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SPECTACULAR
HIGH QUALITY FIREWORKS
AVAILABLEALLYEARROUND
AWARD WINNING DISPLAYS

Weddings, Parties, Bonfire Night, New Year’s Eve, Major Displays

UNIT 29, DAWLEY TRADING ESTATE, STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7AP
(behind Kingswinford Snooker Club)

www.jubileefireworks.co.uk | Tel: 01384 402255

MONDAY 27™ QCTOBER — SATURDAY 8™ NOVEMBER: 9.30am - 5.00pm
Extended opening hours on Wednesday 5" November

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION
OF SMALL BUSINESSES

VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINES LTD
ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

Cover photo © Bigstock

The publishers cannot accept loss, damage or
omission caused by error in the printing of any
advertisement or editorial. Village Voice Magazines
Ltd. does not endorse any advertising material
within this publication. Please note that no part of
this publication may be reproduced, stored in any
retrieval system or transmitted in any form without
the prior written consent of the publishers.

Village Voice

Ccommunity magazine for
Sedgdley, Gornal, Coseley & Tlpton

Cover story

Over recent years Halloween has become
increasingly commercial and many of its
traditional aspects have been discarded in favour
of new ideas such as ‘trick or treat’and dressing up in -
scary costumes. On page 49 we take a look at some of the orlglnal
traditions surrounding All Hallows Eve.

There are of course many people who are nervous about opening
their door at night. With that in mind, for anyone who does not want
to be bothered by ‘trick or treaters’ we have included on page 16 a
NO TRICK OR TREATERS poster for you to put on your front door.

Have a happy and safe time.
Gad
IN THIS ISSUE

6,17,34,38 It's A Fact!

10 Brainteasers

14 The first of a series of articles from Trevor Langley who will
be giving us his thoughts on drinks around the world.

22 There are a couple of business opportunities for anyone

looking to start a new business or perhaps you have a
business and are looking for somewhere to showcase products.

26 Our Wordsearch competition prize this month has come
via our very good friends at West Midlands Safari Park who
have very kindly given us 2 x family passes.

30 Local author, Graham Fisher, has recently launched his latest
book ‘A Baker’s Dozen’ and we are able to offer three lucky
readers the chance to win their very own copy.

42 Once again, we have 20 pairs of tickets to give away to this
year’s Festive Gift Fair at the National Exhibition Centre. With
fabulous bargains and great musical entertainment - it is
the go-to event for all that is Christmas.

56 Brainteasers Answers

57-61 The Parish Pump: Read about what is going on in your area.

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is
THURSDAY, 23 OCTOBER 2025. Entries received after this

date will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address,
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 3



USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE, FIRE OR POLICE
NON EMERGENCY—POLICE

HEALTH
NHS
RUSSELLS HALL A & E DEPT

TRAVEL

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT
NATIONAL EXPRESS COACHES
NATIONAL RAIL LINE
TRAVELINE WEST MIDLANDS

HELP LINES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
CARE & DISABILITY ADVICE LINE
CHILDLINE

SAMARITANS

STOP SMOKING HELPLINE
VICTIM SUPPORT

UTILITIES
SEVERN TRENT WATER (SEWERS)
SOUTH STAFFS WATER
(EMERGENCIES)
(LEAK LINE)
ELECTRICITY POWER LOSss
GAS LEAKS

COUNCIL SERVICES

DUDLEY MBC

LIBRARIES - SEDGLEY
GORNAL
COSELEY

9990RrR 112
101

111
01384456111

0871 2220072
08717818181
0345748 4950
0871 2002233

01384 482929
08080 486 486
080011 11

116 123

0300 123 1044
01384241511

0800 783 4444

08003891011
0800 24 33 52
08003281111
07415 602 536

0300 555 2345

01384 812790
01384 812755
01384 812775

DON’T MISS OUT ON
YOUR COPY

Each month over 2,200 copies
of this edition of Village Voice
are delivered throughout
Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley
and Tipton.

Extras are given to libraries and
selected shops in each area.
Be sure to look out for your copy.

DOYOURUNA
NON PROFIT MAKING
CLUB OR SOCIETY?
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL
COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?
Would you like some FREE
publicity for forthcoming
events or to recruit new
members? Give us a call, send
us an email or drop us a line
here at VILLAGE VOICE - we
would love to help. See our
contact details on page 3.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy deadline
for the NOVEMBER 2025
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is
TUESDAY, 21t OCTOBER 2025.
Please book your space early to
avoid disappointment.

norirnvay

Auto Services “ For all your motoring needs”

MOTs and Servicing for all makes

T : 01384 241140

W : www.northwayautos.co.uk

F:01384 212206

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




Established for over a
decade Cloudy2Clear
windows have become
a leading company
for glass replacement.
Issues with double
glazing can often be
gradual and may only
be noticed during a
clear sunny day or
during the winter. A
failed glass unit may
no longer provide you
with the protection
you need or be energy
efficient. Why not
spend a few minutes
checking your home
to see if you have any
failed double glazing?
If you act now you can
avoid these problems.
Now, you may think
you need to replace

Which?

Trusted trader

the whole window
including the frames
and all the hardware,
however Cloudy2Clear
have come up with a
simple and cost saving
solution... Just replace
the glass!!

If you see
condensation in your
windows just visit our
website or give us a call
on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers
for a free no obligation
quote. A Cloudy2Clear
quote takes on average
no longer than 20
minutes. Once the
quote is completed,
we will sit down with
you and explain the
problem and tell you

Which?
Trusted
Trader

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING

Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges?

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

how we can fix it. With
years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a

wealth of knowledge ('1()11(1_\'2(‘1(’(11‘

and are recognised GUARANTEE All

%S adWhic]h Tt Customers That An
rader, plus our Average O te Will

work is backed by Fergh ol Tt

Take No Longer
Than 20 MINS!!!

an industry leading
25 year guarantee.
Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks
handles and hinges on
all windows and doors.

Your friendly local
Cloudy2Clear specialist
is Brian Stanley and he
services Sedgley,
Gornal and Tipton.

So, if your windows
are steamed up, broken
or damaged give Brian
a call for free quotation
on 0800 61 21 118. \f

Cloudy2Cilear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Cloudy2Ciear Are A...

All Glazing Backed By Our

25 YEAR

GUARANTEE

Priority Freephone

0800 6121118

www.cloudy2clear.com

fy
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In August 1934 Dr Alfred Webb, the Medical Officer of Health for Tipton,
found himself in court in Gloucester accused of obstruction. He had been
driving towards the city when he saw a fire at a farmhouse alongside the road.
He immediately stopped his car and went to see whether he could render any
assistance. Unfortunately he had stopped his vehicle in some road works and
it had caused an obstruction for which he was summoned to court. His
solicitor argued that if Dr Wall’s medical expertise had been needed he would
have received a commendation rather than a summons. The magistrates
decided that although a technical offence had been committed they would not
record a conviction against the man from Tipton—but he did have to pay four
shillings in costs.
* In 1900 the Brierley Hill & District Football League comprised 13 teams—Woodside
Rovers, Groveland Villa, Brockmoor Harriers, Tipton Lancers, Pensnett Victoria,
Amblecote Rovers, Old Park Unity, Kingswinford Wanderers, Netherton Red Rose,
Woodside Wanderers, Dudley St Georges, Dudley Christ Church and Gornal
Excelsior.

* Until 1875 Coseley was always known as “Lower Sedgley”, a name that often
rankled with the local population who felt very isolated from Sedgley itself
(then known as “Upper Sedgley”). It was not until 1894, however, that
Coseley became a separate Urban District and started appointing its own
officials including a surveyor, a Medical Officer of Health and a Sanitary
Inspector.

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01902690936

We work in Sedgley, OUR SERVICES
Gornal, Coseley,

Tipton and all
surrounding areas.

» COMPETITIVE RATES «

Vv Fast Response
v/ All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
»12Month <l » OAP » 1-2 Hour «
Guarantee Discount Emergency
on labour! Speak to Response
Excludes REGISTER

blockages 650921

Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
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SAVE £600 WITH
A FREE OVEN & HOB

DREAM DOORS”

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

N

Offer runs from 1st October to 31st December 2025.

Terms and Conditions apply. Offer only applies to selected ovens and hobs.
Participating showrooms only.

v

v

v

dreamdoors.co.uk

MODERN CLASSIC

Up to 50% less than a new fully
fitted kitchen

Replacement kitchen doors
Cost effective made to measure solution
Worktops and appliances

Quick installation in 2-3 days by
local professionals

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley, DY8 5NA

Call us now for a free estimate:

01384 956119

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

9.8/10

THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY
_________________________________________________________________________________|

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk
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AFLAT ROOF

Google

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

FLS...
ROOFING
& BUILDING
SERVICES LTD

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers,
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional
and cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We also offer: (v)Building Work (v)Damp Proofing
Paving & Drives (v)Landscaping

01902 581 522

Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT
info@fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

8 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



SPECIALISTS

_— ’ »
WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL KINDS OF HOME IMPROVEMENTS
® 14 day cooling off period ® Free estimates ® No deposits
e £5 million liability insurance ® All work guaranteed

B . SR e i

i?“m"{\‘ Firestone = i
‘\\/’ 1. @: Construction
L S - & Engineering

=S N A B NGﬁan| A_ssocioﬁon Roofing & Building Contractor
of Building Contractors  of the Year 2021 - Wolverhampton

www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk
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Over the past few months we have set a variety of Brainteasers. This month we have
concentrated on providing some moderately easy ones. Answers are on page 56 if you
need them.

