTs and Servicing for all makes
T : 01384 241140 F : 01384 212206

W :www.northwayautos.co.uk
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Sedgley 
Gornal
Coseley

DON’T MISS OUT ON  
YOUR COPY  

Each month over 2,200 copies  
of this edition of Village Voice 

are delivered throughout 
Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley  

and Tipton.  
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area.  
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline 

for the DECEMBER 2025 
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is 

WEDNESDAY, 19th NOVEMBER 
2025. Please book your space 
early to avoid disappointment.

 DO YOU RUN A  
NON PROFIT MAKING  

CLUB OR SOCIETY?  
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?  
 Would you like some FREE 
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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HAND RAISED PORK & 
SPECIALITY PIES 

HOMEMADE TRADITIONAL 
FAGGOTS, PEAS & GRAVY 

PLUS SUPERIOR SAUSAGES 
& HOME CURED BACON

SPECIAL 
OFFERS

 * Mix & Match any 3 packs 
£10.00

Chicken Fillets, Pork Steaks, 
Lamb Chops, Rump Steaks

14 ABBEY ROAD, GORNAL WOOD DY3 2PQ  
Tel: 01384 214515

LOOK OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS

CHRISTMAS ORDERS  
NOW BEING TAKEN

Don’t forget to join our Christmas Club

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 There was a near riot in Tipton during the General Election campaign of  

November 1868.  Supporters of candidate Dr Kenealy toured the streets  
throwing stones at passersby and the police.  Indeed one special constable  
was attacked and had to take shelter in a nearby house.  His assailants,  
however, dragged him out and beat him with pick-axe handles leaving him for 
dead.  Pubs were attacked and eventually thirty policemen were sent out to  
quell the disturbance and a company of the 4th Rifles were put on standby in 
Wolverhampton in case they were needed. 
An incident on 27th April 1779 at Sedgley Courthouse caused outrage throughout the 
village.  As the entry in the court records shows:  “Wm Southwick, gentleman, during 
the Sitting of this court with great force and violence with a wooden club or stick of 
the value of one penny which he then and there held in his hands did assault and 
strike Wm Bennett, Deputy Beadle of this Manor, in the mouth and thereby knocked 
out two of his teeth and so drew blood from the same Wm Bennett.” Southwick was 
fined 39s/11d. 

In March 1863 it was reported that 800 children from the Independent and 
Wesleyan Schools in Gornal walked in procession through the village together 
with “an excellent drum and fife band and banners with suitable inscriptions”.  
The occasion was the celebration of the marriage of the Prince of Wales to  
Princess Alexandra of Denmark.  After the procession the children were each 
presented with a medal before returning to their schools where buns and  
oranges were awaiting them. 
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CONTEMPORARYTRADITIONALCLASSICMODERN

› Up to 50% less than a new fully
fitted kitchen

› Replacement kitchen doors
› Cost effective made to measure solution
› Worktops and appliances
› Quick installation in 2-3 days by

local professionals

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1  KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

SAVE £600 WITH 
A FREE OVEN & HOB
Offer runs from 1st October to 31st December 2025.
Terms and Conditions apply. Offer only applies to selected ovens and hobs. 
Participating showrooms only.

 
 

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley, DY8 5NA

01384 956119
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●  Tree Work
●  Paths
●  Fencing
●  Turf
●  Artifi cial 
Grass

We are a trusted professional company 
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or 
too small

Contact us today on
01384 848344

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
SpecialistsT

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

TREE & LANDSCAPES  
Specialists T

R
EE

& LANDSCA
P

E
S

S
PECIALISTS

●  Driveways
●  Block paving

●  Tarmac
●  Ground 

works
●  Drainage

●  Gates and 
gateways

● Patios

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

✸✸Call within 48 hours to 
receive a 20% discount✸✸

Specialists

●  Block paving

Contact us today on
E: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

All year round service
Fully insured
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Why Choose Rings Security 
Shutters and Gates Ltd?
l  Full Range of Products
l   Aesthetically Pleasing,  

Mechanically Efficient
l  Fully Trained Staff  
l  Adding Protection and Value
l  Compliant to industry Standards
l   Colours, Sizes and Operation  

Flexible to Customer

GARAGE DOORS 
ROLLER SHUTTERS 
TRELLIS GATES

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600 
www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Nationwide  
Emergency Cover  

24 Hours  
365 Days a year

Back in May 1893 some 860 ratepayers from Tipton sent a petition to the Tipton Local Board of Health 
requesting the development of a new park in the township...but nothing happened until 1897 when it 
was further suggested that some form of commemoration of the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria should be planned.  This coincided with an anonymous donation by a local resident of 
£500 towards the cause—as long as it was a public park and the rest of the money was raised by public 
subscription. 
A site of 35 acres off Park Lane East was then acquired at a cost of £1,500 and plans were drawn up.   
However, a substantial amount of preliminary work had to be undertaken as coal mining had taken 
place there and there were mine shafts to be capped and a large spoil heap to be removed.  Perhaps the 
most impressive aspect of the park, however, was the various donations provided by local residents—
an ornate drinking fountain costing £100, a children’s gymnasium and shelter, several park benches 
plus a peacock and two swans were all given.  Work on the park continued apace until an opening date 
of 29th July 1901 was set.  Unfortunately not all was quite ready on the chosen day as the lake had not 
been completely filled.  This, though, did little to disrupt the celebrations.   
The opening commenced with a grand procession from the council offices in Owen Street to the park.  
At the head was the Earl of Dartmouth accompanied by mounted police, the Princes End Prize and 
Dudley Port bands, the Tipton Rifle Volunteers, the Boys’ Brigade, local councillors and the mayors  
of the adjoining boroughs.   They were met at the park gates by hundreds of on-lookers who watched  
as the Earl opened the gates with a ceremonial silver key.  The crowds flooded in and enjoyed the new 
park and all its glories. 

A PARK FOR THE PEOPLE 
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FIVE WAYS INN

375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ     01384 252968

Laptop and PC repair

Residential and business
support

Laptop and PC equipment
available to buy

IT Again

Do you need local support with your IT?

We offer a remote and onsite solution
for your IT requirements

7775 833978

PROFESSIONAL IT SUPPORT
AND EQUIPMENT

Richard@it-again.co.uk

THE COMPUTER SHOP

68, High Street Wordsley, DY8 5SE

Find us on Facebook

darts, pool table 
& other pub games

10p baCK For 
every £1 spent 

loyalty 
Card

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   1 04/08/2023   13:06

lIve sport

EVERY WEEK

lIve  musIC&
entertaInment

5WAYS 1200 X 1200 BOARDS.indd   2 04/08/2023   13:06

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in Sedgley,
Gornal, Coseley,
Tipton and all
surrounding areas. 

01902 690 936

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers 
Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

OAP 
Discount

1-2 Hour

650921

12 Month 

Excludes
blockages

Speak to 
us

today!

Emergency
Response

time!

Guarantee 
on labour!
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info@fi x4uroofi ngandbuilding.co.uk www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

&  B U I L D I N G
S E R V I C E S  LT D

ROOFING
4 U

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers, 
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional 
and cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We also offer:      Building Work      Damp Proofi ng
Paving & Drives      Landscaping

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL KINDS OF HOME IMPROVEMENTS
● 14 day cooling off period  ●   Free estimates  ●   No deposits

● £5 million liability insurance  ●  All work guaranteed

 

 

 

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

ROOFING
4 U4 U

FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

info@fi x4uroofi ngandbuilding.co.uk

01902 581 522
Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 In 1351 John de Vherleton, John de Hynkeleye, William Moyle, Adam  

Flemmyng and Edmund de Penne (all of Sedgley) together with Walter,  
Vicar of the Church of Seggesleye, were charged with illegally seizing land  
including 1080 acres of woodland from Roger le Aylesbury and Roger Hillary.  
The defendants failed to appear in court but were found guilty in their absence.  
They were required to forfeit half their own lands and pay 1000 marks. 

