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Village Voice
Community magazine for

Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley & Tipton

Cover story
March is quite a busy month. First up we have 
Mothering Sunday which this year falls on 
10th-March. This is the perfect time to make your 
mum feel really special. On 20th March Spring time 
o�  cially begins with the clocks going forward on 31st March at 
1.00am – we can all look forward to some long overdue lighter 
nights. Easter Sunday falls on 31st March and although it is 
Christianity‘s most important holiday its exact origins are unknown 
and almost certainly it dates back to at least Anglo-Saxon times. 
Read more about this on page 14.
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11,22,28,41 It‘s A Fact!
6  Brainteasers
11&38  We have two extra competitions this month – Capelli 

Hairdressing are celebrating 30 years in business and are 
giving away a Cut and Blow Dry. The second competition 
features Graham Fisher’s new book – Stourbridge Glass 
Museum: how it came into being. Three lucky winners 
will get the chance to win a signed copy.

14  With Easter coming up we feature a short article about 
the various traditions associated with the day – from the 
Easter Bunny through to Morris Dancing.

16 Our wordsearch competition this month sees 2 x family   
 passes up for grabs to the Odeon Cinema in Merry Hill.
34 We feature an article on Wordsley Brewery and its Gornal   
 roots.
56 Brainteasers Answers
60&61 The Parish Pump – read about what’s going on in your   
 area. There is also exciting news about the � rst ever 
 Tipton Town Libraries Local History Group Fayre.

Cover photo © Bigstock

Please note that the closing date for our competition this month is 
MONDAY, 25th MARCH 2024. Entries received after this date 
will not be entered into the draw. Please ensure your name, address, 
telephone number and email address are included on your entry.

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...
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Purchasing this 
resource once every 
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effective use of any 

grant funding.
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Auto Services “ For all your motoring needs”

MOTs and Servicing for all makes
T : 01384 241140 F : 01384 212206

W :www.northwayautos.co.uk

USE�U� �E�E����E�U��E�S

��� �� 112
101

111
01��� ��6111

0�71 222
0�71 7�1 �1�1
0
0�71 200 22��

01��� ��2�2�
0�0�0 ��6 ��6
0�00 11 11
116112
0
01��� 2�1�11

0�00 7�� ����

0�00 � � � 10 11
0�00 2� �� �2
0�00 �2� 1111
07

0�00 ��� 2���

E�E��E���
���������� ���� �� ������
��� E���������������

�E����
��S
�������� ���� � � E ����

����E�
�����������������
�������� E������ �������
�������� ���� ����
������������� ��������

���� �����
���������� ���������
���� � ���������� ������ ����
���������
S���������
S��� S������ ��������
������ S������

U�I�I�IES
S����� ���������� �S������
S���� S����������

�E�����������
����� �����

E���������� ����� ����
��� �����

��U��I� SE��I�ES
������ ���
��������� �

�1� 602 ��6

0072

���7�� ���0

�
�00 12� 10��

01384 812790
01384 812755
01384 812775

Sedgley 
Gornal
Coseley

DON’T MISS OUT ON  
YOUR COPY  

Each month over 2,200 copies  
of this edition of Village Voice 

are delivered throughout 
Sedgley, Gornal, Coseley  

and Tipton.  
Extras are given to libraries and 

selected shops in each area.  
Be sure to look out for your copy.

COPY DEADLINE
Please note that the copy 

deadline for the APRIL 2024 
edition of VILLAGE VOICE is 
Monday, 18th March 2024. 

Please book your space early to 
avoid disappointment.

 DO YOU RUN A  
NON PROFIT MAKING  

CLUB OR SOCIETY?  
ARE YOU ON THE LOCAL 

COMMITTEE OF A CHARITY?  
 Would you like some FREE 
publicity for forthcoming 
events or to recruit new 

members? Give us a call, send 
us an email or drop us a line 

here at VILLAGE VOICE – we 
would love to help. See our 
contact details on page 3. 
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60

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Without a doubt the best ever Sunday football team in the area must have been
the Kingswinford Athletic side of the 1970s. In the Kidderminster & District
League (one of the best and most competitive in the Midlands) they won the
Premier league for seven seasons in succession, completing the league and cup
‘double’ on four occasions. In the 1977-78 season they were unbeaten all
season. Eat your hearts out Chelsea!

In 1978 the Kingswinford Horticultural Society hosted the BBC Gardeners’
Question Time radio show. The panel who answered questions from the
audience included Fred Loads, Clay Jones, Bill Sowerbutt and compere Ken Ford.
The audience comprised not only members of the Kingswinford club but also
members of the gardening clubs in Wall Heath, Kinver, Colley Gate and Clent.

At one time there were a number of toll gates around Kingswinford. The main
one was in Moss Grove just by the Cross although the busiest was on the main
road towards Pensnett close to where the ‘Kingswinford’ pub stands today.
There was also a further toll at the junction of Bromley Lane and Stream Road
which, long after tolls ceased to be collected, was used by tram crews as a
shelter and tea stop. The final toll house in the area was onWovlerhampton
Road near the current entrance to Holbeche House.

It was reported in October 1919 that a resident of Wordsley, Ann Surman had
died at the grand old age of 105. She had 13 children and left over 100 direct
descendants.
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1.  “I can travel from there to here by first 
disappearing and here to there by 
reappearing”.  What am I?

2.  Which three letters can you insert into 
each of the following to create a new word 
(the same three letters for each word):

  B - - - ON      C - - -TER
G - - -TY       ME - - - ED

3.  All the vowels have been taken out of the 
famous saying below.  Can you replace 
them?

      T R R S H M N T H F R G V D V N

4.  There are three houses in a row.  One is 
made of bricks, one of wood and the third 
from iron.  Fires break out in each and 
people can be heard screaming in them. The 
emergency services are soon on the scene.  
Which house did the ambulance try to put 
the fire out in first?

5.  What is the missing word in this 
sequence?

     Begin inch chapel elastic ?  
      cellar arisen end

SO JUST HOW WELL DID YOU DO?

We’re keeping it simple this month with a selection of questions that range 
from easy to ridiculously easy.  You may not need the answers but 

just in case they are on page 56.
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dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

QUALITY KITCHEN 
MAKEOVERS

by simply replacing the doors and worktops

MODERN CLASSIC TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

BEFORE

AFTER

9.8/10

› Up to 50% less than a new fully 
fitted kitchen

› Replacement kitchen doors

› Cost e�ective made to measure solution

› Worktops and appliances

› Quick installation in 2-3 days by 
local professionals

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley,
DY8 5NA

Call us now for a free estimate:

01384 956119
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We also sp ecialise in...
 UPVC F ASCIAS, 

 SOF FITS, 
       GUTTERING & DOWN PIPES, FLAT ROOFS, 

  MAINTENANCE FREE DRY  RIDGE & VERGE SYSTEMS, 
  EAVES PROTECTI ON SYSTEMS (EPS)

                      FOR A FREE NO OBLIGA TION QUOTATION CALL

   01902 275950 or 07724 383454
              email: lukeroofer34@ gmail.com

 RightWAY Roofi ng
    Major re-roofing or minor    domestic roof repairs

We do it the  RightWay!
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 Just answer this simple question: 

For how many years has Capelli Hairdressing been in business?
 

Please email your answer to villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

Winners will be chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date  
of Monday, 25th March 2024. Please give your name, address and contact number.  

We will inform you by telephone. To enter you must be aged 18 years or older.  
No cash or alternative prize will be given. 

WIN A CUT AND BLOW DRY

 

 

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
 

 Much of Sedgley did not have a proper clean—and reliable—water mains 
supply until 1922, almost 40 years after large parts of Dudley and  
Wolverhampton  had the same facility.  The South Staffs Water Co was  
given permission to supply water to the area by Act of Parliament in 1853  
but it was not until 1919 when water from Baggeridge pit was used to  
supplement supplies pumped in from Lichfield that the company actually  
completed its obligations. 

In the 1920s many of the handmade bricks manufactured in the brickyards of the 
area were moulded by women.  For every 1050 bricks made the moulder was paid 
1/7d and their assistant would get 1/1d. 

In the late 18th century the cost of food increased substantially following  
several bad harvests.  As a result inhabitants of many of the industrial areas of 
the Black Country were forced into poverty.  One of the industrial areas that 
did not suffer in this way, however, was Lower Gornal where—although many 
of the people worked in the nail industry or as colliers—most households still 
had a vegetable patch where they could grow their own food to supplement 
what they bought in the shops. 

What seems like a very good bargain was advertised in the Liverpool Mercury in 
May 1884:  “Happy home with tender care offered to two little children over three 
years of age.  Terms including board, laundry and education £5 quarterly—Miss 
Page, Ladies School, Tipton, Staffordshire”. 
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On Monday, 23rd April 1797 there was a violent thunderstorm that 
raged for several hours across the Black Country.  There were many 
floods and trees were blown down.  The biggest surprise, however, 
occurred in Sedgley. 

During the storm a ball of fire was seen to hurtle out of the sky...and 
down the chimney of the house belonging to Stephen Cox, a nailer of 
Sedgley.  Cox, his wife and child were sitting by the fireside but were 
miraculously left unharmed as the fireball came out of the fireplace and passed through the 
house and two others adjoining.  The fearsome heat melted a lock on one of the doors as well 
as causing the lead on some of the windows to turn to liquid. 