1. Alan, Brian, Chris and David are exploring home and put it on a shelf in the kitchen. Three
the jungle but have lost their way. They have days later it walks away. What was the object?
only one torch with a battery life of just 17
minutes and it is getting dark. They come across
a rope bridge but it is clear that it will only stand
the weight of two of them at a time. The problem
is that they all move at different speeds—A could
complete the bridge in a minute, B would take two  Qur last three puzzles are two words

3. If you are standing in front of a bath full of
water and you have a teaspoon, a small jug and a
bucket beside you, what is the easiest way of
emptying the bath?

minutes, C would complete it in five minutes combined—all you have to do is untangle

whilst D would take 10 minutes to cover the them. The letters are all in the right order:

bridge. How would they get themselves over the

bridge without the torch losing its power? 4 SHEVOERT
FALLAMOUED

2. You are walking across a field and because

you are feeling hungry, you pick up something. It 6. BRASHFECTIFULY
is not meat nor does it have bones. You take it

(GARAGE DOORS
ROLLER SHUTTERS
TRELLIS GATES

Why Choose Rings Security
Shutters and Gates Ltd?

Full Range of Products

Aesthetically Pleasing,

Mechanically Efficient

Fully Trained Staff

Adding Protection and Value

Compliant to industry Standards

Colours, Sizes and Operation o Nationwide
Flexible to Customer 2 T— Emergency Gover

: 24 Hours
@

365 Days a year
Call us for a free quotation 01384 394600

a
g
<]
£
El

Alcumus Comthhtiline
Eurosafe UK

www.ringssecurityshutters.co.uk

10 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



elelfple]
accounting

accounts
self assessment
corporation tax
payroll & bookkeeping
VAT
business start ups
forecasts & tax planning

richard hall house, bridgnorth road,
wombourne, west midlands wv5 Oaf
tel: 01384 233221
email: admin@gornalaccounting.co.uk

Exercise classes for
older adults

(7%7'{"’3
S /7
Improve your
e strength
« flexibility and mobility
e balance
e stamina

Fully trained and experienced instructor, friendly classes,
convenient and accessible venues with parking. Classes open to
ladies and gents.

Sedgley Community Centre
Tuesday mornings 10-11am

Kingswinford Methodist Church
Wednesday afternoons
Two classes 1.45-2.45pm and 3.15-4.15pm

Wall Heath Community Centre
Thursday mornings 9.45-10.45am

Please call to for more information and to book a free taster
session

Angela on 07512 546480
Email activeseniorsclass@gmail.com

n https://www.facebook.com/activeseniorsclass/

Y

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Proud members of

Checekatrade.com

Where reputation matters

5% discount

for OAP’s
No call out fee

CALL FOR A FREE quoTE 07377 453081

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 11



BUY FLOORS DIRECT

FREE UNDERLAY ON ALL CARPETS OVER £17.99 SQ/MT

www.buysofasdirect.co.uk

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




BUY SOFAS DIRECT

%  All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country &

Nicole Group Monza Group
3+2 £1 099 | 3+1+1 £1, 369 3+2 £1,299 | 3+1+1 £1,599

Sally Leather - Cl;»esteArﬁeid‘ G’;)ilp
electric recliner available in grey, charcoal and brown 342 £2’499 | 3+1+1 £2,799
3+2 £1,999 | 3+1+1 £2,299

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON SOFAS, BEDS, LIVING
AND DINING FURNITURE AND CARPETS

Large showroom | Free car parking | Established 1985

BUY SOFAS KIDDERMINSTER NOW OPEN

52-54 Oxford Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AR Tel: 01562 541473

Merry Hill Opening hours
Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: Pedmore Road, * @ o, f,
Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP uneim @
01384 958 793

Rowley Regis: 1 Marlow Street,
Rowley Regis B65 0AY
0121 561 5386

Www.b{;ysofasdirect.co.uk

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




DRINKS: IN THE CARIBBEAN RUM SPIRIT

A review by Trevor Langley

And now for something totally different! We were approached a couple of months ago
by Trevor Langley. Trevor is an independent reviewer of all things drink—he sources
his own companies and has absolutely no connection at all to the brands which he
chooses to write about. We thought it was a little different to our normal articles and
so we start with the Caribbean and their love of rum.

Caribbean rums are highly respected and hugely appreciated
throughout the world. Jamaica and the Dominican Republic are
well known producers of Caribbean rums, as well as other
Caribbean islands, that create delectable beverages of this type.
W The Caribbean is very much recognised as the ‘birth place of

# rum’ and the distilleries located in the Caribbean are amongst
the world’s very best. Differing ingredients and different
processes of production define the appearance, bouquet,
pleasure for the mouth and add to the sensations on the palate.

Multi award-winning Diablesse Rum is UK based and was founded by Cleo Farman. The Diablesse
Company produces small-batch blends of fine, aged rums, especially selected from Barbados, Guyana
and Jamaica. The quality plus several unique profiles of flavour, that create distinctive productions, are
now globally recognised. The rums are created using historic methods and are matured in charred
American Oak ex-bourbon casks.

DIABLESSE CARIBBEAN RUM (40% vol) is a very regular choice for rum lovers. Caribbean
rum is renowned around the world and this production (in my opinion) justly deserves the high rating it
constantly receives. Little introduction is required for this delightful, small-batch rum, which is
produced utilising a blend of fine, aged rums, from Jamaica, Guyana and Barbados, to a great
advantage.

DIABLESSE CLEMENTINE SPICED RUM (40% vol) is a favourite with many spiced rum
devotees. I found the Clementine contribution, for this popular beverage, to be evident throughout.
Flavoursome and with a blend of warming Caribbean-inspired spices, including a hint of ginger, this
small-batch production continues to gain in popularity.

DIABLESSE COCONUT & HIBISCUS RUM (38% vol) I found to be most pleasant indeed.
From the bouquet to the mouth’s delight, with the flavours of fresh, natural coconut, plus hibiscus and
ripe, red berries certainly coming through. The palate’s sensation continues, with the pleasures of this
unusual, small-batch delectation.

The very informative website has all details of stockists and information about long-standing, proven

methods of production. Personally speaking, I found the website enlightened me about the centuries-

old stills, which are used in the production process. Online ordering is easy and orders are dispatched

efficiently and quickly. www.diablesserum.co.uk | 1 J _\H |
=3 | -

=) 1 4 As always,

- -

COMING UP IN THE NOVEMBER
EDITION:
“Make mine a Gin”

14 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
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Your Local Fully Mobile Vet -
Bringing Quality Care to Your Doorstep!

At Vets on the Meowve West Midlands, we bring expert veterinary care
straight to your home. No stressful car journeys, no waiting rooms -
just personal, convenient care where your pet feels most comfortable.

Our Fully Mobile ServiGes InGlude:

@ Vet & nurse visits — A calmer, more familiar environment for your pet
E,/ Surgical procedures - Professional care, on the move

[S/ Dentistry & dental X-rays — Because bad breath = pain

E,/ General X-ray & Ultrasound - Advanced diagnostics, all KS BN E
done at home! Nt

E,/ Vaccinations & routine care — Keeping pets protected

8 Pet Health Club - Preventative care with easy budgeting

SPECIAL OFFER! Get 15% off all dental procedures until October 31 If your pet has
smelly breath, it could be a sign of dental disease and pain — book in now to help keep
them comfortable and healthy! Need help spreading the cost? We offer Care Free Credit
to make your pet’s care more affordable.

Book today! Call us on 01384 889999 or email westmidlands@vetsonthemeowve.com
to schedule an appointment.

L

L = i lem bhunesﬁ of Celina Taylor éﬁamyra,}hy
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Be responsible on Halloween night

NW080923B Original design by Surrey Police
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375 Himley Road, Gornal DY3 2PZ @ 01384 252968

* In June 1939 Sedgley Urban District Council found themselves in
something of a quandary when a tenant of theirs —Mr B. Jones -
complained that the Austrian pine tree that the Council had planted
outside his house was now so large that it was blocking his light. He
asked that the Council fell it but they refused. Shortly afterwards
the tree was mutilated and the Council—not surprisingly—pointed
the finger at Mr Jones accusing him of causing the damage and
threatening to take legal action. A number of councillors demanded
that Mr Jones be made an example of but wiser heads warned that as
there was no direct evidence that he had actually damaged the tree,
perhaps the most appropriate way of dealing with the matter was
through face-to-face negotiation.

* In the 1920s many of the hand-made bricks manufactured in the brickyards of the
area were moulded by women. For every 1050 bricks made the moulder was paid
1/7d and their assistant would get 1/1d. If more than 24 bricks in each 1050 were
cracked the amount paid was halved.

* In 1974 the “Cottage of Content” pub in Clarence Street, Upper Gornal was
presented with a special plaque to commemorate the fact they had won the
H.V. Mainwaring Cup three years running (in 1971, 72 and 73). The Cup was
presented each year by the Gornal & Sedgley Cancer Relief Committee to the
pub raising the largest donation from their harvest.

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 17
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We are a trusted professional company
with a great reputation to uphold.

Over 20 years experience

No job too big or
too small

e Tree Work £
» Paths
* Fencing

e Turf

e Artificial
Grass

=

*¥*Call within 48 hours to
receive a 20% discount™*

Contact us today on

01384 848344

18 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




TREE & SCAPES i

* Driveways
* Block paving
» Tarmac

e Ground
works

* Drainage

e Gates and
gateways

* Patios

All year round service
Fully insured

Contact us today on

: info@treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk
www.treeandlandscapespecialist.co.uk

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 19




v DUDLEY WINTER
. ALES FAYRE
St James’s Road,
> Dudley DY1 1HP
27-29 November
2025

.

)

L™
-

The Dudley Winter Ales Fayre is returning to
Dudley Town Hall in November!

The three day beer festival runs 27-29
November and is organised by members of
the Dudley and South Staffordshire branch

(including Sedgley, Kingswinford and
Wombourne) of the Campaign for Real Ale

and neighbouring branches

There will be in excess of 70 real ales and
ciders featured this year.

The doors will open at 1.00pm on Thursday
and 11.00am on Friday and Saturday. Doors
close on Thursday and Friday at 10.00pm.

Admission is free for all CAMRA members
who book in advance for Thursday and
Friday and is free to all without pre-booking
on the Saturday.

To buy advance tickets please visit
www.dudley.camra.org.uk

The festival this year celebrates the 200th
anniversary of Priory Hall in Dudley and the
bare knuckle boxer ‘The Tipton Slasher’. In

honour of these milestones there will be a

special glass featuring them at the festival.

There will be live entertainment on the
Friday and Saturday together with hot and
cold food available each day.