In 1922 John Harper of Hill Street, Upper Gornal was summonsed by Mr H  
Bashford, the Attendance Officer, for not sending his daughter to school.  His  
wife appeared in court and said that the child had a bad heart which hurt her eyes (!)  
Dr Ballenden gave evidence that he believed that the child was perfectly fit to go  
to school but Mrs Harper disagreed and that she would only send her daughter to 
school once she was convinced that she was fit.  The Stipendiary magistrate, N.C.A.  
Neville, made an order that the child should be sent to Lichfield Industrial School 
until she was 14.  At this the mother threatened the Attendance Officer warning him 
that “someone will pay”.  Bashford then said “I’m not afraid of you.”.  “You should 
be” retorted the Mother who was then fined 14s for not bringing the child to court. 

In 1919 Coseley Education Committee decided to accept a tender from John 
Marston Ltd for the supply of a ‘Sunbeam’ bicycle for use by the school nurse.  
The cost was £22/12s (with a lamp and bell extra).  The Committee also  
accepted an offer from Wolverhampton Eye Infirmary to purchase tickets  
entitling patients to one month’s treatment at the Infirmary either as an in-
patient or out-patient.  The cost was one guinea for three tickets. 
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BEACON NURSERIESBEACON NURSERIES
&  PLANT CENTRE&  PLANT CENTRE

Bookings are now Bookings are now 
being taken forbeing taken for

Holly Wreaths and Crosses, Holly Wreaths and Crosses, 
Chaplets, Crem Wreaths and Bars Chaplets, Crem Wreaths and Bars 

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEYROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY
Tel:Tel: 01902 88293301902 882933

We have over 3,000 shrubs We have over 3,000 shrubs 
available from £3.95available from £3.95

We also stock compostWe also stock compost

It is sometimes interesting to see just how  
others see us and where we live.   

Sometimes, however, the views are not 
always what we might want to hear… 

In 1934 J.B.  Priestley wrote his celebrated  
travelogue “English Journey” which included a 
short visit to Gornal:  “I remember arriving at the 
very end of the earth where the land appeared to 
have been uprooted by a great pig and where 
there were cottages so small and odd that they 
must have been built for gnomes, and the end of 
the earth was called Gornal and there the women, 
returning home from the brickworks wore caps 
and shawls...and looked as outlandish as the place 
they lived in.” 

Sedgley has not fared 
much better—indeed 
none other than 
Queen Victoria (seen 
left) who wrote in 
1893 that she was 
very distressed about 
the news of the 
“deplorable  
conditions of the 
homes of the Sedgley 
poor” following  
reports of a young 
girl dying in poverty. 
 

In 1868 Dr Ballenden, the Medical Officer of 
Health for Dudley, wrote in a report about the 
area:  “Thirty years amongst the nailers of Sedgley 
convinces me that they are the most immoral  
people in England…the women have more manly 
qualities than the men and in free fights the wife  
is generally the victor”.   
 
Coseley doesn’t escape either.  “Coseley is an area 
that defies description.  It is dirty and the people 
are dissolute and barbaric.  It is not a place to visit 
after dark”.  This was by Charles Dickens. 
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DUDLEY 
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road
(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

♦ All Bodywork 
Repairs Undertaken

♦ Classic Car Restoration

♦ Prep and Finish

♦ Bumper Scuffs

♦ Seat and Carpet

♦ Repairs

♦ Mopping and Polishing

♦ Dealer Approved

♦ Insurance claims 
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   194362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:0012/02/2021   12:00

Find us on:
facebook®
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1    ME     ME     ME
      AL      AL      AL

2

6 WAETHER

7 ONDON
ARIS

8 PLEASANT CCU

9 GRA12”VE

10 ARTHUR
BORED

11 CCRREEAAMM

12 DAMN ?

1 3 5

2 4 6

This month we have a new set of crazy dingbats for you to try to work out.  All you 
have to do is say what you see—it’s as simple as that.  The answers are all well known 

phrases and can be found on page 56 if you need them.

3   KNOW  it  NO

4   ROBBERS

5    QUACK CLUCK
      CLUCK   QUACK
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Tel: 0121 520 6091

Unit 4 Coneygre
Industrial Estate
Birmingham New Road
Tipton DY4 8XP

LOW
PRICES
GREAT
SERVICE

FREE
DELIVERY
ON ALL ORDERS

LOCAL FAMILY
BUSINESS TRADING
SINCE 1984

REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL OF EXISTING
FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE

FROM

SQ MTR

£5.95 FROM
£69

GENUINE
SAVINGS
Huge Selection!

Plus
FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk

CARPETS BEDS &
MATTRESSES

UPTO

OFF
75%

ROLL ENDSLAMINATES
& REMNANTS&VINYLS

FROM

SQ MTR

£7.95
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Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday – Saturday 9am-6pm  | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 0AY 

0121 561 5386

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

B U Y  S O F A S  D I R E C T
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

Caroline Group
3+2  

£1049 
SALE £949  

3+1+1  

£1249 
SALE £1099 

Jodie Group 
3+2  

£1399 
3+1+1 

£1799

Monza Group 
3+2 

£1349 
SALE £1199 

 3+1+1  

£1599 
SALE £1399 

Indigo Group 
3 + 2  

£1239
SALE £1099 

3+1+1  

£1299 
SALE £1149 

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,  
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793 

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  

0121 561 5386 

Northfield: 779 Bristol Road South, 
Northfield B31 2NN 

0121 270 9948

Summer Sale Now OnSummer Sale Now On

Summer
Special
Offer

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN
52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR  Tel: 01562 541473

 
Fantastic offers on Sofas, Beds, Living & Dining Furniture and Carpets

BUYSOFASDIRECT  
Now Open

52-54 Oxford Street, Kiddiminster  
DY10 1AR

Caroline Group 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1439

Abigail 
3+2  £1449 

3+1+1  £1749

Chesterfield Group  
3+2  £2499

3+1+1  £2799

Caroline Corner
£1249.99

Monza Group 
3+2  £1299

 3+1+1  £1599

Olivia 
3+2  £1279

3+1+1  £1399

Indigo Group  
3 + 2  £1099

3+1+1  £1299

Kent Group 
3+2 £1249

3+1+1  £1449

Newbury Group 
3+2  £1399 

3+1+1  £1649

Jodie Group 
3+2  £1499 

3+1+1  £1849

Nicole Group
3+2  £1099

3+1+1  £1369

Sally Leather 
electric recliner available in grey,  

charcoal and brown

3+2  £1999 
3+1+1  £2299

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Merry Hill Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm • Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP | 01384 958 793 

 Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY | 0121 561 5386 

� e Jodie Recliner 
3+1+1 

Was £1599 
NOW £1199

3+2 
Was £1499 

NOW £1099

Li�  and recline 
chairs from

£699
Home 

visits available

b u y  s o f a s  d i r e c t
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country 