News of the Cox’s narrow escape soon spread and over the next few days hundreds of  
people journeyed to see the damaged houses and to touch the members of the Cox family in 
the hope that some of their good fortune would be passed on. 

Indeed, about three weeks after this event there was another bad storm—the Cox family  
suddenly found that all their neighbours had come round to their house in order to take  
refuge.  After all they seemed to think, if they had survived one potential disaster then  
perhaps that was the safest place to be! 

 GREAT BALLS OF FIRE! 
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TEL: 01384 295660 | www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 
coupled with over 40 years of experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE
Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and occasional furniture to complement any home, that 

S U I T E S  •  B E D S  •  M A T T R E S S E S  •  D I N I N G
UP TO £1000 PART 

EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO 75% OFF!

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU 
TEL: 01384 295660

https://www.facebook.com/dreamworldfurniture2017

www.dreamworld.furniture

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE

S U I T E S  •  D I N I N G
M A T T R E S S E S  •  B E D S 

UP TO £1000 PART 
EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while 
stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO

75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, 

KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU
TEL: 01384 295660

www.dreamworld.furniture

Dreamworld off ers a wide range of three piece suites, luxury divans, dining and 
occasional furniture to complement any home, that coupled with over 40 years of 

experience there is always someone available to off er the best quality service.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
PART EXCHANGE AVAILABLE

S U I T E S  •  D I N I N G
M A T T R E S S E S  •  B E D S 

UP TO £1000 PART 
EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE

FREE DELIVERY

FREE REMOVAL AND 
DISPOSAL OF YOUR 

OLD FURNITURE

FREE PARKING

Come and see our amazing offers while 
stocks last, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES 

AMAZING QUALITY, WITH PRICES 
SLASHED ACROSS THE STORE!

UP TO

75% OFF!

RUGS 
STARTING 

FROM

£99

LIFT AND 
RISE CHAIRS 

STARTING
FROM ONLY 

£799

SINGLE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BEDS STARTING 
FROM 

£1399

AMAZING OFFER 
3 SEATER AND 2 CHAIRS 

ALL RECLINING 
WAS £2495 

NOW ONLY 

£1695!

4FT 6 
STORAGE BED

NOW
ONLY

£399

WE NOW 
OFFER 
SNAP 

FINANCE

Half Price Sale!
Part exchange available up to £1000

 Dual motor action for maximum comfort

  Any width, height or weight
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  Single and double beds
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CONTINUES ACROSS THE STORE 

EVERYTHING
UP TO 75% OFF
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Part exchange 
available up to 

£1000

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

www.dreamworld.furniture
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Lift an Rise 
furniture all at

AMAZING 
PRICES
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NEW MODELS IN STORE NOW!

Find us on
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Last one 
was £4,500 

now only £2,995 
Garden Bar Table, 

Six Chairs and 
Gas Fire Pit! All power reclining, bluetooth speakers, wireless charging, 

Hot and Cold drink holders was £2,995 Now only £1,995

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!
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Full range 
of Oak Living/
Dining room 

Furniture 
Available

CLEARANCE
CONTINUES 
ACROSS THE 
STORE UP TO 
75% OFF 

EVERYTHING

Part exchange available up to £500
BUY NOW, CHRISTMAS DELIVERY GUARANTEED!’

Family run business for over 40 years
If you can’t get to us we can come to you, 

just call our sales line to fi nd out more!

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!’

 Wide range of dining and bedroom furniture available

  Luxury 3 piece suites available for immediate delivery
 Free removal of your old bed and furniture

 Finance available across the store

  Relief from aches and pains
  Single and double beds
   Premium mattresses

Family run business for over 40 years

Free removal of your old bed and furniture
Finance available across the store

Odd bed 
bases 

starting 
from £99

Sale now on 
all mobility 
furniture

Free parking 
right outside 

the door

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
8 STALLINGS LANE, KINGSWINFORD DY6 7HU

TEL: 01384 295660
Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm
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Bed 
bases/

Mattresses 
starting 

from just
£99
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 IT’S EASTERTIME—AND TIME TO SHAKE A STICK OR TWO 

Easter is, of course, an important  
Christian celebration but its roots go  

back well beyond the birth of Christ.  In 
fact the word itself is derived from Eostre, 

an Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn  
and spring. 

It is for this reason that many of the  
traditional symbols of Easter are connected 
with birth, fertility and good luck. 

Long before chocolate Easter eggs were  
invented the chicken or duck egg was used 
as a gift by children to their parents.  The 
children would paint the eggs and give them 
on the morning of Easter Day. 

The Easter Bunny—another symbol of  
fertility—is associated with the festival 
largely due to it’s ability to reproduce very 
rapidly.  Indeed, in Australia where it is 
something of a pest because of its high birth 
rate, some communities 
have banned the Easter 
Bunny in shops, replacing 
it with the Easter Bilby 
(right), which is an en- 
dangered small marsupial. 

Another endangered race 
is the traditional Morris Men who entertain 
in villages both large and small especially 
around Eastertime.  Many of their songs and 
dances are connected with the annual contest 
between Winter and Summer and have been 
around for hundreds of years.  Even  
Shakespeare refers to the “old art” of Morris 
dancing.  There are different forms of Morris 
dancing—locally it tends to be ‘Cotswold 
Morris’ or ‘Border Morris’ with six dancers 
whilst in other parts of the country (the  

North West and South 
Yorkshire, for  
example) they dance 
with eight or ten.  
Also in the North 
West there is a  
tradition of all-women 
Morris Dancing 
troupes with the participants wearing clogs 
rather than boots.  All forms of Morris  
dancing make full use of sticks, swords  
and other implements and it is thought that 
the term “to shake a stick” at something  
has its origins in Morris. 

Although England is the traditional home of 
Morris dancing there are now 150 teams in 
the US, many more than in the UK.  There is 
also one in Hong Kong and at least two in 
India!   In Finland, Easter traditions include 
little children dressing up as witches on  
broomsticks and going from house to house 
collecting sweets (and it is often said that this 
was the true source of “trick or treat” at  
Halloween) whilst in the Czech Republic  
Ash Wednesday is called Ugly Wednesday! 
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I have received a few messages from readers about our Brainteasers pu��les—apparently they
have been a little too easy! So hopefully you might find these a little more difficult! If you
struggle then the answers can be found on page 43.

1. This one requires you to move one
letter from one word to the other in each pair so
that two new words are formed. For e�ample, if
the words were Snail : Pike you would move the
�S� to form Nail : Spike. �ow try these�

T���S � ���S
R��� � R�����
�A�� � FR���
�O�� � S�A�
�OAST � ���

2. Once upon a time Abdul was granted a
single wish by a genie that he found in an old
lamp. �e asked his father what would he like and
was told that the father wanted to be rich. �e
asked his mother, who was blind, what she
desired . She said that she wished to be able to

S ee. Finally he went to his wife who said that
she wanted a child as they had been married for
10 years and still had no children. Abdul thought
about it for a while and then told the genie what
he wanted as his wish in order to please all his
family. �hat was it�

�. �aul worked in the computer department
of �rainTeasers �nc. �e had been off work for a
few days and when he returned he could not log
on to his computer. ��y password is out of date.
�as it been changed�� he asked his manager.
��es it�s different� he replied. ��t has the same
number of letters as your old one but only four
are the same.� �aul went away and logged on
with no problem. �hat were the old and new
passwords�

DO YOU WANT YOUR
BUSINESS TO �ROW�

T�EN TA�� TO US AT

���� ��� ����

44

BEACON NURSERIES
&  PLANT CENTRE

Shrubs, Primroses,
Perennial Plants

And Much More – 
ALL POT GROWN

WE ALSO STOCK COMPOST

NURSERY NOW OPEN

ROWAN ROAD, SEDGLEY DY3 1LT
Tel: 01902 882933

OAP
Discount

1-2 Hour

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

650921

12 Month

Excludes blockages

Speak to
us today!

Emergency
Response
time!

guarantee
on labour!

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

We work in Sedgley,
Gornal, Coseley,
Tipton and all
surrounding areas.

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes

Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps

Leaks & Bursts

Showers

Clearing Blockages

Pipework Replacement

Gas Safe Certified

01902 690 936
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This month our friends at the Odeon Cinema  
in Merry Hill have very kindly given us  

TWO family tickets to give away.  
There are some great films coming through  
at the moment so why not see if you can win  
some FREE tickets. So don’t delay get your  
entry in as soon as you can. Details below.

All you have to do is search out the square below for the 16 words associated with  
ODEON CINEMAS on our list. Fifteen of them are hidden in the square (spelt forwards, 

backwards, up or down or diagonally) whilst one is not there at all – or it may be misspelt! 
Once you have identified which one is missing just fill in the form below and send it to us. 
Alternatively send us an email at villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk (remember to include your 

name, address, postcode, telephone number and email address).  
The winners will be the first two correct entries drawn at random after the closing date  

of Monday, 25th March 2024. Good luck!
HIDDEN WORDS
1. ODEON
2. CINEMA
3. DOLBY
4. COFFEE
5. FAMILY
6. MERRY
7. PREMIERE
8. POPCORN
9. ISENSE
10. HILL
11. CLUB
12. LIMITLESS
13. GIFT
14. CANDY
15. COSTA
16. VOUCHER

MISSING WORD:.....................................   NAME:.............................................
ADDRESS: ...............................................................................................................
POSTCODE:..................................   TEL NO:.......................................................
EMAIL ADDRESS:.................................................................................................