Another plus point for visitors—anyone
joining CAMRA at the event will receive
two free pints!

BEACON NURSERIES
& PLANT CENTRE

\Welhaveloveri3'000shrubs
infstocklincluding:!

Magnolias, Azaleas,
Cordylines, Heucheras,
Hostas, Ferns
and many more

[Erom[£3795]
\WEJAL'S OIS TOCK{COMPOST;

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY*

3
| 1/Tel:(01902 882933 ¢

e o 1O T N,

o ‘ o

“

-

DO YOU WANT YOUR
BUSINESS TO GROW?

THEN TALK TO US AT

VILLAGE VOICE

ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE
ADVERTISING THAT WORKS.

0781 790 4477

20 To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk




e
PLAZA INTERIOR DESIGNS LTD

BESPOKE KITCHENS, BEDROOMS & BATHROOMS

01384 402632; Email: info@plazainteriorde

Located in Kingswinford, Plaza have been manufacturing kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms
for over 30 years, to customers near and far.

Using the highesf quo|ify materials, we specio|ise in bespoke cabinets, made in any size fo
suit your requirements; if you have an odd size space, we can make furniture to fit.

Contact us to arrange an appointment to visit our showroom, with many colours and styles
available and p|enfy of door somp|es to look fhrough, we know you will
be able to find what you are looking for.

If you need us to come and survey your space, give us a call or drop us an email,
we'll get you booked in.

You can find our most recent projects on our Facebook page, as well as viewing our website:
https://www.facebook.com/Plazainteriordesignsltd www.plazainteriordesigns.com
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CHRISTMAS RAID ON PUB

At the beginning of January 1984 seven people from Tipton—Myra Gregory, Catherine
Tracey, Francis Gregory, John Feeney, Thomas Stevens, Joseph Saxon and Thomas
Earp—appeared in court accused of stealing spirits, cigars and other items from the
Turf Tavern in Toll End, Tipton.

Edward Stevens, the landlord of the Turf gave evidence that at midnight on Christmas Eve he locked
up securely including bolting the front door. At about 7.30am the following day, however, he found
the front door was open and that a gallon and two quart bottles of rum plus quart bottles of whisky,
sherry and port together with two boxes of cigars were missing. The police immediately started
making enquiries which led them to Myra Gregory’s house (which was well known as a brothel).

Here all the accused were found in a very drunken state with several empty bottles strewn around.

They were conveyed to the police station where they were searched and several cigars were found
concealed on them.

In court Thomas Stevens said that they had been at Gregory’s house when at around 4.00am Francis
Gregory and Joseph Saxon left the house only to return shortly afterwards with the bottles of spirits

and cigars. This was corroborated by Thomas Earp and in the light of their testimony the charges
against both were withdrawn. The trial of the other five went ahead and the evidence against them
was presented. In their defence all that the defendants could say was that they were so drunk that they
could not remember what happened. In the end the jury found both Joseph Saxon and Francis Gregory
guilty of burglary but the other three not guilty (a charge of handling stolen goods against them was not
proceeded with). Saxon and Gregory were sentenced to six months imprisonment.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AT
TOWNSEND PLACE MARKET

Kingswinford market at Townsend Place is situated in the heart of
Kingswinford. Privately owned, the market has been trading for over
40 years and has a thriving outdoor market with regular stallholders

attending Thursday through to Saturday each week.

We have a couple of business opportunities here at Townsend Place.
Firstly, an established card business has become available. If you would
like further information about this please give Richard a call on the
number below. Secondly, with a limited number of spaces available on
Thursdays we are now looking to expand what the market currently
offers. Are you a crafter who is looking to be able to showcase your
products? We would like to invite crafters and traders (there may well
be upcoming trade opportunities) to join us. We offer competitive rates.

Come down and see us on Thursday, Friday or Saturday or call Richard
on 07808 696969 for further information and to reserve a stall.
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DUDLEY
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road

(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

¢ All Bodywork
Repairs Undertaken

4 Classic Car Restoration

4 Prep and Finish

¢ Bumper Scuffs
4 Seat and Carpet
¢ Repairs
¢ Mopping and Polishing

¢ Dealer Approved

4 Insurance claims
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

Find us on: dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com
facebook- @
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One of the top visitor attractions in the whole
of the Midlands, the West Midlands Safari Park
is a great day out for all the family — and we
have a family pass waiting for each of our

two lucky winners this month.

But of course, you have got to be in it to win it —
so make sure to get your entry in now!

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with
WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square
(spelt forwards, backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all — or it
may be misspelt! Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below
and send it to us. Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk
(remember to include your name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the
closing date of Thursday, 23" October 2025. Good luck!

Y ELDWE BK S T S | LuRRL
1. SAFARI

OWULE Z 1Ll A4S DL 2. LIVING
3. PARK

T S S E W 4.WEST

P A B DUP WIEB "R TA A B (0)
6. LODGES

S R L L C 7.AGE

AY C1 L Ao A/ i) | 8. DRIVE
9. LION

ABIL I ONEOT I MRS
12. ELEPHANT

R E ON L o 0 T 13, DINOSAURS

I1 Z I G L T HIRD 14. MIDLANDS
15. ICE

L D NEH P OB | 16. ZEBRA

MISSING WORD: NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: TEL NO:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND TO: WMSP COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL
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Y SAFARIPARK

Go WILD THIS
FESTIVE SEASON/

CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHTS AT WMSP

Drinks, food, music & dancing in our
stunning venues! Perfect for friends, family
& colleagues. A night to remember!

BOOK NOW
WMSP.CO.UK

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk



WE ARE YOUR LOCAL BLIND MAKERS
bespoke awnings | blinds | shutters

ERERESRIONS
_EAULLWIOUY
ERANGES

i

Bridging Connections
with Somfy's

72 zigbee

Compatible Solutions

7/@& /Zm*éag»

W‘é_ 30 years of innovative, safe sun protectian »

~ 30 years of happy and satisfied customers /
ANNIVERSARY And we are going o keep making you happy, é' ﬁ -

199312023

LINDJRANGE:

CALL US ON 01384 273769
VISIT US IN STORE STREAM ROAD, KINGSWINFORD DY6 9NT
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The Jinja Beer Company

Same day beer delivery 7 days a week
Keg beers, bottled beers, spirits & gas
Delivery to pubs, clubs, restaurants and home bars
Over 500 products in stock
Installation of home bar equipment

0121 520 8444 or 07983 257316
thejinjabeercompany@gmail.com
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WIN A COPY OF GRAHAM FISHER’S LATEST
BOOK—A BAKER’S DOZEN

A Black Country-born author, now resident on the Welsh border
near Hay-on-Wye, has released his latest book that examines the
theme of personal acquaintance through the lens of the Great
Thinkers, particularly those of Ancient Greece. Almost ten years
in the making, ‘4 Bakers Dozen, inspirational characters and
their impact in my world, with philosophical annotations’, is
Graham Fisher’s exploration of characters, sadly now all
deceased, whom he has encountered along the way and the
legacy they left him after what he describes as ‘a life well led’.

With an emphasis on local personalities including Wesley Perrins | '

MP, peace campaigner Bert Bissell and Halesowen artist Ray Stimpson the repertoire also
includes those of more national prominence such as broadcaster Alistair Cooke, comedian
Spike Milligan and eccentric writer Daniil Kharms. Graham describes it as ‘sauntering
along life’s avenues to recount a medley of acquaintances that have left singularly affirming
impressions of wisdom and virtue.” Graham says: ‘This has taken me a long time to pull
together so I feel it is something of a magnum opus and a fitting testament to just some of
the people whose lives have greatly influenced both mine and others. I believe their
examples offer lessons for us all’.

The book is available in hardback through the usual outlets including Amazon or direct from
the publisher at £15.00 (+p&p) sparrow@mac.com. 104pp with colour & b/w illustrations
ISBN 9781739921248. More about the author can be found at: grahamfisher.co.uk/about

Graham has very kindly set aside three copies of his books for three lucky winners. All you
have to do is answer a simple question: ‘What famous broadcaster can be found in
Graham’s book’. Simply drop your entry into the post (Book Competition,

50 Redhall Road, Gornal Wood, Dudley DY3 2NL) or email your answer to
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk Please remember to include your full address and telephone
number. The three winners will be drawn on Thursday, 23rd October. Good luck everyone.

Pattingham Drama presents

The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's Guild Dramatic Society's
‘Rather Silly' Production of Dickens'...

A Christmas Carol i

by David McGillivray and Walter Zerlin Jr
3rd to 6th December 2025 at 7.30 pm - Pattingham Village Hall

Tickets are £12 online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/pattingham-drama
or phone line: 0333 666 4466
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COMMUNITY CENTRE

Brook Street, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 9DD

Perfect Venue For Any Occasion

e Daily activities from Play & Stay to Over 50's club
Licensed bar

Live entertainment and performances

e Room hire from £20 per hour

» Kitchen facilities for hire

e Disabled facilities

e Large car park with CCTV

* Enclosed outside area

Event Packages also available

« Event Co-ordinator
* Venue Decoration and hire services
e Catering

Brook Street
Contact us for your enquires Community Centre

Follow us on Facebook
ﬂ Brookstreetcommunitycentre

Contact: 0121 557 0371
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A range of skips at quality prices!

If ur talking rubbish...
talk to MT Skip hire!

From a 2 yard to a 40 yard roll on

roll off,

all ready for immediate delivery at prices
yo cor heatl... starting from just £150!

It’s dead easy,

yo fill em they MT um....
They will even wait while yo load it!

Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley, West Mi
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MT Skips is a family business with 20 years’ experience in the Waste
Management industry. Our success is built on three core principles:

Affordability — Reliability and a first-rate customer service.

Recycling - MT Skips takes recycling extremely seriously and we aim to be one
of the most green and environmentally friendly skip hire providers in the UK.

We offer - Wide choice of skips in different sizes. Our aim is for 100%
satisfaction. Leading the way on skip hire and customer service.