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

Davina Group
3+2

£1049
NOW £899 

3+1+1
£1349

NOW £999 

Caroline Group
3+2 

£999 
NOW £899 

3+1+1 
£1199

NOW £999 

Olivia
3 & 2
£999 

NOW £899 
3+1+1
£1199

NOW £999 

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9.30am -6pm

Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  | 01384 958 793 

Dudley: Trident Centre, 
High Street,Dudley DY1 1QJ  | 01384 252453

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 OAY  | 0121 561 5386 

North� eld: 779 Bristol Road South, 
North� eld B31 2NN | 0121 270 9948

Fantastic o� ers on Sofas, Armchairs and Quality Oak Furniture                Large showroom       |     Free car parking       |        Established 1985

Nicole Group
3+2 £1,099 |  3+1+1 £1,369

Sally Leather
electric recliner available in grey, charcoal and brown

3+2 £1,999 |  3+1+1 £2,299

Monza Group
3+2 £1,299 |  3+1+1 £1,599

Chesterfi eld Group
3+2 £2,499 |  3+1+1 £2,799

B U Y  F L O O R S  D I R E C T
FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING 
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AT 
TOWNSEND PLACE MARKET
Kingswinford market at Townsend Place is situated in the heart of 

Kingswinford. Privately owned, the market has been trading for over 
40 years and has a thriving outdoor market with regular stallholders 

attending Thursday through to Saturday each week.  
We have a couple of business opportunities here at Townsend Place. 

Firstly, an established card business has become available. If you would 
like further information about this please give Richard a call on the 

number below. Secondly, with a limited number of spaces available on 
Thursdays we are now looking to expand what the market currently 
o� ers. Are you a crafter who is looking to be able to showcase your 

products? We would like to invite crafters and traders (there may well 
be upcoming trade opportunities) to join us. We o� er competitive rates.
Come down and see us on Thursday, Friday or Saturday or call Richard

on 07808 696969 for further information and to reserve a stall. 

60

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Without a doubt the best ever Sunday football team in the area must have been
the Kingswinford Athletic side of the 1970s. In the Kidderminster & District
League (one of the best and most competitive in the Midlands) they won the
Premier league for seven seasons in succession, completing the league and cup
‘double’ on four occasions. In the 1977-78 season they were unbeaten all
season. Eat your hearts out Chelsea!

In 1978 the Kingswinford Horticultural Society hosted the BBC Gardeners’
Question Time radio show. The panel who answered questions from the
audience included Fred Loads, Clay Jones, Bill Sowerbutt and compere Ken Ford.
The audience comprised not only members of the Kingswinford club but also
members of the gardening clubs in Wall Heath, Kinver, Colley Gate and Clent.

At one time there were a number of toll gates around Kingswinford. The main
one was in Moss Grove just by the Cross although the busiest was on the main
road towards Pensnett close to where the ‘Kingswinford’ pub stands today.
There was also a further toll at the junction of Bromley Lane and Stream Road
which, long after tolls ceased to be collected, was used by tram crews as a
shelter and tea stop. The final toll house in the area was onWovlerhampton
Road near the current entrance to Holbeche House.

It was reported in October 1919 that a resident of Wordsley, Ann Surman had
died at the grand old age of 105. She had 13 children and left over 100 direct
descendants.

It
’s

a
fa

c
t!

TREE FELLING

CROWN REDUCTIONS
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STUMP GRINDING

JUNGLES CLEARED

FENCING
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LOGS & WOODCHIP AVAILABLE
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Premier league for seven seasons in succession, completing the league and cup
‘double’ on four occasions. In the 1977-78 season they were unbeaten all
season. Eat your hearts out Chelsea!

In 1978 the Kingswinford Horticultural Society hosted the BBC Gardeners’
Question Time radio show. The panel who answered questions from the
audience included Fred Loads, Clay Jones, Bill Sowerbutt and compere Ken Ford.
The audience comprised not only members of the Kingswinford club but also
members of the gardening clubs in Wall Heath, Kinver, Colley Gate and Clent.

At one time there were a number of toll gates around Kingswinford. The main
one was in Moss Grove just by the Cross although the busiest was on the main
road towards Pensnett close to where the ‘Kingswinford’ pub stands today.
There was also a further toll at the junction of Bromley Lane and Stream Road
which, long after tolls ceased to be collected, was used by tram crews as a
shelter and tea stop. The final toll house in the area was onWovlerhampton
Road near the current entrance to Holbeche House.
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What started as an evening out with friends ended with the tragic and  
brutal death of a pregnant woman at the Jolly Crispin in Upper Gornal… 

On 23rd September 1844, 52 year told Joseph Penn and his partner Prudence Hughes met  
up with friends at the Hare & Hounds in Dudley before starting to return towards Sedgley 
where they lived.  The friends were in front of Penn and Hughes as they walked down the 
road but Prudence caught up with them and showed that her mouth was bleeding as Penn 
had just hit her.   The two friends then went their own way and Hughes started to walk  
towards the Green Dragon pub at the top of Jews Lane in Upper Gornal, leaving Penn  
(who was wearing a white smock-frock) following her some distance behind. 
At about 2.00am the following morning a man called Carter living in Gornal heard a woman 
scream and when he looked out of his window he saw a man in a white smock-frock hitting  
a woman.  He called out but the couple started walking down the road away from his  
house.  Later that morning two policemen (Isaac Tomkinson and Francis Eager) were on 
patrol nearby when they came across Penn and Hughes.  Prudence Hughes was laying on  
the road and her boyfriend was standing over her. 
The policemen asked Penn what was happening and he said that she was just drunk.  PC 
Tomkinson, however, noticed some blood on the road and Penn quickly changed his story 
and said that she was having a miscarriage.  PC Tomkinson immediately went off to find a 
doctor whilst PC Eager, with the help of Penn and a passerby carried Prudence Hughes to  
the nearby Jolly Crispin pub.  As soon as the surgeon arrived Penn was escorted to  Coseley  
Police Station for questioning.  Here he said that all he had done was try to persuade Hughes 
to return home to her three children and the only violence he had shown her was to push her. 
It was clear that Prudence Hughes was in a bad way and at about 9.00am on 24th September 
she died at the Jolly Crispin.  An inquest was held and evidence as to the cause of death was 
given by Dr Ballenden who had attended her at the pub.  He said that she had suffered two 
haemorrhages following ruptures of two arteries, one of which was undoubtedly caused by  
a blow. 
Penn stood trial at Stafford Quarter Sessions and was found guilty of manslaughter.  The 
Judge—Justice Colman—announced that the sentence was that Joseph Penn should be  
transported to Australia for a period of ten years.  On 28th March 1845 Penn with 219 other 
convicts was taken aboard the SS Theresa which sailed for Van Diemen‘s Land (Tasmania) 
arriving there on 3rd July 1845.  It seems, however, that Penn died just a few months later. 
It is said that, at times, the ghost of Prudence Hughes still haunts the Jolly Crispin and that 
her voice can be heard calling for forgiveness from her children. 