SEND TO: ODEON COMPETITION, 50 REDHALL ROAD, DUDLEY DY3 2NL

T Y H G N R O C P O P
O F R O L L I H B D G
H H I R M N M P U O O
E Y A G E E O R L L R
S L M M R M E E C B E
N I A Q A A M D Y H
E M U E C T O I G O C
S A Q A S N Y E E D U
I F N O E H S R N Y O
J D C C O F F E E G V
Y N A S E L T I M I L

WIN A 

FAMILY TICKET 

TO THE 

ODEON CINEMA, 

MERRY HILL
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Members pay less
Unlock the Saver ticket
Scan the QR code and sign up for free

*

*myODEON Saver tickets are available through selected shows across the week and all day
on Member Mondays. For more information, please see ODEON.co.uk/offers-membership/
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Foot Health Care
Lisa Culbard DIP CFHP. VRFHP

Fully Qualifi ed and Insured
Foot Health Practitioner

Treatment carried 
out in the comfort 
of your own home.

Home visits £25 
no hidden costs.

I have 15 years 
experience in foot 
health care and 
hold a current 

DBS certifi cate.

For appointments call Lisa on 07989 410801   L.Culbard@sky.com

Foot Health Care
Lisa Culbard DIP CFHP. VRFHP

Fully Qualifi ed and Insured
Foot Health Practitioner

• Nails trimmed
•  Thick Nails Reduced
• Corn Removal
•  Callus Reduction
•  Ingrown Toe Nails Treated
•  Treatment of Fungal Infections
•  Foot Health checks / Advice on Foot Care

Don’t suffer with painful feet. 
Look after them and they will look after you!

 

Born in Wolverhampton in June 1908 Richard “Dicky” Rhodes joined 
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC in July 1926 and over the next nine 
years made 159 League and Cup appearances for the club before  
transferring to Sheffield United.  During this time he was a member of 
“Buckley’s Babes”, named after the legendary Wolves manager Major 
Frank Buckley.   

He retired from professional football in 1939 after a short spell with 
Swansea Town and became a publican back in Wolverhampton  
running the Old Still. 

Having time on his hands he took up a new hobby—canary breeding—and soon he became a leading 
breeder with a stream of titles to his name.  Indeed, he won the “Best Cinnamon Variagated Trophy” 
for both Scotland and Wales for three consecutive years.  In 1973 he won the National title beating no 
fewer than 1500 competitors at the show which was held at London’s Alexandra Palace.  By then he 
had moved to Wednesfield where he had a large aviary in which he kept around 80 canaries, many of 
which were prize-winning specimens. 

His interest in birds, however, was not confined to canaries as he was also a very keen member of the 
Lower Gornal Homing Society which for many years used the Pear Tree Inn as its headquarters. 

FROM SOCCER TO PIGEONS 
(VIA CANARIES) 
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LHI

locksideconstructionltd@gmail.com

LC
LTD

Lockside Construction Ltd
07852 530907

Wombourne based company that works across the 
region providing reliable and professional home 
improvements, construction & building works. 

Trusted tradesmen that cover residential  
and commercial premises. 

• Garage and loft conversions
• Roofing, fascia’s and soffits

• Room alterations – creating open plan space
• Full renovations and refurbishments from start to finish

• Fencing, landscaping and driveways 

Please do get in touch with us when you are  
ready to begin your next project.

Lockside Construction Ltd
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w w w . b u y s o f a s d i r e c t . c o . u k
All Sofas Handmade in the Black Country

L a rg e  s h o w r o o m   |   F r e e  c a r  p a r k i n g   |   E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

Merry Hill Opening hours
Mon – Wed 9.30-6pm 

Thurs – Fri 9.30-8pm  Sat 9am-6pm  
Sun 10.30am-4.30pm

Merry Hill: 
Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1TP  

01384 958 793
Dudley: 

Trident Centre, High Street, Dudley DY1 1QJ  
01384 252453
Rowley Regis: 

1 Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 0AY  
0121 561 5386

Northfi eld: 
779 Bristol Rd South, Northfi eld B31 2NN  

0121 270 9948

Fanstastic offers on Sofas, Armchairs, Beds and quality Oak Furniture

Home 
visits available

Lift and recline 
chairs from

£699

Newbury
3+2

£1,299.99
3+1+1

£1,549.99

Kent
3+2

£1,199.99
3+1+1

£1,349.99

Indigo Chaise  

£999
Buckingham 

2+1+1

£1,199.99
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New Holistic Workshops and 
Courses coming soon including  
Ear Candle Treatment Therapy.

We have a large selection of gifts 
with new stock arriving weekly.  

Why not pop in and find that  
perfect gift.

Open 7 days a week

• FULL & PART REWIRES 
• FUSEBOARD CHANGES • CALL OUTS  

• TESTING • EXTRA SOCKETS 
• OUTSIDE LIGHTS

Wilf’s Mobile:
07572 613414 

Email:
wilfredo123@hotmail.co.uk

@wilfselectrical

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 

 For many years Sedgley had its own magistrates court where frequently a  
Stipendiary (full time professional magistrate) sat.  It was not always a very 
busy court.  In 1921 a report in the ‘County Herald’ newspaper stated:  “There 
were again no cases for hearing at the Sedgley Police Court on Monday.  This has 
occurred at the Stipendiary’s Court several times lately, His Worship being  
engaged (when engaged at all) in hearing summons for non-attendance of  
children at school.  If it were not for these there would be no need for him at all”. 

The first vicar of All Saints’ Church, Sedgley, following the Reformation was  
Richard Brown who took up his position in 1572.  Little is known of his ministry—
although the sad facts surrounding his death in 1625 are recorded.  As the Parish 
Register for 30th November of that year tells:  “Mr Richard Brown, Vicar of Sedgley 
and preacher of the Word of God, did the same day come to the Church, read part of 
the divine service, went into the pulpit and preached, taking his text out of the 7c of 
Revelation of Saynte John, came down from the pulpit, went to marry the aforesaid 
persons, and as he was about to read, fell into a soonde and was carried as dead 
into the Vicaridge, and within a quarter of an houre or thereabouts revived and 
presently after came into the Church agayne, churched Johan Marshe, married the 
partners aforesaid and went to the Vicarige gate, backe agayne, and then was  
carried into the Vicaridge, and within halfe an houre and lesse died”. 

In 1953 the BBC recorded a half hour section for their radio programme  
Community Hymn Singing at St James’ Church in Lower Gornal.  Not  
surprisingly, for once, the church was full to overflowing. 
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Example 1 - £82,000
Mr T. from BRIERLEY HILL worked for ROUND 
OAK STEEL WORKS. In 1988, he was advised 
by a salesman from PRUDENTIAL to transfer 

his BRITISH STEEL pension to them. When he 
retired, he noticed he was getting less than 

his friends who stayed in the BRITISH STEEL 
PENSION SCHEME. Compensation £82,721.

We are successfully claiming compensation for DUDLEY STEEL 
WORKERS who transferred OUT of their work pension scheme.

Many DUDLEY workers were persuaded to transfer out of their work pension scheme to a private scheme 
which paid considerably less! This was bad advice and many retired workers or their widows have lost out!

DUDLEY 
STEELWORKERS PENSION 

COMPENSATION

Example 2 - £91,000
Mr S. from QUARRY BANK worked at ROUND 
OAK STEELWORKS. In 1994, he was advised 

by a salesman to transfer his pension to PEARL 
ASSURANCE (now called PHOENIX LIFE ). 

When he retired, he noticed he was getting less 
pension than his friends who kept their BRITISH 

STEEL PENSION. Compensation £91,000.

0800 988 7997
www.workpensioncompensation.co.uk  

or return the form below

If you transferred out of a work pension 
scheme and would like a FREE REVIEW, 
please either call us on FREEPHONE:

Name

Address

Tel

I transferred out of my work pension scheme to

Please can I have a FREE REVIEW to see if I am eligible for a payout

Signed Date

Please address to: Work Pension Compensation Dept, Corries Solicitors Ltd,  
11 Melroses Yard, Walmgate, York, YO1 9XF.

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority no. 424101.

Example 3 - £103,000
Mr M. from DUDLEY worked for DUDLEY COUNCIL. 
In 1989, after he was finished, he was advised by 

an agent from SUN LIFE (now AVIVA) to transfer his 
pension to them. When he retired, he realised he 

was getting a much lower pension than his friends 
who kept their LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION. 

Compensation £103,341.

Example 4 - £48,000
Mr G. from DIXONS GREEN worked at DMV 

FABRICATIONS. In 1994, after he was finished, 
he was persuaded by an independent financial 

advisor to transfer his pension to STANDARD LIFE. 
When he retired, he noticed he was getting less 
than his friends who kept their works pension. 

