REMEMBRANGL

LEETVV\EEMFURBH “AY

Community magazine for Kingswinford, Wall Heath & Wordsley




ROYAL MASALA
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Proudly led by Rafique Miah (recently awarded the Best
Curry Chef 2025 for Wombourne Tandoori which was
established in 1989) and his Head Chef Anwar. Together
they bring a rich heritage of flavour, hospitality and
years of culinary experience to Royal Masala,
Kingswinford’s newest destination for authentic
Bangladeshi cuisine. Whether you are a long-
time lover of Indian food or just want to

try something new, we look forward to
welcoming you.

You are welcome to bring your own alcoholic
beverage. Please note, however, that soft
drinks from outside are not permitted as they
are available for purchase in the restaurant.

Alongside our fine dine-in experience we are
also offering takeway and delivery with fantastic
deals - enjoy 20% off on collection and 10% off
delivery when you order online.

CUrINAR

BEST CURRY CHEF
OF THE YEAR 2025

ROYAL MASALA OPENING HOURS

CONTACT US

8 Charterfield Drive Sunday - Thursday (5:30pm - 10:30pm) | www.myroyalmasala.co.uk

Kingswinford Friday - Saturday (5:00pm - 11:30pm) | info@myroyalmasala.co.uk
DY6 7SH OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS 01384 438147

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

Cover photo © Bigstock

The publishers cannot accept loss, damage or
omission caused by error in the printing of any
advertisement or editorial. Village Voice Magazines
Ltd. does not endorse any advertising material
within this publication. Please note that no part of
this publication may be reproduced, stored in any
retrieval system or transmitted in any form without
the prior written consent of the publishers.

Village Voice

Community magazine for
Kingswinford, Wall Heath & Wordsley

Cover story :

The 11™ hour of the 11t day of the 11 month
commemorates the end of the First World War
and, as always Remembrance Day is a very special
public display of the continuing recognition of the

debt we owe all those who protected us and our way of life.

The poppy is, of course, the iconic symbol of Remembrance Day
when the sacrifice made by those Commonwealth troops who
died during the First World War is commemorated.

On pages 52&53 we tell the story about how the poppy became
such a universal symbol of the War to end all Wars and how it
inspired many people to turn to poetry as a reminder to future
generations that we must never forget.

Gail

IN THIS ISSUE
6,22,38,60 It's A Fact!

10 Brainteasers

42 Stuntman saves the show

52-53 Lest We Forget

56 This month for our Wordsearch prize we have raided the
Village Voice coffers to provide 2 x £50.00 shopping
vouchers.

50 We feature the second of Trevor Langley’s reviews on all
things drink. This month is all about Gin.

68 Brainteasers Answers

70-74 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on with groups

and associations in and around your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is
FRIDAY, 21t NOVEMBER 2025. Entries received after this date

will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address,
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE, FIRE OR POLICE
NON EMERGENCY—POLICE

HEALTH
NHS
RUSSELLS HALL A & E DEPT

TRAVEL

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT
NATIONAL EXPRESS COACHES
NATIONAL RAIL LINE
TRAVELINE WEST MIDLANDS

HELP LINES

AGE UK Apvice CENTRE
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
CHILDLINE

SAMARITANS

STOP SMOKING HELPLINE
VICTIM SUPPORT

UTILITIES
SEVERN TRENT WATER (SEWERS)
SOUTH STAFFS WATER
(EMERGENCIES)
(LEAK LINE)
ELECTRICITY POWER Loss
GAS LEAKS

COUNCIL SERVICES

9990R 112
101

111
01384456111

0871 2220072
08717818181
0345748 4950
0871 200 2233

0800 678 1602
01384 482929
080011 11

116 123
0300123 1044
01384241511

0800 783 4444

08003891011
0800 24 33 52
08003281111
07415 602 536

DON’T MISS OUT ON
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,000 copies
of this edition of Village Voice
are delivered throughout
Kingswinford, Wall Heath
and Wordsley.

Extras are given to libraries and
selected shops in each area.
Be sure to look out for your copy.

DOYOURUNA
NON PROFIT MAKING
CLUB OR SOCIETY?
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL
COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming
events or to recruit new
members? Give us a call, send
us an email or drop us a line
here at VILLAGE VOICE - we
would love to help. See our
contact details on page 3.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline
for the DECEMBER 2025
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is
WEDNESDAY, 19" NOVEMBER
2025. Please book your space
early to avoid disappointment.

DUDLEY MBC 0300 555 2345
LIBRARIES - KINGSWINFORD 01384 812740
~-WORDSLEY 01384 812765
LT TIN

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two tickets up

for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have to do
to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at
The Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,
Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on
Friday, 21t November 2025 - GOOD LUCK!

p Congratulations to JANEY SIMPSON of BRIERLEY HILL who
~— was the lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the 0CTOBER edition.

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




Has Your Double

Glazing Steame

Established for over a
decade Cloudy2Clear
windows have become
a leading company
for glass replacement.
Issues with double
glazing can often be
gradual and may only
be noticed during a
clear sunny day or
during the winter. A
failed glass unit may
no longer provide you
with the protection
you need or be energy
efficient. Why not
spend a few minutes
checking your home
to see if you have any
failed double glazing?
If you act now you can
avoid these problems.
Now, you may think
you need to replace

the whole window
including the frames
and all the hardware,
however Cloudy2Clear
have come up with a
simple and cost saving
solution. .. Just replace
the glass!!

If you see
condensation in your
windows just visit our
website or give us a call
on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers
for a free no obligation
quote. A Cloudy2Clear
quote takes on average
no longer than 20
minutes. Once the
quote is completed,
we will sit down with
you and explain the
problem and tell you

d Up?

how we can fix it. With
years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a
wealth of knowledge
and are recognised

as a Which Trusted
Trader, plus our

work is backed by

an industry leading
25 year guarantee,
Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks
handles and hinges on
all windows and doors.

Your friendly local
Cloudy2Clear specialist
is Brian Stanley and he
services Kingswinford,
and Wordsley.

So, if your windows
are steamed up, broken
or damaged give Brian a
call for a free quotation e S
on 0800 61 21 118. i

Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
rage Quote Will
o Longer

Than 20 MINS!!!

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Trusted trader

Which?

Cloudy2Clear Are A...

Which?
Trusted
Trader

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING

Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges?

All Glazing Backed By Our

25 YEAR

GUARANTEE

Priority Freephone

0800 6121118

www.cloudy2clear.com

fy
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ST JAMES DENTAL AND
FACIAL AESTHETICS

With over 30 years experience len Christie and team are
ready to provide the best private dental care with full attention.

Qur small practice prides itself on our welcoming and
personable feel, with a wide range of private den
suit you.

RE INFORMATION

01384 394880 @ www .stiamesdentalcentre.co.uk @ Bridgnorth Road,
Wollaston, Stourbridge

DY8 3QG
OUR SERVICE:
° Basic home visits for assesments, exams & dentures ° £125 fixed fee non registered emergencies
@ Indepth in surgery check-ups @ same day emergency appointments (Subject to
@ Cosmetic dental work availability)
@ Teeth whitening @ Dentures
@ Airflow cleaning @ Facial Aesthetics by Helen Christie

In 1880 William Fletcher of Lawnswood House, Wordsley and Henry Smith of
Summerhill, Kingswinford were both appointed as visitors of houses licensed for
the reception of lunatics. Both of the gentlemen were also local Justices of the
Peace.

It was reported in June 1846 that the 10 month old daughter of the landlord of the
Yew Tree in Wall Heath had shown a remarkable growth pattern. Even at this tender
age she was 31% inches in height with a waist of 24 inches and her thighs were each
16 inches in circumference. Despite this she was in extremely good health.

* December 1922 saw Thomas William Shakespeare of Chapel Street, Pensnett
appear at Brierley Hill Police Court when he was fined 40 shillings for stealing
two chickens, the property of Ernest Jeavons of Bobbington. He said that he
had committed the offence because of poverty but Police Superintendent Willis
said that 15 or 16 fowl had been stolen from the Kingswinford area over the
previous few days.

* A nasty road accident involving a local man was reported in the Birmingham Gazette

of 6th September 1847. The story told how a party of travellers who had been to the
races at Stourbridge were driving their cart at some speed down Stourbridge High
Street when they were in collision with Edward Crane from Chaddesley Corbett who
was riding a horse in the opposite direction. Crane was seriously injured and several
of those travelling in the cart were thrown out and suffered varying injuries. By far
the worst hurt was Joseph Hill of Wordsley Green whose skull was fractured and
who died shortly afterwards.

6 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



DREAM DOORS*

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

SAVE £600 WITH
A FREE OVEN & HOB

Offer runs from 1st October to 31st December 2025.

Terms and Conditions apply. Offer only applies to selected ovens and hobs.
Participating showrooms only.

MODERN CLASSIC TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

v

Up to 50% less than a new fully 86 Lawnswood Road,
fitted kitchen Wordsley, DY8 5NA

> Replacement kitchen doors
> Cost effective made to measure solution Call us now for a free estimate:

Worktops and appliances 01384 956119

Quick installation in 2-3 days by )
local professionals Checkatrade.com 9.8/10

Where reputation matters

v

~

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY
I —m— —

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 7



FLAT ROOF

Google

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

F I ROOFING

& BUILDING
SERVICES LTD

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers,
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional
and cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We also offer: (v)Building Work (¥YDamp Proofing
(v Paving & Drives (v¥)Landscaping

01902 581 522

Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT
info@fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

8 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



SPECIALISTS

TR

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL
‘ 14 day cooling off period

KINDS OF HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Free estimates ® No deposits
All work guaranteed

h__d

- N A B Nchc_m_ul Association Roofing & Building Contractor
of Building Contraciors  of the Year 2021 - Wolverhampton

www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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This month we have a new set of crazy dingbats for you to try to work out. All you
have to do is say what you see—it’s as simple as that. The answers are all well known
phrases and can be found on page 68 if you need them.