DRUNKEN NIGHT OUT ENDS  
IN TRAGEDY 
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week

Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas

Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars

Over 500 products in stock 

Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com



26 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Prior to the introduction of the Welfare 
State in 1948 many people used  
Friendly Societies in order to save for 
an income in old age or as insurance 
against illness or an inability to work.  
So successful were these societies that 
by the end of the 1800s there were 
some 27,000 Friendly Societies 
throughout the country. 
Most of the societies were based in pubs—
where men would go to deposit their  
savings—and were given memorable names. 
For some reason around the Black Country 
the names of flowers for the societies was 
very popular.  ‘The Fuchsia Friendly  
Society’ was based at the Red Lion in  
Gornal Wood whilst the ‘Geranium’ Society 
had its headquarters at the Red Cow at the 
Graveyard (otherwise known as Grosvenor 
Road).   
‘The Thistle Friendly Society’ met at the 
Wagon & Horses in Lower Gornal and at the 
Cross Inn in Kingswinford.  Other  
popular themes included mining (‘The  
Miners’ Hope‘ at the George & Dragon in 
Upper Gornal, ‘Miners’ Refuge’ at the White 
Chimneys in Gornal Wood and the ‘ Miners’ 
Pride’ based at the Limerick Inn in Lower 
Gornal).    
There were some societies whose name might 
be associated with the good feeling that the 
association provided.  Typical examples  
included ‘Heart’s Content’ at the Old House 
At Home in Coseley and ‘The Band of Hope’ 
at the Old Mill in Ruiton. 
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DUDLEY WINTER 
ALES FAYRE 

St James’s Road, 
Dudley DY1 1HP 
27-29 November

2025 

The Dudley Winter Ales Fayre is returning to 
Dudley Town Hall in November! 

The three day beer festival runs 27-29  
November and is organised by members of 
the Dudley and South Staffordshire branch 

(including Sedgley, Kingswinford and  
Wombourne) of the Campaign for Real Ale 

and neighbouring branches  

There will be in excess of 70 real ales and 
ciders featured this year. 

The doors will open at 1.00pm on Thursday 
and 11.00am on Friday and Saturday.  Doors 

close on Thursday and Friday at 10.00pm. 

Admission is free for all CAMRA members 
who book in advance for Thursday and  

Friday and is free to all without pre-booking 
on the Saturday. 

To buy advance tickets please visit 
www.dudley.camra.org.uk 

The festival this year celebrates the 200th 
anniversary of Priory Hall in Dudley and the 
bare knuckle boxer ‘The Tipton Slasher’.  In 

honour of these milestones there will be a 
special glass featuring them at the festival.  

There will be live entertainment on the  
Friday and Saturday together with hot and 

cold food available each day. 

Another plus point for visitors—anyone  
joining CAMRA at the event will receive 

two free pints! 
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Perfect Venue For Any Occasion
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

 During the Second World War the miners at 
Baggeridge Colliery were given a coal  
allowance of one ton a month.  In many cases 
they would sell it to friends or relations (the 
average cost was 2/6d.  However, this was  
firmly against the regulations and on occasion 
miners appeared in court accused of selling 
coal.  In most cases a hefty fine (up to 15/-)  
was imposed. 

In 1922 Sedgley Urban District Council had 
plans to acquire eight acres of land close to the 
Green Dragon pub in order to  build a cemetery 
serving Upper Gornal.  The Council appointed 
a committee to negotiate with the owners of the 
land.  Unfortunately an agreement could not be 
reached and the cemetery was never built. 

The old Manor of Sedgley covered about 12 
square miles and included nine villages—
Ettingshall, Sedgley, Gospel End, Cotwall End, 
Upper Gornal, Lower Gornal, Woodsetton, 
Coseley and Brierley. 

In 1841 in Sedgley most men (1,905) were  
employed in mining followed by (1,863) in  
manufacturing. As far as women were  
concerned the most popular employment was 
domestic service (419). 

In Coseley during the 1940s ‘David  
Whitebeard’ was a well-known character.  
Living rough in a makeshift tent pitched near 
the mouth of the Coseley canal tunnel, David 
was a kindly figure—apart from when he saw 
stray dogs which he would pursue with a stick! 

In 1971 Sedgley and Gornal (like the rest of 
the borough of Dudley) was one of the last 
areas in the country to be allocated postcodes.  
The first postcodes were allocated to the  
Norwich area in 1962. 
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on roll off, 
all ready for immediate delivery at prices 

yo cor beat!... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy, 
yo fi ll em they MT um....

They will even wait while yo load it!

MT Skips ltdMT Skips ltd
U Fill em we MT umU Fill em we MT um

MT 
SKIPS

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8QX.  Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774  

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!

Spot the yellow car, send us a 
photo and get £10.00 off 

(offer ends 30th November 2025)

Fencing, sheds and concrete posts available 
from The Shed Shop, Brierley Hill DY5 4AH

MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste 
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability – Reliability and a first-rate customer service.    
Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one 
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK. 

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100% 
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing 
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It’s easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we 
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive 

guides packed with tips about the dos and don’ts of booking a skip.

info@mtskiphire.co.uk
01384 240956
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We have £50.00 supermarket vouchers 
awaiting the two lucky winners of our 

competition this month – you could be one 
of them! Each winner will be able to select 

their choice of supermarket from either 
Morrisons, Sainsburys or Asda. 

So why not give it a go! 

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
VILLAGE VOICE on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 

Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk  
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  

The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the  
closing date of Friday, 21st November 2025. Good luck!

V W A T P M U P C A N
H I M H E C I O V N A
I L A R N G M C E C L
S L G E S M A P O B A
T Y A E U S W L M R C
O L Z N W N N L A O
R H I E C O I N C I L
E T N R O W S I H N V
Y N E D I T I O N S E
Z O S R E S A E T W T
I M A G A P A R I S H

YOUR 
CHANCE TO 

WIN A £50.00 

SHOPPING 

VOUCHER

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................
SEND TO: SUPERMARKET COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL

HIDDEN WORDS
1. LOCAL
2. PUMP
3. NEWS
4. TEASERS
5. THREE
6. VOICE
7. PARISH
8. MONTHLY
9. COMMUNITY
10. VILLAGE
11. MAGAZINES
12. BRAIN
13. HISTORY
14. EDITIONS
15. PENN
16. WIN
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERYPRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

07703 529004 07703 529004   cave.carter@yahoo.comcave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

WREATHS & HOLLY BALLS – PRE ORDER AND SAVE 15% BEFORE NOVEMBER 15th

Wreaths available for collection from November 28th. Holly Balls available for 
collection from December 5th. Delivery available (delivery charges apply)

SPARKLE THIS 
CHRISTMAS 

WITH A 
HANDMADE 
CHRISTMAS 

WREATH. 
ORDERS NOW 
BEING TAKEN

Winter nursery hours – Open  Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays Winter nursery hours – Open  Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
10am to 3pm and other times by appointment only. 10am to 3pm and other times by appointment only. 

(Closed from Dec 21(Closed from Dec 21stst until early March) until early March)

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY    Keep up to date by following our Facebook page

ALSO 
AVAILABLE – 
LARGE Jolly 
Holly Balls 

£25.00 each 
PRE ORDER 

ONLY
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In 1899 Sedgley Police Court heard the case 
of the “disappearing son” when Isaiah Jones 
was summonsed to appear before the   
magistrates. 
Isaiah, his wife Mary and three children lived in 
Lower Gornal and he appeared in court because his 
son Joshua had not been attending school.  When 
asked why his son had not been at school Isaiah 
stated that he did not have a son! 
He told the magistrates that he had three children but they were all girls—Joan, Margaret  
and Alice.  However, he did admit that his brother called Isaac did indeed have a son called 
Joshua—and that it so happened that they lived next door to each other. 
The newspaper report of the time described Mr Jones’ demeanour as “happy” as he left  
court after being found not guilty after what was clearly an administrative error.  That  
cheerfulness almost certainly quickly evaporated when he was served with a new summons 
on the steps of the court because neither Margaret nor Alice had been going to school! 