Compensation £48,000. 
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PeggyLain Interiors
Station Road, Wombourne WV5 9EL 

Tel: 01902 892449

FREE 
CONSULTATION

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION

POLES, TRACKS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED

MAKERS OF MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS AND BLINDS 

Peggy
Lain
Int� i� s

ALL WORK PRODUCED IN OUR ON SITE WORKROOM
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Tel: 0121 520 6091

Unit 4 Coneygre
Industrial Estate
Birmingham New Road
Tipton DY4 8XP

LOW
PRICES
GREAT
SERVICE

FREE
DELIVERY
ON ALL ORDERS

LOCAL FAMILY
BUSINESS TRADING
SINCE 1984

REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL OF EXISTING
FLOORING &
MATTRESSES AVAILABLE

FROM

SQ MTR

£5.95 FROM
£69

GENUINE
SAVINGS
Huge Selection!

Plus
FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk

CARPETS BEDS &
MATTRESSES

UPTO

OFF
75%

ROLL ENDSLAMINATES
& REMNANTS&VINYLS

FROM

SQ MTR

£7.95
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Tommy Booth, the former collier who ran the Red Lion in 
Abbey Road, Gornal Wood for many years owed much to 
the famous Batham brewing family. 

After leaving work in the pits in 1915 he was given the  
opportunity to become the tenant at the King William pub in 
Netherton, one of the very first public houses acquired by the 
Batham family. 

At the time Daniel Batham did much to encourage Tommy—
including giving him a gold sovereign from the first week’s 
takings.   Tommy never spent it, however, but had it mounted 
on a gold watch chain which he wore any time that he was serving behind the bar. 

Although he enjoyed working for Bathams, Tommy was very ambitious and keen to branch 
out on his own and when the Red Lion became available he took the opportunity to purchase 
it.  He expanded the brewery attached to the pub and over the next few years acquired a  
further four pubs across the area including the Plough & Harrow in Kinver.  In 1953, shortly 
before his death the following year, Tommy Booth sold the Plough & Harrow...to Bathams!  
Thus the circle was completed. 

TOMMY BOOTH—FULL CIRCLE 
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Hope & Dreams Holistic Wellbeing

Open Monday – Saturday 9.30am – 4.30pm
3 PENNYFARTHING ARCADE, HIGH STREET, SEDGLEY DY3 1RW

Open Monday – Saturday 9.30am – 4.30pm

We sell Crystals, Buddhas, Angels, Incense, 
Tarot, Oracle cards, Dream catchers, 
Burners, Salt lamps, Cards, Jewellery, 

Crystal drinking bottles, Candles, 
Crystal Bath Bombs and loads more x

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 

 

 Back in 1917 the Dudley Chronicle obviously had many more “Letters To The 
Editor” than it could print and so it frequently would just print answers rather 
than the letters themselves.  Here is a sample of some of the answers given.  We 
can only speculate about the letters themselves! 
Joan L—”Regret cannot avail of your offer at present” 
Y Knot—”Person you mention has no more to do with it than a pig has to do with 
a side pocket” 
New beaks—”How impolite.  The Council can recommend but the selection and 
appointment rests with the Lord Chancellor.  As for whether ———— would 
make a good magistrate as “he’s always easily got at” we can’t say”. 

In 1877 at a meeting at the Five Ways Inn, Lower Gornal the “Sedgley & District 
Rifle Association” was formed.  The members heard that a shooting range was to  
be built on land donated by local company Gibbons.  The meeting agreed that all 21 
members who had signed up should pay a 10/6d entrance fee plus a 7/6d annual  
subscription. 
In April 1753 James Williams from Sedgley was executed at Warwick Prison.  
He—along with his brother Thomas and a man called Thomas Davis—had  
been found guilty of robbing a Mr Matthews of five guineas, a nine shilling 
piece and a watch.  Williams admitted the robbery saying that his other 
brother Joseph had been unjustly executed at Stafford for the same crime. 

In the 1880s there was a publication—somewhat akin to today’s Private Eye—called 
The Magpie which circulated in and around Dudley and Sedgley. 
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Hall Street, Sedgley, Dudley, DY3 3LW (just off the Bullring)

01902 882369

MON Closed
TUE  Closed
WED  Closed
THU  4.00pm - 11.00pm
FRI 3.00pm - 11.00pm
SAT 3.00pm - 11.30pm
SUN  12.00 noon - 11.00pm

Great Beers,
Expertly Served!

SAN MIGUEL
CHURCH END
WYE VALLEY
KINVER ALES
MARSTONS

OAKHAM
THREE TUNS
ENVILLE ALES

HOBSONS
CARLING CIDER
& MANY MORE

OPENING HOURS

GUEST BEERS

SELECTION FROM:

NEW 
OPENING 

HOURS

DON’T FORGET WE HAVE A

FUNCTION ROOM
IDEAL FOR PRIVATE PARTIES INCLUDING

WEDDINGS, WAKES, CHRISTENINGS,
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, BABY SHOWERS

& ANNIVERSARIES.

ASK AT BAR OR RING FOR FULL DETAILS.

ENTERTAINMENT

Sedgley Conservative Club

MARCH

SUNDAY 10TH 4-7PM
The fantastic SHAUN VEGAS – 

brilliant Elvis and more

APRIL

SUNDAY 7TH 4-7PM
THE BLACK COUNTRY BOYS – 

Live band music across the decades

CONNECTION DUO – Fantsatic live 
music past to present, dont forget 

your dancing shoes

SUNDAY 14TH  4-7PM

THE LEMON TWISTS 

SUNDAY 28TH  4-7PM

BANG ON YER EAR – brilliant live band loads 
of celtic rock and more, not to be missed

SUNDAY 21ST  4-7PM

SUNDAY 3RD 4-7PM
Big welcome return for the PERCY VEER 
BAND – absolutely unbelievable live band

SUNDAY 17TH 4-7PM
Mr Garry Pease as ROD STEWART – 
unbelievable tribute not to be missed

SUNDAY 24TH 4-7PM
The fantastic JERSEY 3 – almost uncanny 

Jersey Boys tribute, please don’t miss this one

SUNDAY 31ST 4-7PM
THE MO-JOE’S – 

Brilliant Beatles and more

SNOOKER ROOM AVAILABLE

BAR 
FOOD 

AVAILABLE
ALL WELCOME  

FREE ADMISSION
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ROO
FING

ROOFING

07714 899321

E: DENSONGARETH@YMAIL.COM

/ / ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING COVERED / / 
/ / FULLY INSURED / /

/ / FREE QUOTES / /

07714 899321

07714 899321

/ / FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES 

FREE QUOTES / // // /ROOFING

ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING
ROOFING

/ / FASCIAS & SOFFITS / / FELT ROOFS

 / / R
OOF REPAIRS / / S

LATE ROOFING

/ / C
LEANING, TILING & REPAIRS  

/ / FIRESTONE RUBBER ROOFING

/ / C
URE IT FIBRE GLASS ROOFING   
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and plans had been passed for it to be  
extended.  In addition, the outside had been 
completely re-rendered and the pub was  
looking smarter than it had for many a year.  
Its demise was put down to a need for  
Ansells to cut back on its estate after a  
disastrous 9-month long draymen’s strike that 
had almost brought the company to its knees.  

GORNAL PUB ROOTS 
In the third quarter of the 20th century 
several of the pubs in Lower Gornal—

most notably the White Chimneys, 
Queen’s Head and Junction—were owned 
by the Wordsley Brewery, one of the best 

known local breweries in the area. 

Based in the building that later became the 
Olympia Cinema in Brierley Hill Road, 
Wordsley the brewery began in 1858.   
Edward Oakes was the prime mover and  
under his control the brewery initially  
prospered.  Indeed by 1885 it was producing 
no less than 4500 gallons a week—and had a 
very profitable side-line in mineral waters. 

Just five years later, however, Oakes was 
bankrupt and the brewery and its assets were 
acquired by new owners.  Despite a  
significant marketing campaign and the  
introduction of a new range of beers 
(including Imperial Stout “especially for  
invalids” and a Light Dinner Ale at just 8d) 
the brewery never made a significant profit.  
In 1906 the Wordsley Brewery Co together 
with its 29 tied pubs—including the three in 
Gornal—were again up for sale.  This time 
they were acquired by the Hereford & 
Tredegar Brewery Co but just three years 
later the brewery and its various pubs were 
again sold.   This time the three Gornal  
establishments were acquired by Ansells. 

Both the Queen‘s Head and The Junction 
were closed down but the White Chimneys 
lasted for a further 70 years until in 1984 it 
was closed and then later demolished.  The 
decision to close this still popular local was 
somewhat surprising as it had undergone 
major refurbishment just two years earlier 

This extremely grainy old photograph shows The White 
Chimneys in Gornal during the late 1920s.  The man 

posing outside the door was Jack Jones who was once 
the tenant of the pub. 
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HUGE SUCCESS FOR CLASSATHON 
FUNDRAISER IN MEMORY OF 

BLAZE ANGEL KERRY

Last December, just before Christmas, we were all 
devastated to hear of the death of Blaze Angel, 
Kerry Boucker.  Kerry had worked most of her life  
as a senior colourist for Snippers and then Blaze 
Hair.   Brett Harris and the Blaze Angels 
formulated plans for a fundraising event—a Back 
to Back Classathon at JD Gym in Brierley Hill 
which took place on Sunday, 18th February.   It 
was a huge success and praise must go to 
everyone who took part in the event.