1 ME ME ME 6 WAETHER
AL AL AL 7 ONDON

2 ARIS
8 PLEASANT CCU
niias

9 GRAI12”VE
3 KNOW it NO 10  ARTHUR
BORED

4 ROBBERS
11 CCRREEAAMM

)
5 QUACK CLUCK 12 DAMN?
CLUCK QUACK

For a brochure or tobook 801299 402989
lbbln [=1 46 Sandbourne Drive, Bewdley, DY12 1BN

7 info@phillipstravel.co.uk
(® www.phillipstravel.co.uk

nternational Travel Ltd

DAY TOURS
Sat4 Oct Newmarket & Cambridge £26 Sat29Nov  Glow at RHS Bridgwater £41
Sun190ct  St-Annes-On-Sea £26 Sat 6 Dec Yuletide coffee & mince pies £28
Sat8Nov  Autumn Gold Tintern & Monmouth £23 Sat13Dec  Festive Hereford £25
Tue1lNov Remembrance Day at NMA £20 Tuel16Dec  Broadway Festive Lights £24
Sat15Nov  Leek Market & Stafford £21 Sat20Dec  Worcester Christmas Tree Trail £17
Sat22Nov  Melton Mowbray & Leicester £23 Thullan New Year Tour & Lunch £51

QUALITY HOLIDAYS 2025/26

16Nov  CITY OF DIAMONDS & BELGIANFINESSE ~ 5days ~ £750
30Nov  ADVENTAT PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL ~ 2days  £190

8Dec  FESTIVE SIDMOUTH 5days  £500

16Jan  WINTER WARMER IN TORQUAY Adays  £375

. 1Feb CHESTER 2days  £190

e = 16Feb  EARLY SPRING INBOURNEMOUTH S5days  £400

8Mar  VICTORIAN LUXURY—ISLEOFWIGHT ~ 5days  £690

YOURLOCAL FAMILYRUNCOMPANY 17 Mar ~ SIDMOUTH IN SPRINGTIME S5days  £520

30Mar  ISLES OF SCILLY 5days  £980

PICKING UP THROUGHOUT DUDLEY, 9Apr  DUTCH FLOWERS & WINDMILLS S5days  £875

HALESOWEN, KINGSWINFORD,

STOURBRIDGE, WALL HEATH etc. Price includes dinner, bed & breakfast and excursions.

10 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



BLAZEHAIR

Thinking about hair
extensions?

ow’s the perlect i
(o treat yoursell!

Our super senior stylist Faye is now
fully trained & qualified with Hairs
& Graces Hair Extensions, offering

four different extension types.

+4 Why choose us?

Did you know anyone can train to fit extensions -
even without being a qualified hairdresser?
With over 15 years of hairdressing experience,
Faye knows how to colour match, blend, and care for
your hair to achieve flawless, natural results.

Experience really does make all the difference $*

Book your consultation today!

E“%i“ﬁ
@ www.blazehairkingswinford.co.uk ) &8

37 LAPWOOD AVENUE, KINGSWINFORD DYé 8RP @ 01384 70048

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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KINGSWINFORD

CHRISTMAS

FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER JOIN

LIVE MUSIC + ¥ CHRISTMAS ¥
ENTERTAINMENT PUDDING TRAIL
MEMORY TREE | MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE HELICOPTER |

w&m/my NEWEYS HOMEMADE PIES | THE FAT CAT | LOADED
LE FLIP CREPERIE | DONUTS | ICE CREAM | COFFEE VAN AND

Y SPONSOR

L“ Wa!gilmrrsons
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LIGHTS, 1/ o«

UsS 4PM —7PM AAN/NAA

BRITISH LEGION ‘

————— HOSTED BY THE ROYAL —————
|

SANTA’S * * FACE
GROTTO FAIR PAINTING

CHILDREN’S RIDES | POP-UP BAR | FOOD STALLS
FRIES AND BURGERS | CHEESECAKES BY EMILY LIGHT

YILT:l FREE PARKING ON MANOR PARK svg}f::"
AND PENZER STREET

LeopardInn  SERENITY elalile  tenlhouse

Kingswinford i, RS & el e Event Services

® o0
Al g

DESIGN BY WWW.TENHOUSE.CO.UK

**\I ‘




GARAGE DOORS
ROLLER SHUTTERS
TRELLIS GATES

Why Choose Rings Security
Shutters and Gates Ltd?

Full Range of Products
Aesthetically Pleasing,
Mechanically Efficient

Fully Trained Staff

Adding Protection and Value
Compliant to industry Standards
Colours, Sizes and Operation
Flexible to Customer

L
““Alcumus’

‘SateComractor

Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600

www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

Rings Security Shutters & Gates Limited

Nationwide
Emergency Cover

24 Hours
365 Days a year

Between 1871 and 1911 Wordsley Workhouse
(on the site of the old Wordsley Hospital)
housed an average of over 500 individuals at

any one time. There were equal numbers of
men and women.

In 2000 a survey published in the ‘Daily
Telegraph® said that Kingswinford had the
lowest divorce rate in the West Midlands.

In 1327 there were just 18 taxpayers in
Kingswinford. Together they had to pay taxes
totalling 48 shillings!

The very first “Millennium baby” born at
Wordsley was Benjamin Flavell who was born
at 1.41am on 1st January 2000.

In Oak Street, Kingswinford the ‘One and
Al was a community hall that hosted a wide
variety of events from the meetings of local
clubs and the occasional dance.

Brierley Hill Road in Wordsley was originally
called Bug Pool Road before its name was
changed to Brewery Street when Wordsley
Brewery was established. The demise of this
enterprise, however, saw the road’s name
altered again to its current title. Wordsley
School was, for many years called Buckpool
School.

Dadford Warehouse (behind the Red House
Cone) was named after Thomas Dadford,
the engineer who created the canal. The
warehouse was originally used by Webb’s
Seeds.

Green’s Forge was one of four original forges
used by Dud Dudley in 1621. it was converted
into a corn mill but then demolished in the
1890s.

14
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RICHARD ALLEN-ZOARDER

B ATE AGENT

—
RICHARD ALLEN-ZOARDER
BESPOKE ESTATE AGENT

YOUR LOCAL PROPE?RTY EXPERT

SALES
LETTINGS
MANAGEMENT
SURVEYS

) 08001123677 <

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




BUY FLOORS DIRECT

FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




BUY SOFAS DIRECT

%P All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country %€

Nicole Group Monza Group
3+2 £1 099 | 3+1+1 £1,369 3+2 £1 299 | 3+1+1 £1,599

Sally Leather _ Chesterﬁeld Group
electric recliner available in grey, charcoal and brown 3+2 £2 499 | 3+1+1 £2 799
3+2 £1,999 | 3+1+1 £2,299

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

Large showroom | Free car parking | Established 1985

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN

52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR Tel: 01562 541473

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1 TP
01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

LALA LR buysofasdlrect co. uk

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




GARDENING & HEDGE TRIMMING SERVICE

@ ; J g 2
,/ljﬁ(ymy y()[[? ]/l?(/(’”/ﬁﬂ/}/ (I/[(//OW}‘ el

» Border maintenance i !
- Garden clearance/makeover Oc- . X
Garden clearance/makeove LwilfEle —e—

) glf:tsinZ”tt'”g FULL & PART REWIRES
+ Pruning/training FUSEBOARD CHANGES - CALL OUTS
Hedge trimming/reduction TESTING - EXTRA SOCKETS

OUTSIDE LIGHTS

Tel: 07548 206126

Email: Wilf’s Mobile:
primrosegardeninghedgetrimming@gmail.com 07572 613414

Fully insured public liability Eﬁﬁ% Email:
NPTC City & Guilds qualified E¥3Te wilfredo123@hotmail.co.uk

It may not quite be the Wild West but at times in the past
Brierley Hill must have seemed similar.

The 1860s saw a spate of rustling in the area with over 20
horses and ponies disappearing in the space of just two months.
Most of the missing animals had been kept in Brockmoor and
Pensnett and all had been taken during the hours of darkness
with no clue as to who had taken them.

The loss of the horses and ponies caused substantial hardship
for their owners as they were all working animals used either - -Lr

for hauling coal from the mines or delivering it to customers. '

Around two months after the first animals had gone missing two boys reported a terrible
smell coming from a disused mineshaft on the edge of Pensnett Common, close to Lenches
Bridge. Investigations showed that at the bottom of the shaft were the corpses of the horses.
A watch was kept on the mine and three nights later a George Yates from Brierley Hill was
caught dumping another dead animal down the mine.

At his trial Yates could give no explanation as to why he had killed them and in sentencing
him to six years imprisonment with hard labour the judge told Yates that “if you are not mad
then you are certainly extremely stupid!”

18 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



Giving you Peace of Mind
Meet our Wills & Probate Team

813 High Street Lu Waldrons

Kingswinford | DY6 8AD Solicitors

waldrons.co.uk | 01384 888 771 Supportive Legal Experts | Trusted Since 1867

Waldrons Solicitors Ltd is Authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. SRA Number: 564439

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




tterless Cleaning Services
Tel: Suzanne - 07975 954435

Domestic, Commercial, End of Tenancy, Weekly, Fortnightly,
Monthly, Quarterly - Loading Appliances, Bed Change & Ironing
All Equipment & Products Supplied & Pet Friendly

N ) &
N
TERLESS
07975 954435

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01384847002

We work in
Kingswinford , Wall
Heath, Wordsley and
all surrounding
areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES «

V Fast Response
v/ All Work Guaranteed
V/ Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages

»12Month <[» OAP <l » 1-2Hour «

Guarantee Discount Emergency
on labour! Speak to Response

Excludes

blockages : 650921

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

SRR NN
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Your Local Fully Mobile Vet -
Bringing Quality Care to Your Doorstep!

At Vets on the Meowve West Midlands, we bring expert veterinary care
straight to your home. No stressful car journeys, no waiting rooms -
just personal, convenient care where your pet feels most comfortable.

Our Fully Mobile ServiGes InGlude:

E,/ Vet & nurse visits — A calmer, more familiar environment for your pet
E,/ Surgical procedures — Professional care, on the move

E,/ Dentistry & dental X-rays — Because bad breath = pain

E,/ General X-ray & Ultrasound - Advanced diagnostics, all E— BN TE
done at home! NETS

E,/ Vaccinations & routine care — Keeping pets protected

@ Pet Health Club - Preventative care with easy budgeting

SPECIAL OFFER! Get 15% off all dental procedures until November 30" If your pet has
smelly breath, it could be a sign of dental disease and pain — book in now to help keep
them comfortable and healthy! Need help spreading the cost? We offer Care Free Credit
to make your pet’s care more affordable.

Book today! Call us on 01384 889999 or email westmidlands@vetsonthemeowve.com
to schedule an appointment.

Photo courtesy of Celina Taylor Photography
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Master craftsmen carpentry
with full design & planning service

Fully fitted kitchens, full kitchen
refurbishments, replacement kitchen doors
& worktops, and worktop jointing & fitting.

Bespoke fitted wardrobes for
bedrooms, dressing rooms and unique spaces
Bespoke media units

& <cases, bespoke fitted home office & studies,
bespoke fitted bathroom cabinetry, and bespoke storage solutions

07930 643723 contact@shawfitinteriors.com

& SUz,

Citygg

Guilds -@ 1
Qualified It
interiors

f Take alook at our social media for examples of our work.
Search . shawfitinteriors.com

For many years the largest and most well-known employer in Wordsley was
seed merchants Webb & Sons. Much of their success was due to the innovative
marketing techniques they used to keep their name at the forefront of every
gardener’s mind. Whenever they won prizes at major competitions they would
take photographs of their displays and prizes and send them out as postcards to
gardeners throughout the country. They also provided prizes of seeds and cash
to many gardening societies who were running their own competitions—in 1889,
for example, they supported over 100 societies from the north of Scotland to
Cornwall in this way.