A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY! 
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DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC

Whether it’s a wedding,
corporate meeting or party,
birthday celebration, or
anything in between,
Dudley Kingswinford RFC
offers the perfect setting to
bring your vision to life.

Licensed Bar
Large On-Site Car Park
Friendly, flexible team

Flexible Event Space Hire

Our Services

Booking Now

On-Site Event Co-ordinator
Catering Packages Available
Room Dressing Available

Contact Abbie Croydon | Events Manager
Email: hospitality@dk-rfc.co.uk

our venue
A venue for every occasion

@dkrugbyclub www.dkrugby.rfu.club

HEATHBROOK | SWINDON ROAD | WALL HEATH | KINGSWINFORD | WEST MIDLANDS | DY6 0AW

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC
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 YOUR TIME IS OUR TIME 

Caring for our community
and here for your loved ones

The team at Jennings are dedicated to serving our local communities with 
passion and pride. We are here to help you by providing you with the 
highest standards of funeral care, listening carefully to your requests 

and creating a heartfelt tribute to your loved one.

11 High Street, 
Wednesfi eld WV11 1ST

01902 723237
12 The Woodlands Centre, 

Wood Lane,
 Willenhall WV12 5ND

01922 712153
276-278 Penn Road, 

Penn WV4 4AD
01902 330357

3 High Street, 
Sedgley DY3 1RP

01902 661137
484 Stafford Road, 
Oxley WV10 6AN

01902 786795
6-7 The Square, 

Codsall WV8 1PT
01902 845770

Church Road, 
Wombourne WV5 9EZ

01902 898103
Jamieson Court, 

50/52 Wellington Road, 
Bilston WV14 6AG

01902 491443
St.James House, 

Horseley Fields WV1 3DN
01902 352251
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WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WILL NEED FOR YOUR PET ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

01384 274985
07795 217374

31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB

Don’t forget your pet this Christmas. Nature’s Pawz is 
an Aladdin’s cave of everything you will need to make 

your pet feel special on the big day – from that must have 
toy to food and treats – NATURE’S PAWZ has it all!

Pet Supplies

31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 0HB
www.naturespawz.co.uk

NATURES PAWZWall H
eath

Wall H
eath

Raw Food – 
all natural
Chews
Pig’s Ears
Pig’s feet
Chews
Dog accessories

BIRDS
Bird seed
Hearts
Fat Balls
Suet blocks
Coconut halves
Peanuts
Small animal feed

AND MUCH 
MORE....

Local delivery 
service 
available

NATURES PAWZNATURES PAWZNATURES PAWZNATURES PAWZNATURES PAWZ
Don’t forget your pet this Christmas. Nature’s Pawz is 
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interiors

FITTED KITCHENS, 
WARDROBES &  
STORAGE SOLUTIONS
Master craftsmen carpentry  
with full design & planning service
KITCHENS Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen 
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors  
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

WARDROBES Bespoke fitted wardrobes for 
bedrooms, dressing rooms and unique spaces

STORAGE SOLUTIONS Bespoke media units  
& bookcases, bespoke fitted home office & studies, 
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

Contact Andy for a free quotation
MOBILE: 07930 643723   EMAIL: contact@shawfitinteriors.com

shawfitinteriors.com
 Take a look at our social media for examples of our work. 

Search ‘Shawfit Interiors’.

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 In August 1928 Frederick Higginbottom and his wife, May, were found guilty 

of keeping a betting house and acting as bookmakers without a licence.   
Following a tip-off the police kept watch on their house in Horsley Heath  
over four days during which they observed 39 men, 52 women, 28 girls and 
seven boys all entering the premises.  The decision was taken to raid the  
house where betting slips and a large amount of cash was found.  The couple 
were fined £48/10s. 
At Stafford Assizes in December 1857 Sarah Cherrington was charged with the 
murder of a Sedgley woman called Susannah Cartwright.  Cartwright was pregnant 
but could not afford to pay for a doctor to attend her.  When she was about to give 
birth she engaged Cherrington to assist but it later appeared that she did not know 
what to do when complications set in.  As a result Cartwright and her child died.  
Although the jury found Cherrington guilty they recommended that the Judge show 
her mercy.  Indeed this is exactly what he did, allowing her to go free without  
penalty, saying that she had been motivated by “the kindest feelings”. 

In 1877 magistrate—Isaac Spooner—fined Joseph Blackham, an 11 year old,  
20/- (or in default three months imprisonment with hard labour) for assaulting 
Mary Ann Hickman at Ruiton.  Apparently Blackham had shot at her with a 
catapult, hitting her in the eye.  The magistrate condemned such bad behaviour, 
saying that it was totally unacceptable.  Indeed, he said, he had heard of two  
cases where people had lost the sight in an eye through such antics—hence the 
substantial fine or alternative period in prison. 
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Your Local Fully Mobile Vet –  
Bringing Quality Care to Your Doorstep!

At Vets on the Meowve West Midlands, we bring expert veterinary care  
straight to your home. No stressful car journeys, no waiting rooms –  

just personal, convenient care where your pet feels most comfortable.

Our Fully Mobile Services Include:
Vet & nurse visits – A calmer, more familiar environment for your pet

Surgical procedures – Professional care, on the move

Dentistry & dental X-rays – Because bad breath = pain

General X-ray & Ultrasound – Advanced diagnostics, all  
done at home!

Vaccinations & routine care – Keeping pets protected

Pet Health Club – Preventative care with easy budgeting 

SPECIAL OFFER! Get 15% off all dental procedures until November 30th If your pet has 
smelly breath, it could be a sign of dental disease and pain – book in now to help keep 
them comfortable and healthy! Need help spreading the cost? We offer Care Free Credit 
to make your pet’s care more affordable.

Book today! Call us on 01384 889999 or email westmidlands@vetsonthemeowve.com 
to schedule an appointment.
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Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers

In 1867 H.P.  Parkes of Tipton manufactured what was 
then the largest anchor ever made.  It was for the giant 
‘SS Great Eastern ship designed by Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel. 
Originally built in 1858 as a passenger liner for the trans- 
atlantic route (although it was rumoured that it could carry 
4,000 passengers non-stop to Australia as well), the ‘Great 
Eastern’ suffered several disasters including a massive  
explosion that saw one of the funnels catapulted into the air.  
The cost of repairs for this and an extended stay in New 
York whilst repairs were carried out after it hit a rock in the 
harbour there actually bankrupted the company that owned 
the ship and it was sold at auction.   
Despite the fact that its scrap value alone was put at around 
£100,000 the ship sold for just £25,000.  The new owner then chartered it to the Telegraph  
Construction Company for use in laying cables across the Atlantic.  The great weight of the cables  
that the ship had to carry for this enterprise meant that a new, much larger and heavier anchor was 
needed and so Parkes were asked to make one weighing eight tons, a world record in those days.   
Following its service laying cables the ‘Great Eastern‘ was used in various ways including as a mobile 
advertisement for Lewis’s department store in Liverpool. 