The plan was to raise £5000 for Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity—an organisation that was 
instrumental in caring for Kerry and who are 
extremely close to both Blaze and the Boucker 
family.

So the plan for Sunday was a back to back 
Classathon which was open to both members and 
non-members (with small donations being given 
by everyone who took part).  It ran from 8.15am 
through until approximately 2.00pm with HIIT 
Step, Bootcamp, Combat, Strength, Circuits, Spin 
and ending with Yoga.   Huge praise must go to 
the powerhouse of the day better known as Laura 
Smith who tirelessly organised, taught and worked 
throughout the whole programme of events—true 
dedication.  And then, of course, there was the 
Posh Tombola! As well as the many donations left 
in the salon, hundreds of prizes had been donated 
to the team including bottles of wines and spirits, 
pamper packs, chocolates and hampers and much 
more.

The stall was in the capable hands of organiser, 
Rose Cook Monk, together with a band of 
volunteers who all wanted to do their best on the 
day to make it a day to remember.  And so it was.  
There have been radio interviews with Clive 

Payne of Black Country Radio, press coverage and 
BBC Midlands Today covered the fundraising 
event on Sunday.

In total the team have smashed the original total of 
£5,000 and at the time of publication have raised a 
staggering £7800!!!  Donations are still rolling 
in and the cut off point will be 28th April—a very 
apt day—Kerry’s birthday.  Going forward Blaze 
will continue to work with the charity by 
organising an annual fundraising event in aid of 
Kerry.   Look out for a further update in the April 
edition of Village Voice Magazine.

Photos courtesy of 
Celina Taylor Photography

l/r Candice Starkey, Kay Starkey and Mike Andrews of 
Air Ambulance; Pauline Gray, Rose Cook-Monk, Juliet 

Simpson and Jan Hopcutt.
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All types of animals captured  
in the medium of oil paint.

The perfect gift for all occasions.
For more information  

call Gary on
07813 326858

  

 

 

ANIMAL PORTRAITURE  

Joseph Eccleshall, the vicar of Sedgley between 1657 and 1662 was responsible for the establishment 
of the first church in Coseley—albeit a non-conformist chapel. 

After the Savoy Conference of 1661 had decreed that the Book of Common Prayer should be used in 
all churches in the country, over 2000 clergy—including the good Rev. Eccleshall—refused to obey 
and as a consequence lost their livings.  Although Eccleshall was supposed to move out of Sedgley and 
not preach within 50 miles of his previous church, in fact he only went as far as Coseley where he  
became the driving force behind the establishment of the Old Meeting House non-conformist chapel.  
For almost 30 years he worked tirelessly in the Coseley community and when he died in 1692 it was 
felt appropriate that he should be buried in the area that he had come to love and which undoubtedly 
loved him.  Indeed, so many people crowded into the Old Meeting House chapel for his funeral that a 
disaster very nearly occurred.  With a tremendous ‘crack’ the floor of the chapel gave way and some of 
the congregation were pitched into the cellar.  Luckily no-one was badly injured and hurried  
arrangements were made to conclude the service in an adjoining orchard.  The problem remained,  
however, as to who was going to pay for the repairs to the church building.  An appeal was launched as 
a memorial to Eccleshall and the money needed to repair the chapel floor was quickly raised from the 
local Coseley population.  Indeed, much more than was needed for the floor was collected and the 
surplus was put to providing education for some of the youngsters in the village.  For several years 
afterwards a special anniversary service at the Old Meeting House was held in memory of Joseph  
Eccleshall and frequently this had to be held in the adjoining orchard, not because of damage to the 
church but because of the sheer volume of attendees. 

A MOST TROUBLESOME VICAR 
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HAND RAISED PORK & 
SPECIALITY PIES 

HOMEMADE TRADITIONAL 
FAGGOTS, PEAS & GRAVY 

PLUS SUPERIOR SAUSAGES 
& HOME CURED BACON

SPECIAL 
OFFERS

 * Mix & Match any 3 packs 
£10.00

Chicken Fillets, Pork Steaks, 
Lamb Chops, Rump Steaks

14 ABBEY ROAD, GORNAL WOOD DY3 2PQ  
Tel: 01384 214515

LOOK OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS

 

WIN A COPY OF GRAHAM FISHER’S NEW BOOK 

The wait is finally over for the newly published book by author Graham Fisher 
MBE FRGS entitled “Stourbridge Glass Museum; how it came into being” . 

Graham’s new work covers the intense period of just 13 years—a remarkably quick 
timescale—from the formation of the British Glass Museum through to the official 
opening in 2023 of a brand new purpose-built canal-side facility that will conserve 
and promote both the heritage and the future of local glassmaking for generations to 
come.  Graham Knowles, Chairman of the British Glass Foundation commented:  “Graham has  
captured the essence of creating what we consider is a ‘People’s Museum’ from the relics of a former 
glassmaking site that, more than 20 years after its closure, is still regarded locally with great affection.  
His latest book is a fascinating narrative in its own right but his recording of how we arrived here will 
doubtless prove of immense value to researchers and historians yet to be born.” 
The book is available to purchase through the Museum and from all the usual outlets including  
Amazon, local retailers in and around the Black Country and Hay-on-Wye or via the author’s website  
at www.grahamfisher.co.uk.   The book is priced at £10.00 with all proceeds going to the British Glass 
Foundation/Stourbridge Glass Museum.   
 
We have three signed copies of the book to give away to three lucky winners.  All you have to do is 
answer a simple question:  “How many years does Graham’s new book cover”.  Send your answer 
either by post to Village Voice Magazine, “Book Competition”, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 
Gornal Wood, Dudley DY3 2NL or email your answer to villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk             
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Gas, Plumbing & Heating

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 07377 453081

5% discount 
for OAP’s

No call out fee

Experienced and reliable Gas, Plumbing and Heating services 
working in the Black Country and surrounding areas

Wheelers
 

One of the country’s leading golfers in the 1920s and 30s was Archibald 
Compston, a Sedgley lad who was a member of the first three British Ryder 
Cup teams.  Archie’s father, John, was a Limeburner who lived in Bath 
Street, Sedgley with his wife Maryanne and four children. 
 
In the 1901 census the eldest son—also called John—was described as  
being a “golf green keeper” and it would seem that it was through him that 
Archie, the youngest member of the family, was introduced to the sport. 
Certainly Archie became a regular at Penn Golf Club before finding  
employment at Kidderminster Golf Club (where he was sacked for “idleness” in 1909).  Despite this 
setback he went on to become a leading professional and was chosen to represent his country in the first 
three Ryder Cup challenges against the United States.  He later became the resident professional at 
Coombe Hill Golf Club in Kingston Upon Thames where he taught King Edward VIII to play the 
game.  Archie was best known in golfing circles for his amazing 18 and 17 victory over the great  
Walter Hagan in a 72 hole challenge match in 1928.  The stakes were £500, a very significant amount 
in those days and it was said that there were also a number of side-bets running which amounted to 
several hundred pounds more.  Amongst his other little quirks Archie Compston also had the unusual 
habit of employing three caddies when he played.  One caddy would carry his clubs, another would 
take charge of his jacket and jumper and the third would hold his cigarettes and pipe! 

TOP GOLFER WITH SEDGLEY ROOTS 
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by POWERLINK, Unit 17, Market Centre, Blackheath
(Open Monday, Friday, Saturday)

TEL: 01384 255019 or 07831 246292 anytime

it
’s

 a
 fa

c
t!

 
  

One of the rhymes that youngsters in the area used to chant was: 

“Rawhead and Bloody Bones 
Steals naughty children from their homes 

Takes them to his dirty den, 
And they are never seen again” 

Rawhead was characterised as an evil old man who lived at the bottom of pit shafts 
and feasted on human flesh—the fresher the better!  Bloody Bones was his  
accomplice who chewed bones! 

One of the most amazing stories regularly quoted in Sedgley is the tale of 
‘Petticoat Phoebe’.  It is said that she carried two mugs of beer to the pithead 
where her husband and son were working.  She accidently fell down the shaft, 
however, and it was feared that she would be killed.  Fortunately, though, her 
petticoat billowed out around her and acted as a parachute allowing her to  
descend slowly down without injury.  Indeed, such was the cushioning effect of 
the petticoat that not only did she suffer just minor bruises but also she didn’t 
spill the beer that she still held in her hands! 