Additional equipment and services provided. Peace of mind with our licencing
and insurance certification. Experts who will help you every step of the way

It's easy to find a great value deal, as thanks to our range of different skip sizes we
can help you save time and money. Also, our experts have created comprehensive
gwdes pqcked with tlps about the dos and don’ts of booklng a sklp

M T SKIPS
01284 240956

,,,,,,
0l L EX,
WEMT EM/

Spot the yellow car, send us a
photo and get £10.00 off
(offer ends 315 October 2025)

Open 7 days a week closed Sundays!
dlands DY2 8QX. Tel: 01384 240956 | 07920 885774 f
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT HEALTHCARE

Angela Lowe Dip CFHP

2,

Treatments available include:

¢ Fully Qualified & Insured

e Corn and callus removal

e Nail trimming

¢ Treatment for in-growing toenails

e Treatment for fungal nail infections

¢ Verruca and wart treatments

e General foot health checks and advice

* Fully Qualified in Health
& Social Care

* Qualified to treat Diabetics

* Tipton based clinic appointments also available
*Reflexology also available

HOME VISITS ONLY £25
Call to enquire : 07533 158 797 aidavce

As far back as 1903 a proposal was put forward for swimming baths to be built
at Tipton but even when the Baths & Wash-houses Act of 1908 came into force
the Council sat on its hands and did nothing until 1910. Indeed, the Council
was the butt of many jokes as it had a Baths Committee but no public baths!
Even in 1910 the Council only commissioned a report about a possible site for

a municipal baths and it was not until 1924 that an area of Victoria Park was
put forward as the location of an open-air pool. Boreholes were made but it
was found that the water available was too polluted and so again the whole
project was put on hold. In 1928 it was suggested that a covered baths should
be constructed alongside the old public library on Victoria Park and it seemed
as if local residents would finally get their swimming pool. That was until they
found out that the deeds of the park did not allow such a development. So once
again it was back to the drawing board. A new site was found on Queens Road
and finally on 28th April 1922 the foundation stone for Tipton Baths was laid.
Construction took some eight months and the Baths were finally opened on
25th January 1933. The total cost was about £25,000.

In January 1900 Sedgley Urban District Council received a letter from Staffordshire
County Council demanding that they should create a deep sewage system in the
district as a matter of urgency. The UDC responded by saying that owing to the
subsidence caused by mining in the area it was not practicable to develop such a
scheme — and that anyway the district had a very low death rate in comparison to
other areas. The County Council was not impressed and threatened legal action
unless action was taken.
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DUDLEY SPURS OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS' CLUB PRESENTS

AN EVENING WITH

%,' Z STEVE PERRYMAN

We are pleased to present an evening with TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR
LEGEND and RECORD APPEARANCE HOLDER, the one and only
STEVE PERRYMAN, MBE. Steve was a former captain of the club and
has won two FA Cups, two League Cups and two UEFA Cups during a
decorated 17-year spell, before later transitioning into management and
directorship(s), in both domestic and international football.

Friday 14th November 2025
7:30pm (Doors open at 6:45pm)

Stourbridge Rugby Club, Bridgnorth Road, Stourton. DY7 6QZ

Book your ticket now at:
www.dudleyspurs.co.uk/steveperryman

Dudley Spurs Members £20
Non Members £25

Steve will sign a MAXIMUM of TWO pieces of
personal memorabilia per ticket
(All signed shirts must be dedicated)

Proudly supporting Aortic Dissection Charitable Trust
é? There will be a raffle with all proceeds going to Steve’s
Aorta Dissection Charity. Various Spurs books will be
available to purchase on the night too! OFFICIAL

SUPPORTERS' CLUB
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Tipton’s Civic motto is “Salus Populi Suprema Lex” which
means “The supreme law is the welfare of the people”. The coat
of arms (seen here right) was granted in 1938. The arms depict
Dudley Castle topped by three gold wheels (to show industry).
The knot below the castle shows that the town was in the county
of Staffordshire and the stone at the top of the arms refers to the
fact that the ancient name for the town was Tibbington.

* It is said that Tipton has the oldest parish registers in the country.
They go back to the year 1513.

In 1876 the Birmingham Senior Cup Final was won by Tipton Amateurs FC. They defeated
Aston Villa by 1-0 in the final. The Tipton club, however, only lasted a few more years
whilst, of course, Villa went on to bigger and better things.

The Fountain Inn on Owen Street, Tipton is best known as the

former HQ for William Perry, “The Tipton Slasher”. It is one of the
oldest established pubs in the area having been first opened back in the
early 19th century. Then it was a much more substantial building than it
is today as it boasted a third storey which was removed during the 1950s.

TOTAL MOBILITY

by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)
TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.POWERLINKMOBILITY.CO.UK

MOBILITY SCOOTERS FULLRANGE + ROLLATORS

i o d | SHROLTY 4 roi wakeRs
LIgLLlE + STAIRLIFTS

, + WHEELCHAIRS

4 ADJUSTABLE BEDS

4+ RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS
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' a r n et Dry Carpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Cleaners
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Leather Cleaning
Specialists

(R~ —
0800480119181

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 37



7NN\ TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS

SPECIAL HAND RAISED PORK &
OFFERS SPECIALITY PIES

* Mix & Match any 3 packs HOMEMADE TRADITIONAL
£10.00 FAGGOTS, PEAS & GRAVY

Chicken Fillets, Pork Steaks, PLUS SUPERIOR SAUSAGES
Lamb Chops, Rump Steaks & HOME CURED BACON

LOOK OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS /m&

14 ABBEY ROAD, GORNAL WOOD DY3 2PQ
Tel: 01384 214515

The Tipton Municipal Orchestra was formed in December 1949 and was open
to anyone aged from 9 to 90 with orchestral ambitions. There were both senior
and student sections.

In April 1932 Joseph Shepard of Sedgley, a solicitor and former magistrates’ clerk
in Tipton, was declared bankrupt at Dudley Bankruptcy Court. He owed more than
£15,500 and only had assets of about £4,000. During his examination he said that
the debts were due to a failed investment in a brickyard, bad debts and heavy
interest and charges on loans, mortgages and bank overdrafts. Shepard admitted
that he had been living well beyond his means for some considerable time.

Grosvenor Road in Lower Gornal was originally known as “The Graveyard”
because it was the site of a burial place used by the Quakers living in
Wednesbury and Dudley. One of the first burials there took place on 1st
December 1696 when Margaret, daughter of Samuel Fidoe was laid to rest.

* At Baggeridge Colliery the first seam of coal (some 24 feet thick) was worked from
July 1902 with a second shaft to the same seam being worked some 10 years later.
It was almost 25 years later still that it was suggested that the naturally occurring
Etruria Marl clay from the area could be combined with colliery shale to make
bricks. Indeed so successful did this prove that in 1944 a separate company—
Baggeridge Brickworks—was created.

In March 1890 it was estimated that in Tipton alone there were 43 million tons
of workable coal and ironstone still to be mined in the area.
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J.R.JONES & Co.
LOWER GORNAL

DS
~C-

Independent Family Funeral Directors
PART OF N.E. DOWNING (BLACKHEATH) LTD

Independent family-run business for over 100 years

Home visits available by appointment
Pre-paid funeral plans through Golden Charter

24hr service 365 days a year

FOR IMMEDIATE HELP AND ADVICE CONTACT US ON

01902 880040

OR FIND US AT: Chapel House, Five Ways , Lower Gornal, Dudley DY3 2AU

jrj@nedowning.couk |  www.nedowning.co.uk
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BRING ON THE CHRISTMAS CHEER—THE FABULOUS
FESTIVE GIFT FAIR WILL SOON BE HERE!
THURSDAY 13TH-SUNDAY 16TH AT THE NEC BIRMINGHAM

HURRAY! The biggest and most lively indoor Christmas
shopping fair in the West Midlands is back! Fabulous
bargains, great musical entertainment and so much choice!
Be inspired and get your festive preparations off to a flying
start at the ever popular 4-day FESTIVE GIFT FAIR this
November. Now in its 29th year, it remains THE GO-TO
EVENT in the UK for CHRISTMAS SHOPPING...and
for good reason!!

325 STALLS IN ONE HALL! As always, it will be
bursting at the seams with a colourful, eclectic mix of
unusual stocking fillers, gift and craft ideas for all ages

% and tastes. Festive food and drink to try before you buy
and great Christmas decorations for your home and

Bl garden...plus lots of Special Show offers!

&' A FUN FESTIVE VIBE! While browsing the stalls,
finding something exciting around every corner, you’ll
quickly get into a Christmassy mood... welcomed by
| Father Christmas on his amazing sleigh, The Grinch... up
to his usual menacing antics, Dinosaurs roaring, Christmas
characters roaming AND an amazing line up of LIVE
musicians from Retro to Jazz Bands.

OVER 130 NEW STALLS! We can’t mention them all
but, to get your inspiration flowing here’s a sample of
some great NEW stallholders and old FAVOURITES
(left) to see! You won’t be stuck for ideas! There are so
many beautiful handcrafted gifts...there truly is something
for everyone.
T B

Tickets for the show are priced from £8.00-£14.00 for adults but we have got 20 PAIRS of tickets
to give away ABSOLUTELY FREE (for entry to the Show on Thursday 13th and Friday,

14th November)! All you have to do is answer the simple question “How many new stalls are

there this year?” and send the answer—together with your name, address and telephone number
to: FGF Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL or alternatively email your

details to villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk The closing date for all entries is Thursday, 23rd October.
For further details about the show be sure to check out their website at www.festivegiftfair.co.uk
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Simply Confident... Simply Natural... .
Call us on 01902 664634 S| Im ply

*Free Consultations *New Dentures \ D e nt U reS

*Full & Partial Dentures *Repairs *Relines Creating beauty
*Additions *Cleaning Service in every smile
*Implant Retained Dentures

*Call for an information brochure

Firm and Steadfast!
Many denture wearers struggle with the issue
of the teeth they have moving around in the
mouth. This had been the problem for Nicola
but then she had them secured in place with
the use of dental implants. She came to us un-
happy with the teeth that she had been given.
~ We took time to explore what her requirements
were and discovered that she wanted to
improve her aesthetics as well as have them
secured firmly onto the implants she had.