Although it was built in 1858, by 1870 a debt of £200 on the construction of the
Wordsley Institute still existed. To clear this outstanding amount it was agreed that
a ‘Grand Picnic” would be held at Prestwood Park on Monday, 3th July 1870.
Members of the Institute alongside workers from several local glassworks marched
with three bands—the Pensnett Victoria Band, the Bilston Excelsior Temperance
Band and the 9th Worcestershire Rifle Corps Flute & Drum Band—from the
Institute to Prestwood. Here there were various entertainments laid on including
rides in a hot air balloon, a display of glass from local factories and a “velocipede
circular railway” on which visitors could try out variously bicycles and improve
their cycling skills. Admission to the park was 6d.

In April 1849 at Staffordshire Assizes, Thomas Lewis pleaded guilty to stealing a
wheelbarrow, the property of Joseph Woodcock of Kingswinford, for which he
was sentenced to two months imprisonment.

22 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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% TREE gﬂ SCAPES

We are a trusted professional company arTHH ;'H it Eu;u
with a great reputation to uphold. il W%&% “ ‘ ( ﬂri

Over 20 years experience ,, > “?’“’”I'”i“ Ll
47 “_‘

No job too big or
too small

* Tree Work
 Paths

* Fencing :
» Turf o

* Artificial i D ST
Grass [l LT R,

*¥*Call within 48 hours to
receive a 20% discount™*

Contact us today on

01384 848344
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TREE & SCAPES i

* Driveways
* Block paving
« Tarmac

e Ground
works

* Drainage

5 * Gates and
24 gateways

* Patios

All year round service
Fully insured

Contact us today on

: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
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TOTAL SEWING SERVICE

Curtains & Blinds : Haberdashery : Alterations

—

N

| FAGERATIONS

|bridesmaid dress alfer 1
P I
S e 6

=~ € 92 R
Advice, Measure, Make, Fit

Bespoke curtains and blinds, all made to measure,
with 100’s of fabrics to choose from.

e Huge range of poles and tracks
e Homeware and Interiors
e Haberdashery
e Wool and knitting patterns
e Dressmaking fabrics and patterns

e Clothing alterations, specialising in bridal
and prom wear, with tailoress on site

e On site Bridal Gown Alterations
Open:
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday | 10am - 3pm Saturday

01384 295960 | 7 The Cross, Kingswinford, DY6 9JA
www.totalsewing.co.uk
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DECORMAR

COMING SOON!!

Real Christmas
ees and Handmad
hristmas Wreaths

Place your orders

Don’t forget the
firelighters this winter -

decorations, artificial

and real trees, wreaths

and holly balls. g
Remembertoplace W =i

-l yourorderearlyto :

' #48 avoid disappointment.

Cards & Gift Bags ® Key Cutting ® Calor Gas ® Logs & Coal

i SOURCED,

e

11A Enville Rd, Kingswinford DY6 0JT
Monday - Friday 9am — 5pm
Saturday 9am — 4:30pm Sunday 10am — 1pm
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BUMPER SCUFFS

ChlpsAwa y

Scratches and scuffs wo

Save up to 50% on conventional
body shop repair costs -
call us now to discover how
much you could save!

For a free estimate call Paul Mansell

0800 028 7878
07964 688614

paul.mansell@chipsaway.co.uk
www.chipsaway.co.uk/paulmansell

ChipsAway repairs are:
* Professional quality * Cost-effective
» Convenient * Completed same day

UP IN THE AIR IN WOLLASTON

One of the favourite touring attractions in the 1930s that paid
visits to the area was Alan Cobham’s Flying Circus. The Circus
came to Wollaston in 1931 and was based on the field which is
now used by the Stourbridge Rugby Club. Special promotional
competitions were held in local papers with the winners having a
flight in one of the circus’ aircraft.

The crowds flocked to see the Circus and the various acts
including parachutists and stunt flyers. The star of the show,
however, was Sir Alan himself.

He was a pilot during the First World War and then in the early Our photo above shows the
1920s was a test pilot for the de Havilland company. In 1926 “official” portrait of Sir Alan
he flew a plane around Africa and then later the same year flew Cobham that hangs in the

a plane to Australia (where he was met by a crowd of 50,000). National Portrait Gallery

Later he was to found a company called Airspeed with a gentleman called Nevil Norway
who was better known as Nevil Shute, the novelist. The company developed the inflight
refuelling techniques that were to become so important during the Second World War.

He retired to the British Virgin Islands at the end of the War but returned to the UK shortly
before he died in 1973.
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NATURES Psz‘

L N USRS g IS R
ﬁ ’ '..‘ : 'f- { &E N
Don’t forget your pet this chrlstmas Nature’s Pawz is
an Aladdin’s cave of everything you will need to make
your pet feel special on the big day - from that must have
toy to food and treats — NATURE’S PAWZ has it all!

Raw Food -
all natural

Chews

Pig’s Ears

Pig’s feet
Chews

Dog accessories

BIRDS

Bird seed

Hearts

Fat Balls

Suet blocks
Coconut halves
Peanuts

Small animal feed

AND MUCH
MORE....

Local delivery
service
available

> _/

\*’*‘}

"(“ﬂ’ Do¥ bk bn’f :
Bowx peMy bols Vg
[ 5 Bl ot b “B'S
¥ ¥ Ho
SR P pa b %OED tal 5
oy _ Cracker

<l i

b\

’!\

* ; " ‘

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU WILL NEED FOR YOUR PET ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
31 High St, Wall Heath, Kingswinford DY6 OHB ® .. 01384 274985
D
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(et rid of your
Flat %oof worries. f "

ALL ASPECTS OF
ROOFING COVERED
FULLY INSURED



EIGHT YEAR OLD
WEIGHED LESS
THAN A STONE!

In April 1855 the
magistrates court at
Stourbridge heard a terrible story of child
abuse in the centre of the town. The court
heard that the mother of young Henry
Edward Henefer had died when he was

very young and his father had remarried.
However, the sister of his mother believed
that he was not being properly looked after
and went round to the house at Gig Mill to
check on the welfare of the boy. Several
times she was refused entry but eventually
she managed to force her way in. The sight
she saw was clearly unbelievable. The boy
was reduced to “a complete skeleton” with
his feet wrapped in bandages as he had lost
several toes through frostbite.

She took the unfortunate Henry away and
informed the police who hastened to the
house to question his father and step mother.
They, however, had disappeared. Henry was
taken to the magistrates court in order that the
police could ask for a warrant for their arrest.
Word about the youngster’s appearance in
court had spread quickly and a large crowd
had gathered to see Henry’s arrival. So weak
was the child that he had to be carried into
the court and was unable to stand, having to
lay on the seats during the hearing.

The magistrate that heard the evidence took
little time to announce that not only would a
summons be issued for the immediate arrest
of the father and his new wife but also that
the young Henry should be admitted to the
Workhouse where he could be properly
looked after. The father was never found—it
was suggested that he had fled abroad.

Exercise classes for
older adults

e
- {4
Improve your
e strength
« flexibility and mobility
* balance
e stamina

Fully trained and experienced instructor, friendly classes,
convenient and accessible venues with parking. Classes open to
ladies and gents.

Sedgley Community Centre
Tuesday mornings 10-11am

Kingswinford Methodist Church
Wednesday afternoons
Two classes 1.45-2.45pm and 3.15-4.15pm

Wall Heath Community Centre
Thursday mornings 9.45-10.45am

Please call to for more information and to book a free taster
session

Angela on 07512 546480
Email activeseniorsclass@gmail.com

“ https://www.facebook.com/activeseniorsclass/

-....-...
‘ ] Step Ahead

Margaret Cox
Foot Health Practitioner, DipCFHP MPSPract

Member of the Alliance Register of Foot Health Practitioners
Foot Care In the Comfort Of Your Own Home
Foot Care Services include:
¢ Nail Trimming

¢ Treatment of Corns

¢ Callus Reduction
ALLIANCE

ALIANCE ROSISTER - AR

e Verrucas
¢ Fungal Infection
¢ Diabetic Footcare

To Book an Appointment Contact Me On:

07752 570538
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“Still a Prlvate Busmess
EST. 1971

Deliveries of fresh milk and dairy produce throughout
Kingswinford, Wall Heath, Wombourne, Stourbridge, Hagley,
Sedgley, Tipton, Halesowen, Kinver and surrounding areas.

Delivering all types of fresh milk including Organic and Oat milk
in glass bottles. Lactose free milk, Alimond milk etc in cartons.
All fresh milk also available in poly bottles.

If you know someone

living in an area above that is .

looking for a milkman, we would be 4 I L
delighted to help. - et onsaazecer’

We have remained a private family business
delivering fresh milk and other dairy products
to your doorstep, shops, nursing homes
offices and schools in the .

early hours of the morning.

PLEASE RING OR EMAIL IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DELIVERY

Brigstock Dairies Ltd, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7LA
© 01384 293817 [ accounts@brigstockdairies.co.uk
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Lisa’s Cleaning Services

Providing a profiessional, quality, neliable service.
DBS checked, insuned and nefierences available

Services Offered:

¢ Kitchen Cleans

® Bathroom Cleans

* Mopping

¢ Dusting, Polishing

® Vacuuming

¢ Changing Bed Linen
¢ Deep Cleans

¢ Window Cleaning

(J 07873 707740
< lisatimmins1975@gmail.com

IBENGON unssms
& [

Bookmgs are . now
- bemg taken for"

Holly\Wreathsland|Crosses!
ChapletsY(Crem \Wreathsland Bars

WWelhaveloverf3¥000shrubs
availablelfroml£3!95)

We also stock. complost,,

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY
Tel: 01902 882933

5% discount

for OAP’s
No call out fee

Checkatrade.com

Gas,PIumbmg & Heating Ltd

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Proud members of

Where reputation matters

CALL FOR A FREE quoTE 07377 453081
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Your Local Councillor Update

Dear Residents

Update on Car Parking Charges

We’re continuing to push for a fairer deal for Kingswinford’s local businesses and shoppers
following the introduction of borough-wide car parking charges. After raising concerns that
Kingswinford was being unfairly treated compared to larger town centres, we’ve now secured a
reduction in the minimum charge to just 50p for 30 minutes starting 23rd October.

Speeding - Continuing to Raise Concerns

We’ve had ongoing reports from residents about dangerous and inconsiderate driving in several
areas, and we’re continuing to raise these concerns with Dudley Council’s Highways and
Enforcement teams.

Swindon Road, Enville Road, and Stallings Lane have all been flagged by residents, and we’ve
requested targeted monitoring and further traffic calming measures where appropriate. If
there’s a speeding hotspot nearyou that hasn’t yet been looked at, please let us know.

Early-Stage Plans for a BMX Pump Track
We’re excited to be supporting early efforts to explore the creation of a dedicated BMX pump
track somewhere within Kingswinford or Wall Heath.