RREECCOORRDD  BBRREEAAKKIINNGG  AANNCCHHOORR  FFOORR  TTIIPPTTOONN  FFIIRRMM  

The ‘Great Eastern’ was a marvel of its time 
but suffered problems throughout its  

lifetime. 
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 There was great controversy in Upper Gornal in March 1877 when the vicar  

of St.  Peter’s announced that he would not give permission for his parishioners 
to marry outside his parish unless they obtained his consent and pay him the 
necessary fees.  Not surprisingly this upset many of those who wanted to get  
married in neighbouring parishes and questions were asked whether the vicar’s 
ruling was indeed legal.  Before an answer could be found, however, the vicar 
moved on to a new parish and calm was once again restored. 
At the end of October 1900 a concert was given by scholars past and present of  
Coseley’s Christ Church Schools.  The first half included a series of songs performed 
by current pupils of the schools whilst the second half featured a work called  
Britannia, Queen of the Ocean involving some 30 performers.  The concert was  
very well received by a capacity audience. 

In 1909 it was announced that Frank Webb, a butcher of Louise Street, Gornal 
Wood, had been found dead at home with his throat cut.  It seemed that he had 
been due to attend court to answer charges of persistent cruelty to his wife and 
that on the eve of his appearance at Sedgley Police Court he had taken his own 
life. 

Originally the current Dormston Trading Estate on Burton Road was the site of  
Cartwright’s Brickworks which employed many women from the Upper Gornal  
area.  The rates of pay were known to be amongst the highest in the industry but the 
standards expected were very high—anyone found producing more than 5 sub-
standard bricks in 1,050 was invariably sacked. 
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And now for the second of our independent reviews on drinks around the world by 
Trevor Langley.   Trevor is an independent reviewer of all things drink—he sources 
his own companies and has absolutely no connection at all to the brands which he 
chooses to write about.  We thought this was a little different to our normal articles  
so now over to Trevor as he reviews the multi award-winning company Ginagain.    

For this quest I searched several gin producing companies, and, indeed, 
there are a good number of excellent producers of very fine gins.   
Multi award-winning Ginagain Spirits received recognition from the 
outset and has grown to have many ‘devotees’ of their gins.  Based in 
London, Ginagain Spirits has earned the appreciation of numerous gin  
connoisseurs.  Ginagain Spirits was founded by Rick Allen.  Enjoying 
his childhood around the Central Valley in California, USA, Rick was 
fascinated by the vast array of orange groves and became interested in 
the citrus and fruit farms in the area.  His travels to England, during the 
1990’s inspired Rick to further his love of gin with California citrus 
inclusions.  Time progressed and, with his wife Stephanie, they worked 
tirelessly on creating exceptional productions of fine, handcrafted, tiny 
batch, London Dry gins, utilising botanicals from global origins and 
California citrus, all to a great advantage. 

Ginagain – Gin 01 (42% vol) has excellent overtones of California orange peel and cubeb pepper  
berries.  Eleven ingredients are used to bring this gin to perfection, which has a hint of spice.  I found 
this gin to be well-balanced throughout, from the bouquet, through the flavour and mouthfeel and then 
on to the palate’s delight.  Indulgent and welcoming. 

Ginagain – Gin 02 (42% vol) has organic California grapefruit, fresh basil and ginger root as the  
ingredients for this delectation.  Notes of grapefruit are forward for this production, then, the basil 
inclusion is detected, adding a most pleasant herbal contribution.  The ginger comes in, with its  
warmth and a spicy hint.  I found this high-quality gin to be crisp and invigorating, with a very good 
balance.  Delightful and exceptional. 

No artificial ingredients, sweeteners or artificial flavourings are used in the productions of these 
London Dry gins.  Their very informative website has some more interesting details and online  
ordering is easy too with orders being dispatched quickly and efficiently.  A gin company with  
commitment and dedication to the grand end results. 

Ginagain Spirits Limited, 71 – 75 Shelton Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9JQ. 
E-mail: cheers@ginagain.com Website: www.ginagain.com

DRINKS:  MAKE MINE A GIN—AGAIN!
A review by Trevor Langley 

COMING UP IN THE  
DECEMBER EDITION: 
“Wines: Some sparkling  

sensations” 

As always, 

Enjoy! 

Trevor Langley 
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

Unique acrylic scenic 
paintings, incorporating a 

loved one’s ashes if required.

memoriesinbrushstrokes@yahoo.com
01384 837567

Facebook

MEMORIES IN 
BRUSHSTROKES

MORGAN REPAIRS
FAMILY RUN – OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

● COOKER REPAIRS
●  TUMBLE DRYER REPAIRS
●  VACUUM REPAIRS
●  WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS

SUPPLIERS & REPAIRS 
OF DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

Tel: 01384 443 399 – 07794 541 498
www.morganrepairs.co.uk – lloyd@morganrepairs.co.uk

A LOCAL COMPANY WHO CARES ABOUT THEIR CUSTOMERS

CALL THE PROFESSIONALS TODAY

DYSON SPECIALISTS

 
  

 

Services We Offer: 
 

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            

SPECIAL OFFER
uPVC Clean to Top Front, Back & Apex
Gutters Cleared      Free Window Clean

● Semi-Detached Houses – £99  ● Detached Houses – £139
When you take up this offer you will also get 20% off any further 

services booked with us. Why not add your conservatory or 
cladding, call for a price. T & C’s Apply. Limited spaces.

When they’re gone – they’re gone!!

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

 Neuropathy awareness 
 assessments made

• Nail Cutting
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae

Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

•   Home Visits Only

• Fungal Nails

●

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS

bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

1993 | 2023

ELEMENTS
RANGE

EELLEEMMEENNTTSS
RRAANNGGEE

FULL SHUTTER
RANGE

EXPRESSIONS
FAUX WOOD
RANGE

SALE NOW ON
OFFOFF OFF OFF

AUTOMATED BLIND RANGE

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

Compatible Solutions
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LEST WE FORGET 

On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month of 1918 the First World 
War—the bloodiest war mankind has ever 
known—came to an end.  It has been  
estimated that 16 million were killed in the 
conflict with a further 20 million wounded.  
Moira Michael, an American professor, 
was deeply moved by the plight of those 
who had lost loved ones or who had been 
injured in the War.  She was looking for a 
way to raise money especially for those 
who were disabled through the fighting 
and then she read a short poem… 

The poem had been written by  
a young doctor called John Macrae 
who was serving on the Front Line 
with the Canadian Armed Forces in 
the Flanders region of Belgium.  Just 
15 lines long the poem “In Flander’s 
fields” inspired Michael not only to 
write her own poem but to always 
wear a poppy in remembrance.  The 
idea caught on and soon she was 
purchasing silk poppies to sell to 
friends and relations in order to raise 
funds for ex-servicemen in her home 
state of Georgia.  Within two years 
she was campaigning for the poppy  
 

to be recognised as the American national symbol  
of remembrance, a feat she achieved shortly  
afterwards.  The use of the poppy to raise funds 
for ex-servicemen and their families spread to 
France and then—following the formation of the 
British Legion in 1921—it was introduced into  
the UK.  Such was the enthusiasm with which the 
idea was greeted that consideration had to be  
given quickly as to how the paper poppies could 
be manufactured (the first ones had come from 
France).  In 1922 Major George Howson MC  
took on the task of making the first batch of  
British poppies in a small factory on the Old Kent 
Road in London.  His staff were five disabled ex-
servicemen and his total capital was £2,000.   
The poppy was designed to be easy for disabled  
ex-servicemen to make and the same design is  
still used today (although different materials are 
now utilised and modern machinery is used in  
the manufacturing process.   
Within months the workforce had increased ten 
fold and by 1925 it became clear that the existing 
factory was too small and so new premises were  
found at Richmond in Surrey where today work 
continues in producing poppies.  In its heyday  
the factory employed some 365 people and  
manufactured a staggering 45 million poppies a 
year.  In order to give you an insight into the work 
that is actually done for Poppy Day, the national 
total for 2024 was a staggering £51.4 million. 
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   Nature, of course, has a way of regenerating  
itself and the following spring plants started to 
appear.  The first of these were the poppies whose 
seeds having lain dormant for years started to  
appear following the disturbance to the ground. 
In 1915 the sight of a sea of red poppies inspired 
John Macrae, a doctor in the Canadian Armed 
Forces to write in his diary a short poem.  He had 
just buried one of his close friends and the cross 
on the grave was surrounded by poppies.  His 
poem—”In Flanders fields” was published in 
‘Punch’ magazine and was to become one of the 
best known poems to be written during the First 
World War and it in turn inspired others to write 
other poems with the same sentiments.  We now 
go back to the beginning of this article to Moira  
Michael who wrote a poem called “We Shall Keep 
the Faith”: 

“Oh you who sleep in Flanders Fields 
Sleep sweet—to rise anew! 