It was a pleasure to see her beaming with
delight when she saw the results we achieved
for her. If you would like to find out if there are
improvements that can be made to the denture

you have please call for our free 30 minute

denture health check on 01902 664634.

‘ New dentures can help with...
W«I' g
e ane it \/ Talking /" Eating \/Conﬁdence
v \/ Smiling \/ Happiness \/Well Being
— e (G

For our brochure call us on 01902 664634
Find us at Castle St, Coseley, WV14 9EP

Discover more at www.simplydentures.net
Clinical Dental Technician: Mr Peter Brookes DipCDT, GDC 124429

\
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01902 259706 M

07874810219 O
goldoakwindows.co.uk
enquiry@goldoakwindows.co.uk O

Gold Oak

windows e doors e conservatories

GIVE YOUR
HOME A NEW
LEASE OF LIFE

We use the highest quality
products which are energy
efficient, building regulation
compliant with police
approved security.

FINANCE AVAILABLE

e Windows e Canopies e Garage Doors
We Supply ® Doors e Roofline e Ultion Locks
& Install: e Conservatories e Warm Roof e Bi-fold Doors
® Porches ® Roof Lantern ® Glass Units

10 Year We are a family run business offering a professional and.
Guarantee friendly service with no pressure selling. Get in touch for a
free quotation.

Cheskatrade  NOROGUE  spefioer n € o °
R LT — GGFI
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GENUINE /o
SAVINGS

LAMINATES | ROLL ENDSM "
&VINYLS | &REMNANTs

o1l |
2% Karndean
Designflooring

ON ALL ORDERS

Unit 4 Coneygre &

Industrial Estate
Birmingham New Road &> LOCALFAMILY
Tipton DY4 8XP BUSINESS TRADING

Tel: 0121 520 6091 o oo

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE

PLVLS “> DELIVERY
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ON THE HOME FRONT

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

MEMORIES IN
BRUSHSTROKES

Unique acrylic scenic
paintings, incorporating a
loved one’s ashes if required.

memoriesinbrushstrokes@yahoo.com
01384 837567
Facebook

ovenb!itz

midlands i

Local oven cleaning specialists
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves, BBQs
Website - www.ovenblitzmidlands.co.uk
0800 773 4870 / 07757 099529
Give us a try we do the job you love to hate!!

fSb?  [iimiiom

CLEAN & CARE 4U
cleancaresu@gmx.couk DOMESTIC CLEANING

CLEANS& CARE « Dusting/Vacuuming/Mopping
« Kitchens & Bathrooms

' « Interior Glass & Mirrors
CLEANING & CARE
¢ ¢ . Meal Prepamtum/Domg Dlshes

au « Companionship
Find us on Facebook « Personal Care
cleanandcaresu * Medication Reminder

07598 299726
*Property Maingce & Repairs

*Plumbing
*Bathrooms & Kitchens

*Tiling
*Garden Maintenance

*High Pressure Cleaning

07703 190098

*Welding and fabrication

07751 669760

Free No Obligation Quote
OAP Discount

Plus much, much, more
o ——
No Job Too Small!

a.l.f.handyman@qualityservice.com

MORGAN REPAIRS SUPPLIERS & REPAIRS
OF DOMESTIC
FAMILY RUN - OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE APPLIANCES
v I'J : A . R H \'-l AIR DYSON SPECIALISTS
viB UH R H
. M REPAIR

A LOCAL COMPANY WHO CARES ABOUT THEIR CUSTOMERS
CALL THE PROFESSIONALS TODAY
Tel. 01384 443 399 - 07794 541 498

irs.co.uk — irs.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER

(¥) uPVC Clean to Top Front, Back & Apex

) Gutters Cleared () Free Window Clean
* Semi-Detached Houses - £99  Detached Houses - £139
When you take up this offer you will also get 20% off any further

services hooked with us. Why not add your conservatory or

cladding, call for a price. T & C’s Apply. Limited spaces.
When they’re gone - they’re gone!!

' ) [} ' I n Find us on
.

o] Facebook
Yell.com

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the British Association

of Foot Health Professionals .

* Neuropathy awareness
assessments made . (

« Nail Cutting « Fungal Nails e

» Corns and Callous

« Ingrown Toenails

« Verrucae » Home Visits Only
Supporting diabetes & Arthritis .
Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420

Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

b

7\
DOMESTIC
wstauer (=)
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CHANGING ROOMS

:: WWW.CHANGINGROOMS.ORG.UK | 01902 670426

*WET ROOMS/ADAPTATIONS «BATHROOMS
+KITCHENS «GARAGE CONVERSIONS

Wetrooms/Bath l_j__ooms

‘, -——J—f= r—~ ’
Approved ancl trusted by

Dudley &Wolverhampton

trading standards & age, UK
€=
Trustmark registered

Word of Mouth

TRUSTMARK
5

Government Endorsed Quality
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FIREWORK
FACTS!

By Chris Pearce
of Jubilee Fireworks Ltd

‘Firework season’ is fast approaching — with Diwali and Bonfire Night just around the
corner. Fireworks play a big part in both of these culturally important celebrations, as
they have done for centuries. Here are ten interesting facts about fireworks that you
may not be aware of.

1. Who invented fireworks? It is generally agreed that the Chinese first produced
very primitive fireworks (by accident) around 200BCE. However, proper fireworks
as we know them were not developed until gunpowder was invented — around the
9th century. The Chinese were again involved but fireworks didn't really appear in
Europe until around the 13th century. Marco Polo is often credited for introducing
gunpowder to Europe, from which the production of fireworks developed.

2. Have fireworks always included bright colours?
Surprisingly, no! Very early fireworks produced
only gold and silver effects. Colours appeared
when chemistry was better understood. Different
metal compounds are responsible for the colours;
strontium (red), barium (green), sodium (yellow),
calcium (orange), copper (blue). Aluminium,
titanium and magnesium both produce bright
white sparks.

3. Whichis the hardest colour to produce? Blue presents
pyrotechnic chemists with the greatest challenge. It only
appears in a very restricted range of (quite low) temperatures.
If the reaction is too hot, the blue effect becomes very pale.

4. Have fireworks ever been used in warfare? Yes — as soon
as gunpowder was invented (along with artillery), the use
of fireworks became part of warfare. There were early
experiments with rockets but fireworks were also used for
signalling purposes. llluminating flares, suspended from
parachutes, were commonly used in the trenches in World
War One. Generally, though, a ‘firework’ is now considered to
be a device used only for entertainment.

5. When did the first proper firework display to take place in England? There is some
debate about this. Very primitive firework effects were used at the wedding of Henry
VIl and Elizabeth of York, in 1486 (well before Guy Fawkes!). Fireworks became very
popular in the reign of Elizabeth | — so much so that she appointed an official ‘Fire
Master'. Many historians suggest that the show staged for Elizabeth by suitor Robert
Dudley at Kenilworth Castle in 1575, was the first ‘proper’ fireworks display to be
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held in England. It was possibly an attempt to impress Her Majesty, with a view to

marriage, and featured many of the fireworks that we would recognise today but
also cannons and elaborate theatrical effects.

6. Who is the world’s biggest user of fireworks? If we think of a single organisation,
this accolade probably goes to Disney. They fire displays regularly at their theme
parks throughout the world and are very much involved in the use and development
of more environmentally friendly fireworks that produce lower debris and minimal
smoke. At one stage, they also experimented with the use of compressed air to
launch aerial ‘bombs’ (called shells).

7. Was it ever compulsory to celebrate 5" November? The answer is Yes! Following
the failed gunpowder plot in 1605, an Act of Parliament was introduced, entitled An
act of public thanksgiving to Almighty God every year on the fifth of November.
This required every parish to hold special church services. The day was marked by
sermons, bell-ringing, and later bonfires and fireworks. It was finally repeqled in 1859.

8. Why can’t you buy traditional ‘bangers’ anymore? ;
This is a surprise to many people, but the old-
fashioned ‘bangers’ that were available in shops (to
the delight of every schoolboy) were banned from I
sale in 1997 — the reason being that they were classed §
as ‘nuisance’ items. They were also responsible for
many injuries and anti-social behaviour. ‘Jumping
Jacks’ (considered dangerous and unpredictable)
and mini-rockets were also banned.

9. What is the world’s largest firework? The record is
currently held by a 62inch diameter aerial shell -
launched in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, in
February 2020. It weighed 1,270kg and was
launched from a 26ft long steel tube. The
result, which made the Guinness Book of
Records, was a giant red and white burst at a
height of 2,200 feet.

10. How many fireworks are sold in the UK each
year? A reliable estimate is in the region of
70 million! This includes sparklers, fountains,
roman candles, rockets, wheels and ‘cakes’ —
a relatively new invention which was unknown
before the 1980s. Cakes are popular multi-shot devices which produce a continual
series of aerial effects and are effectively a display-in-a-box.

Images: Blue Fireworks are the most difficult to produce (Fact 3) Steamboat Shell Tim Borden, designer of
the world's biggest firework, admires his 62inch diameter shell. (Fact 9) 1950s Standard Fireworks Box This
modest box of ‘Standard Fireworks’ from the 1950s contained Bangers, a helicopter and a ‘Jumping Jack’
— all of which are now banned from public sale! (Fact 8)
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Nictolas Barwell & Go. Jid

Accountants ® Tax Advisors
Stirling House, Carriers Fold, Church Road, Wombourne, West Midlands, WV5 9D]
Tel: 01902 897141 Fax: 01902 897242

Email: benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk  Website: www.nicholasbarwell.co.uk

We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

® Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients

® Self Assessment tax return preparation and assistance thereon

® Payroll and book-keeping services

VAT return preparation and assistance thereon

Business development and tax planning

Start-up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting

Corporation Tax returns and assistance thereon

INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.
Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on 01902 897141 or e-mail benb@nicholasbarwell.co.uk.