This idea came directly from residents asking for more facilities for young people in the area.
We’re now working with council officers and local residents to assess feasibility. The estimated
costis around £60,000, and fundraising has already begun.

Once fundingis in place, a list of potential locations will be drawn up, and a full public
consultation will be carried out to ensure any decision has the backing of the local community.

It’s early days, but we’re hopeful this could be a fantastic addition to the area.

Phil, Ed & Mark

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TEAM BELOW

Cllr Phil Atkins
Tel: 07929 662888
Email: cllr.phil.atkins@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Ed Lawrence
Tel: 01384 818007
Email: cllr.ed.lawrence@dudley.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Webb
Tel: 07801 802227
Email: cllrmark.webb@dudley.gov.uk
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375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ @ 01384 252968

As the leaves change colours and the air
gets crisper, it’s the perfect time to reflect on
what’s been going on in your life. Autumn is
a season of transition, and sometimes that
can feel overwhelming. But don’t worry,
you're not alone! Kaleidoscope Counselling
is here to support you in navigating life’s
twists and turns.

For many people Counselling can be viewed
as a negative thing as we are often taught “not to air our dirty washing
in public” however unlike talking to a friend I am able to offer a non -
judgemental listening ear in a confidential environment there will be
no bumping into me at a party and worrying about what you’ve said.

Counselling can support you to look at where you want to grow and
make changes, helping these autumn and winter months seem lighter
and brighter.

If you would like more information about me visit www.kaleidoscopecounselling.co.uk
or email me at www.kaleidoscopewellbeing@outlook.com. | offer a free 15
minute chat to tell you about what | do and answer your questions.
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DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD REG

1R Eourve

A venue for every occasion,

Whether it's a wedding,
corporate meeting or party,
birthday celebration, or
anything in between,
Dudley Kingswinford RFC
offers the perfect setting to
bring your vision to life.

Our Services

(' Friendly, flexible team
(' Large On-Site Car Park
(M Licensed Bar

(M Flexible Event Space Hire

(M On-Site Event Co-ordinator
( Catering Packages Available
(4 Room Dressing Available

Booking Now

@) Contact Abbie Croydon | Events Manager
Email: hospitality@dk-rfc.co.uk

HEATHBROOK | SWINDON ROAD | WALL HEATH | KINGSWINFORD | WEST MIDLANDS | DY6 OAW

fl]lII]LEY KINGSWINFORD RFC @dkrugbyclub 7 www.dkrugliy.rfu.club
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In July 1864 Elijah Hillman, the landlord
of the Cross Inn, Kingswinford appeared
in court accused of allowing skittle playing
for money on his premises. Despite his
solicitor pleading that Hillman ran his pub
in a most respectable and orderly manner
Hillman was found guilty and fined 10
shillings with £1/9s/6d in costs. This,
however, was not the only time that
Hillman found himself in court. In
November 1872 he was charged with
serving a drunk on his premises. The court heard how a police constable had
seen a man, James Green, who was obviously drunk outside the pub. The
constable watched Green enter the pub and after a few minutes followed him
in. He saw Green standing at the bar with a glass of spirits in front of him.
Hillman denied that he had served Green, saying that it must have been one

of his friends who bought it for him. The magistrate said that the constable
should have prevented Green from entering the pub in the first place and there
was no evidence that Hillman had served him. The charge was dismissed.

The final phase of houses on Crestwood Park in Kingswinford was released for sale
in April 1971. Prices started from a very reasonable £4,275. Not surprisingly, they
sold very quickly.

Nictolas Barwell & Go. Jid

Accountants ® Tax Advisors
Stirling House, Carriers Fold, Church Road, Wombourne, West Midlands, WV5 9D]
Tel: 01902 897141 Fax: 01902 897242
Email: benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk  Website: www.nicholasbarwell.co.uk /
/
We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach
Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment tax return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and book-keeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and tax planning

Start-up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting

Corporation Tax returns and assistance thereon

INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.
Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on 01902 897141 or e-mail benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk.
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Dreamworld CLEARANCE

LI r N | t u r e CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE

upTto 15% oOFF
EVERYTHING

CAN’T GET OUT? WE CAN COME TO YOU! WE WILL MEASURE AND
HELP YOU MAKE THE PERFECT CHOICE FOR YOUR HOME...
~— 173 I '

—{ PROMOTIONAL
OFFER
AVAILABLE!

LEATHER
UPGRADE AND
COLOURS OF

‘ FURNITURE
AND
DELIVERY
TO A ROOM

OF YOUR
CHOICE!

Lift an Rise
0DD CHAIRS & furniture all at
SOFAS STARTING

FROM £195 AMAZING

TO CLEAR!

@ Relief from aches and pains

0 Single and double beds

starting furniture WIDE RANGE OF DINING
0 Premium mattresses from £99 A AND BEDAI‘i'gﬂI\ABFI!lERNITURE

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE UPTO £1,000

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Dreamworld
F urn | t ure 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660 (=S|
% g IF YOU CAN'T GET TO US WE CAN COME TO YOU

www.dreamworld.furniture
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BYD DOULPHIN SURF

DEPOSIT PER MONTH APR

Retail Sales Only. Subject to availability at participating retailers only on vehicle orders from 08/10/2025 to 31/12/2025. 0% APR available on 49
month Personal Contract Purchase on all BYD Dolphin Surf Models. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i)Pay the Optional Final
Payment to own the vehicle, (i) Return the vehicle. (iii) Part exchange the vehicle where equity is available. Prices correct at the time of being
published and are subject to change without notice. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Finance subject
to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee may be required. Santander Consumer Finance RH1 1SR.

Q 114 Worcester Road,

& bydkidderminster.co.uk
® 01562 312259

40 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




— )

KIDDERMINSTER

BYD ATTO 2

Q@ 95 Enville Street,
DY8 1 XW

& bydstourbridge.co.uk

® 01384 438022 [=] %5

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 41




STUNTMAN SAVES SHOW

For many years into the 1920s the
Stourbridge Horticultural Society held an
annual show at Mary Stevens Park in
Stourbridge.

However, despite some of the most magnificent
displays regularly seen in the Midlands,
attendances at the Show began to decline and in
1923 the organising committee decided to
introduce other entertainment.

They arranged for local escapologist Victor Odin
to perform a number of stunts—including escaping
from a sealed packing case that had been sub-
merged 6 feet under the park’s lake. To make it
more difficult he had been bound and handcuffed
as well.

Over 6000 people flocked to the Show to see this
daring stunt and when he emerged from the water
it was said that the cheers could be heard as far
away as Dudley. Victor was known as the “Harry
Houdini of the

Midlands” and

certainly many of his
escapes were

modelled on the great
showman’s act (our

picture (right) shows
Houdini in typical i,
pose). However,
Odin’s act was much
wider than just
escapology—he also
performed the “Dive
of Death” and was
frequently portrayed

as the “Human A
Bomb”. Although he performed his stunts across
the country he often appeared at local shows and
had a strong Black Country following. Victor and
his wife Louise held their engagement party at the
Bottle & Glass pub at Buckpool (which is now in
the Black Country Living Museum) and so many
attended that traffic on the road outside was
brought to a halt!

DUDLEY WINTER
ALES FAYRE
St James’s Road,
Dudley DY1 1HP
27-29 November
2025

The Dudley Winter Ales Fayre is returning to
Dudley Town Hall in November!

The three day beer festival runs 27-29
November and is organised by members of
the Dudley and South Staffordshire branch

(including Sedgley, Kingswinford and
Wombourne) of the Campaign for Real Ale

and neighbouring branches

There will be in excess of 70 real ales and
ciders featured this year.

The doors will open at 1.00pm on Thursday
and 11.00am on Friday and Saturday. Doors
close on Thursday and Friday at 10.00pm.

Admission is free for all CAMRA members
who book in advance for Thursday and
Friday and is free to all without pre-booking
on the Saturday.

To buy advance tickets please visit
www.dudley.camra.org.uk

The festival this year celebrates the 200th
anniversary of Priory Hall in Dudley and the
bare knuckle boxer ‘The Tipton Slasher’. In

honour of these milestones there will be a

special glass featuring them at the festival.

There will be live entertainment on the
Friday and Saturday together with hot and
cold food available each day.

Another plus point for visitors—anyone
joining CAMRA at the event will receive
two free pints!
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K11 AIR

Members get amazing

savings all year! Use our QR code to

register or book online!

Latest creams
available in store!

Can’t find what you're looking for?
Just ask one of the team, we're always
happy to help!
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Patrick J BeIIew

Interior Painting Fully insured
Wallpapering Reliable and trusted
Exterior Painting Competitive Rates
Domestic NVQ Level 3
Commercial Based in Wordsley

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:
01384 271038 or 07793 589984

patrickbellew@ymail.com
www.local-painter-decorator.com

\[%qu; CROWN Ji
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¥y X
The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week
Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas
Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars
Over 500 products in stock
Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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WIFE FOR SALE!

In the 18th and 18th centuries getting a
divorce was well beyond the means of
virtually all working class couples no matter
how much animosity there was between a
man and his wife. As a consequence in most

cases couples would just separate and go their |

own ways (although this had its pitfalls—the
husband could be sued for desertion and the
wife may well be classed as a “loose woman”
if she found a new partner). There was,
however, an alternative solution—for a man
to sell his wife to another man.

Whilst such a transaction had no basis in law
it seems that a number of these sales took
place across the country and indeed Charles
Dickens refers to one such event in his book
Dombey and Son. Certainly in the Black

3 R
WAV . ,

Country there were several instances of wife
selling recorded.

The very first of these—in 1692—involved
“John, the son of Nathan Whitehouse of
Tipton” who apparently sold his wife to a Mr
Bracegirdle. Although in this instance we do
not know the price paid in a number of later
cases more details are available. In 1823, for
example, Moses Maggs sold his wife in
Wednesbury marketplace for three gallons of
ale whilst Lydia Jones was sold for 10
shillings and a quart of ale in the marketplace
in Walsall the following year.

Not all sales were quite as profitable—
between 1849 and 1859 wives were sold at

Brierley Hill, Tipton and Dudley for just 6d
a time.

Wife selling was not taken particularly
seriously by the participants and in all
recorded cases it seems that both husband
and wife were happy for it to go ahead with
the wife having the power to veto the sale to
any prospective purchaser to whom she had
taken a dislike.

In most cases there was a considerable
amount of pre-publicity about an impending
‘wife selling” and on the chosen date a large
crowd would invariably gather at the house
and accompany the man and his wife to the
nearest marketplace. On this journey the
wife would wear a halter around her neck
and be led by her husband through the most
convenient tollgate where he would pay the
appropriate fee for a cow, pig or sheep
passing through it. Whilst such actions may
seem very demeaning to us today it is clear
from contemporary newspaper reports that
such a ritual was taken lightheartedly by all
concerned.
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ONE COMMUNITY UPDATE BY SHAZ SALEEM

Hey wonderful people of Kingswinford and Wall Heath, I'm very proud
to be part of the Village Voice writing a monthly blog to highlight
amazing community groups and community champions.