 On 4th November 1835 it was announced that Queen Adelaide, the wife of King 
William IV, had become one of the subscribers to an edition of the New  
Testament published by Rev Girdlestone, the vicar of Sedgley.  The edition—
complete with Notes and Commentary—was published to raise funds to pay  
off the debt of the church rate. 
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�hire car provided and no e�cess or any charges
incurred for no fault accidents�
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�olishing

�ealer �pproved
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DUDLEY 
CAR BODYSHOP LTD

Blackthorne Road
(rear of Gornal Tyres)

Dudley DY1 3TE
Tel: 07749 500562

♦ All Bodywork 
Repairs Undertaken

♦ Classic Car Restoration

♦ Prep and Finish

♦ Bumper Scuffs

♦ Seat and Carpet

♦ Repairs

♦ Mopping and Polishing

♦ Dealer Approved

♦ Insurance claims 
undertaken

Call in today for a FREE QUOTATION

dudleycarbodyshop@gmail.com

Safe 
Practice:
in Physical Education, School Sport 
and Physical Activity 2020 edition

Published in partnership with:

Order up to 18 copies online at  
www.ukcoaching.org/safepractice

For bulk orders (19+ copies) please email  
communication@ukcoaching.org
or call 0113 201 5555

The essential reference and developmental tool for 
everyone involved in PESSPA to ensure safe practice 
across both the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 
The book is over 390 pages and has been fully updated 
to reflect recent developments in legal practice, national 
guidance, statute law and case law.

As the events of 2020 have highlighted, high quality 
physical education, school sport and physical activity 
are critical to the physical and emotional wellbeing of 
all children and young people.
Teaching safety and safely underpins everything that 
the workforce aims to achieve. This resource is not 
only an excellent reference tool but a developmental 
one which will support colleagues in creating and 
updating policies.

New edition 

available now

Still only  
£44.99(+ P&P)

Bulk order 
discounts available

plus many more...

Commended by:

94
36

2b

Purchasing this 
resource once every 

four years is an 
effective use of any 

grant funding.

94362b UKCMISC Safe Practice full page ad in Governing Matters Magazine 2.indd   1 12/02/2021   12:00

Find us on:
facebook®
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ON THE HOME FRONT
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL TRADESMEN FOR THOSE JOBS AROUND THE HOME & GARDEN

Tel: 01902 443726 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals

• Nail Cutting
• Fungal Nails
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae
• Home Visits Only
Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHP

 
  

 

Services We O�er: 
 

  

Services We O�er: 
• uPVC Fascias & Soffi ts Cleaned or Fitted • Windows, Sills &
 Doors cleaned • Conservatories & Porches • Gutters Cleared
• Driveway & Patio Power-Washing • Moss Removal from Roof

Sam’s Exterior Cleaning Services

      07879 073702            
★★★ Gutters cleaned out from £35 and upvc cleaning 

             from £30 per side when quoting Village Voice ★★★

ORION SECURITY SYSTEMS
TEL: 01902 335976 MOB: 07958 500386

KEITH MIDDLEBROOK
Email: orionsecuritysystems@outlook.com
INTRUDER ALARMS—SMOKE ALARMS

DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SAFES—SECURITY LIGHTS—INTERCOMS

ACCESS CONTROL—CCTV
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED—EXISTING SYSTEMS MAINTAINED
FREE QUOTATIONS—FULLY INSURED

ALLWORK GUARANTEED

23

0771i489i9321

We are a small family business with over 15 years
experience and offering a fast, friendly service.
Whether it is a complete re-roof required or just

slipped slates or tiles, we provide a fully guaranteed
and insured service using quality materials and at

very competitive prices.

♦ fascias and soffits ♦ flat roof repairs ♦ felt roofs
♦ green roofing ♦ gutter cleaning ♦ gutter repairs

♦ domestic and industrial roofing
♦ leadwork ♦ rubber and single ply roofing

♦ roof windows ♦ slate roofing
♦ roof cleaning, tiling, conversions and repairs

Insurance backed guarantees

Check out our reviews on yell.com and rated people.com and find us on

ON THE HOME FRONT

Tel: 01902 569630 or 07983 529420
Castlecroft Rd, Castlecroft, W-ton.

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Registered Member of the Britisshh AAAssssssooocccciiiaaaatttiiiooonnn
of Foot Health Professioonals

• Nail Cutting
• Fungal Nails
• Corns and Callous
• Ingrown Toenails
• Verrucae
• Home Visits Only
Supporting diabetes & Arthritis

JOANNE STALLARD MCFHP MAFHPWO�LD YO� LI�E TO AD�ERTISE
YO�R B�SINESS HERE�

THE �OST�

��ST �10 � �AT
PER MONTH

�ALL GAIL ON 0�81 ��0 44��
TO BOO� YO�R SPA�E

All aspects of Plumbing, Gas, LPG and 
Oil work undertaken, including:
• Full Central Heating installations
• Landlord certifi cates
• Bathroom refi ts, Unvented 

Systems
• Fires, Cookers, Radiators, 

Refurbishments
• Residential Park Homes

Call Les on:
M: 07415 602536
T: 01384 375351

priceplumbingandgas@gmail.com

All work fully insured. Free quotations 
Gas Safe and Oftec Registered
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Zero Dry Time: No hassle carpet cleaning
Some of these fantastic products are also now available as
maintenance products for you to purchase and use within
your home/business, keeping your carpets and upholstery
fresh between cleans with ‘UNBELIEVABLE
RESULTS’.

• Pongo and Pongo 4 Pets – a multi-purpose extreme
odour eliminator – 4 in 1 product saving you time and
money

• Like Magic dry foam spray – a multi-purpose unique
dry foam, fantastic at removing stains and refreshing
carpets and furniture, leaving them smelling amazing!

• Like Magic Spot & Stain remover – unbelievable stain
removal spray for use on carpets and fabric upholstery

• Tile and Hard Floor Maintainer – keep your tiles,
grout and wooden floors looking like new with this
fantastic product.

These products range in price from £5 to £12.95 each
with free delivery We are also now proud stockists of
unbelievable sanitising products for your home, office,
and your car.

Please contact Chris and the team to order yours now and
make the switch to making your busy lifestyle a lot easier!

Zero Dry Time was established in the local area 6
years ago and offers a free no obligation quote on all
flooring and upholstery cleaning and restoration
requirements. Call Chris in Kingswinford on
0800 180 4981

Zero Dry Time specialise in DRY carpet
and upholstery cleaning, hard floor
cleaning and leather restoration.
It’s carpet cleaning but not as you know it…..

The ‘on your hands and knees, scrubbing and
carrying dirty water’ is a thing of the past. With
the advancements of new technology and products,
Zero Dry Time have developed a robust cleaning
system that will enable us to give you…. the
customer, what you deserve when having your
carpets cleaned.

Dry Carpets and Upholstery ready for immediate
use with no fuss – what’s not to like?!

At Zero Dry Time we have developed our own
range of products that have been tested to industry
standards. All our products are child and pet
friendly.
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Mothering Sunday has its roots as far back as 
the 16th century when, on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent, all church members were expected to 
go their ‘mother’ church (usually the parish 
church cathedral or abbey) to worship rather 
than attend the service in a ‘daughter’ church. 

These occasions were great family affairs and it 
became the tradition that domestic servants were 
given the day off in order to return to their  
families for the day. 

Quite often the sons and daughters returning to 
their families would bring with them a small 
present for their mother—hence the modern  
tradition of buying a small gift.  In days gone by the present would often be wild flowers 
picked from the hedgerows or a small simnel cake.  This is a small rich fruit cake (not  
dissimilar to a Christmas cake) which is usually decorated with 11 balls of marzipan to  
denote the 11 ‘true’ disciples of Christ—Judas was excluded for obvious reasons. 

There are various suggestions about the origins of the name ‘simnel’ although generally it  
is accepted that it derives from the Latin ‘similia’ meaning a light wheaten flour which was 
used in its baking.  The cakes would be produced by servant girls in the kitchens of their 
employers and then taken home to their mothers as a present.  It has  been said that the cakes 
were named after Lambert Simnel who impersonated Richard, Duke of York, the son of 
King Edward IV and who tried to seize the throne.  However, there are numerous references 
to simnel cakes in literature that long pre-date the ambitious Mr Simnel and any connection 
can be dismissed. 

A local tale is equally inaccurate.  It tells of two sisters, Sim and Nell who were making a 
cake together and could not decide whether it should be steamed or baked.  They even came 
to blows with brooms as they argued and eventually, it is said, they decided to steam the 
cake for a while and then bake it as a convenient compromise.  There is no evidence,  
however, that these warring sisters ever existed. 

Mothers’ Day is celebrated across the world—although on very different dates.  In Albania 
and Bulgaria, for example it is always celebrated on 8th March whilst in Indonesia it is held 
on 22nd December.  In the US—like Australia, Canada, Italy, Turkey and Japan—it is  
always commemorated on the second Sunday in May. 

 MOTHERING SUNDAY:  
 

LET’S LOOK AT WHERE IT ALL STARTED 
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Call us on 01384 273769 
Visit us in store, Portway House Stream Road. DY69NT 
or online @ www.castleblinds.co.uk

SALE NOW 
ON

bespoke awnings I blinds I shutters
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My grandfather Harry was a skilled carpenter.  I was not.  A ‘coffee table’ I made in school 
woodwork, should it have made its way to a London saleroom rather than our coal shed, 
would have been catalogued, I think, as an interesting example of ethnic art. 

When George Edward Wyers became joint proprietor 
with Margaret, his wife, of Wall Heath’s Decormar store 
in the late 1960s, his ability as an experienced  
carpenter ensured constructive advice to customers  
embarking on tricky D.I.Y. projects—of course with 
anyone like me he’d have said, ‘leave it to someone 
else!’. 