TREE FELLING
CROWN REDUCTIONS
HEDGE TRIMMING
STUMP GRINDING
JUNGLES CLEARED
FENCING

CALL TODAY Cit_y&p
FORA FREE  Guilds
QuotatioN NPTC

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
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HALLOWEEN

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO A
ULTI MILLION POUND INDUSTRY

2 ot

st

Although Halloween is now a multi-million pound
industry its roots go back to pagan times when

the festival of ‘Samhein’ celebrated the end of the
summer. All Hallows Day became the official
start of winter and All Hallows Eve (the evening
before All Hallows Day) became shortened to
Halloween.

There are, however, regional variations—in
Cornwall it is known as ‘Allantide’ whilst on the
Isle of Man the traditional name for the celebration
is ‘Hop-tu-Naa’. The Irish refer to it as ‘Pooky
Night’, a pooky being a little mischievous elf.
Indeed, originally Halloween had no real
connection with ghosts or ghouls. It was about
the imps and elves who, before hibernating for the
winter, would go on one final foray to cause as
much mayhem as they could. People would bribe
them to stay away (the original of ‘trick or treat’)
and the food that was given to them was used to
! sustain them throughout
4 the long winter.

In the United States the
town of Anoka in
Minnesota claims to be the
modern “Halloween
Capital of the World” and
has introduced a by-law
that says that anyone not giving ‘trick or treat’ gifts
is liable to a fine. They also insist that all the
representatives on the local council are expected to
dress up as witches, ghosts or ghouls.

One of the relatively modern customs that is
popular is the making of Jack o’Lanterns out of
pumpkins by placing a candle inside the hollowed-
out shell of a pumpkin and this seems to have
started in Ireland where, instead of pumpkins,
turnips were used. Once the custom had been
taken up by the Americans in the 1940s and 50s

HALLOWEEN CAPITAL
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the pumpkin (or other squashes) became the
most frequently used vehicle for this form of

Ad
Y

One of the most interesting aspects of the
celebration of Halloween is the various traditions

‘art’.

that are associated with it. The tradition of
dressing up and wearing masks at Halloween
dates back many hundreds of years and its roots
came from a common belief that around this time
ghosts returned to the earthly world and could
then be encountered roaming the streets. The
masks were worn by people to stop the ghosts
recognising them and to fool them into the
mistaken belief that they were other spirits. To
keep the ghosts away from the houses people
would leave bowls of food outside for them to
eat—the early form of ‘trick or treat’.

Also at Halloween any sighting of a black cat
was deemed to bring bad luck as it was believed
that witches had the ability to turn themselves into
black cats in order to spy on the local population.
So if this Halloween you happen to see a black
cat be careful what you say and do!




IN THIS MONTH

Over the years there have been many important events that have occurred in October.
Here are just a few...

1066—The Battle of Hastings at which King
Harold II was killed by William of Normandy
took place (14th)

1805—The Battle of Trafalgar took place between
the British and a combined fleet of French and
Spanish ships (21st)

1908—Henry Ford’s Model T Ford went on sale
for the first time (1st)

1927 — “The Jazz Singer’, the first “alkie” film
was launched in New York (6th)

1949—The People’s Republic of China was
founded (1st)

1957—The Space Age began with the Russians
launching Sputnik I, The first satellite into orbit
(4th)

1967—Revolutionary Che Guevara was shot dead
in Bolivia at the age of 39 (9th)

1969—The brand new 7-sided 50p coin was
introduced (14th)

1971—Parliament voted 356-244 in favour of
Britain joining the European Economic
community (28th)

1975—Muhammed Ali beat Joe Frazier in the
fight known as ‘Thrilla in Manila’ (1st)
1992—The conservative Government announced
plans to close a third of all deep coal pits with the
loss of 31,000 jobs (13th)

2003 — Concorde made its last commercial flight
(24th)

2004—17 year old Lionel Messi makes his league
debut for FC Barcelona in a 1-0 win against rivals
Espanyol (16th)

2013—15 people killed by a series of explosions
in a fireworks factory in Vietnam (12th)

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE

We are specialist small animal practices
dealing with all your pets’ veterinary
requirements. Friendly help and advice is

just a phone call away.

RECOMMEND A FRIEND
AND YOU BOTH RECEIVE £10

WOMBOURNE VETERINARY CENTRE
56 Rookery Road,Wombourne 01902 324551
Monday-Friday 8.30 am -6.30 pm
Saturday 9.00 am-4.00 pm

v Consultations

v Repeat prescription check ups
v Diabetic check ups

v Repeat prescriptions

v/ Vaccinations

v Neutering

v Dentistry

v Hip and Elbow scoring

v/ Pet travel

v Blood and urine testing

24 hour Emergency Service
available (please telephone
prior to visiting)

GORNAL VETERINARY CENTRE
6 Bank Road, Gornal 01384 212000
(By the Bus Station)
Monday-Friday 8.30 am- 6.30 pm

BOTH CLINICS ARE IN A CENTRAL LOCATION SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
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U Foot Health Care

® Nails trimmed

Treatment carried
out in the comfort
of your own home.

Home visits £30
no hidden costs.

e Corn Removal
e Callus Reduction

I have 15 years
experience in foot
health care and
hold a current
DBS certificate.

Lisa Culbard s v

Fully Qualified and Insured
Foot Health Practitioner

o Thick Nails Reduced

e Ingrown Toe Nails Treated
e Treatment of Fungal Infections
e Foot Health checks | Advice on Foot Care =

Don’t suffer with painful feet.
Look after them and they will look after you!

For appointments call Lisa on 07989 410801 L.Culbard@sky.com

iy [VV NIVIT;

During the war there was a major alert in
Sedgley when it was thought that four
unexploded bombs had been discovered. The
Bull Ring was sealed off for two days...until it
was discovered that the ‘bombs’ were milk
churns!

In 1903 one of the most widely advertised
products locally was “Underhill’s Gornalia Pig
Powder”. Said to be a cure for “Swine Fever
And Other Diseases”, it sold in packets priced
at 2d each, 10d a dozen or 9 shillings a gross.

In 1921 a 20-bed sanatorium for juvenile
sufferers of consumption (tuberculosis) was
opened at Himley. The cost of the house, plus
30 acres of grounds and the conversion was
£8000.

The Dudley Herald Yearbook of 1901 gave
some interesting tips for local cyclists.  The
route to London was 121% miles via
Birmingham, Leamington, Oxford and
Reading. It was described as “a good and
picturesque road after leaving Birmingham.”
The route to Shrewsbury was 52 miles via
Wolverhampton, Shifnal and Wellington and
was described as “after leaving Wolverhampton
it is a good road until the Colliery district beyond
Shifnal, Wellington to Shrewsbury, though is a
grand road.”

In 1966 there was great controversy over
plans to demolish a cottage on The Straits
and replace it with a petrol station.  The
developers said that the building was a “little
oasis of rotten development on a beautiful
estate” and that they planned to replace it
with “a pretty petrol station”. Sedgley
Council were not impressed and refused the
application.
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DUDLEY LIBRARIES
l HISTORY in conjunction with
— THE BLACK COUNTRY SOCIETY
OCTOBER 2025 DUDLEY HISTORY FESTIVAL
11th-25th OCTOBER 2025

BETTER Dudley

Coming soon to Dudley Libraries, The History Festival returns for 2025 with a host of fantastic
speakers to meet. ATTENTION all History fans because Dudley Libraries have an announcement to
make and we really want to share it with you. We have 34 events including talks and exhibitions for the
History Festival 2025. We are really excited to be hosting some of the most well-known History
speakers in the Midlands. So keep checking Dudley Libraries’ website and our social media feeds for
more information and announcements. To book your free place for any of the talks listed or to find out
further information, please contact your local library.

There are 34 talks in total at the various libraries and Dudley Archives and
Local History Service centre. Dudley’s ‘star’ speaker is Professor Carl
Chinn (right) who will be joining us at Dudley Library on Friday, 17th
October at 1.30pm. He will be giving a talk about the Real Peaky Blinders.
The talks are varied and range from Wren’s Nest and the Stourbridge Glass
Industry to James Whale an errant clergyman in Pensnett! It’s not all local
either, with general history talks on recipients of the Victoria Cross and the
Dickin Medal, the Cavaliers and Roundheads and Vile Victorians exploring the darker side of daily life
~ in Victorian Britain—definitely something for everyone.

Moving to Gornal Library, on Wednesday, 15th October at 7.00pm Damian Carter

with hazards such as dangerous workplaces, the risk of disease, crime, drowning and

tarvation. He also delves into “strange dangers” - clothing which could injure,
wallpaper which might be toxic and makeup which could be
‘ = poisonous.

On Thursday, 16th October at 2.00pm, Sedgley Library will be hosting Paul Floyd
(right), who will be talking about Wren’s Nest National Nature Reserve which is of
exceptional importance and is one of the most notable geological locations in the
British Isles. It has been visited and studied by geologists from all over the world.
Paul is a walk leader at the Wren’s Nest Nature Reserve.

Also on 16th October at 6.45pm, Judith Davies will be giving a talk at Dudley Library on the ‘Retail
Revolutionaries—the struggle for power and influence in the mid 19th century in Dudley’. Many of
their leaders were shopkeepers of whom Samuel Cook is the best remembered but most of the others,
such as Thomas Hill, Thomas Lester, the Twamleys and the Wood family, are almost entirely forgotten.
This talk looks at the personalities and events which shaped the period.
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Over at the Archives and Local History Service from 10.00am-3.00pm, Kevin Goodman, Brendan
Clifford and Paul Ford are hosting Local History Day—a step back in time to explore the Borough’s
intriguing past at Dudley Archives and Local History Service. The day will include talks by Kevin
Goodman ‘Cholera in the Black Country 1832°, Brendan Clifford ‘The Black Country 500 years in 50
voices’ and Paul Ford, Archivist, who will be delivering a talk on ‘the place names of Halesowen

and Lenches Bridge’. Throughout the day there will be family and local history exhibitions and
publications for sale by local authors.