As the founder of the Saleem Foundation charity and recipient of
The High Sheriff Award, | believe volunteering makes me feel as
though I am an ambassador for my areq; | feel a sense of pride for
where | come from.

The Old Courthouse Kingswinford opens in style
I had the absolute honour and pleasure to do the official opening
of The Old Courthouse Kingswinford! Owners Prem Regmi and Bikram
Kharel have done an amazing job transforming The Courthouse.

The Indian Bar & Grill is a Smokehouse specialist offering

a wide range of delicious food including Ultimate Burgers,
Smoked and Grilled Steak, and so much more. They also cater
for vegetarian, vegan and have a variety of children’s meals.
It is absolutely amazing to see the Old Courthouse back open
and being utilised!! The Indian Bar and Grill is open from 12
noon to 12am Monday to Sunday.

Bonsai Black Belt Academy host the ngswmford Toy SWGp
Myself and Alina Naz Saleem are proud to donate dozens 2

of toys on behalf of the Saleem Foundation supporting the .
Kingswinford Toy Swap. Please donate your unwanted toys
to us throughout November and help other local families this
Christmas!! Please message or call Lydia to arrange drop off
on 07581442336. On Saturday 7" December at Bonsai Black
Belt Academy (1.30pm-3.30pm) you will be able to come and
select toys for Christmas presents!!!

TSF Award for Heroes see triple winners

We have presented awards to three incredible champions.
Jemma Louise from the Stourbridge District RSPCA won the
Award for August. Emily Fereday from Fereday and Co won the
Award for September and Roger Edwards from Sgt Peppers
Friendship Club won the Award for October.

The Awards were presented by our community champion Lydia
Longville from the Bonsai Black Belt Academy, Kingswinford,
who said, “It's obsolutely amazing hearing the lovely work
done by these amazing people and on behalf of Bonsai Black Belt Academy we are proud
to present these Awards to such fantastic people!” If you know anyone who lives or works in
Kingswinford, Wall Heath, and the surrounding area and deserves to be recognised, please
nominate them by emailing me at the address shown below.

UPCOI‘I‘III‘IQ commumty events

9* November - Kingswinford & Wall Heath Litter Pick - 10am @ 23 November - Kingswinford & Wall
Heath Litter Pick - 10am @ 28" November - Kuppa Club - 9.15am to 1lam at Wall Heath Tavern @

28t November - Kingswinford Light Switch On - 4.30pm onwards - Kingswinford e ‘Jingle the Wall Heath’
Santa Trail tickets are now on sale, please collect from Grandpa’s Sweet Shop or contact me at the
address shown below.

Contact me

D 07786196666 XX askshaz@hotmail.co.uk ﬂ @shazsaleemO001
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NOTHING LIKE A WOMAN SCORNED...

The Somerset County Gazette in April 1839 carried a fascinating story about a local
man who was double-crossed by two women.

A Mr Benedict Wragg, described as a “patent smoke bottle maker” from Dudley formed a relationship
with a Lydia Bradley who lived in Birmingham Street, Dudley. Together they had two children but
after a while, however, Wragg started to enjoy the company of another lady, Nancy Lane, a tripe shop
owner. Unfortunately both ladies knew each other and Nancy decided that she would seek revenge on
the double dealing Wragg. Having persuaded Wragg to agree to marry her, Nancy went to Wordsley
Church and registered for the banns to be read...although rather than her own name she gave that of
Lydia Bradley.

On the day of the wedding Nancy met Wragg at her house where she was already dressed in her
wedding dress and other finery. She told him to proceed to the church and that she would meet him
there shortly. Once he had departed she went upstairs and gave the dress to Lydia who quickly
changed into it with the final touch of attaching a full face veil.

It was, therefore, Lydia not Nancy who walked down the aisle in Wordsley Church and—because
Benjamin was somewhat overawed by the whole ceremony he did not notice the name of his bride!
Indeed it was not until he lifted the veil to kiss his new bride after the ceremony that he found that he
had married Lydia and not Nancy! His next stop was a solicitor’s office but was told that the marriage
was completely legal and the only way of changing the situation was for him to seek a divorce...which
would be expensive. He decided to stick with the wife he had (mistakenly) acquired. Such a nice man!

(& PAINTING & DECORATING 00 ADAMS

(& HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 00

() LOCKS & SAFE FITTING LOCKS & MAINTENANCE LTD
(2 GENERAL MAINTENANGE 07876 612785

FREEQUOTES %
FULLY INSURED &

@ FENGING & GARDENING
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Financial
planning for
you, your
family and
your business

B Pension planning

B Savings and
investments

B Illness & life cover

m  Wills, trusts &
estate planning

contact us

JPA Financial Services Ltd
Cross Offices

Summerhill
Kingswinford

West Midlands
DY6 9JE
T-01384918 158 Financial Services Ltd

www.jpafinancial.co.uk
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DRINKS: MAKE MINE A GIN—AGAIN!

A review by Trevor Langley

And now for the second of our independent reviews on drinks around the world by
Trevor Langley. Trevor is an independent reviewer of all things drink—he sources
his own companies and has absolutely no connection at all to the brands which he
chooses to write about. We thought this was a little different to our normal articles
so now over to Trevor as he reviews the multi award-winning company Ginagain.

For this quest I searched several gin producing companies, and, indeed,
there are a good number of excellent producers of very fine gins.

Multi award-winning Ginagain Spirits received recognition from the
outset and has grown to have many ‘devotees’ of their gins. Based in
London, Ginagain Spirits has earned the appreciation of numerous gin
connoisseurs. Ginagain Spirits was founded by Rick Allen. Enjoying
his childhood around the Central Valley in California, USA, Rick was
fascinated by the vast array of orange groves and became interested in
the citrus and fruit farms in the area. His travels to England, during the
1990’s inspired Rick to further his love of gin with California citrus
inclusions. Time progressed and, with his wife Stephanie, they worked
tirelessly on creating exceptional productions of fine, handcrafted, tiny
batch, London Dry gins, utilising botanicals from global origins and
California citrus, all to a great advantage.

Ginagain — Gin 01 (42% vol) has excellent overtones of California orange peel and cubeb pepper
berries. Eleven ingredients are used to bring this gin to perfection, which has a hint of spice. I found
this gin to be well-balanced throughout, from the bouquet, through the flavour and mouthfeel and then
on to the palate’s delight. Indulgent and welcoming.

Ginagain — Gin 02 (42% vol) has organic California grapefruit, fresh basil and ginger root as the
ingredients for this delectation. Notes of grapefruit are forward for this production, then, the basil
inclusion is detected, adding a most pleasant herbal contribution. The ginger comes in, with its
warmth and a spicy hint. I found this high-quality gin to be crisp and invigorating, with a very good
balance. Delightful and exceptional.

No artificial ingredients, sweeteners or artificial flavourings are used in the productions of these
London Dry gins. Their very informative website has some more interesting details and online
ordering is easy too with orders being dispatched quickly and efficiently. A gin company with
commitment and dedication to the grand end results.

Ginagain Spirits Limited, 71 — 75 Shelton Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9JQ.
E-mail: cheers@ginagain.com Website: www.ginagain.com

COMING UP IN THE
DECEMBER EDITION:
“Wines: Some sparkling
sensations”
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VILLAGE CAFE @3

Coffee % Breakfast % Lunch Village Cafe Ltd

8 Townsend Place, Kingswinford DY6 9JL

BREAKFASTS LUNCHES LIGHTBITES CAKES

ALL DAY BREAKFASTS AND FULL ENGLISH SET BREAKFAST

Tea and toast or bread and butter served 8am - 4pm

TRY OUR HOMEMADE LASAGNE, SHEPHERDS PIE AND OMELETTES

BREAKFAST - TEA - CAPPUCCING - FRESH SANDWICH & SALAD - MILKSHAKE - SMOOTHIE

5.‘ Haus ~—
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On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of
the eleventh month of 1918 the First World
War—the bloodiest war mankind has ever
known—came to an end. It has been
estimated that 16 million were killed in the
conflict with a further 20 million wounded.
Moira Michael, an American professor,
was deeply moved by the plight of those
who had lost loved ones or who had been
injured in the War. She was looking for a
way to raise money especially for those
who were disabled through the fighting
and then she read a short poem...

The poem had been written by

a young doctor called John Macrae
who was serving on the Front Line
with the Canadian Armed Forces in
the Flanders region of Belgium. Just
15 lines long the poem “In Flander’s
fields” inspired Michael not only to
write her own poem but to always
wear a poppy in remembrance. The
idea caught on and soon she was
purchasing silk poppies to sell to
friends and relations in order to raise
funds for ex-servicemen in her home
state of Georgia. Within two years
she was campaigning for the poppy

REMEMBRANCE DAY

_ LEST WE FORGET

to be recognised as the American national symbol
of remembrance, a feat she achieved shortly
afterwards. The use of the poppy to raise funds
for ex-servicemen and their families spread to
France and then—following the formation of the
British Legion in 1921—it was introduced into
the UK. Such was the enthusiasm with which the
idea was greeted that consideration had to be
given quickly as to how the paper poppies could
be manufactured (the first ones had come from
France). In 1922 Major George Howson MC
took on the task of making the first batch of
British poppies in a small factory on the Old Kent
Road in London. His staff were five disabled ex-
servicemen and his total capital was £2,000.

The poppy was designed to be easy for disabled
ex-servicemen to make and the same design is
still used today (although different materials are
now utilised and modern machinery is used in

the manufacturing process.

Within months the workforce had increased ten
fold and by 1925 it became clear that the existing
factory was too small and so new premises were
found at Richmond in Surrey where today work
continues in producing poppies. In its heyday

the factory employed some 365 people and
manufactured a staggering 45 million poppies a
year. In order to give you an insight into the work
that is actually done for Poppy Day, the national
total for 2024 was a staggering £51.4 million.
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“ Nature, of course, has a way of regenerating
 itself and the following spring plants started to

= appear. The first of these were the poppies whose
seeds having lain dormant for years started to

i appear following the disturbance to the ground.

In 1915 the sight of a sea of red poppies inspired
John Macrae, a doctor in the Canadian Armed

z ,s poem—"In Flanders fields” was publlshed in
‘Punch’ magazine and was to become one of the

4 go back to the beginning of this artlcle to Moira
" Michael who wrote a poem called “We Shall Keep
the Faith™:

Life on the Front Line was incredibly tough and for
many men their life expectancy once they had reached
the trenches was only a matter of months, if not days.