The Decormar shop began as a single storey building on  
a piece of long-neglected land next to a row of old  
cottages.  A Wall Heath veteran recalled an even more 
ancient dwelling on the site, the front door a step or so 
down, below the level of the pavement. 

For well over twenty years at Decormar, George and 
Margaret built up a pleasing friendship with all kinds of 
patrons.  Due to an unfortunate concatenation of  

circumstances—we had the electricity cut off—my 
mum and I must have been valued customers for 
lamp oil, and candles.  It was a pleasant  
experience, drinking a cuppa in the warm glow  
of the George Wyers Illuminations. 

George, a Brierley Hill man born in 1934—the 
same year as Ontario’s Dionne Quintuplets—was 
always ready for a chuckle.  I was there when a 
lady told him “I’m expecting again.”   With a 
straight face, George enquired, “Have they found 
out what’s causing it, yet?”.  Humorous and  
helpful—and Mr Wyers loved a nice cup of tea; 
the cup that cheers you up, and so did George. 

OR WHATEVER by John Sparry 
Let’s Give a toast in Tea to George Edward Wyers, Esquire! 

John Sparry at his bookshop, archive and (cob) website, Cot House,  
Enville Road, Wall Heath   :    Telephone:  01384 359109 

An old box of George’s candles 
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Independence Matters
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With phenomenal rain and saturated gardens in late February, you may be feeling a 
little disheartened to begin working towards the beautiful colours we expect in the 
summer months, but the time has arrived to start sowing seeds, take cuttings and  

generally work through the plans that have been made for 2024—whether you choose 
to have a garden full or of organic vegetables, borders full of summer flowers or a  

mixture of both, now is definitely the time to get gardening and grow! 

Daffodils will by now be coming to the end of their lifespan so tie them back and leave them die back, 
mulch the ground around shrubs and divide perennials.  Now is also the time to give a spring trim to 
roses, hedging plants and Dogwood to ensure new growth.  Be sure though to look for areas of the 
garden that need a change—lift old woody bushes and consider adding a few new small shrubs that  
can grow and add contrast over the coming couple of years. 

Now is also the time to sow hardy annuals and perennials under glass, ideally in a heated greenhouse 
or on a windowsill and take cuttings of stock plants that have been over wintered like Fuchsias and  
Geraniums—Begonia and Dahlia tubers should be planted too but try not to over water them.  Hanging 
baskets and patio container trailing plants like Nepeta, Helichrysum and Verbenas always add value, 
colour and contrast to any display. 

If you find space a little challenging then why not consider ordering plug 
plants online.  Otherwise pop down to Prestwood Cave Nursery where they 
will have a selection of basket starter plants.   These are often an  
economical way of increasing the amount of plants you have without the 
downside of seeds not germinating, young seedlings dampening off or late 
frosts affecting growth rates.  Furthermore, buying in fully grown plants 
during April and May can work out expensive per plant with a limited 
choice of colours and varieties available due to everyone wanting plants at 
the same time. 

Many nurseries are now taking orders for 
hanging baskets which will be ready to 
collect from the end of May, once frosts 
have hopefully left us or why not attend a 

hanging basket workshop at Prestwood Cave Nursery and make your 
own basket to impress family and friends.  Booking is essential for 
this to avoid disappointment—times are available through May in the 
afternoon or early evening. 

Finally, don’t forget the birds and keep ponds from icing over as 
frosts can still occur right up to mid May.  Watch out for seedlings, 
plugs and tender plants who are also prone to frosts even if grown in 
a greenhouse. 

A GARDENER’S WORK IS NEVER DONE! 

HAPPY GARDENING! 
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07703 529004 cave.carter@yahoo.com
A449, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, near Kingswinford DY7 5AN

Let your garden bloom 
this summer with a visit to 
Prestwood Cave Nursery.

Open 10am to 4pm daily.

Orders now being taken 
for summer hanging 
baskets and patio planters, 
perennials and shrubs.

LOOKING FOR A CRAFT SPACE TO RENT?
If you are interested in renting a space to display and sell 

your handmade products then please speak to Paul.

PRESTWOODCAVENURSERY

PRESTWOOD CAVE NURSERY
Your local independent nursery – As we grow... grow with us!

Join our Gardeners Savers club and save
up to 15% on all plants every visit in 2024
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M a k e  y o u r 
b u s i n e s s

o u r  
b u s i n e s s
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Each month we cover the areas:
• Sedgley • Gornal • Coseley • Tipton 

• Kingswinford • Wall Heath • Wordsley 

• Wombourne  • Swindon • Penn • Kinver

We also offer discounted rates for block bookings. 
All rates are subject to VAT and include a free 

artwork design service if required.

Give Gail a call today on: 07817 904477
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Are you looking 

for Affordable advertising?

In and around The Black Country 

and South Sta�ordshire?

Community Magazines

Village Voice 
Then why not consider advertising your company in

Our rates start from:

£70.00 £55.00 £45.00 £40.00
(For four months)
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Quality locksmith and
safe engineer

UPVC specialist 
24hour call out service

Under fl oor safe fi tting 
All type of lock work

07876612785
/Adam Locknsafe    www.adamslockandsafe.co.uk

Adams Lock & Safes

As a grassroots rugby club, we rely on the support of our local community
and businesses to keep our doors open and provide the best possible
experience for our players. That's why we are reaching out to you - we
believe that businesses can benefit from a partnership with DKRFC, and
we hope that you will consider becoming one of our valued sponsors.

We can offer various sponsorship packages, ranging from branding
opportunities on our website and social media platforms to advertising
space in our home game digital programme.

BE PART
OF OUR
STORY

#
W

EA
R

ED
K

R
FC

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

#WEAREFORGEDINTHEBLACKCOUNTRYFOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL: GAILLEVANS@HOTMAIL.COM AREFORGEDINTHEBLACKCOUNTRY
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We are delighted to offer the following services at sensible rates and with a
personable approach

Accounts preparation, self employed and corporate clients
Self Assessment ta� return preparation and assistance thereon
Payroll and boo���eeping services
VAT return preparation and assistance thereon
Business development and ta� planning
Start�up advice and assistance in the preparation of business plans and forecasting
Corporation Ta� returns and assistance thereon

INITIA� �REE CONS��TATION
We offer a friendly professional service and specialise in owner managed businesses.

Please feel free to contact Ben Barwell on ����� ������ or e�mail benb�nicholasbarwell.co.u�.

The “Ides of March” was a day in the Roman calendar equivalent to March 15th.  It was  
considered to be a deadline for settling debts.  It was also the day Julius Caesar was  
assassinated. 
If you were born in March, your birth flower is a daffodil. 
March babies have two birthstones—aquamarine and bloodstone which symbolises courage. 
March is the time of year when animals start waking up from hibernation. 
The name for March comes from Mars, the Roman god of war.  It was named as such in both 
the Julian and Gregorian calendars. 
The popular social media outlet Twitter was launched on 21 March 2006, with the very first 
tweet going out on the same day—it was posted by the founder, Jack Dorsey and read “just 
setting up my twttr”. 
Saint Patrick’s Day occurs every March on the 17th and is celebrated in many western  
countries to commemorate the day Saint Patrick died. 
Back in the older days, March was the month when military campaigns would resume that  
had previously been put on hold for the winter. 
The Eiffel Tower was ascended for the first time in March.  Eiffel himself led a group of  
government officials and members of the press to the top.  The elevators were not in operation 
at the time so the journey was made on foot and took over an hour. 
Easter Sunday is another popular holiday which was initially observed by Christians to  
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It has now become a holiday involving egg hunting, 
candy and the Easter bunny. 
There are two zodiac signs in March – Pisces which is until 20 March and Aries which is from 
the 21st. 
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COMPETITION WINNER
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the FEBRUARY editions was TURTLES—it was 

misspelt.  The lucky winners of the tickets to Sea Life Centre and LegoLand are:

VERONICA MILTON of Wombourne (who wins a family pass to Sea Life Centre ) and 
Ms M A JEAVONS of Stourton (who wins a family pass to LegoLand).

You can find this month’s competition on page 16.

PLEASE NOTE:  Only one entry per person per month is allowed—multiple entries will be 
disqualified.     Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

1.  The letter “T”

2.  The three letters are R I T (making the 
words BRITON, CRITTER, GRITTY and 
MERITED.

3.  The phrase is TO ERR IS HUMAN TO 
FORGIVE DIVINE.

4.  ICE.  The last two letters of the previous 
word are the first two of the next.

5.  Ambulances don’t put out fires!

Here are a few bonus brainteasers—
answers will be in the April edition.

1.  A barrel with no lid is partially filled with 
beer.  Alan thinks that it is more than half 
full and Brian thinks that it is less than half 
full.  Without using any measuring 
instruments or by pouring the beer out of 
the barrel how can you find out who is right?

2.  If a hen and a half lay an egg and a half 
in a day and a half how many eggs would six 
hens lay at the same rate in six days?

3.  What falls but doesn’t break and what 
breaks but doesn’t fall?

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two  
tickets up for grabs for one lucky winner.   