On Wednesday, 22nd October at 2.00pm Dudley Library will be welcoming Brian Carr whose talk
will be “Local public artwork in Dudley”. Brian started to build the Dudley Public Art website in his
retirement. Initially it was just to fill the online gap where little was recorded. Brian explored

further, finding artworks not often seen and eventually spread out of Dudley Borough to cover the
whole of the Black Country. Large or small, permanent or transient, he has tried to cover as much as
he can find. As Brian will say, he is not an art expert nor a historian, just an enthusiast hoping to share
what is out there.

The wonderful Craig Denston (right) will be at Dudley Library on Thursday,
23rd October at 7.00pm with his talk “From Kate’s Hill to California—James = ——
Whale, the Father of Frankenstein”. How did a working class lad born into 19th
century Dudley become, for his time, the highest paid director in Hollywood? r
This tells an extraordinary life story that goes from a factory to a war, through art b
:‘;
e

to the theatre, to the making of some of the most influential movies of all time, Lk

and, yet, ultimately to a heartbreakingly tragic end. .

On Friday, 24th October at 2.00pm, Paul Ford will be appearing at Sedgley Library for his talk
“Silence! - 3 stories from the Staffordshire Coroners”. History is about the written word but
sometimes it is equally about what is not written. Here we look at three cases from Staffordshire
Coroners where silence plays a huge part in a series of events... Mustn 't Talk: Fit for Military Service
- Cheslyn Hay 1916. Won't Talk: The Curious Case of Maud Minnie Mills—Walsall 1912. Can’t
Talk: The Silent Skeleton of Murder Mine—Dudley 1961.

On Saturday, 25th October at 1.00pm Quintin Watt will be joining Gornal Library for ‘Tales from
the Coroner’s Casebook—Life and Death in Georgian South Staffordshire and the Black Country”.
This presentation examines the cases of unexplained deaths, presided over by Henry Smith Esq—
Coroner of the County of Stafford between 1801 and 1842. These included: accidents, manslaughter,
murders, suicides and ‘visitations of God’. Join Coroner Smith’s Jury and reconsider some of the

cases he dealt with during the first part of his long career.

From Saturday 11th October to Saturday 20 December Dudley Archives and Local History
Service will be hosting an exhibition from Agenoria to Beeching —the first and last days of steam in
Dudley. The exhibition will consist mainly of two sets of photographs —one illustrating the first days of
steam railways in the Dudley area between 1830 and 1860 and the second illustrating the final days of
steam in the area, from the late 1950s and early 1960s.

Wednesday, 1st October to Friday, 31 October will see an exhibition at Dudley Library (Reading
Room) ‘Bound by roots, divided by paths’. This project seeks to bridge historical and contemporary
migration narratives, creating a space for cultural understanding and artistic expression. The
exhibition will amplify the voices of displaced and migrant communities, exploring both personal
and collective reflections on identity and belonging. Please see website for Library opening times.
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OR WHATEVER by John Sparry
Heavy Metal

In 1066, besides the invasion by William of Normandy, in the heavens appeared an object,
leaving behind it a trail of dust and gas. Astronomers of the time christened it ‘The Star
with Hair’.

This space-travelling rock was correctly forecast in 1682 to be next due to zoom by Earth in
1759, by Edmond Halley, after whom the comet is now known.

Currently, the hunt is on for fragments of the meteor which exploded and landed in Scotland.
This sudden visitor was believed to be 30 million years old. What secrets of the universe
will be revealed when
located samples are
scientifically examined?

In the misty past,
perhaps around the time
when flint knives from
England’s East Coast
were being traded for
amber from the forests
of the continent, it is
thought that the iron
retrieved from meteors was being worked into weapons and tools.

Was King Arthur’s legendary sword made of meteoric iron?

Lands in the Middle East were the cradles for men who made swords which were believed
to hold magical and invincible power, being made in an 'bar, the ancient Sumerian word
meaning ‘iron from the skies’.

~ The iron I collected in my old

pram (left) was more likely to

2 have come from an old bedstead

s rather than the sky. One day a

' local doctor looked in the pram

and remarked, “she’d never

" have lived, she was too heavy
at birth!”

By John Sparry, Ridge Cot, 15 Enville Road, Wall Heath
Mobile: 07831 342209
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PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY

Your local independent nursery - As we grow... grow with us!

Winter Hours from 12t September 2025
Open Friday, Saturday and Sundays 9am to 3pm
For visits outside of these times please contact us

'] DON'T FORGET
| TO ORDER

YOUR WINTER
HANGING
BASKETS

GRAVE POSIES AVAILABLE TO ORDER FOR DECEMBER COLLECTION

07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com

A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Keep up to date by following our Facebook page f PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY

Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk




[
BT TN I Y = TN i T
PN S = (e

1. Aand B go across the bridge (time taken 2 3. If the question asked for the quickest way of

minutes). A returns with the torch (1 minute). emptying the bath the answer would be the

C and D go across the bridge (10 minutes) and bucket...but it asks for the easiest way of removing
then B goes back with the torch (2 minutes). A the water. The answer therefore must be to

and B then return across the bridge together (2 simply remove the plug!

minutes). This means that all four have ended

up on the far side of the bridge in a total of 17 4 SHOT and EVER

minutes. 5. FLAME and ALOUD

2. An egg which has hatched after the three 6. BASHFUL and RECTIFY

days.

Watch out for more tricky Brainteasers in the November edition.

~ ~.COMPETITION WINNERS

; F
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the SEPTEMBER edition was
CINEMA. The lucky winner who each receives a FAMILY Pg\ss to the
ODEON CINEMA, MERRY HILL are:’ =

PATRICIA ROGERS of Kingswinford and
SAM JONES of Sedgley

. : -~
' : You can find this month’s competition on page 26. - s o

-

’ - v
4 PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed — multiple entries will be disqualified.
Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date. *

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two tickets up
W’N for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have to do
to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS,
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to
TIC villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at
TH EKETS TO The Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road,
R OB’N Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on
'N Thursday, 23" October 2025 - GOOD LUCK!
BIL
STON Congratulations to NICOLA ALLEN of Wombourne who was the
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the SEPTEMBER edition.
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ﬁi - The Sedgley, Gomal, Coseley & Tipton
l

SEDGLEY TG?

- Meet others and make new friends

. Lots of enjoyable activity groups to join:
craft group - every Wednesday 2pm SCC*
TG Singers choir - most Mondays 7pm SCC*
walking & strolling groups
lunch & supper clubs o
book club AR
theatre group ?g {m
garden group LiA7
Orange Cafes

. Entertainment or Speaker
event - every 3rd Monday 8
7.15pm SCC* {

- Join in with national and local
projects and campaigns to
help others

. Day trips & enjoyable outings

Visitors and new members always welcome.
For more information, please contact Kerry on

07794 618943 or kerry59@btinternet.com

*Sedgley Community Centre
Ladies Walk, Sedgley, Dudley DY3 3UA

www.facebook.com/SedgleyEVETG
www.the-tg.com

| &
2 Parist Puwp
WHAT HAPPENS AT DUDLEY PROBUS

CLUB

lunch meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday in the month starting at 12.30pm
and are held at The Lodge, Wellington
Road, Dudley DY1 1RD. Coming up...

9th October—Andrew French—*Life of
Norman Wisdom’
13th November—’Hearing Solutions’ :
11th December—Christmas Lunch with
entertainment provided by The Sedgley
Strummers.

Further details can be obtained by emailing
dudleyprobus@gmail.com
or by visiting the Dudley Probus website.

French
7, Connections

Penn_ United Reformed Church

(wva sqQp)
Saturday October 11th 2025
Featuring
Phaedra Nicholls
£10.00 Starts at 7.30pm

Tickets: Joy - 01902 429468
Alex - 01902 338570

Penn Singers Charity Fund supporting Local Charities

@ Member of the National Association of Choirs

PENN SINGERS is a Registered Charity No 503894

CATH’S
LITTLE
LIBRARY

is now ready for use k
and is situated in
Waring Close
DY4 9NW.
Anyone is
welcome to use the
Library but with the
proviso that it is treated with respect.

We gratefully accept all donations and
these can be left at No. 18.
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( ( | Tipton Town
. e Plig AVE-A BOSTIN. - - A
8@ ICHmsmma's o

Local History
- 404 | ON CIRISTHAS DAY 357 Egp'our-ms\,

S I TIPTON MY TRUE s i ‘ g os}s OAD] Group has two o
iy 0T e S new bostin A
5 ‘;_ 0%, | N |
¥ = ,,

S=)
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=

Tipton Town Libraries {3

Black Country Christmas
cards for sale this year. They
are now available from Tipton
Library and from the Black
Country Hub at Merry Hill
Shopping Centre. Be sure to
get yours in good time!

SEDGLEY MORNING
TOWNSWOMENS GUILD

The Guild meet at 10.00am on the first e ‘
Thursday of every month at Beacon Centre [[SSS< SEDGLEY COMMUNITY
for the Blind, Wolverhampton Road East CENTRES
WV4 6AZ.
provide interesting speakers, fun activities  (|§ CHB]STMAS
and day trips. g F A]B
COMING UP... B 4

This is a friendly group whose aim is to

JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, GIFTS
AND DELICIOUS TREATS!

In October we will be entertained by
Ron Nicholson with songs from the

50s, 60s and 70s. e SATURDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
. s 10:30-2:30
The Guild are always happy to welcome
new members and the first two visits are SEDGLEYng%g[U%T& CENLS
absolutely FREE. So why not give it a go DY3 3UA

and see if this is for you—it is the perfect
way to meet different people and make
new friends.
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<k | MY PLACE MY WORDS »’(@?
LU I
DOETRY WRITING | &~ @&

«"‘?11 i

ﬂﬂNI[S]\ KNIT & NATTER

10.30am on 2nd Saturday of month

~ ALL WELCOME

St Chad’s Church Hall
Oak Street, Coseley WV14 9TA

X % T
3 == StjamestheggeatIowerGoma

CraftFayre
Saturday 8th November 2025
12 noon - 3 pm
Memorial Hall, Lower Gornal, DY3 2PE

Hot Pork Baps & Refreshments & Stalls!
A few tables are still available

f % . The Sedgley, Gomal, Coseley & Tipton

IN MEMORY OF
HARRY HARRISON *
& PAT ARNETT

Write an original poem about
Tipton or the Black Country.
Your poem can be in any
poetic style, including
dialect, but must be no more
than 20 lines long.