“Oh you who sleep in Flanders Fields

Sleep sweet—to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And Holding high, we keep the Faith
With all who died.
The Poppy Factory’s employment consultants are
based regionally throughout England and Wales We cherish, too, the poppy red
and offer regular one-to-one contact with veterans That grows on fields where valour led;
and their families. Their remit is simply to do It seems to signal to the skies
their utmost to help them on their journey towards That blood of heroes never dies
employment. They help with CV writing, job But lends a lustre to the red
search, support with training, exploring new Of the flower that blooms above the dead
opportunities, interview preparation, overcoming In Flanders fields.

barriers and in-work support. Each year their
specialist team are able to help hundreds of
people who are facing some of the most
challenging situations in the Armed Forces to
take positive steps forward on their own.

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught.
We’ll teach the lesson that you wrought
In Flanders fields.”

The actual poppy plant is unusual insofar as when

it drops its seeds at the end of each summer the
seeds themselves do not germinate unless the soil
on which they have fallen is disturbed. During the
First World War large areas of Flanders, a region
of Belgium were devasted with virtually no
buildings, trees or other vegetation left standing.
All that was left was a sea of mud, shell holes and '

This poem was published worldwide and the
tradition of wearing the poppy “in honour of our
dead” was born. This year the Royal British
Legion’s pledge is to raise in excess of last year’s
figure so please do support them in whatever way
that you can and give generously.

abandoned trenches.
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ON THE HOME FRONT

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

tuart's Handyman Services MORGAN Soruens s

L n
Carpentry ff lidl(({;// man to gf{ﬂfﬂ/ FAMILY RUN - OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE APPLIANCES
Household DIY DOKER REPAIR
Kitchen and Bathroom fitting [UMBLE DRYER R
Plumbing and ground-works a Vi REPAIR

1A

Tiling walls and floors...

Experienced kitchen & bathroom fitter. Jobs small or large, reliable and
good quality work carried out. For free quotes call Stuart Phillips on CALL THE PROFESSIONALS TODAY

Phone 01746 768840 Email:stuart@stuartshandymanservices.co.uk Tel: 01384 443 399 - 07794 541 498 =

Mobile 07818 883757 Website:www.stuartshandymanservices.co.uk [l """ LB - irs.co.uk R e

ovenbm!dlltz i Res SPECIAL OFFER [Mime

ands - =
_ == () uPVC Clean to Top Front, Back & Apex
Local oven cleaning specialists ) Gutters Cleared (JFree Window Clean
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs [l * Semi-Detached Houses - £99 « Detached Houses - £139

Website - www.ovenblitzmidlands.co.uk When you take up this offer you will also get 20% off any further
i N services booked with us. Why not add your conservatory or

0800 773 4870/ 07757 099529 cladding, call for a price. T & C’s Apply. Limited spaces.

Give us a try - we do the job you love to hate!! When they're gone — they're gonel!

fsb®  [iSitiieom o] 07879 ( )2 e

E SH AGGY DOG ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS

: MOB: 07958 500386
Pet Grooming for Cats & Dogs KEITH MIDDLEBROOK

acomp pe Of Srog E e : o Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com

G o E INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

SETNEERES % DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS

. SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS
ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV

s ANDEN YR pisrrane INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS
'S[":';”';;m AR et NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
- : FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED
01902 66 or 07848 03979 ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Dog <

Pattingham Drama presents

The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's Guild Dramatic Society's
'Rather Silly' Production of Dickens'...

A Christmas Carol ...

by David McGillivray and Walter Zerlin Jr
3rd to 6th December 2025 at 7.30 pm - Pattingham Village Hall

Tickets are £12 online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/pattingham-drama
or phone line: 0333 666 4466
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Imagine zero(dry time
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. :
e i R 8 !

99y CIIDELS or weLdog smell”

1ean
cleaning.
Leather Cleaning

| Specialists
Restoration & Recolouring

080041801a918il
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We have £50.00 supermarket vouchers
awaiting the two lucky winners of our
competition this month — you could be one
of them! Each winner will be able to select
their choice of supermarket from either
Morrisons, Sainsburys or Asda.

So why not give it a go!

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with
VILLAGE VOICE on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards,
backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all — or it may be misspelt!
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us.
Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the
closing date of Friday, 21** November 2025. Good luck!

VWATP 0| o | . | /| HIDDEN WORDS
1. LOCAL

H I MH E O VN A i
3. NEWS

I L A RN 4.TEASERS

S L G E S Ao i) SY| 5. THREE
6. VOICE

T Y A E U 7.PARISH

O L Z NW NP e 0| 8. MONTHLY
9. COMMUNITY

R HI E C VRS B B 0. VILLAGE

ETNZ RO Sl ol 4| 1. MAGAZINES
12. BRAIN

Y NE D I L0 S 9 13, HISTORY

Z O S R E A ETWT 14. EDITIONS
15. PENN

I M AGA AR T IS H BRI

MISSING WORD: NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: TEL NO:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND TO: SUPERMARKET COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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2ORME
ROOFIN

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & MAINTENANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

* Re-roofing « Storm damage « Soffits * Pointing
* New Roofs  « Tile & Slate repairs  « Guttering » Brick work
* Flat Roofs  « UPVc fascias « Exterior painting + Rendering

2> Mob : 07518 363151

2 Email : ormesroofing@yahoo.co.uk

GUILTY!

Over the years our local courts have had to deal with many cases of animal cruelty.
For some reason many of these were heard at the court in Brierley Hill.

In 1869 local man Joseph King appeared before Brierley Hill magistrates charged with
unlawfully and maliciously killing a cat belonging to Mrs William Lambert. He pleaded
not guilty on the basis that he killed the cat because it had been caught poaching. He
explained that the cat had disturbed a nest of partridges killing the young birds. Witnesses
were called to verify that Mrs Lambert had a number of cats who regularly brought home
game. She denied this and said that she only kept the cats to amuse her young daughter
who was deaf. The magistrates disagreed and said that the cat was a poacher and that King
was justified in his actions. The case was dismissed.

On 21st April 1879 the court dealt with two cases of animal cruelty. The first involved a
horse owned by Isaiah Parkes who, when the RSPCA became involved tried to bribe the
RSPCA inspector. He was fined 15/-.

The second case was against three Stourbridge lads accused of stealing the tail feather of a
peacock. The court heard how suffering had been caused to the bird and how the lads—John
Marsh, Joseph Parkes and Matthew Dimmock—had laughed at its distress. They were each
fined £2.
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Account.
Ability.

Your local, expert advisors. Here to
help Kingswinford businesses thrive.

HeJMl=N right accountancy services Nelsl\Elg=loRe1Rigle
right price, contact TaxAssist Accountants today.
Free consultations available by telephone and online:

Call 01384 913 888

taxassist.co.uk/kingswinford

Find us at our new shop:
1-3 Moss Grove,
Kingswinford, DY6 9HS

Excellent 7% Trustpilot

Based on 2,000+ reviews
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS
bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

ERCRERSIGONS
prAURVEOL)
KRRANGES

e

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

72 zigbee

Compatihle Solutions

Ik

i Wz_ 30 years of innovative, safe sun protectian
30 years of happy and satisflied customers é‘ /
ANNIVERSARY And we are geing to keep making you happy, @

199312023

CALL US ON 01384 273769
VISIT US IN STORE STREAM ROAD, KINGSWINFORD DY6 ONT
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* Kingswinford first became a Rural District in 1894 when it was combined with
Amblecote. However, four years later Amblecote itself was made a Rural
District (the smallest in the country) and Kingswinford gained ‘independence’.
In 1938, however, it lost that and became part of the much larger Brierley Hill
Urban District Council. This itself disappeared into the County Borough of
Dudley in 1966 which then changed its name to Dudley Metropolitan Borough
Council in 1974.

* An interesting advertisement appeared in the Country Advertiser in December 1876:
“Lost on 12th inst., from Wall Heath Inn, Wall Heath, a Black-and-Tan Terrier dog.
Answers to the name of “General”. Anyone returning him to the above named Inn
will be rewarded; anyone detaining him after this notice will be prosecuted.”. Sadly
it is not known whether the dog was eventually found and returned to its owners.

In 1832 the spread of cholera throughout the country reached Kingswinford and
seven people died. This was much fewer than in Dudley and, especially, Tipton
where over 120 perished. This was primarily because Kingswinford was still a
generally rural area.

July 1966 saw a driverless lorry loaded with 13 tons of gravel hurtle down Standhills
Road, Kingswinford first colliding with a car being driven by the wife of a local
politician and then hitting the wall of a nearby council house. Fortunately no-one
was injured although the family in the house, Mr & Mrs Arthur Bradley, had to be
temporarily re-housed whilst the damage was repaired. It seems the parking brake
on the lorry failed whilst the driver, Sidney Capewell, was away having lunch.

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE

We are specialist small animal practices _@
dealing with all your pets’ veterinary
requirements. Friendly help and advice is THE ISL.

just a phone call away.

v Consultations

v Repeat prescription check ups
v Diabetic check ups

v Repeat prescriptions

v Vaccinations

v Neutering

v Dentistry

v Hip and Elbow scoring

v Pet travel

v Blood and urine testing
24 hour Emergency Service

RECOMMEND A FRIEND available (please telephone
AND YOU BOTH RECEIVE £10 prior to visiting)

WOMBOURNE VETERINARY CENTRE GORNAL VETERINARY CENTRE
56 Rookery Road,Wombourne 01902 324551 6 Bank Road, Gornal 01384 212000
Monday-Friday 8.30 am -6.30 pm (By the Bus Station)
Saturday 9.00 am-4.00 pm Monday-Friday 8.30 am- 6.30 pm

BOTH CLINICS ARE IN A CENTRAL LOCATION SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Your local independent nursery - As we grow... grow with us!

SPARKLE THIS )
CHRISTMAS
WITH A
HANDMADE
CHRISTMAS
WREATH.
ORDERS NOW
BEING TAKEN

Winter nursery hours - Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
10am to 3pm and other times by appointment only.
(Closed from Dec 21 until early March)

ALSO
AVAILABLE -

Holly Balls
£25.00 each
PRE ORDER

WREATHS & HOLLY BALLS - PRE ORDER AND SAVE 15% BEFORE NOVEMBER 15*"
Wreaths available for collection from November 28t. Holly Balls available for
collection from December 5. Delivery available (delivery charges apply)

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com

A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Keep up to date by following our Facebook page f PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY
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J.T. BROOKES & Co.

KINGSWINFORD

- X-
. o
Y-

Independent Family Funeral Directors
PART OF N.E. DOWNING (BLACKHEATH) LTD

Independent family-run business for over 100 years

Home visits available by appointment
Pre-paid funeral plans through Golden Charter

24hr service 365 days a year
FOR IMMEDIATE HELP AND ADVICE CONTACT US ON

01384 296683

OR FIND US AT: 62 Market Street, Kingswinford DY6 9LH
jtbk@nedowning.co.uk | www.nedowning.co.uk

I.T. Brookes & Co, Brierley Hill, Kingswinford & Hagley
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ARl | Arthur's
Jewellery

and watches

Hand Made Gold
& Silver Jewellery

REPAIRS, RE-MOUNTS &
PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

ARTHUR ALSO BUYS GOLD

THEN TALK TO US AT FINE WATCHES
BOUGHT & SOLD

VI L LAG E VO I C E including Rolex, Omega,

ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE R San
ADVERTISING THAT WORKS. ]

The Craft Centre, Halfpenny Green Vineyard,
Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EP

0781 790 4477 01384 221567 07856 898558

THE ORDER OF THE COURT ...