We caught the torch you threw 
And Holding high, we keep the Faith 

With all who died. 

We cherish, too, the poppy red 
That grows on fields where valour led; 

It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies 

But lends a lustre to the red 
Of the flower that blooms above the dead 

In Flanders fields. 

And now the Torch and Poppy Red 
We wear in honour of our dead. 

Fear not that ye have died for naught. 
We’ll teach the lesson that you wrought 

In Flanders fields.” 

This poem was published worldwide and the  
tradition of wearing the poppy “in honour of our 

dead” was born.  This year the Royal British  
Legion’s pledge is to raise in excess of last year’s 
figure so please do support them in whatever way 

that you can and give generously. 

 

Life on the Front Line was incredibly tough and for 
many men their life expectancy once they had reached 
the trenches was only a matter of months, if not days. 

 

 

The Poppy Factory’s employment consultants are 
based regionally throughout England and Wales 
and offer regular one-to-one contact with veterans 
and their families.  Their remit is simply to do  
their utmost to help them on their journey towards  
employment. They help with CV writing, job 
search, support with training, exploring new  
opportunities, interview preparation, overcoming 
barriers and in-work support.  Each year their  
specialist team are able to help hundreds of  
people who are facing some of the most  
challenging situations in the Armed Forces to  
take positive steps forward on their own. 

The actual poppy plant is unusual insofar as when 
it drops its seeds at the end of each summer the 
seeds themselves do not germinate unless the soil 
on which they have fallen is disturbed.  During the 
First World War large areas of Flanders, a region 
of Belgium were devasted with virtually no  
buildings, trees or other vegetation left standing.  
All that was left was a sea of mud, shell holes and 
abandoned trenches. 
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Pete Murray joined ‘The Station of the Stars’ in 1950.  As an actor he had toured Britain and 
also appeared in James Stewart’s film, ‘No Highway’. 

In the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg’s Junglinster wireless studios he was soon presenting an 
exhausting raft of record programmes, plus  
features prepared on film tape back in London.  
The salary was £15 per week—which was £5 
more than Teddy Johnson had been getting. 

Dance band drummer and singer, Teddy, had 
turned his vocalising duets with Pearl Carr into 
a much more successful money-spinner, with 
smash hits such as the ‘Eurovision ‘Sing Little 
Birdie’ (1959’. 

Richard Nichols’ carefully researched book 
‘Radio Luxembourg—the Station of the Stars’, 
(1983) commences in the 1920s and ‘30s, when 
international arguments over the possession of 
radio wavelengths were being, shall we say, 
‘fiercely aired’. 

Here, the BBC was outraged at the thought of 
long-wave competition.  Even worse, “Dash it, 
those bounders in Normandy and Luxembourg are 
advertising.  ‘Tea! Soap!”  To quote the BBC’s 
indignant Toytown resident on Children’s Hour, 
Mister Growser, Disgrrraceful!”. 

Luxembourg’s powerful transmitters were seized  by Germany on the outbreak of World 
War Two.  William Joyce, ‘Lord Haw-Haw”, tried to feed Britain with propaganda. 

When this ‘Humbug for Hamburg’ started rambling on, presenters from the re-named ‘Radio 
International (Fėcamp, Normandy), such as Roy Plomely and Bob Danvers-Walker, had to 
get back to England. 

According to ‘My H. Samuel Everight Watch’ it was just in the nick of time! 

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath 
Mobile:  07831 342209   

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!) 

Cats loved the extra warmth of valve 
radios.  On the Light Programme, Music 

While You Work, the Charlie Katz  
appearances included Ocarina and 26 

other instruments. 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
‘OXYDOL!  For a bigger tub of richer suds!’ 
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COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the OCTOBER edition was 

LODGES (it was missing from the grid). The two lucky winners who each receive a 
FAMILY PASS to the fabulous WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK are:

SALLY DAVIES of Kingswinford and
MRS M HICKMAN of Tipton       

You can find this month’s competition on page 34.

PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualified.  
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

 WIN TWO  TICKETS TO  THE ROBIN  IN  BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two tickets up  
for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have to do  

to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,  
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at  

The Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,  
Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on  

   Friday, 21st November 2025 – GOOD LUCK!

     Congratulations to JANEY SIMPSON of BRIERLEY HILL who  
was the lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the OCTOBER edition.

  

 

1. Tennis. 

2. Water (or rather H₂O) 

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush. 

4. Long time no see. 

5. Tennessee 

6. Apparently there is a dog in the  
image. 

7. You should be able to see an Indian 
Chief and an Eskimo. 

8. Inkstand 

 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.      

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 22nd August 2025 

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER BATE of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the JULY edition. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the JULY edition was RHINO (which was missing).  

The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS to the fabulous  
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK   are: 

Sophie Mccolgan of Kingswinford and Tina Moore of Tipton 
 

You can find this month’s competition on page 36. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  
disqualified.  Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  

by the closing date. 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE  
BRAINTEASERS IN THE 
SEPTEMBER EDITION. 

 

 

 1 Three square meals 

2 Back to square one 

3 No two ways about it 

4 Honour among thieves 

5 Foul Language 

6 Spell of bad weather 

7 Tale of two cities 

8 Nice to see you 

9 One foot in the grave 

10 Man overboard 

11 Double cream 

12 Crossword puzzle 

COMPETITION WINNERS 
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the OCTOBER edition was LODGES 

(it was missing from the grid).  The two lucky winners who each receive a FAMILY PASS  
to the fabulous WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK are: 

 
CHRISTINA TAYLOR of Halesowen and MRS M HICKMAN of Tipton  

 
You can find this month’s competition on page 34. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be  

disqualified.   Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received  
by the closing date. 

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two   
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.       

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to  

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets,  
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL. 

The lucky winner will be drawn on  
Friday, 21st November 2025 

Congratulations to JANEY SIMPSON of BRIERLEY HILL who was 
the lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the OCTOBER edition. 

WWIINN  TTWWOO    

TTIICCKKEETTSS  TTOO    

TTHHEE  RROOBBIINN      

IINN  BBIILLSSTTOONN  

SSoo  hhooww  mmaannyy  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett??    IIff  yyoouu  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  wwoorrkk  oouutt  1100  oorr  mmoorree  tthheenn  yyoouu    
ttrruullyy  aarree  ggeenniiuuss  lleevveell!!      LLooookk  ffoorr  mmoorree  ccrraaffttyy  BBrraaiinntteeaasseerrss  iinn  tthhee    

DDeecceemmbbeerr  eeddiittiioonn..  
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In our October edition we set a competition to win 20 x pairs of  
tickets to the Festive Gift Fair—here are the lucky winners! 