£50.00
TOPPRIZE

Deadline for entries is
November 6, 2025.

For more information please contact the History Group on ttllhistorygroup@outlook.com

Black ;@ug[?‘:‘ FREEENTRY

Tipton Town Libraries Local History Group

Country FOROVER16s Contact Jayne for more info s
| : 07737 600541 M | Ke
%% Entry forms can be collected from Tipton Library ‘)
e or by emailing robert26hazel@gmail.com 7’ f Ji

IT’S WRITE HERE

Write Here is a writing group who meet at Coseley Library, Castle Street, Coseley
WV14 9DW on the 4th Thursday of every month at 11.00am-1.00pm. Pens and paper
are provided and there is complimentary tea and coffee organised by the Library.

If you are interested in creative writing, expression or discussion of books, individual and
collaborative works and ideas then we would love to have you join our group.

For further information please telephone the Library on 01384 812775 or email them at
coseley.library@gll.org
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POPP]ES &
PUMPKINS

COFFEE MORNING

in support of Sedgley Community Centre and

ssafalx-

Armed Forces
charity
The regular Community Centre Coffee Morning
with handcrafted poppies & pumpkins,
other craft sales, raffle, cakes,
pre loved books & jigsaws and more.

10am Saturday 18th October
Sedgley Community Centre,
Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA

Everyone Welcome

Poppy Fields Project

for Rembrance 2025
POPPIES WANTED
CRAFTERS NEEDED

Can you help by knitting or crocheting poppies in red or
purple of at least 10cm in diameter? The plan is to mount
them on sticks and ‘plant’ them around the war memorials in
Sedgley Coseley and Woodsetton to create ‘Poppy Fields’.

. 3 -

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN IN WITH THIS
~ SPREAD THE WORD ~

More information and example patterns ?3—96_1?‘
available on flyers or by contacting: 2 —ﬁ’r”
karenm_moore@sky.com 07473885197 5 "4

SEDGLEY ACTIVE
RETIREMENT GROUP

meet every Thursday morning at
Sedgley Community Centre,
Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA
from 10.00am-12.00 noon
(term time only).

COMING UP...

9th October: Travels with my
Camera by speaker Gordon Nicklin
16th October: Skittles
23rd October: Quacks and Cures
in the Black Country
by speaker Kevin Goodman
30th October: HALF TERM

NEW MEMBERS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME
—the first two sessions are FREE

For further information, please contact
Sidney Millinson on 01902 270430

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP
WILL BE IN THE NOVEMBER 2025
EDITION AND THE COPY
DEADLINE IS Tuesday, 21st
October 2025.

Don’t forget that insertions are free if
you run a Group or Association that
is non-profit making. Please send your
details via email to Gail at
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

60

To advertise call Gail on 07817 904477 or email villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk



‘ﬂ‘@ The Sedgley, Gomal, Coseley & Tipton ;
Piris Pue 2

SEDGLEY
LOCAL HISTORY
Society

www.sedgleylocalhistory.org.uk (also on Facebook)

Schoolteachers, Andrew Barnett and Trevor Genge were co-founders of the Society in 1984. Andrew
launched the Sedgley Local History Museum (closed 2004) and Trevor published five books on the
Sedgley Manor villages. Both were avid researchers and staunch supporters of conservation projects.

Programme ~ 2025/ 2026

THURSDAY, 9™ OCTOBER—7.30pm:

10™ Andrew Barnett & Trevor Genge Memorial Lecture—A Perfect Place to Live:

Ned Williams explores a Wolverhampton ‘garden suburb’ followed by nationwide ‘suburbs’, and
‘garden cities’. The promise was a perfect place to live, work and play in a well-planned
environment.

THURSDAY 13" NOVEMBER - 7:30 pm
Over by Christmas? Quintin Watt examines the reaction of Black Country folk to the outbreak of
the Great War. The widespread belief of a short war soon took hold.

THURSDAY 8™ JANUARY 2026 — 7:30 pm
Film Night & Quiz — Number 3: Members & Visitors Evening — Enjoy some short films and brain
teasers.

THURSDAY 12" FEBRUARY - 7:30pm
History of Dudley Castle: Max Keen dresses up and plays characters to vividly take us through
centuries of castle life.

THURSDAY 12™ MARCH - 7:30 pm
Rogues, Villains & Peaky Blinders: Corinne Brazier has researched the real lives of Birmingham’s
criminals and gangsters. The amazing true stories beat fiction!

THURSDAY 14™ MAY - 7:30 pm:

Annual General Meeting followed by Early Years at Soho: Mary Bodfish celebrates industrialist
Matthew Boulton and his famous Smethwick works culminating in the historic partnership with
engineer/inventor James Watt.

THURSDAY 11™ JUNE - 7.00pm
Visit or walk - TBA

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME Individual talks — £2
St. Andrew’s Church, Bilston Street, Sedgley, Dudley, West Midlands DY3 1JA
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ACCOUNTANTS
Nicholas Barwell & Co
Gornal Accounting

ANIMAL SERVICES
Vets on the Meowve
The Island Vets

BATHROOM/KITCHENS
Changing Rooms

BEER COMPANIES
The Jinja Beer Company Ltd

BLINDS & AWNINGS
Castle Blinds & Awnings

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION
Fix4u Roofing & Building Services

BUTCHERS
Abbey Road Traditional Butchers

CAR REPAIRS & SERVICE
Northway Autos
Dudley Car Bodyshop Ltd

CAR SALES
Summit Garage

CARPETS
Trinity Carpets

CARPET CLEANING
Zero Dry Time

CLUBS
The Robin, Bilston - Win tickets
Brook Street Community Centre

DENTAL SERVICES
Simply Dentures

DOUBLE GLAZING
Cloudy 2 Clear Windows

EVENTS
An Evening with Steve Perryman

FIREWORKS SUPPLIERS
Jubilee Fireworks Ltd

FITNESS FOR SENIORS
Active Seniors

48
11

15
50

45

29

28

8-9

38

23

OBC

43

37

56
31

41

35

IFC

11

FOOT HEALTHCARE

Professional Foot Healthcare 34

Foot Healthcare 51

FUNERAL SERVICES

J.R. Jones & Co 39

FURNITURE

Dreamworld Furniture IBC

Buy Sofas Direct 12-13

GARAGE DOORS & SECURITY
SHUTTERS

Rings Security, Shutters & Gates 10

GAS, PLUMBING & HEATING
Wheelers Gas, Plumbing & Heating 11
Rightio Plumbing & Heating 6

KITCHEN & BATHROOM INTERIORS

Changing Rooms 45
Plaza Interior Designs Ltd 21
KITCHEN DOORS

Dream Doors 7
MOBILITY

Power Link 36

NURSERIES & PLANT CENTRES
Beacon Nurseries & Plant Centre 20
Prestwood Cave Nursery 55

PUBLIC HOUSES
The Five Ways Inn 17

ROOFERS
GMD Roofing & UPVC 24-25
Fix4u Roofing & Building Services ~ 8-9

SKIP HIRE COMPANIES

M T Skips Ltd 3233

TREE & LANDSCAPING SERVICES

Tree & Landscape Specialists 18-19
Gornal Tree & Garden Services 48
VISITOR ATTRACTIONS

West Midlands Safari Park 27
WINDOWS & DOORS

Gold Oak Windows 42

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Yillage Voice
MAGAZINE

Provides the ideal opportunity
for local businesses to advertise
their goods and services at a
very reasonable cost.
There are three separate editions
each month in the areas:
Sedgley / Gornal /
Coseley / Tipton;
Kingswinford / Wall Heath /
Wordsley;
Wombourne / Swindon /
Penn [ Kinver
Advertising rates start at the
equivalent of just £10.00
plus VAT per month.

If you would like further
information then please
call Gailon

0781 7904477

or email:
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

PLEASE MENTION
Yillage Voice
WHEN USING THE SERVICES

OF OUR ADVERTISERS
THANK YOU.

—— ONTHE—

HOME FRONT

PAGES 44
® Ovenblitz Midlands

® Joanne Stallard
Foot Health Professional

® Sam’s Exterior Cleaning
Services

® Whitehouse Electrical & Sons
® A.L.F. Handyman
® Clean & Care 4U
® Morgan Repairs
® Memories in Brushstrokes

To Advertise in Village Voice call Gail on 01384 866688 or 0781 790 4477

It’s cheaper than you thought - Prices start at just £10 (+VAT) per month!
CALL TODAY!

VILLAGE VOICE is published by Village Voice Magazines © 2025
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Dreamworld K58 F:1;7:1, [

F u r n i t u r e CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE

— upTo 15% oOFF

EVERYTHING

NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW'

FREE LEATHER §

. ot AVAILABLE
"COLOURS OF \, " . A S
YOUR CHOICE! | - Y \ PIECE SUITE

REMOVAL
OF YOUR
OLD BED &
FURNITURE

Lift an Rise
ODD CHAIRS & furniture all at
SOFAS STARTING

monetes | AMAZING
TO CLEAR! PRICES

X2 o

WE WON'T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!___ 4 ! Ry e

o — \ . OFFERS
@ Relief from aches and pains ‘. N, /PSS T
@ Single and double beds AL 1l mobili B RANGE GF DINIG
starting furniture GE 0| G

AND BEDROOM FURNITURE
@ Premium mattresses from £09 A D FURNITU

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE UP TO £1,000

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Dreamworld
F urn | t ure 8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660 =S|
e IF YOU CAN'T GET TO US WE CAN COME TO YOU

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Summit
—y - 4

Garage

o (Qver 40 cars in stock

e Minimum 15 Months
Warranty on every car

e New 12 Month MOT

o Finance available

o Px’s Welcome

e Service and MOT’s

 Brakes & Supension

o Official MG Warranty
& Service Centre

(%) 01384 259555
www.summitgarage.co.uk

413-415 Himley Rd, DY3 2RA

a~Autotrader

Highly Rated

For our customer
service 2025

q,

D
1945-20256

=