As well as the court in Stourbridge, petty criminal cases were also
heard at Brierley Hill Police Court. Hearings took place twice a
week with local magistrates sitting on Mondays and a Stipendiary
(full time professional) magistrate on Thursdays. Reports of these
cases were frequently included in the local newspapers of the time
and made fascinating reading.

In 1880, for example, Thomas Barnbrook of the Fox & Goose in Level Street, Brierley Hill was
charged with unlawfully wounding Joseph Cartwright, a miner of Amblecote. During an argument
Cartwright had been knocked from the Lock Lane canal bridge into the water and had to be rescued
by boatmen travelling along the waterway. He suffered a broken leg, cuts and a badly bruised back.
The two parties agreed an out-of-court settlement, much to Barnbrook’s relief as he had been told to
expecxt a prison sentence if it came before the magistrates.

Another case that was withdrawn before it got to the magistrates involved another Cartwright—this
one called William who was the caretaker at Brierley Hill’s Moor Street School. He had been
accused of assaulting a pupil teacher called Albert Scriven at the school. Cartwright did not deny the
charge but said that Scriven had been impertinent and provoked him. At the last minute Cartwright
agreed to pay Scriven’s costs and the case was dropped.

Not so lucky, though, was John James of Bank Street, Brierley Hill who was sentenced to a month in
prison for stealing coal from the Earl of Dudley’s Racecourse Colliery in Stourbridge. He had only
just been released from serving nine months for theft.
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The sun’ll come out tomorrow
Bet your bottom Dollar-...

&

Stourbridge Town Hall
11th to 15th November 2025

seaty.co.uk/chaos-annie

Ticket Prices - £18.00 to £21.00
Ticket Enquiries 07763 489281

Book by THOMAS MEEHAN | Music by CHARLES STROUSE | Lyrics by MARTIN CHARNIN
Original Broadway Production Directed by Martin Charnin | Presented on Broadway by Mike Nichols
Produced by Irwin Meyer, Stephen R. Friedman, Lewis Allen, Alvin Nederander Associates Inc.,
The John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, Icarus Productions.

Based on "Little Orphan Annie” ® by permission of the Tribune Media Services Inc.

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by MTI www.mtishows.co.uk

A Cradley Heath Amateur Operatic Society Production

www.chaosoperatics.co.uk @chaosoperatic rchhaosoperatics @chaosoperatic
n Cradley Heath Amateur Operatic Society - CHAOS
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', CHANGING ROOMS
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| (T
+WET ROOMS/ADAPTATIONS «BATHROOMS

+KITCHENS «GARAGE CONVERSIONS

i
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Approved and trusted by S8

Dudley & Wolverhampton
trading standards & age UK

B

R o
Word of Mouth

Wolverhampton *Listed™ Yrader Sci

INDEPENDENCE MATTERS
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GUNPOWDER PLOT—THE STOURBRIDGE CONNECTION

As most people know the Gunpowder Plot
to blow up the Houses of Parliament on
5th November 1605 was a failure and most
of the conspirators fled to Holbeche House
near Kingswinford. What is not so well
known is that there were also further local
connections.

The conspirators had taken refuge in
Holbeche House, owned by Stephen
Lyttleton, but were quickly surrounded by
the Sheriff of Worcestershire and his men.
The plotters realised that they would have to
fight it out and so prepared their guns for use.
Some of the gunpowder they had was wet
and so they started to dry it out...but then an
accident happened and an explosion rocked
the house. A number of the conspirators were
killed and most of the rest were quickly taken
prisoner. These were taken to Stourbridge
gaol before being removed to the Tower of
London where they were held prior to being
publicly executed. Two of the conspirators—
Lyttleton and Robert Wintour—managed to
escape although Wintour was shot through
the arm by crossbow bolt. After spending
the night hiding in a quarry in Gornal the

two men made their way to Bullfield Farm
on the border of Netherton and Rowley
Regis. Here they hid for a while before
moving on to Hagley Hall.

Whilst at Hagley Hall one of the staff
realised that they were there and, mindful of
the generous bounty on their heads informed
the authorities.

Lyttleton and Wintour were captured and
taken to Worcester where they were executed
as traitors. When it was discovered that the
owner of Bullfield Farm had hidden them
troops were sent out from Stourbridge to

arrest him. On arrival at the farm, however,
it was clear that the owner had fled—so the
soldiers set fire to the buildings, slaughtered
the stock and then trampled all the crops.

In a strange quirk of fate, over the next 300
years the farm was rebuilt three times—and
each time it was destroyed by fire. On the
last occasion in 1909 a young girl caused a
fire when the candle she was carrying up
the stairs to bed set fire to her nightdress.
She was, unfortunately burnt to death and
the house destroyed. It was said for years
afterwards her ghost haunted the area with
many people suggesting that they had seen
the light of a candle suddenly flare up and
the face of a young girl appear in the middle
of the flames. In some cases it was said that
the girl could be heard screaming.

Today the site of Bullfield Farm lies below
an industrial estate.

MEMORIES IN
BRUSHSTROKES

Unique acrylic scenic
paintings, incorporating a

loved one’s ashes if required.

memoriesinbrushstrokes@yahoo.com
01384 837567
Facebook
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BRING ON THE CHRISTMAS CHEER—THE FABULOUS
FESTIVE GIFT FAIR WILL SOON BE HERE! THURSDAY 13TH-
SUNDAY 16TH NOVEMBER AT THE NEC BIRMINGHAM

In our October edition we set a competition to win 20 x pairs of
tickets to the Festive Gift Fair—here are the lucky winners!

Nicholas Phillips of Lower Gornal Michael Green of Dudley

Susan Abbotts of Dudley Leanne Guest of Kingswinford
Graham Follos of Kingswinford Angela Woolley of Pattingham
Charlotte Preece of Dudley Jacqueline Hartshorn of Dudley
Wendy Weremiuk of Telford Neil Taylor of Halesowen

Sarah Barnes of Kingswinford Sharon Breakspear of Tipton
Mark Mullett of Lower Gornal Carole Eaton of Stourbridge
Christine Piotrowicz of Swindon Julie Nicholls of Coseley

Janey Simpson of Brierley Hill Karen Lloyd of Lower Gornal
Alison Watkins of Wordsley Charlotte Haycock of Dudley

Also in our October edition, our good friend and
author, Graham Fisher, very kindly set
aside three signed copies of his new book
‘A BAKER'’S DOZEN: inspirational characters
and their impact in my world, with philosophical
annotations’
for us to offer to three lucky winners.
The draw has now taken place and we offer
congratulations to:

Mrs Jean Homer of Lower Gornal
Joe Lees of Wall Heath
David Payne of Halesowen

Your books will be winging their way to
you shortly.
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1 Three square meals 7 Tale of two cities
2 Back to square one 8 Nice to see you
3 No two ways about it 9 One foot in the grave
4 Honour among thieves 10 Man overboard
5 Foul Language 11 Double cream
6 Spell of bad weather 12 Crossword puzzle

did you get? If you managed to work out 10 or more then you
for more crafty Brainteasers in the

_~COMPETITION WINNERS

" The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the OCTOBER -editi as
LODGKES (it was missing from the grid). The two lucky winners who each receive a
- FAMILY PASS to the fabulous WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK are:

~ SALLY DAVIES of Kingswinford and ,:" -
; MRS M HICKMAN of Tipton :

i b you‘%:an fm%thls month’s coMpetltlon on page 56 ‘ ‘ - %
I 3
. PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed - muliple entries will be dlsqualmed\

i ~ Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date

Whitehouse Electrical & Sons B ,ﬁu“e,am

Professional and Reliable Service <
Plumbing

& Complete Rewires & Domestic — Commercial *Bathrooms & Kitchens

& Shower Installations & Security Alarms *Tiling

@ Testing — Inspection @ Landlord Certs +Garden Maintenance

*High Pressure Cleaning 07703 190098
OR

*Weldingand fabrication

ohus much, much, more 07751 669760

Free No Obligation Quote

& Fuseboard Upgrades (& EV Car Chargers Installed

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT
(© 07766 105 131 somenc ()

Fir street’ Sedg|ey DY3 4AD Pa:PApprzvgd Installer No Job Too Small! OAP Discount
M a egistered Company
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk e CEA a1 handymancqualityservice.com
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We’re here so yourloved one can stay home, It's good to
where they want to be. Where things are safe be home

and familiar and they have the best chance to
live a fulland meaningful life.

Whetherit’s everyday companionship or

everyday errands, Live-in Care orHome Care 01384 297 839 Find
visits, our highly-trained Care Experts will sucd 1
give yourloved one the support they need to

livein the place they feel best: home. dudieya
Iveinthe place theyteelbest: home bluebirdcare

See howwe can supportyou. .co.uk
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Kingswinford Methodist Church...dates for your diaries!!

Is it too soon to mention Christmas???
December 9" — Memorial Service, a time to remember those we love from 7:30 pm

Look out for our family fun Sheep Trail coming soon to Kingswinford, and join us at
our All-Age Sheep Service on December 14™ from 10:00 am

December 21* - Carol Service

December 24™ — Midnight Communion (begins at 11:30 pm)

December 25™ - All-Age family service from 10:00 am... come and join the
celebration!!

Reminder to all We have an All-Age service for Remembrance Day on 9th November
and a Super Sunday—creative workshop for all the famlly on 30th November.

WEDNESDAY SENIORS GROUP 50+

invite you to enjoy afternoons of speakers and entertainment on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday
each month at 2.00pm at Wordsley Green Community Centre, Wordsley DY8 SBN

COMING UP!

19th November: Kays Catalogue. Mr Kay opened a jeweller’s shop in Worcester in
the 19th century and forged ahead adding different lines to his stock. This led him
to publish the well known catalogue as told by Bernard Mills.