BBRRIINNGG  OONN  TTHHEE  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  CCHHEEEERR——TTHHEE  FFAABBUULLOOUUSS      
FFEESSTTIIVVEE  GGIIFFTT  FFAAIIRR  WWIILLLL  SSOOOONN  BBEE  HHEERREE!!      TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  1133TTHH--  

SSUUNNDDAAYY  1166TTHH  NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  AATT  TTHHEE  NNEECC  BBIIRRMMIINNGGHHAAMM  

       Nicholas Phillips of Lower Gornal       Michael Green of Dudley 
       Susan Abbotts of Dudley        Leanne Guest of Kingswinford 
       Graham Follos of Kingswinford       Angela Woolley of Pattingham 
       Charlotte Preece of Dudley        Jacqueline Hartshorn of Dudley 
       Wendy Weremiuk of Telford       Neil Taylor of Halesowen 
       Sarah Barnes of Kingswinford       Sharon Breakspear of Tipton  
       Mark Mullett of Lower Gornal       Carole Eaton of Stourbridge 
       Christine Piotrowicz of Swindon       Julie Nicholls of Coseley 
       Janey Simpson of Brierley Hill       Karen Lloyd of Lower Gornal 
       Alison Watkins of Wordsley        Charlotte Haycock of Dudley 

Also in our October edition, our good friend and 
author, Graham Fisher, very kindly set  

aside three signed copies of his new book  
‘A BAKER’S DOZEN: inspirational characters 
and their impact in my world, with philosophical  

annotations’  
for us to offer to three lucky winners.  

The draw has now taken place and we offer  
congratulations to: 

Mrs Jean Homer of Lower Gornal 
Joe Lees of Wall Heath 

David Payne of Halesowen  
 

Your books will be winging their way to   
you shortly. 
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THE NEXT PARISH PUMP  
WILL BE IN THE DECEMBER 2025 

EDITION AND THE COPY  
DEADLINE IS Wednesday, 19th  

November 2025.     
Don’t forget that insertions are free if  
you run a Group or Association that  

is non-profit making.  Please send your 
details via email to Gail at 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 

ST CHADS CHURCH, COSELEY 
Oak Street, Bilston WV14 9TA 

Sunday, 14th December  
Carol Service at 4.00pm 

Sunday, 21st December 
Carol Service at 4.00pm 

Sunday, 21st December 
Christingle Service at 4.00pm 

Wednesday, 24th December 
Midnight Mass at 11.30pm 

Thursday, 25th December 
Mass at 10.30am 

    

ST JAMES THE GREAT CHURCH, 
LOWER GORNAL 

Church Street, Lower Gornal DY3 2PF 

Sunday, 30th November 
Joint Benefice Mass Service at 10.30am 

and 
Christingle Service at 6.00pm 

Sunday, 7th December 
Carol Service at 4.00pm 

Wednesday, 24th December 
Christmas Eve Service at 7.00pm 

Thursday, 1st January 
Mass at 12.00 noon 
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  SEDGLEY ACTIVE  
RETIREMENT GROUP  

meet every Thursday morning at  
Sedgley Community Centre,  

Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA  
from 10.00am-12.00 noon  

(term time only). 
 

COMING UP...   
13th November—A Slow Passage up  

the Cut by speaker Dave Briscoe. 

20th November—Stories of English  
Coinage by speaker Phillip Griffiths. 

27th November—Villains, Rogues & Peaky 
Blinders  - West Midlands Police Museum. 

4th December—The Life and Times of  
Sid James by speaker Andy French 

11th December—Black Country Christmas 
with Ian Bott 

18th December—Clive of India with  
wonderful Max Keen 

This then leads on to our Christmas 
Break—we will return on Thursday,  

8th January 2026. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE  
ALWAYS WELCOME 

—the first two sessions are FREE 

For further information, please contact  
Sidney Millinson on  01902 270430 
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www.sedgleylocalhistory.org.uk (also on  
Facebook) 

Schoolteachers, Andrew Barnett and Trevor Genge 
were co-founders of the Society in 1984.  Andrew 

launched the Sedgley Local History Museum (closed 
2004) and Trevor published five books on the 

Sedgley Manor villages.  Both were avid  
researchers and staunch supporters of   

conservation projects.   

COMING UP... 

THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER – 7:30 pm 
Over by Christmas?  Quintin Watt examines the  

reaction of Black Country folk to the outbreak  
of the Great War.  The widespread belief of a short war 

soon took hold. 
THURSDAY 8TH JANUARY 2026 – 7:30 pm 

Film Night & Quiz – Number 3:  Members & Visitors 
Evening – Enjoy some short films  

and brain teasers.   
THURSDAY 12TH FEBRUARY – 7:30pm 

History of Dudley Castle:  Max Keen dresses up and 
plays characters to vividly take us through  

centuries of castle life. 
THURSDAY 12TH MARCH – 7:30 pm 

Rogues, Villains & Peaky Blinders: Corinne Brazier 
has researched the real lives of Birmingham’s criminals 

and gangsters.  The amazing true stories beat fiction! 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.   
Individual talks—£2. 

St Andrew’s Church, Bilston Street,  
Sedgley, Dudley DY3 1JA 

We are busy preparing our  
DECEMBER editions of Village 

Voice Magazine.  If you are a place  
of worship within the areas of: 
Sedgley/Gornal/Coseley/Tipton 

Kingswinford/Wall Heath/Wordsley 
Wombourne/Swindon/Penn/Kinver 

and would like a free mention of your 
services over the Christmas period 
within our Parish Pump feature, 
please do get in touch by email at 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 
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 Tipton Town 
Libraries  
Local History 
Group has two 
new bostin 
Black Country Christmas cards 
for sale this year.   They are now 
available from Tipton Library and 
from the Black Country Hub at 
Merry Hill Shopping Centre.  Be 
sure to get yours in good time! 

DDUUDDLLEEYY  
SSEENNIIOORR    

RRAAMMBBLLEERRSS  
Dudley Senior Ramblers are an  

active rambling group for the over  
50s which meets every second  
Wednesday of the month from  

different start points within a 10-15  
mile radius of Dudley.  The walks  
are approximately 5-7 miles long. 

The group usually conclude the  
walks towards the end of November  

and will resume again  in February 2026.   
As such they are actively recruiting new 

members for 2026.   

If this is of interest to you, please contact  
Jayne Keay (Members’ Secretary) at 

mjkeay@btinternet.com 

  
AAllll  SSaaiinnttss’’  CChhrriissttmmaass  FFaayyrree  

Saturday, 6th December 2025 
10.30am-2.00pm  

All Saints’ Church Hall, Vicar Street 
Admission 20p 

Stalls include:  Tombola—Bottle Stall—
DVDs and books—Jigsaws—Homemade 
Cakes—Fair Trade—Children’s Table—

Plant Stall—Craft Stalls—Treasure 
Hunt—Chocolate Stall and Raffle. 

Refreshments available.   
The church is open for  
‘A Taste of Christmas’  
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Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 63



OUR SERVICE

BOOK NOW
01384 259555
www.summitgarage.co.uk
413-415 Himley Rd, DY3 2RA

Summit
Garage
OUR USED CARS
Over 40 cars in stock
Minimum 15 Months
Warranty on every car
New 12 Month MOT
Finance available
Px’s Welcome

Service and MOT’s
Brakes & Supension
Official MG Warranty
& Service Centre

1945-2025