All you have to do to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at The Robin Tickets, 
Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, Dudley DY3 2NL.

The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Monday, 25th March 2024. 

GOOD LUCK!
Congratulations to JENNIFER EDWARDS of Sedgley who was the 
lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the FEBRUARY edition.
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COMPETITION WINNERS
The answer to our Wordsearch Competition in the FEBRUARY editions was 

TURTLES – it was misspelt. The lucky winners of the tickets to 
SEA LIFE CENTRE and LEGOLAND are:

VERONICA MILTON of Wombourne (who wins a family pass to Sea Life Centre) 
and Ms M A JEAVONS of Stourton (who wins a family pass to LegoLand). 

You can fi nd this month’s competition on page 16.
PLEASE NOTE: Only one entry per person per month is allowed – multiple entries will be disqualifi ed. 

Winners are chosen at random from all correct entries received by the closing date.

WIN
TWOTICKETS TO THE ROBININ BILSTON

Courtesy of THE ROBIN in Bilston, we have two tickets up 
for grabs for one lucky winner. All you have to do 

to be entered is to send your NAME, ADDRESS, 
TELEPHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS to 

villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk or write to us at 
The Robin Tickets, Forge House, 50 Redhall Road, 

Dudley DY3 2NL. The lucky winner will be drawn on 
Monday, 25th March 2024 – GOOD LUCK!

Congratulations to JENNIFER EDWARDS of Sedgley who was 
the lucky winner of the two tickets on offer in the FEBRUARY edition.
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You love your home and you feel safe there. Needing
additional care and support shouldn’t change that.

You may be in a situation where you need an extra pair of
hands, or you may have complex needs that require more
dedicated care. Our well-trusted care packages are built
around you and your individual needs which means that you
and your family can rest assured you’ll receive care and
support exactly as you need.

Our care ranges from a 30-minute daily visit through to full
Live-in care.

Care in your home, just as you like it.

“They’re like our
other family

”

Bluebird Care Dudley, Wyre Forest & Malvern Hills
01384 297839 | dudley@bluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk/dudley-wyre-forest-malvern-hills

Call our friendly team today.

H me
your safe place

your
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@Kinverjewellers

@Kinverjewellers

 3 Chenevare Mews
Kinver, DY7 6HB 
01384 877881

With gold prices so high at the moment, why not take advantage 
and turn your unwanted jewellery into cash? 

We also buy Silver, Precious Stones, Watches and Silverware, 
pop in and see Andy for a no obligation quotation.

We also buy and sell investment bars and Krugerands

● In house workshop  ● Bespoke & handmade jewellery

● Quality diamond & gem set jewellery  

● Remodelling & restorations  ● Repairs & cleaning  

● Watch repairs  ● Valuations

● Gold & silver buyers 

● Large range of second hand jewellery 

● Quality watches: Rolex, Omega, Cartier etc, serviced and repaired 

(all work carried out by a�  liated agents)

Opening Hours:

kinverjewellers@gmail.com

Monday - Closed/workshop day
Tuesday - Closed/workshop day
Wednesday - 9.30-4.30
� ursday - Closed/workshop day

Friday - 9.30-4.30 
Saturday - 9.30-4.30
Sunday - Closed

Kinver
    Jewellers
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We have received exciting news from the 
Tipton Town Libraries Local History 

Group that they will be hosting their first 
ever Local History Fayre on Sunday, 16th 

June 2024 from 11.00am-4.00pm.  It is being 
held at Tipton Sports Academy,  

Wednesbury Oak Road, Tipton DY4 0BS. 

There will be a licensed bar and food  
available throughout the day as well as a 

large free car park. 

If you are interested in taking part in the 
Fayre and would like to book a table,  

please contact Robert Hazel on 
robert26hazel@gmail.com 

With effect from lst March the SEDGLEY 
MORNING TOWNSWOMEN’S 
GUILD will be meeting on the first  

Thursday of the month at 10.00 - 12.15 at 
the Beacon Centre for the Blind,   

Wolverhampton Road East WV4 6AZ.    
The committee decided to change their  

venue and at the same time support a local 
charity.   They have held their committee 
meetings at the Beacon Centre for some  
time and were offered the use of one of  
their conference rooms for their regular 

monthly meetings.   
The Group are looking forward to  

welcoming their regular members and also  
to be able to extend a warm welcome to  
ladies looking to make new friends and  
enjoy regular outings, The programme  

for the next year is a mixture of speakers  
on a wide variety of topics and some  

interesting outings.  Anyone interested  
please pop along to one of the meetings—

you will be made most welcome. 

 
 

THE NEXT PARISH PUMP WILL  
BE IN THE APRIL  EDITION AND THE 

COPY DEADLINE IS  
FRIDAY, 15th MARCH 2024. 

Insertions are free if you run a Group or 
Association that is non-profit making.  

Please send your details via email to Gail at 
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk 
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 SEDGLEY ACTIVE  
RETIREMENT GROUP 

meet every Thursday morning at  
Sedgley Community Centre,  

Ladies Walk, Sedgley DY3 3UA from 
10.00am-12.00 noon (term time only). 

 

COMING UP IN MARCH AND 
APRIL: 

7th March—Black Country Humour by  
speaker David Bartley 

14th March—AGM plus members’ short 
stories 

21st March—Gordon of Khartoum by  
speaker Max Keen 

28th March  Beacon Centre for the Blind  
by speaker Pete Moodie. 

11 April—Snowdonia Slate Trail by 
speaker Dave Briscoe 

18th April—My Life as an Amateur Film 
Maker by speaker Keith Edwards 

25th April—Black Country Humour by 
speaker Marlene Watson 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS  
WELCOME—the first two sessions  

are FREE. 

For further information, please contact 
Sidney Millinson on 

01902 270430 

 DUDLEY PROBUS CLUB 
lunch meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday 
in the month starting at 12.15pm and are held 

at The Lodge, Wellington Road, Dudley. 
 

14 March—John Sparry—’21 Reasons  
to be Cheerful’ 

11 April—Eric Newton—’Life and Times  
of a Busker’ 

9th May—Rose Cook-Monk—’Duncan  
Edwards Black Country Hero’ 

 
Further details can be obtained by emailing 

dudleyprobus@gmail.com or by visiting the 
Dudley Probus website. 
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VILLAGE VOICE is published by Village Voice Magazines © 2024

To Advertise in Village Voice call Gail on 01384 866688 or 0781 790 4477
It’s cheaper than you thought – Prices start at just £10 (+VAT) per month!

CALL TODAY!
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Provides the ideal opportunity 
for local businesses to advertise 

their goods and services at a 
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equivalent of just £10.00 
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If you would like further 
information then please 

call Gail on 
0781 7904477

or email:
villagevoice@hotmail.co.uk

VV Sedgley MARCH24.indd   62 27/02/2024   05:51



Village Voice Community Magazines www.villagevoice-online.co.uk 63

Keep your Valuables 
Safe and Secure

Reserve a Safety Deposit Box
and have total peace of mind at

Vittoria Safeboxes

www.safeboxesltd.com
email: info@safeboxesltd.com

Telephone: 0121 679 0516

Vittoria Safeboxes

VITTORIA HOUSE
1-7 VITTORIA STREET
THE JEWELLERY QUARTER
BIRMINGHAM
B1 3ND 

6-8 TETTENHALL ROAD 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
WV1 4SA
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Visit mg.co.uk today and book your test drive.

*Fuel economy and CO2 results for the MG ZS EV. MPG (l/100km): Not applicable. CO2 emissions: 0g/km Electric range^: 198 miles to 370 miles.

These figures were obtained after the battery had been fully charged. The MG ZS EV is a battery electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. There is a new test for electric range figures. 
The electric range shown was achieved using the new test procedure. Figures shown are for comparability purposes. Only compare electric range figures with other cars tested to the same technical 
procedures. Model shown: MG ZS EV SE 130kW 51kWh Automatic with Battersea Blue Paint £31,040 on the road. *0% APR representative available on Personal Contract Purchase on MG ZS EV SE, MG 
ZS EV SE Long Range, MG ZS EV Trophy and MG ZS EV Trophy Long Range models only. Not available in conjunction with other offers, such as the Test Drive Voucher offer. Minimum 20% deposit required. 
Monthly payment of £319 requires a deposit of £7,024 (23%). Finance subject to status. Available to applicants aged 18 and over. Retail sales only at participating dealers only on vehicles registered 
between 01/01/2024 - 31/03/2024. Terms and conditions apply. Guarantees may be required. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Part exchange the vehicle where equity is available,
(ii) Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Santander Consumer (UK) PLC RH1 1SR. MG Motor UK Ltd [t/a MG Motor UK] are a credit broker (not a lender) for 
the purposes of this financial promotion. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction.

Book your test drive now

Get a lot
MORE
with MG ZS EV

Get more of the car you need with 0% APR on the MG ZS EV.
Only £319 per month on a 37 month term PCP and 7 years warranty as standard*

mg.co.uk � � �

413-415 Himley Road, Gornal Wood, Dudley, DY3 2RA 
 call 01384 259555  visit www.summitgarage.co.uk

Summit Garage (Dudley) Ltd
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