3rd December: Christmas Party Time—an afternoon of entertainment by a delightful
singing group and a company of hand bell ringers with audience participation.
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WORDSLEY TEAM PARISH ST ANDREW’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL AND
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAYRE UNIT]EC%%%%%RMED
The 2025 Community Foundry Road, Wall Heath
Christmas Tree DY6 9BA
Festival and
Christmas Fayre will . St Andrew’s URC are holding a Craft Fair on
once again take place LS Sunday, 22nd November between 11.00am
at Holy Trinity and 3.00pm.
Church, High Street, Wordsley. Also, on the run up to Christmas there are
Please “Come and See the Trees”. various events planned at St Andrews,
as follows:
The Church will be open for the
Communlty Christmas Tree Festival on Monday, 8th December: 6.15pm—
Friday 5" December from 12 noon until Christingle Service
5.00pm, Saturday 6" December from Sunday, 21st December: 4.00pm—
10.00am until 5.00 pm and on Sunday 6th Blue Christmas led by Rev Alison Smith
December from 11.00am until 5.00pm. Wednesday, 24th December: 6.30pm—
) ) : Christmas Eve Carol Service led by
There will be festive music and refreshments Rev Andrew Mann-Ray
served throughout the Festival and a warm Thursday, 25th December: 9.30am—
welcome is extended to everyone. Christmas morning service led by
Bernard Peters.
Our Christmas Fayre will take place on
Saturday 6" December from 10.00am until For further inf i 1 tact
1.00pm in the Church Hall with lots of stalls orDur er miormation please conzac
aphne Darby on 0753 0071 068
and refreshments too.

DUDLEY PROBUS CLUB
lunch meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday in the month starting at 12.30pm and
are held at The Lodge, Wellington Road, Dudley DY1 1RD.

COMING UP...
13th November—’Hearing Solutions’
11th December—Christmas Lunch with entertainment provided by
The Sedgley Strummers.

Further details can be obtained by emailing dudleyprobus@gmail.com or by visiting
the Dudley Probus website.
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WALL HEATH COMMUNITY WORDSLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
CENTRE Wordsley Green DY8 SBN

Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT f—

Telephone: 01384 273744 : Email: 2
wallheathcommunityassoc@gmail.com h A

s

12th November: The Wednesday Club—
2.00pm. Pete Kelly, Singer, songwriter CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

and guitarist. Pete is a wonderfully talented

. . . Saturday 29th November
musician with an easy-going style.

DOORS OPEN 2.00pm

20th November: Thursday at 2 Club— ;
2.00pm. Sue Share, Vintage Charms Art, crafts & Handmade stalls, Christmas

Christmas gifts, demonstration and sale. || Gifts, Tombola etc & Tinkerbelle’s Kitchen
Treats & Fun for all the family
26th November: The Wednesday Club—
2.00pm. John Fox, Quiz. John returns Adult Admission 50p. Child admission
to the club with a seasonal fun quiz. FREE inclusive of visit to-Santa’s Grotto

(complete with ‘Chocky’ treat!)
4th December: Thursday at 2 Club— 2pm.

Jacantus Ladies Harmony and

Christmas party. Prebooking required— YIPPEE, SANTA SAYS MRS CLAUS
£12. For further details please contact HAD SO MUCH FUN AT WORDSLEY
Karen Page on 01384 273744 or LAST YEAR ...SHE’S COMING TOO!!!

email wallheathcommunityassoc@gmail.com

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

KINGSWINFORD

REMEMBRANCE PARADE

on SUNDAY, 9th NOVEMBER 2025 (muster at 10.00am outside Club)
Parade arrives 10.15am at St Mary’s Church, Kingswinford.

A short service will take place outside prior to wreaths being laid.
The parade will then proceed into the Church.

Royal British Legion, Summerhill, Kingswinford DY6 9JG : Tel: 01384 287312
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SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER
MMam-1pm
COLE STREET
METHODIST CHURCH
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RAFFLE - CAKES - STALLS - COFFEE

MEN’S BOWLS AT WORDSLEY
COMMUNITY CENTRE—YOUR
COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!

If you have time on a Friday afternoon,
why not pop along to see us between

1.00pm and 4.00pm and join this highly
popular group for Short Mat Indoor Bowls,
Cards and Dominoes. There is always lots
of laughter and jollity with this group and it
is the perfect way to meet new friends and

enjoy a nice cup of tea/coffee and, of
course, cakes and biscuits! All equipment is
supplied. If you have never played before
that is not a problem as the group welcome
all abilities. There are subsidised

subscriptions.

If this is of interest to you, please give Bob
a call on 07572 321401 and leave a
message with your phone number or call the

TEA-HOT CHOCOLATE - GIFTS

ancer
;1|)!>rn1 Ragistored Crasky ¢
o » 419

Community Centre on 01384 273186.

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP
WILL BE IN THE DECEMBER 2025
EDITION AND THE COPY
DEADLINE IS Wednesday, 19th
November 2025.

Don’t forget that insertions are free if
you run a Group or Association that

is non-profit making. Please send your

details via email to Gail at
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

We are busy preparing our
DECEMBER editions of Village
Voice Magazine. If you are a place
of worship within the areas of:
Sedgley/Gornal/Coseley/Tipton
Kingswinford/Wall Heath/Wordsley

Wombourne/Swindon/Penn/Kinver
and would like a free mention of your
services over the Christmas period
within our Parish Pump feature,
please do get in touch by email at
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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KINGSWINFORD LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB

At the October meeting Chairman Ann Rogers welcomed 27 members to The Lodge,
Wellington Road, Dudley to enjoy their lovely food and hear about the wonderful care
provided at Mary Stevens Hospice.

Meetings are held on the second Friday each month at The Lodge 12pm for12.30pm. The
next luncheon will be on the 14™ November when the speaker will be Mr Ray Barratt who
will be ta]klng to the group about “Bourneville Heroines”. The Christmas festivities will
be on the 12" December with a special raffle, a Christmas meal with wine and the speaker
will be Mr John Butterworth who will be presenting a talk on “My 6 of the best
Christmases”.

Visitors are most welcome and can attend three times before deciding to join. For more
information please ring Chairman, Ann Rogers on 01384 273511 or the Secretary

on 01902 372984 email jillgriffithsme7@gmail.com

Do you want to
make a difference

in your community?

Volunteer with us at
our Kingswinford store!

( Share your skills and learn new ones

J Meet new people
J Give something back

( Support your community

palliative and
bereavement

Registered Charity Number: 512387 Ca re support
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OR WHATEVER by John Sparry
‘OXYDOL! For a bigger tub of richer suds!’

Pete Murray joined ‘The Station of the Stars’ in 1950. As an actor he had toured Britain and
also appeared in James Stewart’s film, ‘No Highway’.

In the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg’s Junglinster wireless studios he was soon presenting an
exhausting raft of record programmes, plus
features prepared on film tape back in London.
The salary was £15 per week—which was £5
more than Teddy Johnson had been getting.

Dance band drummer and singer, Teddy, had
turned his vocalising duets with Pearl Carr into
a much more successful money-spinner, with
smash hits such as the ‘Eurovision ‘Sing Little
Birdie’ (1959°.

Richard Nichols’ carefully researched book
‘Radio Luxembourg—the Station of the Stars’,
(1983) commences in the 1920s and ‘30s, when
international arguments over the possession of
radio wavelengths were being, shall we say,
“fiercely aired’.

Here, the BBC was outraged at the thought of
long-wave competition. Even worse, “Dash it,
those bounders in Normandy and Luxembourg are

Cats loved the extra warmth of valve

- radios. On the Light Programme, Music
advertising. ‘Tea! Soap!” To quote the BBC’s While You Work, the Charlie Katz

indignant Toytown resident on Children’s Hour, appearances included Ocarina and 26

12

Mister Growser, Disgrrraceful other instruments.

Luxembourg’s powerful transmitters were seized by Germany on the outbreak of World
War Two. William Joyce, ‘Lord Haw-Haw”, tried to feed Britain with propaganda.

When this ‘Humbug for Hamburg’ started rambling on, presenters from the re-named ‘Radio
International (Fécamp, Normandy), such as Roy Plomely and Bob Danvers-Walker, had to
get back to England.

According to ‘My H. Samuel Everight Watch’ it was just in the nick of time!
By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath
Mobile: 07831 342209

(Sorry folks, no texts or voicemails accepted—I just can’t cope with that!)
J
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AT
TOWNSEND PLACE MARKET

Kingswinford market at Townsend Place is situated in the heart of
Kingswinford. Privately owned, the market has been trading for over
40 years and has a thriving outdoor market with regular stallholders

attending Thursday through to Saturday each week.

We have a couple of business opportunities here at Townsend Place.
Firstly, an established card business has become available. If you would

like further information about this please give Richard a call on the
number below. Secondly, with a limited number of spaces available on
Thursdays we are now looking to expand what the market currently
offers. Are you a crafter who is looking to be able to showcase your
products? We would like to invite crafters and traders (there may well
be upcoming trade opportunities) to join us. We offer competitive rates.

Come down and see us on Thursday, Friday or Saturday or call Richard
on 07808 696969 for further information and to reserve a stall.

MORE OF IRRESISTIBLE FORCE MEETS IMMOVABLE OBJECT

The paradox of the irresistible force meeting the immovable object raises intriguing questions
about the nature of power and existence, illustrating a logical contradiction that challenges our
understanding of forces and objects. We do hope you enjoy a few examples that we have found.

If an irresistible force meets an immovable object
what is the outcome?

If you try to fail at a task and succeed in
failing what have you just done?

What was the fruit called before the colour
‘orange’ was named?

What is a male ladybird called?

Why is a lift still called a lift when

it is going down?

Why is the third hand on a clock

called the second hand?

If two aircraft almost collide in

mid-air why is it called a near-

miss?

The correct name for the fear of long words is
“hippopotomonstrosequippeddaliophobia”
Why is it so long?

Why are boxing rings square?

Is the fear of flying groundless?

Why is the word “abbreviation” so long?

If a cat lands on its feet when it falls and
buttered bread always lands butter side down,
what would happen if you tied buttered bread
to the top of a cat?

If people from Poland are called Poles why aren’t
people from Holland called Holes?

Why do we play at recitals and recite in a play?
If you decide that you are indecisive which are
you?

Suppose you travel back in time and prevent
your grandparents from meeting. This would
prevent your birth, meaning you could never
have travelled back in time to cause the event in
the first place!
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GOT A ROOF LEAK?

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE.

IT'S EASIER TO STOP SOMETHING HAPPENING
IN THE FIRST PLACE THAN TO REPAIR
THE DAMAGE AFTERIT HAS HAPPENED.

KEEP YOUR ROOF PROTECTED AGAINST
THE CURRENT EXTREME WEATHER.

07714 899321

DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM
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Karndean
Designflooring

PLVLS “> DELIVERY

ON ALL ORDERS

Unit 4 Coneygre @

Industrial Estate
Birmingham New Road &> LOCALFAMILY
Tipton DY4 8XP BUSINESS TRADING

Tel: 0121 520 6091 o fevovaow

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE
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Retail Sales Only. Subject to availability at participating retailers only on vehicle orders from 01/07/25 to 30/09/25. 3.5% APR available on
49 month Personal Contract Purchase on all BYD SEAL U-BM-i. Final Payment to own the vehicle, (i) Return the vehicle or (iii) Part
exchange the vehicle where eq‘lﬁs available. Prices correctat the time of being published and are subject to change without notice.
Further charges may be made subject to the condition ormileage of the vehicle. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply.

Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee may be required."Santander Consumer Finance RH1 1SR.

r 4



